
Battle Ground council votes down property tax increase
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Battle Ground taxpayers 
won’t see an increase in the city’s 
property tax levy next year as the 
city council voted against taking 
a 1 percent increase last week.

The council voted 6-1 to not 
take a percentage increase in its 
tax levy, the maximum annual 

increase allowed under state law 
without a vote of citizens. Coun-
cilor Adrian Cortes was the lone 
vote in favor of the increase.

The increase would have re-
sulted in roughly $30,500 more 
revenue for the city. Preliminary 
budget estimates indicated that 
overall it would have raised the 
city’s levy rate by 1 cent, from 
$1.37 per $1,000 of assessed val-
ue to $1.38.

Battle Ground Mayor Mike 
Dalesandro said his reason for 
voting no was based on the sig-
nificant increases in property tax 
as a result of other factors that 

came into play this year.
“Property owners have been 

hit pretty hard this past year,” 
Dalesandro said, noting that it 

wasn’t necessarily due to any-
thing the city was doing. The 
lion’s share of tax increases for 
2018 came from changes in state-
wide school funding as a result 
of the McCleary court decision 
which led to higher levy rates.

“While we really can’t control 
what happens up there (in Olym-
pia) we do have the ability to pull 
back here and not raise taxes,” 
Dalesandro said.

The 1 percent increase was 
“banked” which meant that there 

Recent levy hike 
for school funding 
among reasons  
for vote

Virtual reality brings next level 
learning to Battle Ground schools 
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Sarah Williams is bringing 
her love for Little House on the 
Prairie to life by using the Goo-
gle Tilt Brush virtual reality pro-
gram available for art students at 
Maple Grove K-8 School in Bat-
tle Ground.

“I think it’s really cool. You 
can see everything,” Williams 

said. “I’m in the art room but it 
feels like I’m in this open space 
where I can create whatever I 
want.”

Williams has a picture of the 
Prairie House she is trying to 
recreate. Once she puts on the 
VR headset, she is transported 
to her painting. It is all she sees. 
She uses the controllers in each 
had to draw the house, add colors 
and 3D effects.

“At first, it’s difficult because 
it’s 3D. You’re drawing some-
thing and then you take a step 
sideways and it’s all wonky,” 
Williams said. “It’s one of those 

things where you don’t know 
what you’re doing at first, but 
once you get the hang of it, it’s 
really easy. When you figure out 
how to do it, and you can walk 
around and make sure you have 
everything in the right place, 
then afterward it looks really 
cool.”

It is easy for Williams to lose 
track of time in the virtual reali-
ty world. She can’t see the clock 
with that headset on.

“It’s really cool trying out all 
the different brushes and mess-
ing with all the colors and every-
thing,” Williams said. “It’s just 

such a fun experience.”

Bringing VR to BGPS
Before she became an educa-

tional technology coordinator for 
Battle Ground Public Schools, 
Cassondra Tinsley taught art at 
Maple Grove. She got the op-
portunity to introduce Tilt Brush 
to her eighth-grade students last 
year as part of a pioneer project.

“The students get really ex-
cited about it. At this point now, 
they have seen some VR videos 
and maybe they have experi-
enced a little bit at home or with 

Students travel the 
world from their 
classrooms 

Officials: 
Cougar 
sightings 
up, but not 
population
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If you’re hiking a trail in the 
wilderness and encounter a cou-
gar, don’t take off running.

Instead, advice from the Wash-
ington Department of Fish and 
Wildlife is for those in such a situ-
ation to make themselves seem as 
far away from prey as they can — 
loud noises, waving of arms and 
using what equipment you have to 
make yourself appear as large as 
possible.

Though WDFW officials give 
recommendations for fending off 
wild felines, the chances of that 
encounter happening are extreme-
ly low. This year, however, people 
in Southwest Washington are re-
porting more cougar sightings 
than in the past.

According to the WDFW’s 
database, reported sightings are 
up in Southwest Washington. In 
Clark County 10 sightings were 
reported this year, up from seven 
in 2017. Across the whole of WD-
FW’s Region 5, however, sight-
ings were up significantly in 2018, 
especially in Cowlitz County.

In response to the uptick in 
reports, WDFW hosted a talk at 
their office in Ridgefield to pro-
vide information and ask ques-
tions regarding the big cat species.  

Cougar biology
WDFW Wildlife biologist 

Stephanie Bergh spoke about the 
biology and habits of cougars. 

Based on several studies, the 
total cougar population in Wash-
ington is estimated between 1,900 
to 2,100 animals, not counting 
kittens, with ranges being any for-
ested areas of the state, about 60 
percent of Washington.

Cougars preferred areas with 
ample cover to keep hidden while 
hunting, being active mainly from 
dusk until dawn. The cats’ prima-
ry prey are deer, though similar 
animals like elk or moose are also 
options as were mountain goats 
and small mammals. 

Cougar populations “self-reg-
ulate,” with single males holding 

Reported sightings 
out of La Center 
significantly increased 
in 2018 

While we 
really can’t 

control what 
happens up there 
(in Olympia) we do 
have the ability to 
pull back here and 
not raise taxes.”

— Mike Dalesandro,
Battle Ground mayor

Calling all elementary school children!
•  We are looking for unedited letters to Santa and Holiday  

artwork done by elementary school children.
• Letters and artwork should be on regular 8 ½ x 11 paper. 

• Please drop off to The Reflector by Monday November 26th. 
• Include Child’s Name, Age, Grade and School.
•  We are so excited to bring this special  publication  

to the community! 

The Reflector is working on their Dear Santa Publication to print December 19th
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Sarah Williams paints a scene from Little House on the Prairie using Google Tilt Brush for her eighth-grade art class at Maple Grove K-8 
School in Battle Ground. What she is drawing can be seen on the projector screen.

Hockinson back in  
state championship 
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