
Council candidates lean on 
experience, vision to win voters  

BY RICK BANNAN

rick@thereflector.com

It’s down to the wire for 

campaigns looking at three 

Clark County Council seats up 

for election this year. Two dis-

trict-level races and the spot of 

council chair make up this year’s 

open county seats, with issues 

of economic development while 

balancing quality of life chief 

among constituent concerns.

Clark County  
Council Chair

ERIC HOLT

Democrat Eric Holt is proving 

to be a strong opponent for cur-

rent District 4 councilor Eileen 

Quiring as both seek the council 

chair position. Holt said there 

was a lot of energy going into the 

race, more so than what would 

generally go into a county-level 

race.

This race is the second at-

tempt at becoming a lawmak-

er for Holt, having ran against 

Washington State Sen. Ann 

Rivers, R-La Center, in 2016. He 

said he’s utilized the connections 

he made then, as well as learning 

how to listen to voters, for this 

2018 attempt.

Neighborhood associa-

tion meetings have been major 

stumping opportunities for Holt, 

who said that many in atten-

dance felt their voices were not 

heard by county government.

“The biggest thing that I am 

hearing consistently is that ‘no-

body listens to us,’” Holt said. 

He felt that county business was 

dominated by special interests in 

the building industry whose in-

put he said was not bad itself, but 

dominated the conversation.

“Everybody deserves a seat 

at the table, but when there’s one 

6 for 3: next week’s 
election could result 
in three new voices 
on Clark County 
Council 

‘Petal it Forward’ 

Nancy Troyer smiles big while receiving a bouquet of flowers from Holland America Flowers on Oct. 24 during a coffee 

stop at Red Leaf Coffee in Woodland. 

“These surprise flowers made me feel very special,” she said. 

Holland America Flowers out of Woodland was taking part in “Petal it Forward,” a nationwide event where people are 

randomly given flowers. Those in the floral industry have hit the streets all across the United States for the last four years 

to brighten people’s day with a bouquet of flowers. Each person receives two bouquets, one to keep and one to “petal 

forward.”  Holland America Flowers handed out about 300 bouquets in Woodland, and around 700 more in San Luis 

Obispo, Cali., the location of its second farm.   

BG chamber 
absorbed by 
Vancouver 
chamber

DAN TRUJILLO

dan@thereflector.com

The Battle Ground Chamber 
of Commerce is no more. 

On Oct. 24, 29 out of 30 mem-
bers present voted in favor of a 
merger with the Greater Vancou-
ver Chamber of Commerce.

The Battle Ground Chamber 
of Commerce was founded in 
1964. It currently has roughly 140 
members; Vancouver has 1,100 
members. About 50 people are 
members of both. 

“I was pleased with the con-
versation that we had. I think 
people really spoke their minds 
and had an opportunity to share 
their concerns, their worries, their 
thoughts and ideas,” said Battle 
Ground Chamber chairman Den-
ny Waters. “I’m pleased with the 
vote. I think those of us that have 
been involved in the daily, week-
ly running of the chamber under-
stand that the businesses that we 
have in this community and serve 
in this community deserve more 
and I think that Vancouver is go-
ing to be able to help us do that.”

Waters expressed to the 
crowd of concerned chamber 
members how much the board 
loves the community of Bat-
tle Ground. This is where they 
have lived for years and raised 
their children, but they also have 
full-time jobs and commitments 
and their resources have been 
stretched thin.

“If you don’t have an executive 
director, the board is the director. 
We would have to jump in and 
take care of fireworks sales and 
take care of setting up ribbon cut-
tings and take care of setting up 
lunches,” Waters said. “Because 
we weren’t able to provide the 

Members vote 
29-to-1 in favor of 
partnership; BG will 
have its own council 
within Vancouver 
chamber 

Short line development paused until 
election decides council roster 

RICK BANNAN

rick@thereflector.com

Clark County is hitting the 

brakes for now on industrial 

development along short line 

railroads as the county council 

voted to hold off on necessary 

public hearings until 2019.

The Clark County Coun-

cil voted 4-0 to reschedule a 

planned joint meeting with the 

Clark County Planning Com-

mission during their Oct. 23 

meeting. Chief among council-

ors’ concerns is the potential for 

new councilors following the 

November general election as 

well as the feasibility of having 

adequate public participation 

during the holiday season. 

Council Chair Marc Boldt 

referenced that there would defi-

nitely be a change in who would 

be in his seat (Boldt came in third 

to current Clark County Council-

or Eileen Quiring and challenger 

Eric Holt during August’s pri-

mary). Councilor Jeanne Stewart 

said that through public input on 

the matter she perceived hesitan-

cy at moving forward with the 

work at this time. Apart from 

conflicts with scheduling that 
council itself faced as the end of 

the year neared, she noted that 

the public’s participation in nec-

essary hearings would also be 

stymied by the holiday season. 

“I don’t think we’re ready to 

go and I don’t think it’s fair to 

ask the public to come to public 

hearings as we approach either of 

the two holidays,” Stewart said, 

referencing Thanksgiving and 

Christmas. “I think this should 

be paused.”

Stewart’s seat is also up for 

County council 
could feature  
three different faces 
come January 
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blooms in Woodland

How investigators found 

the men they believe 

killed Donald Howard 
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DAYLIGHT SAVINGS ENDS
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