
Free speech rally hosted 
in Esther Short Park
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More than 100 gathered in Es-
ther Short Park Oct. 25 as part of a 
free speech rally in protest of local 
and statewide actions that those who 
spoke said were infringing on con-
stitutional rights.

The event drew in both famil-
iar and new faces who spoke out 
against topics ranging from what 
they felt were inappropriate conduct 
investigations in law enforcement to 
the restrictions put in place due to 
the ongoing COVID-19 pandemic.

Chief among issues raised cen-
tered around Vancouver City At-
torney Jonathan Young. Young had 
brought a criminal case against 
Kelly Carroll, owner of The Pet-
Biz in Vancouver, for opening her 
pet grooming business ahead of 
“Safe Start Washington” guide-

lines. Young has since dropped the 
charges.

Through that investigation com-
ments from Vancouver Police Sgt. 
Pat Moore during an interview re-
garding Carroll’s case regarding 
Patriot Prayer and Black Lives Mat-
ter came to light, leading to an in-
vestigation into those comments by 
VPD. Support for law enforcement 
including Moore was given by some 
of the speakers.

Other topics included restrictions 
placed upon Washingtonians in the 
wake of the COVID-19 pandemic, 
with the majority of those gathered 
not wearing facemasks during the 
demonstration. Another topic was 
the shooting death of Aaron J. Dan-
ielson in downtown Portland Aug. 
29, with calls for justice for the man. 
A suspect in Danielson’s death, Mi-
chael Reinoehl, was fatally shot by 
police Sept. 3 in Lacey.
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The latest efforts to com-
bat outbreaks of COVID-19 in 
Washington state are focused on 
colleges and universities, as Gov. 
Jay Inslee announced a number 
of requirements and restrictions 
intended to stop the spread fol-
lowing a rash of outbreaks linked 
to events tied to the return of stu-
dents for the fall semester.

During a press conference 
Tuesday, Oct. 20, Inslee an-
nounced new requirements for 
college campuses based on a sig-
nificant increase in COVID-19 
infections around “congregate 
living quarters” and social gath-
erings, particularly around frater-
nities and sororities, he said. The 
governor said colleges had been 
linked to 35 outbreaks with more 
than 800 cases directly attribut-
able to congregate living and so-
cial gatherings on campus.

The new rules include a re-
quirement for masks at all times 
in living areas on campus except 
for outside or in sleeping areas, 
with no more than two residents 
allowed to share the same sleep-
ing area. Visitations will be lim-
ited to no more than five people 
outside the household, and com-
mon areas can contain no more 
than five people in them at any 
given time.

Regarding the common area 

Frat houses, dorms 
require masks outside 
of sleeping areas, 
gatherings capped 
at five in a room

Clark County COVID-19 increases at slower rate 
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The number of confirmed 
COVID-19 cases in Clark County 
increased at a slower rate in the 
past week than the week prior, 
with 292 new cases and one new 
death of someone with confirmed 
COVID-19 reported between Oct. 
16 and Oct. 23.

Clark County Public Health’s 
Friday update puts the total num-
ber of confirmed COVID-19 
cases at 4,410 since the outbreak 
began. The death was a woman 
older than 80 with no underly-
ing health conditions, putting the 
total deaths in Clark County of 
those with confirmed COVID-19 
at 66.

Public Health reported 
GRAPH COURTESY CLARK COUNTY PUBLIC HEALTH

A graph showing the daily number of confirmed cases of COVID-19, as well as a curve of cumulative 
cases, updated to Oct. 20. The left axis shows the number of new cases per day based on the date of 
testing, while the right shows the cumulative number.See LOCAL on Page A16
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Yacolt Town Councilor Michelle Dawson speaks to a crowd 
gathered at Esther Short Park for a free speech rally Oct. 25. She 
spoke in support of law enforcement and called for justice for 
Aaron J. Danielson, who was fatally shot in downtown Portland 
Aug. 29.Cutline
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Gov. Jay Inslee spent time over the 
weekend waving signs and campaigning 
in the 17th Legislative District for fellow 
Democratic candidate Daniel Smith. 

“Let’s get this health care lead-
er elected to the state Senate,” Inslee 
tweeted Oct. 24.

Attendees at the roadside event were 
also in support of Democrat Tanisha 
Harris. Smith is seeking to unseat Re-
publican incumbent Sen. Lynda Wilson, 
R-Vancouver. Harris is looking to defeat 
Vicki Kraft, R-Vancouver. 

Inslee faces a challenge in the Nov. 
3 general election from Republican Lo-
ren Culp, the police chief of Republic, 
Washington. 
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