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Republican incumbent Jaime 
Herrera Beutler has retained her 
seat as Washington U.S. Repre-
sentative in District 3. 

As of the third round of ballot 

counts, Herrera Beutler had 52.8 
percent of votes, leading Demo-
crat challenger Carolyn Long by 
about 16,000 votes. 

“I’m so honored to have once 
again earned the trust of South-
west Washington residents who 
have selected me to serve them 
in Congress for another term,” 
Herrera Beutler said in a state-
ment Nov. 7, after the second vote 

Herrera Beutler wins; state 
seats retained by GOP

Plus results from every other local election  

Hockinson superintendent announces resignation 
THE REFLECTOR

Sandra Yager has seen history 
unfold in the Hockinson School 
District.

She was the first principal at 
Hockinson High School when it 
opened in 2003, became super-
intendent of the district in 2011, 
and oversaw the construction and 
completion of the new Hockinson 
Middle School in 2017.

On Nov. 7, Yager announced 
her resignation effective July 1, 
2019. She will become the new 
superintendent of Cornerstone 
Christian Academy in Vancouver.

“I am very thankful for the 
nearly 18 years that I have spent 
in Hockinson, as a principal as 

well as superintendent, and I am 
humbled to have had the oppor-
tunity to serve our students and 
our community,” Yager wrote in 
a letter to parents.

“With eight months left on my 
contract, our district is in a great 
position to find a leader who un-
derstands the culture, strengths 
and needs of Hockinson,” she 
added. “I have great confidence 
in Hockinson School District as it 
moves forward and will continue 
to applaud its progress and future 
accomplishments.”

See CRASH on Page A5

Yager has opened 
doors for the district 
for the past 18 years

Ridgefield 
train crash 
highlights 
need for 
overpass
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It was an eventful morning at 
the Ridgefield boat launch Nov. 
6 as a semi-trailer carrying four 
vehicles was hit by a train, send-
ing the trailer and truck into Lake 
River. None were injured.

The Ridgefield Police Depart-
ment first received word of the in-
cident shortly after 8 a.m. accord-
ing to police chief John Brooks.

Brooks explained that the driv-
er of the semi-trailer was deliv-
ering a van in the area. Because 
the trailer had a low clearance it 
“high-centered” on the railroad 
tracks across Mill Street. 

The driver exited the vehicle 
after he realized it was stuck and 
called 911 to report the situation 
— at that time the crossing sig-
nals lit up as a train approached 
the trailer. 

The passing train hit the back 
of the trailer, knocking off the 
van in the process which landed 
on adjacent tracks. 

That impact sent the trailer 
and semi-truck westward where 
it “rolled perfect, downhill and 
right into the boat launch, right 
into the water,” Brooks said.

The distance from the train 
tracks to the water’s edge at the 
boat launch is about 500 feet, 
according to Clark County Geo-
graphic Information Systems.

There was not any damage to 
the rails themselves to affect sub-
sequent train traffic. By around 
11 a.m. trains had resumed travel 
along the tracks. 

Port eyes first quarter 
2019 for start of 
construction
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Superintendent Sandra 
Yager speaks at the opening 

ceremony for the new Hockinson 
Middle School. After 18 years 

in the district, eight as the 
superintendent, Yager will resign 

July 1, 2019, to become the new 
superintendent of Cornerstone 

Christian Academy in Vancouver.
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State Rep. Paul Harris (right) hugs recently-elected Rep. Larry Hoff as they celebrate their wins Nov. 6 at the Clark County Public Service 
Center. Harris and most of Clark County’s other Republicans campaigned hard for Hoff over the last year. 
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U.S. Rep. Jaime 
Herrera Beutler 
preps for interviews 
after the 2018 
election results rolled 
in Nov. 6. Herrera 
Beutler will serve a 
fifth term following 
the concession of 
challenger Democrat 
Carolyn Long the 
following day. 
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