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Former Clark County Council 
Chair candidate Christy Stanley.
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Harvest Days and Nights gave 
Battle Ground residents and visi-
tors a slice of Americana.

Hot wheels and heaps rolled up 
and down Main Street for hours 
Friday. Onlookers flagged down 
the drivers, peeked in the window 
to say “hello,” asked for a ride or 
snapped a few photographs with 
their phones.

Several of the drivers made a pit 
stop at Urban Basics to participate 
in the burnout challenge. Fans saw 
a variety of vehicles ranging from 
cars and trucks to motorcycles, 
minivans and even a limousine.

Smoke from the screeching 
tires made it difficult to see and 
breathe, but fans couldn’t get 
enough of the sights and sounds. 
They stayed long after the sun set, 
until the competition ended at 10 
p.m.

Tracy Baker of Battle Ground 
earned a huge pop from the crowd 
after engulfing them with smoke 
in his red Trans Am.

“My kid’s been begging me to 

go every year. Finally just decid-
ed, get ‘r done,” Baker said. “I just 
burned off $600 worth of tires. 
Why not.”

He also enjoyed driving up and 

down the main drag of his home-
town, just like in the movie Amer-
ican Graffiti.
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The race for Clark County 
Council chair has narrowed as 
Christy Stanley has suspended 
her campaign, now putting her 
support behind fellow Demo-
crat Eric Holt.

Holt’s campaign announced 
the news July 21. In a release 
Stanley stated that Holt’s stance 
on allowing the marijuana in-
dustry into unincorporated 
parts of Clark County was chief 
among her reasons for support-
ing her former competitor.

“Whether or not a candidate 
would support lifting the mor-
atorium on cannabis played 
into my decision,” Stanley said. 
“Holt understands what lifting 
the moratorium could do for our 
county.”

“I entered this race to raise 
awareness to the profound 
opportunities Clark county 
now has for new leadership; 

Stanley 
withdraws 
from 
county 
chair race
Similarities to 
fellow candidate 
Holt chief 
among reasons 
for dropping out

See STANLEY on Page A2
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Hot wheels roll down Main Street while people watch from the sidewalk during the Harvest Nights cruise through Battle Ground Friday.

A slice of 
Americana

Harvest Days and 

Nights brings a 

festive atmosphere 

to Battle Ground

Developer rents foreclosed house 
to Woodland couple for over a year 
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Disputes over property own-
ership have left one Woodland 
couple feeling stuck in a bad 
situation while the one-time 
property owner is claiming his 
tenants are taking advantage of 
the case.

In September 2016 David 

Madison and his partner Virgin-
ia Leibl thought they had found 
the perfect place. Through a 
friend of a friend they found an 
11.5-acre parcel in west Wood-
land where they could live rela-
tively cheaply on their two fixed 
incomes with a low monthly rate.

Shortly thereafter the couple 
were contacted by Jerry Reeves, 
the ostensible owner of the par-
cel. Things were going good for 
about a year, Madison said. In 
that time the couple had invest-
ed improvements into the parcel, 
“basically everything that had to 
do with water in the house and 
property was redone,” he said. 
About $4,000 was invested.

Tenants halt 
payments when 
they find out, 
threaten one-time 
owner with mace 
when confronted 
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Virginia Leibl and David Madison stand in back of the house on a 
parcel they rent in West Woodland, currently undergoing an appeal 
case regarding legal ownership.See APPEAL on Page A2

The burnout pit at Urban Basics became a popular place to stop and put on a smoke screen show for 
the fans in Battle Ground Friday.

See AMERICANA on Page A5
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