
Clark County Fire & Rescue 
recognizes community 
members for saving life 

All in the family

CAMERON KAST
cameron@thereflector.com

Clark County Fire & Rescue 
recognized multiple commu-

nity heroes on Thursday, May 
9 at Fire Station 21. Local cit-
izen Suzanne Koller, CRE-
SA Dispatch Supervisor Julie 
Walker and Ridgefield police 
officers Tyler King and Andrew 
Marvitz all received the Fire 
Chief’s Life Saving award for 
providing critical life-saving 
care to Suzanne’s mother in law 

during a heart attack. 
Firefighters, police officers 

and community members gath-
ered at the fire station for re-
freshments and conversation just 
before the ceremony at 5:30 p.m. 

Prior to the awards being 
given out, Fire Chief John Nohr 
stated the importance for every-
one to learn cardiopulmonary 

resuscitation, (CPR), noting CPR 
is enough to help until more ad-
vanced medical care comes. 

CPR training proved a vital 
role on March 25 when Kolle 
noticed her mother-in-law was 
showing signs of a medical emer-
gency. After her husband made 
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A Vancouver man’s family re-
cently got a little bigger with the 
discovery of a long-lost brother 
brought to light through genetic 
testing.

Larry Dickerson, an engineer, 
small business owner, and 16-year 
Clark County resident, learned 
that he wasn’t the oldest son of his 
parents, Mavis and Larry Sr., last 
year. In late 2017 Dickerson, 56, 

took a 23andMe test on a whim. 
The first surprise came from 

the results on heritage, Dicker-
son explained. Initially, he was 
confident of his Irish and British 
ancestry, though was surprised to 
find small (but detectable) levels 
that showed black and Jewish an-
cestry, much to his surprise.

Dickerson said that he had 
been matched with some 1,600 
relatives through his genetic test, 
but it wasn’t until last July that he 
received word through 23andMe 
that they had found a full broth-
er that until that point Dickerson 
wasn’t aware of.

Firefighters, police 
officers and civilians 
recognized Thursday

Genetic testing leads 
to discovery of long-
lost brother

Gov. Inslee 
reverses 
stance on 
Kalama 
plant

RICK BANNAN
rick@thereflector.com

Gov. Jay Inslee has stated he 
is against the planned methanol 
production facility in Kalama, re-
versing past support of the rough-
ly $2 billion plan.

During a May 8 bill signing 
for legislation that bans hydraulic 
fracturing (fracking) for oil and 
natural gas in Washington state, 
Inslee delivered remarks on both 
the Kalama plant and a project in 
Tacoma, stating that he “cannot in 
good conscience support” either 
project given recent research on 
climate change.

“In the early days of both 
projects, I said they could help 
reduce greenhouse gas emissions 
as we transition to cleaner energy 
sources,” Inslee said in a prepared 
statement, “but I am no longer 
convinced that locking in these 
multidecadal infrastructure proj-
ects are sufficient to accomplish-
ing what’s necessary.”

Inslee said that “science is 
continuing to emerge” regarding 
the window for action to stop the 
effects of climate change, adding 
that “we don’t have the luxury of a 
50-year transition phase.”

Although Inslee said his stance 
did not change the regulatory 
process for projects like the one 
planned for Kalama, he would be 
working with regulatory agency 
directors in the coming weeks “to 
discuss the way forward.”

Northwest Innovation Works, 
the company behind the Kala-
ma plant, responded to Inslee’s 
statement in their own release, 

Project proponents 
confident it will prevail 
through permitting 
process
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Left to right: Dispatch Supervisor Julie Walker, and Suzanne Kolle embrace at the Fire Chief’s Life Saving Award ceremony in Ridgefield May 9. 

COURTESY PHOTO

From left, Todd Dickerson, Dan Drake and Larry Dickerson pose for a 
photo during one of their family get-togethers following the discovery 
that Drake was a long-lost brother of the Dickersons last July.

Group organizes 
hikes for seniors 
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