
Battle Ground’s Ben to 
lead Portland Rose Walk

Woodland hits a double

RICK BANNAN
rick@thereflector.com

If you’ve been around Battle 
Ground for any length of time, 
chances are you know Ben Lem-
ons.

When the 28-year-old Fred 
Meyer employee isn’t pushing 
carts at work, he’s more likely 
than not on his feet around town, 
always ready for strangers and 
old friends alike with a smile 
and a hug.

Ben will be heading to Port-
land this weekend to be the fi rst 
grand marshal of the Portland 
Rose Festival’s annual Grand 
Floral Walk, an event that pre-
cedes the well-known annual 
parade. The Battle Ground na-
tive was a fi tting choice for the 
Portland-based event given his 
reputation as a spreader of joy in 
the local community and festival 
organizers’ desire to honor one 
of its long-running participants, 
the city he calls home.

Portland Rose Festival Spe-
cial Events Assistant Sarah 

Burpee explained that event or-
ganizers had been mulling over 
having a grand marshal for a 
walk, at the same time looking 
for a way to celebrate Battle 
Ground, a city who shortly after 

its incorporation in 1951 had its 
own fl oats in the parade. With 
the 65th anniversary of the city’s 
participation this year the city 
needed someone iconic to helm 
the walk, with Burpee thinking 

Ben was the best fi t for the bill.
“I wanted to pick someone 

who would represent what was 
best about our community, and 

Official city 
ambassador 
honored with first-
of-its-kind role

Census 
data: 
North 
County 
growth 
slows 
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rick@thereflector.com

North County cities as a whole 
have slowed their growth accord-
ing to the latest available U.S. 
Census estimates, though pop-
ulations are still growing. Part 
of that slowdown in the former 
fast-growing city in Washington 
was expected as Ridgefi eld city 
offi cials say there has been a shift 
away from developing just more 
houses.

Census population estimates 
released late last month showed 
that North County growth has 
slowed about 35% from 2017 
to 2018, compared with 2016 to 
2017. This included about a 55% 
slowdown for Ridgefi eld, which 
for 2017 to 2018 grew by 409 res-
idents, or about 5.1%.

That’s less than the roughly 
13% growth the city experienced 
between 2016 and 2017, according 
to Census data. Ridgefi eld was no 
longer the fastest-growing city, 
as Spokane-area Airway Heights 
had a growth of about 12.7% and 
several other cities had larger 
population increases relative to 
their own sizes.

Though not the fastest state-
wide, Ridgefi eld was still the fast-
est among North County cities, 
sitting at a population of 8,357 
according to Census data. Growth 

Ridgefield no longer 
number-one in 
population growth as 
city shifts toward other 
development

PHOTO BY MATT BAIDE

Woodland softball pitcher Oliva Grey holds up the state championship trophy, colloquially known as Reggie, after a 3-0 state championship 
win over W.F. West on May 25. Full story on B1.

PHOTO BY MARY BROTEN

Ben Lemons brings back shopping carts during his shift at the Fred Meyer in Battle Ground May 31.
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