
BGPS mulls future of CAM Academy

Settlement reached in Battle 
Ground bus stop accident cases

RICK BANNAN

rick@thereflector.com

One of Battle Ground Pub-
lic Schools’ alternative educa-
tion options is poised to make 

a move, though the folding of 
CAM Academy’s high school 
program into another of the dis-
trict’s schools isn’t planned, at 
least for now.

The BGPS Board of Direc-
tors voted 3-1 during its Aug. 12 
meeting to approve moving all of 
CAM Academy, a third through 
12th grade school, to the Maple 
Grove campus for the 2020-2021 
school year. Though directors 
initially had a vote to incorporate 
the school’s ninth through 12th 
grades into River HomeLink 

in front of them, they approved 
“further exploration of the CAM 
High School program at the con-
clusion of the 2019-2020 school 
year,” according to board meet-
ing information.

BGPS Deputy Superintendent 
Denny Waters said there is “con-
siderable public opinion (and) 
feedback” with concerns, specif-
ically about a loss of identity that 
the high school program would 
have if incorporated to another 
of the district’s schools. He said 
there were about 15 individuals 

providing public comment at 
the meeting, including a former 
board member and CAM Acad-
emy principal who spoke in sup-
port of what the school offered 
students.

“Until we could provide any 
level of certainty about what 
that program would look like, 
we would move in a manner that 
would continue that program for 
the time being,” Waters said. 

He referred to former CAM 
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The family of a Battle Ground 
girl who died after being struck 
by a vehicle at her school bus 
stop and a man who lost part of 
his leg in another accident at the 
same stop are set to receive about 

$1.7 million in total payouts in a 
settlement of tort claims regard-
ing both accidents, court fi lings 
show.

Late last month, the family 
of Elizabeth Smith was ordered 
to receive close to $500,000 in 
payouts as part of a tort claim 

fi led after she was hit by a vehi-
cle at her bus stop at Northeast 
82nd Avenue northwest of Battle 
Ground in October 2016. One 
payment of more than $200,000 
would be directed to the estate 
of Smith, who was 11 at the time 
of her death. Another $290,000 

would go to her sister, CeraAnn 
Smith, paid out in regular pay-
ments beginning in 2024, with 
a lump sum of $25,000 in 2028 
and close to $93,000 in 2031, ac-
cording to court fi lings. 

Third through eighth 
grades moving 
to Maple Grove 
campus in 2020; 
High school fate 
under consideration

Slo Poks host ‘Show N’ Shine’ in Vancouver

Oregon 
appoints 
members 
to bridge 
replacement 
committee
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Oregon lawmakers appear 
ready to come back to the ta-
ble regarding the replacement 
of the Interstate 5 bridge as the 
state now has its eight members 
appointed to an Oregon-Wash-
ington committee tasked with 
bringing a project to fruition.

Oregon House Speaker Tina 
Kotek announced the appoint-
ment of its members Aug. 14, ac-
cording to a media release from 
Washington state Sen. Annette 
Cleveland, D-Vancouver. The 
legislators — half Democrats, 
half Republicans and with four 
from each legislative chamber — 
mirror Washington’s own eight, 
the majority of which represent 
Clark County with half having 
North County constituencies.

Cleveland, author of the 2017 
piece of legislation, Substitute 
Senate Bill 5806, that created 
the committee, said bridge re-
placement had been her “big-
gest single priority” since tak-
ing her seat in the Washington 
Legislature.

“Whether you’re a Washing-
ton resident or an Oregon res-
ident, whether you live locally 
to the bridge or pass through to 
go farther north or south, this is 
great news,” Cleveland said in 
the release, which also stated that 
Oregon had allocated $5 million 
toward reopening a project of-
fi ce for the bridge’s replacement. 
Washington has already put 
$17.5 million to reopen a project 

$9 million from 
across the river 
going to kickstart 
Interstate 5 project

FOUR WHEELS AND FUN 
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Slo Poks hosted their car show 
“Show N’ Shine” on Aug. 17 on 
Main Street in Vancouver. The 
show was open to hot rods, custom 
vehicles, motorcycles, rat rods and 
collector cars, with each registra-
tion paying a $15 fee and donating 
school supplies for Hough Ele-

mentary School. A portion of the 
proceeds will be donated to the 
Hough Foundation for programs 
and projects. 

The day consisted of raffl e 
drawings all day, free giveaways, 
goodie bags, cars and fun. The 
free entry brought spectators 
from all over to examine each 
car, and provided entertainment 
for the whole family.  
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Slo Poks founding 
father Ron “Steve” 

Stephens puts his 
arm around his wife 
Gertrude Stephens 

while admiring a 1956 
Ford Thunderbird 

during the Slo Poks car 
show, Show N’ Shine, 

in Vancouver Aug. 17. 
The Vancouver couple 

drove a red 1955 
Ford Thunderbird to 

Reno for their wedding 
65 years ago, giving 

Thunderbirds a special 
parking spot in their 

hearts. 
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A 1928 Ford 
Sport Coupe 
at the Slo Poks 
car show, 
Show N’ Shine 
in Vancouver 
Aug. 17.

 Class of 1969 Reunites in 
Battle Ground
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