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Stay up to date on COVID-19 news at TheReflector.com
Protect Yourself & Others

1.  Wash hands frequently with soap and water for at least 20 seconds, 

and always before eating; after using the bathroom; and after 

blowing your nose, coughing or sneezing.

2. Avoid touching your eyes, nose and mouth with unwashed hands.

3. Cover your cough or sneeze with a tissue, then dispose of the tissue in the trash.

4. Stay at home when sick until your symptoms are gone.

Source: National Center for Immunization and Respiratory Diseases (NCIRD)
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PeaceHealth Southwest Med-

ical Center volunteers showed 

their support for hospital staff 

in a parade last week, honoring 

medical workers those volunteers 

had helped up until the program 

was suspended in March to help 

stop the spread of COVID-19.

A few dozen cars drove 

through the medical center cam-

pus June 18 as staff sported signs 

showing the mutual feelings of 

missing PeaceHealth’s volun-

teers. The close to 400 volunteers 

at the medical center had been 

furloughed since March 18, with 

currently no set date for resuming 

their services.

"We truly miss our volunteers," 

PeaceHealth Southwest Volunteer 

Coordinator Kristy Murray said 

in a release ahead of the parade. 

"Not only do they perform many 

important tasks here, they also 

bring a warmth and positive ener-

gy that never fails to brighten our 

day. It will be wonderful to see 

them again on Thursday, even if it 

is just through a windshield."
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Confirmed cases of COVID-19 
continue to rise in Clark Coun-

ty, though the rate of new pos-

itive tests is in line with criteria 

needed for the county to advance 

through the state’s “Safe Start 

Washington” plan.

Clark County Public Health’s 

data released June 19 showed a 

total of 685 confirmed COVID-19 
cases had been found in resi-

dents since the outbreak began in 

March. The number was 55 great-

er than Public Health’s number a 

week earlier on June 12, and no 

additional deaths of those con-

firmed to have the disease were 
recorded in that time period, 

keeping the total in Clark County 

at 28.

Public Health’s latest num-

bers showed a rate of newly-con-

firmed COVID-19 cases at 16 per 
100,000 of population in the past 

two weeks. The department ex-

plained that having an incidence 

below 25 per 100,000 of popu-

lation was one of the criteria for 

counties to move into Phase 3 of 

“Safe Start Washington,” allow-

ing for the easing of further re-

strictions imposed in an effort to 

stop the disease’s spread.

Employee furloughs, 
suspending 
scheduled raises 
latest steps in 
handling COVID-19’s 
economic woes

RICK BANNAN

rick@thereflector.com

Gov. Jay Inslee has announced 

tens of millions of dollars in 

state budget cuts — including 

the elimination of planned raises 

and a reduction of hours among 

some state employees — as part 

of his efforts to rein in spend-

ing as a recent revenue forecast 

painted a picture of losses ap-

proaching $9 billion in the next 

few years due to the effects of 

the COVID-19 pandemic and as-

sociated business disruptions.

Inslee spoke about the cuts 

during a press conference 

Wednesday, June 17, which fol-

lowed the release of the Wash-

ington State Economic and Rev-

enue Forecast Council’s June 

report earlier that day. The re-

port showed a nearly $4.5 billion 

drop in revenue this biennium, 

with an additional $4.3 billion 

reduced in the next biennium, as 

a result of a stifled economy in 
the face of the global pandemic.

The cuts announced that day 

included the furlough of about 

40,000 state employees, requir-

ing them to take one day of the 

week off without pay for a month 

starting June 26, as well as can-

celing previously approved rais-

es of 3 percent for some 5,600 

state workers. Inslee said those 

measures would save about $55 

million, adding that should oth-

er government entities not under 

control of his office make similar 
cuts, an additional $91 million 

could be saved.

The cuts announced were 

only the most recent ways Inslee 

has addressed a poor econom-

ic forecast, as he noted he had 

previously vetoed close to $450 

million in appropriations in 

April and asked state agencies to 

model 15-percent budget cuts to 

realize more savings.

“We’ve got to scrub the whole 

budget and see what the bud-

get’s going to look like from the 

expenditures side,” he said, ac-

knowledging difficult decisions 
ahead on cutting down spending.

“That’s not easy, but it’s nec-

essary,” Inslee said about the 

cuts he announced and the ones 

to follow.

Inslee said some agencies 

would be unaffected by the fur-

loughs, notably employees pro-

cessing unemployment insur-

ance claims and some workers 
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PeaceHealth Southwest Medical Center volunteers drive through the campus to show support of medical staff June 18. Close to 400 
volunteers at the medical center have been off-campus since March as a precaution to stop the spread of COVID-19 at the hospital.

Inslee announces cuts to handle 
state’s $9 billion revenue shortfall
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