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Old Hockinson hall  
gains a new lease on life

DAN TRUJILLO
dan@thereflector.com

Finn Hall in Hockinson has 
stood the test of time for 86 years. 
After hosting dances, weddings, 
parties and other community cel-

ebrations for the United Finnish 
Kaleva Brothers & Sisters when it 
opened in 1932, the 8,500-square-
foot building is now the new 
home of Heritage Bible Church.

“They built this well to last,” 
said Heritage Bible Church Pas-
tor Tim Copper. “The building 
is representative of the kind of 
thing you find in this community. 
There’s foundations around here. 
Let’s hope it’s here for another 
100 years.”

Cooper started Heritage Bi-
ble Church 25 years ago. It has 
operated out of Firm Founda-
tion Christian School in Battle 
Ground for the past 10 years. 
During that time, members have 
been looking for a place to call 
their own. Once Finn Hall went 
up for sale in 2016, it seemed like 
the perfect opportunity. Heritage 
Bible purchased it for $490,000.

Copper and company have 
been working with Clark County 

officials ever since. For starters, 
they had to get the old building 
up to code by installing a new 
sprinkler system, staircases, ex-
its and fire alarms.

“The county staff has done a 
good job of making sure this is 
going to be a safe building but also 
allowing its restoration,” Copper 
said. “Without their approval, this 
wouldn’t have happened. A lot of 

Heritage Bible 
Church purchases 
8,500-square-foot 
building for $490,000

What is the future of Woodland Bottoms? 

RICK BANNAN
rick@thereflector.com

Woodland Community De-
velopment is set to provide a rec-
ommendation on possible growth 
planning changes on Thursday 
following weeks of public input.

The Woodland Planning 
Commission will have a hearing 
on changes to the city’s com-

prehensive growth management 
plan in order to come up with 
their own recommendation to 
send to the city council. On the 
table are map changes to the 
city’s urban growth area, land 
outside of city limits that will be 
the focus of development as the 
city grows.

The community development 
department hosted five open 
houses in November and Decem-
ber in order to hear input from 
residents on potential changes. 
Community Development Di-
rector Travis Goddard estimated 
about 100 people in total attend-
ed the events.

Though opinions varied, he 
said individuals tended to fall 
into two groups: one being that 
the city shouldn’t be growing 
and the other in favor of growth. 
In both cases the groups were 
in favor of planning, however. 
Goddard elaborated that those in 
opposition to growth were more 
concerned about fixing issues 
within the city first before look-
ing at any expansion.

The issue there would be that 
the city has limited resources as 
it stands.

“It’s kind of the cruel math-
ematics of taxes and growth,” 
Goddard said, asking the ques-

tion of how to fix problems with-
out growing the local economy. 
“If we had the money to fix the 
problems, we wouldn’t have the 
problems we currently have.”

The potential changes have 

No growth, pro 
growth proponents 
agree on one thing: 
better planning 
needed

Ridgefield 
eyes $20 
vehicle 
tab fee

RICK BANNAN
rick@thereflector.com

With all of the new roads go-
ing into Ridgefield as a result of 
development, the existing neigh-
borhood streets are in need of a 
little more maintenance. 

That’s the reasoning behind a 
proposed $20 vehicle tab fee the 
Ridgefield City Council is consid-
ering on Thursday that would add 
about $165,000 per year on aver-
age from 2020-2024. The tab fee 
coincides with the reformation of 
the city’s Transportation Benefit 
District (TBD), a special purpose 
district that under state law can 
collect funds for, in the case of 
the TBD, road maintenance and 
repair.

Ridgefield currently has a 
TBD that went defunct in 2012 
following the completion of the 
Interstate 5 overpass project in 
the city. Since then, a new state 
law has streamlined some of the 
district’s functions, Ridgefield 
City Manager Steve Stuart ex-
plained, meaning that this time 
around there won’t have to be 
separate meetings between the 
city council and the district — 
the council can act as both at their 
regular meetings.

Unlike the past TBD which 
levied a 0.2 percent sales tax, 
which would require a dis-
trictwide vote for approval, the 
city is looking to go for a vehicle 
tab fee that the council can ap-
prove following a public hearing. 
That hearing was held Dec. 6 ac-
cording to city documents. 

Nearby Battle Ground, Kelso 

Funding would 
maintain existing 
roads in city not 
covered in new 
development fees

IF YOU GO
Woodland Planning 
Commission meeting
7 p.m. Dec. 20
At city council chambers, 
200 E Scott Ave.

 You can’t 
avoid the 
Dixsons 
brothers 
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PHOTO BY DAN TRUJILLO

Since purchasing the old Hockinson hall for $490,000, Heritage Bible Church has been working with Clark County officials to get the 
86-year-old building up to code. Plans are in place to turn the longtime dance hall into a church. Pastor Tim Copper hopes to have a grand 
reopening sometime in the spring of 2019.
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