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The primary election has revealed 
strong local support for Carolyn Long.

As of last count, the Democrat had 39.6 
percent of Clark County’s votes for the 
Congressional seat. Incumbent Jaime Her-
rera Beutler, R-Battle Ground, was in sec-

ond place with about 39 percent of the vote.
“I am excited that our campaign’s mes-

sage is resonating with voters,” Long said 
in a statement. “It shows the District is 
ready for change and that we can flip this 
district blue in November.” 

District wide, however, Herrera Beutler 
still had the lead, taking about 40.9 percent 
of 3rd Congressional District voters’ bal-
lots. Long trailed at 36.6 percent.

In a distant third was David McDe-
vitt, also a Democrat, with 7.8 percent of 

the Clark County vote. Fellow Democrat 
Dorothy Gasque picked up 5.4 percent of 
the vote, with Republican Earl Bowerman 
receiving 5.2 percent. Republican Michael 
Cortney received 2.1 percent of the vote 
and Democrat Martin Hash received 1 per-
cent.

The U.S. Senate race is a lock for the 
presumptive front-runners of both parties 
as incumbent Democrat Maria Cantwell 
and Republican Susan Hutchison have se-
cured the top-two spots in the statewide 

contest. Cantwell had about 55 percent of 
the vote while Hutchison took in 24  per-
cent.

In Clark County, Cantwell had about 
48.9 percent while Hutchison was trailing 
with about 21 percent. The county voters 
also showed a significant number for Cam-
as resident and right-wing activist Joey 
Gibson, who in Clark County was third 
with about 5.4 percent of the vote.

Primary election results
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Two local lawmakers got a 
chance to be a train engineer 
during an Aug. 8 excursion on 
the Chelatchie Prairie Railroad 
where the economic opportuni-
ties along the short line rail were 
put on display. 

Clark County Councilor Ju-
lie Olson and Washington State 
Sen. Lynda Wilson, both Re-
publicans, joined representatives 
of Portland Vancouver Junction 
Railroad (PVJR), the operators 
of the county-owned Chelatchie 

Local lawmakers who 
believe deregulation 
along Chelatchie 
Prairie Railroad is key 
to new economic 
possibilities hop 
onboard to observe 
locations first hand 

‘I could have died’
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The Clark County Sheriff’s 
Office said late Friday afternoon 
that the suspect in an incident 

that left a Kalama teen with bro-
ken ribs and punctured lungs is 
cooperating with the investiga-
tion, though the department is 
not releasing any names at this 
time.

Jordan Holgerson, 16, of Ka-
lama was pushed from the Moul-
ton Falls Bridge over the East 
Fork Lewis River. She fell more 
than 50 feet.

At a press conference at 
PeaceHealth Southwest Medical 
Center Aug. 9 Holgerson was in a 
reclining wheelchair flanked by 

two friends and her sister, Kay-
tlin. Given the ongoing investi-
gation into the incident, specifics 
about the fall weren’t discussed, 
though she did speak about the 
injuries as well as her familiarity 
with the location.

MaryClare Sarff, the Peace-
Health Southwest trauma sur-
geon who treated Holgerson, said 
Holgerson had four rib fractures 
and both of her lungs were punc-
tured, “probably somewhat from 
the pressure of the fall” as well 
as from the fractures. She also 
suffered substantial bruising.

The fall was documented in 
a widely-circulated video where 
Holgerson was outside of the 

railing on the bridge and ap-
peared to be hesitant to make the 
jump. A female, still unidenti-
fied, is seen pushing Holgerson 
into the water. She flailed in the 
air before hitting the water.

Holgerson said she may have 
fainted while mid air but was 
“definitely” conscious when she 
hit the water. She said she tried 
to straighten out to land feet-first 
but ended up landing on her right 
side where the rib fractures were. 

“I couldn’t breathe, so that’s 
all I was really thinking about,” 
Holgerson said once she was in 
the water.

Kalama teen speaks 
after being pushed 
from Moulton Falls 
bridge; suspect 
cooperating with 
investigation

PHOTO BY RICK BANNAN

From left, Washington State Sen. Lynda Wilson, Portland Vancouver Junction Railroad President Eric Temple and Clark County Councilor Julie 
Olson talk industry on the back of a train engine making a trip along the Chelatchie Prairie Railroad Aug. 8.

courseTracking the   

 Battle Ground athlete 
hitting her stride at 80 
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