
Lucky 21 Casino closes overnight, 
115 employees lose their job  

Tourism opportunities grow 
in North Clark County
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Woodland’s Lucky 21 Casino 

is no more with more than 100 

employees out of work.

The abrupt closure happened 

at 6 a.m. April 8 and was a sur-

prise to most of the business’ 

staff. Employees who spoke to 

The Reflector noted they learned 
a few hours after the official 
closing, in some cases before 

their scheduled shifts that day.

The closure of the casino 

portion of what was more gen-

erally known as the Oak Tree 

followed an earlier closure of the 

main restaurant business after 

Thanksgiving 2018. Lucky 21 

General Manager Rich Lemieux 

explained management had con-

templated closing the casino in 

November but decided against it. 

He said that the business was los-

ing on average $150,000 month-

ly in the past 12 months, only 

breaking even for two.

Lemieux said that during a 

promotion beginning in April 

the business was losing money 

“hand over fist” which led to the 
abrupt closure. He said he was 

talking with the casino owner 

until 2:30 a.m. April 8 before ul-

timately the decision to close at 6 

a.m. was made.

Lemieux refuted any claims 

that the plan to close last week 

was premeditated, mentioning 

he had made a $6,000 purchase 
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North Clark County has a 

breadth of options for those out-

side the area looking for a day 

trip. From wine tasting to moun-

tain bike trails, the cities and 

communities north of Vancouver 

can hold their own when attract-

ing the attention of tourists out-

side of big-city fare.

That became evident through 

several conversations between 

locals in different industries and 

The Reflector in an effort to get 
an understanding of what North 

County has to offer to those pass-

ing through. 

Though centered on Vancou-

ver, as evidenced by their name, 

Visit Vancouver USA Communi-

cations Manager Erica Thomp-

son said her agency promotes 

North County for its smaller, 

family-owned businesses and 

outdoor recreation potential.

Thompson said that outdoor 

excursions are a hallmark of 

North County, as she explained 

web traffic showed photos of 
spots like the Cedar Creek Grist 

Mill as big hits on social media. 

She noted her agency published 

maps of Lewis River and North 

Clark County scenic drives, fea-

turing stops along the way.

“I would say the overall vibe 

is like outdoorsy plus historical,” 
she said. 

Fitting squarely in that ex-

perience of history and the 

outdoors are the seasonal train 

rides along the Chelatchie 

Prairie Railroad. For this year 

starting Mother’s Day week-

end steam trains run along the 

northern section of the railroad. 

The railroad’s event season in-

cludes several themed excur-

sions for Halloween and Christ-

mas, showing off the forested 

parts of Clark County for those 

seeking some scenic sights.

In terms of lodging, most of 

those who aren’t camping stay 

at hotels closer to Vancouver if 

they’re having a multi-day trip. 

Thompson noted plans for a ho-

tel at ilani as well as plans for 

one in Ridgefield which could 
shift some of those stays north-

ward, though she said a good 

deal of visitor traffic is from day 
trips — people who live close 

enough to North County to not 

need a place to stay when the ac-

tivities are done.

“We are very much a ‘drive’ 

market,” Thompson said.
Battle Ground  
is for vintage

The major draw for Bat-

tle Ground in the city proper is 

General manager: 
business lost it all  
in a week 

A look at what’s 
available to 
experience in  
the more rural  
side of Clark

Cowlitz County 
deputy killed 
in the line  
of duty

THE REFLECTOR

Cowlitz County Sheriff’s Of-

fice Deputy Justin R. Derosier 
was shot in the line of duty near 

the 100 block of Fallert Road off 

Kalama River Road on Saturday, 

April 13. He later died from his 

injuries.  

Around 10:11 p.m., Derosier 

was dispatched after a call about 

a disabled ve-

hicle blocking 

the roadway 

on Fallert 

Road. Shortly 

after arriving 

he was shot, 

according to a 

news release. 

Re s p o n d i ng 

officers made efforts to save Der-
osier on the scene before he was 

life flighted to PeaceHealth Med-

ical Center in Vancouver where 

he died late Saturday night. 

Derosier was 29 years old 

and leaves behind his wife and 

five-month-old daughter. In 2008 
he graduated from Kelso High 

School and attended Washington 

State University for his degree in 

Criminal Justice. He was hired 
by the Cowlitz County Sheriff 

in 2016 and during his career, he 

served as Patrol Deputy, SWAT 

Officer, and a boat operator.
“Today is a sad day for the 

Cowlitz County Sheriff office,” 
said County Sheriff Brad Thur-

man while fighting back tears 
during a press conference. “It is 

the first time in 165 years in the 
sheriff office existence that we’ve 
lost a deputy in the line of duty.”

The Cowlitz County commu-

nity mourned Derosier’s loss at a 

candlelight vigil Sunday night at 

Lake Sacajawea in Longview.

Justin R. Derosier 
leaves five-month-old 
daughter behind 
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Mallory Gebhardt, a card dealer, places a sign in hopes of getting the wages that haven’t been paid over the last three weeks at Lucky 21 
Casino in Woodland, April 12.

Justin R. Derosier 

Meet a local 

artist and see 

results from TR’s 

art contest  
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April 26 to 28
Clark County Event Center 

FREE ADMISSION
$6 Parking 
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Serving you for over 52 years! –  FAMILY OWNED & OPERATED

www.pointstire.com

EXPRESS LUBEEXPRESS LUBE

510 W. Main Street, Battle Ground � (360) 687-5131 � Monday-Friday 8-6, Saturday 8-5

FREE car wash with each oil changeFREE car wash with each oil change
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