
BG council votes in levy increase
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Battle Ground residents won’t 
receive the same respite from 
property tax increases they saw 
last year as the city council voted 
to take a 1.69 percent levy rate 
increase last week.

The council voted 4-3 to ap-
prove the increase, which is both 
the usual 1 percent maximum a 
city can take each year as well as 

“banked capacity” that the city 
acquired when they declined to 
raise the rate last year. Munici-
palities can decide to bank their 
capacity to increase the rate 
should they decide not to take 
that 1 percent in a given year.

According to information 
provided to council, the increase 
will result in close to $54,000 
more collected in property tax 
by the city. Depending on how 
much a property’s assessed val-
ue (AV) increased from 2019 to 
2020, the levy hike could result 
in taxes owed to the city drop-
ping by $6.20 with no AV in-
crease, or paying $44.02 more 

given a 12 percent AV increase 
for a home valued at $310,000 
this year.

Even with the tax increase, 
the levy rate would drop due to 
increases in assessed value in the 
city, dropping from 2019’s $1.37 
per $1,000 of assessed value to 
$1.35 per $1,000. Without the 
increase that drop would be to 
$1.32 per $1,000, according to 
documents provided to the coun-
cil.

Last year, councilors voted 
6-1 to decline a 1 percent in-
crease, instead banking the ca-
pacity. At the time, councilors 
were looking to give residents a 

reprieve, especially after a tax 
hike related to school funding at 
the state level saw significant in-
creases on tax bills in 2018.

Councilor Adrian Cortes 
said that when the council vot-
ed against the levy increase last 
year he wanted to avoid the sit-
uation council was currently in 
with taking banked capacity. He 
was the lone “no” vote on coun-
cil’s 2018 motion.

Cortes said that although he 
could sympathize with potential 
funding issues facing the city, 
especially with the potential for 
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The Battle Ground fire station was the 
site of some early Christmas cheer as one 
13-year-old resident raised funds to provide a 
special Christmas to a family in need.

On Nov. 19, Hannah Boyett, alongside 

other members of American Heritage Girls 
Troop WA 1031, were out selling baked goods 
to raise funds for a community outreach proj-
ect spearheaded by Hannah. Proceeds from 
the sale will go to a family selected by The 
Salvation Army through their adopt-a-family 
program, she said.

Though initially she thought she would 

see a modest turnout, Hannah said she wasn’t 
expecting to be overwhelmed by the support 
of people stopping by. With about a half-hour 
left in the scheduled time for the sale, Han-
nah’s mother, Julie, estimated they had raised 
$700, more than their original $500 goal. 

City will raise its 
collection after 
declining last year

Battle Ground youth raises hundreds for service project

Appeals 
court 
to hear 
case in 
Chelatchie 
Prairie 
Railroad 
lawsuit
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The legal battle between the 
operator of the Chelatchie Prai-
rie Railroad and its owner, Clark 
County, continues with the state 
Court of Appeals now granting 
review of a ruling in the case 
based on where lawsuits were 
filed.

On Nov. 19, the Court of Ap-
peals Division II ruled to grant 
discretionary review over a previ-
ous ruling in Clark County Supe-
rior Court that a lawsuit between 
the county and the operator could 
not have its venue changed. The 
combined suit stems from two 
filed by Portland Vancouver Junc-
tion Railroad (PVJR), the opera-
tor, and Clark County against the 
other in March. Those suits deal 
with the validity of a lease the 
county and PVJR had in place for 
operation of the railroad.

The Court of Appeals deci-
sion stated that PVJR’s request 
to change venue was valid, giv-
en that the operator technical-
ly resides in King County, not 
Clark County, and based on case 
law either King County or one 
adjacent to Clark would be an 
appropriate venue, but not Clark 
County itself. 

Rail operator  
argues suit shouldn’t 
be in Clark County 
Superior Court
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American Heritage Girls Troop WA 1031 members Hannah Boyett, left, and Emily Camping sell baked goods as part of Boyett’s service 
project for an award through the organization at the Battle Ground fire station Nov. 19.

Be a Santa to a senior 
this holiday season 

C1

THIS WEEK’S CONTENTS
VITALS  ������������������������������������������A4
FAMILY ����������������������������������������� A8
CALENDAR �����������������������������������A9
HAPPENINGS ������������������������������A10
OPINION ������������������������������������ A11
OUTDOORS REPORT  �������������������� B1
LEGALS  ���������������������������������������� B2
CLASSIFIEDS  �������������������������������� B6
HOLIDAY CORNER  �����������������������C1
SHOP UPTOWN &  
DOWNTOWN VANCOUVER ���������� C4
U-CUT CHRISTMAS TREES ������������� C6
HEALTHY LIVING ����������������������������C7
OUTDOOR LIVING ����������������������� C8

The Reflector
208 SE 1st St., Battle Ground WA 98604

50¢

The Newspaper with Integrity Since 1909 • TheReflector�com • Serving North Clark and South Cowlitz Counties

November 27, 2019

PRSRT STD
U.S. POSTAGE PAID 

BATTLE GROUND, WA
PERMIT #1

CHANGE 
SERVICE  

REQUESTED

See BAKING on Page A7

See RAILROAD on Page A6

See LEVY on Page A6

TheReflector

& TRUCKS

CH
60

26
39

 d
b

Keep Your Vehicle Running Sweet!

www.pointstire.com
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You can be Thankful for  
Dick’s Great Service & Tire  Selection
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