
Transportation council formally 
backs I-5 bridge replacement

Ridgefield Rosauers 
now open
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The Southwest Washington 
Regional Transportation Coun-
cil is the latest group to throw its 
support behind reignited efforts 
to replace the aging Interstate 5 
bridge after formally approving 
a statement earlier this month.

The support was part of an 

endorsement by the council of 
the Clark County Transportation 
Alliance’s 2020 Policy State-
ment, approved by the council 
Dec. 3. The policy statement lists 
support of opening an office fo-
cused on replacement of the I-5 
bridge as “Action #1” among its 
focuses for the coming year.

According to the statement, 
the alliance’s “top priority is ad-
dressing deficiencies in the I-5 
bridge and influence area.” It 
urged lawmakers at local, state 
and federal levels to be “champi-
ons” for addressing the needs the 
alliance identified laid out in the 
statement.

The policy statement read that 
the alliance “fully support(ed) 
replacement of the I-5 bridges 
and related corridor improve-
ments,” including work by Ore-
gon lawmakers to fund improve-
ments to the south at the I-5/I-84 
interchange. 

The policy statement also 
included a list of 16 “regionally 
critical” projects across Clark 
County, as well as support for 
fast-tracking funding for im-
provements to the I-5/179th 
Street interchange. Two of the 
projects endorsed in the policy 
statement were located in Battle 
Ground: a congestion relief proj-

ect at the State Route 502/503 
intersection as well as street re-
alignment and a new traffic sig-
nal at the Southeast Grace Av-
enue from East Main Street to 
Southeast Rasmussen Boulevard.

Following the review by a 
steering committee for the alli-
ance in October, the statement 
was presented to the Regional 
Transportation Council Nov. 
5. According to the council’s 
Dec. 3 resolution, the statement 
“supports refinements to the 
staging of key regional projects 
funded under the Connecting 
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A soggy Saturday couldn’t dampen 
enthusiasm for the opening of a much-an-
ticipated grocery store in Ridgefield as 
hundreds attended the grand opening of 
Rosauers Dec. 7.

Initially planned for in front of the 
brand-new, 53,000-square-foot super-

market, the ceremony had to move inside 
given the rain with hundreds crowding 
around local officials and Rosauers staff. 
Rosauers President and CEO Jeff Phil-
lipps said the Ridgefield store was the first 
Rosauers west of the Cascade Mountains, 
part of a chain of 22 other supermarkets 
founded and headquartered in Spokane. 

Phillipps stressed that Rosauers would 
be a good corporate partner with the 

Ridgefield community, a theme reiterated 
by other company staff and local leaders.

“A supermarket, especially in a small 
community like this, is more than just a 
grocery store,” Phillipps said. “We are a 
gathering place where friends connect, a 
place where neighbors serve neighbors.”

Phillipps spoke about the offerings 

Washington, Oregon 
transportation 
department timeline 
shows construction 
beginning in 2025

Oregon sex 
offender 
sentenced 
for upskirt 
photos of 
minor
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A previously-convicted sex 
offender from Oregon received 
nine months in jail this month on 
a charge he took upskirt photos of 
a 9-year-old during a wedding in 
La Center in 2018.

On Dec. 3, Carl Rainey, 32, re-
ceived his sentence for one count 
of second-degree “internet view-
ing depictions of a minor engaged 
in sexually explicit conduct,” 
according to court documents. 
Rainey initially faced a charge of 
first-degree voyeurism but plead-
ed guilty to the lesser charge Oct. 
24 as part of a plea deal.

Rainey was originally arrested 
in January on a warrant issued in 
October 2018 for the incident that 
occurred in August. According to 
probable cause documents, Rain-
ey was noticed attempting to take 
an upskirt photo of the underage 
girl by one of the photographers 
at the wedding hosted at La Cen-
ter Community Park. 

The photographer had seen 
Rainey get the attention of the girl 
then distract her as he attempted 
to take a photo between her legs.

The photographer confronted 
Rainey about the incident, the 
document stated, at which point 
the suspect became agitated and 
ran out of the ceremony. The 
bride went after Rainey, demand-
ing his phone, but he fled on foot 
with his father, Rodney Rainey, 
following him.

According to the probable 

Rainey was  
convicted of 
similar crimes  
in 2013

Ribbon-cutting marks completion of 53,000-square-foot grocery store
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Customers come and go at the RIdgefield Rosauers, which had a grand opening Dec. 7. 

Tracing the local  
roots of mint farm 
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