
THE REFLECTOR

The Washington State Legis-
lature will re-convene as a full 
government body Jan. 14. The 
Reflector sent out a list of ques-
tions to local lawmakers to get 
an idea of what their goals are 
and how they plan to address lo-
cally-pertinent issues. 

Editor’s notes: Responses 
have been edited for clarity and 
brevity; Rep. Paul Harris, R-Van-
couver, did not submit answers 
by press deadline; some lawmak-
ers did not complete the entire 
questionnaire; some of Rep. Vic-
ki Kraft’s answers were gleaned 
from a submitted news release. 

17th Legislative District
Sen. Lynda Wilson,  
R-Vancouver
Committees:
• Ranking member: Financial 
Institutions, Economic Develop-
ment and Trade (new committee)
• Law and Justice
• Ways and Means 

What are your top 
priorities for this leg-
islative session? 

My priorities are 
first and foremost try-
ing to halt any new 
tax increases, such as 
a new state income 
tax (on capital gains) 
or a carbon tax. State 
government is already collecting 
far more revenue than expected 
through the taxes it already im-
poses. I fear our state’s employ-
ers will have to be on the defense 
this year — and I’m hoping to 
head off any overly burdensome 
regulations that hinder growth 
and prosperity. I will contin-
ue to try and convince the ma-
jority party how important the 
proposed reduction of the man-

ufacturing (business and occu-
pation) tax rate is to that indus-
try. We approved a reduction in 
2017, but the governor vetoed it. 
Manufacturing is the one sector 
of our economy that is lagging, 
and taxing non-aerospace manu-
facturers at the same lower rate 
as those involved in aerospace 
should help turn that around.

Are you planning on spon-
soring any specific bills? 

I have several new bills in the 
works:

• A tweak to the Growth Man-
agement Act that allows for pub-
lic safety to be equally consid-
ered with environmental matters 
concerning sewer and sanitation. 
This will be important in the 
continuation of the use of rural 
lands, especially as it relates to 
freight rail-dependent uses.

• A bill to allow Community 
and Technical Colleges the abili-
ty to hire their own law-enforce-
ment officers if they choose. At 
this point, they are not allowed 
the same options for protection 

to accomplish campus 
safety as all other pub-
lic schools in Wash-
ington.

• A bill dealing with 
real-time notification 
and electronic monitor-
ing if a perpetrator gets 
too close to a victim of 
domestic violence. 

I have several other bills that 
are not quite ready, but I’m work-
ing through them now.

State Growth Management 
Act: Is there anything in the 
current law you would like 
to see changed? Conversely, 
is there anything of note you 
want to keep the status quo in 
the Act?

The GMA has now been in 

effect for 27 years. There are 13 
points in the act that are supposed 
to be equally applied. However, 
the environmental area of it has 
outweighed all of the other fac-
tors. The GMA’s provisions about 
economic development need to 
be given at least the same amount 
of weight as the environmental 
part. I have a few bills that will 
address much-needed changes 
to the GMA, but needless to say, 
any improvements proposed will 
be incremental at best, if they are 
to have any hope of passing and 
being signed into law.

 Local taxpayers were hit 
hard with new property levies 
last year. Given it’s a budget-
ary session in 2019, what do 
you feel deserves more state-
wide funding and what could 
use a little less?

There’s good news coming for 
local taxpayers, as the bipartisan 
approach to K-12 funding we 
agreed upon will mean small-
er property-tax bills in 2019 in 
most parts of our state. I’m aware 
that some school districts will 
need to figure out ways to sustain 
the employment contracts they 
recently negotiated, but the an-
swer is not for districts to pursue 
permission to start raising local 
property taxes again — or for the 
next state budget to include fund-
ing for bailouts. The treatment of 
mental health is an issue that is 
pervasive throughout Washing-
ton and has been sidelined for 
too long. We need more funding 
and attention focused on that 
now that the question about fully 
funding public education (raised 
by the McCleary court ruling) is 
behind us, an opinion shared by 
the state Supreme Court.

Last year the Legislature 
tried to rush through a bill 

that to many would have hin-
dered transparency within 
state government. What steps 
can or will you take in order 
to promote transparency and 
trust between Olympia and the 
taxpaying public?

We need to find a way to ad-
dress questions about govern-
ment transparency, and build on 
the trust that I think exists al-
ready, yet still be able to protect 
the sensitive issues our constitu-
ents often bring up. Last year’s 
bill, had it not been vetoed, 
would have achieved a higher 
level of transparency that didn’t 
exist previously.  And as long 
as our staff is allowed to fulfill 
requests for records, the way 
staff members do elsewhere in 
government, I think we can find 
a good compromise with those 
who are raising questions about 
access.  A task force that met 
during the interim has put rec-
ommendations on the table, and I 
look forward to discussing what 
they’ve come up with.   

 One of the biggest con-
cerns among locals is keeping 
a particular aesthetic in Clark 
County while still pursuing 
economic avenues that pro-
mote or keep the region’s in-
dependence. Is there anything 
at the state level that can be 
done in order to maintain a 
balance between rural charm 
and more urban, industrial de-
velopment?

Most of our rural citizens have 
to travel outside of their commu-
nity, often to Oregon, to get to 
their jobs. We owe it to Clark 
County residents to find ways to 
increase economic opportunities 
where they both live and play.

Local state lawmakers field questions from The Reflector about the upcoming long session

Ridgefield 
natives 
effect 
change 
with Haiti 
farm 

DAN TRUJILLO
dan@thereflector.com

A few weeks before he asked 
her to marry him, Nick Soderberg 
promised to his soon to be wife 
Nikki that they would live abroad 
for at least a year.

“He agreed because he had 
already purchased the ring,” Nik-
ki said during a phone call with 
The Reflector. “He thought by 
the time I was done with college 
I would be ready to settle down 
and have a normal life. He didn’t 
think he would have to fulfill that 
promise.”

More than eight years after 
moving from Ridgefield to Haiti, 
working at two orphanages and 
starting their own farm called 
“New Roots Haiti,” that promise 
Nick made to Nikki has turned 
into a lifelong commitment.

“I was very passionate about 
this when we started it; I’m a 
hundred times more passionate 
about it now. Just seeing how this 
farm has jump-started the econ-
omy and created sustainable jobs 
for these people has been really 
huge,” Nick said. 

“My mission is to work with 
these men and women and help 
them become better parents, 
better spouses and better com-
munity members,” he added. “A 

Married couple 
worked at orphanage 
for five years before 
starting their own  
13-acre farm to 
employ locals 

Despite fame, 
Jordan Chiles 

stays grounded 
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