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National Wildlife Refuge center 
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It wasn’t a college signing, but 
the 25 students in Battle Ground 
Public Schools (and one from the 
Hockinson School District) who 
signed off on their futures at the 
district’s Lewisville Campus May 
21 are still headed for success as 
they jump into trade careers after 
graduation.

The district hosted an “Ap-
prenticeship Signing Day” to 
pay recognition to more than 
two dozen students who will be 

moving into a variety of different 
skilled trades after receiving their 
high school diploma. Employers, 
many of them local if not based 
in Battle Ground itself, alongside 
officials from the Joint Appren-
ticeship and Training Committee 
(JATC) and the Construction In-
dustry Training Council (CITC) 
welcomed students into the next 
step of their career journey.

The May 21 event was the first 
time BGPS had hosted such a 
signing. BGPS Career and Tech-
nical Education (CTE) Director 
Cindy Arnold explained the idea 
evolved over about a year as a 
way to give kudos to those not go-
ing to college but still continuing 
education.
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Rep. Jaime Herrera Beutler 
praised the U.S. Fish and Wild-
life Service (USFWS) this week 
as the service designated $5.25 

million towards the building of 
a new community and nature 
center in the Ridgefield National 
Wildlife Refuge. 

The center will replace the of-
fice trailer and current four build-
ings with a single, multi-purpose 
building that officials believe will 
better serve the 160,000 visitors 
the refuge sees each year. The 
building will include parking and 
roadway access to the refuge. 

“Today, Ridgefield residents, 

and all of us who live nearby 
and love experiencing nature can 
celebrate this milestone toward 
making the new Community and 
Nature Center a reality,” Herrera 
Beutler said in a press release. 
“I have no doubt this new center 
will improve the public’s expe-
rience when they come here to 
discover the wildlife and native 
culture of this beautiful region.”

Ridgefield Mayor Don Stose 
gave thanks to Herrera Beutler and 

Sen. Patty Murray on their efforts 
for bringing the center to fruition. 

“Today’s announcement is the 
culmination of years of hard work 
and commitment by the City of 
Ridgefield, Friends of the Refuge, 
and countless others in the com-
munity. We are all truly excited 
for a world-class Community and 
Nature Center to appropriately 
welcome people to the natural 
beauty of Ridgefield’s National 
Wildlife Refuge,” Stose said.

Inaugural event 
highlights career 
paths outside  
of college  

Sen. Patty Murray, 
Rep. Herrera  
Beutler helped 
spearhead project 

North 
County 
lawmakers 
have 19 
bills signed
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The 2019 Legislative session 
is over and Gov. Jay Inslee’s pen 
has been busy signing off on hun-
dreds of bills that managed to sur-
vive the 105 days lawmakers were 
at work. Of the 469 bills signed 
by the governor as of May 23, 19 
were from legislators representing 
North County. 

REPRESENTATIVES
Paul Harris
Rep. Paul Harris, R-Vancou-

ver, had two of the five bills he 
was the primary sponsor for pass, 
both receiving significant atten-
tion statewide and beyond. House 
Bill 1074 raises the legal age for 
purchase of tobacco and vapor 
products to 21 and received sup-
port from Washington Attorney 
General Bob Ferguson through its 
push in the legislature.

Harris’ other bill, Engrossed 
House Bill 1638, removes the per-
sonal/philosophical exemption 
from the measles, mumps and 
rubella (MMR) vaccine required 
to attend schools and licensed 
daycares in the state. The bill fol-
lows this year’s measles outbreak 
in Clark County which officially 
came to an end April 29 with 71 
confirmed cases in total.

Brandon Vick
Rep. Brandon Vick, R-Felida, 

had two of his nine bills hit Ins-
lee’s desk. House Bill 1208 allows 
for flexibility for accounting firms 
as to whether or not they need a 
specific license if they do or don’t 
provide attest services as a part 
of their business. Substitute Sen-
ate Bill 1284 creates a framework 

Here’s a summary  
of each one 
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BGHS student Jake Tapani signs to join Tapani Plumbing at the 
Battle Ground Public Schools inaugural Apprenticeship Signing 
Day May 21.

 Rising Homelessness
Report shows Clark County 

homelessness getting worse
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BGHS student Derrik Massie signs to join Progress Electric at the Battle Ground Public Schools inaugural Apprenticeship Signing Day May 21.
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