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Education and transporta-

tion have dominated headlines 

in North Clark County this year. 

School funding caught the pub-

lic’s attention with the region 

playing host to several teacher 

strikes and various bonds passing 

and failing. 

Railroads and bridges also 

brought debate as work to bring 

industry in what is now a rural 

area caused concern from resi-

dents, and worries about inter-

state tolling and replacement of 

the Interstate 5 bridge over the 

Columbia River had people in 

Washington intently watching 

what Oregon would do regarding 

the matters. 

Other top stories included a 

viral video leading to charges of 

reckless endangerment, a nearly 

two-year-old murder investiga-

tion resulting in suspects finally 
being caught, and in more pleas-

ant news, a bird-themed semi-pro 

baseball team that will make its 

roost in Ridgefield next year.
Chelatchie  
Prairie Railroad

The possibility of industrial 

development along parts of a 33-

mile short-line railroad owned by 

Clark County drew considerable 

attention among nearby residents 

this year as Clark County Coun-

cil, staff, and an advisory com-

mittee worked out who would be 

allowed to set up shop.

Following a bill passed in 2017 

sponsored by State Sen. Lyn-

da Wilson, R-Vancouver, Clark 

County was one of two counties 

to take advantage of a rare change 

in the state Growth Management 

Act that allowed for short-line rail 

industrial development so long as 

it depended on the railroad for 

operations. 

While the county was working 

on implementation several groups 

including the Greater Brush Prai-

rie Neighborhood Association 

voiced opposition to the work, 

worried that having industry in 

the rural areas along the railroad 

would have impacts on their qual-

ity of life.

The controversy played out in 

the Clark County Council Chair 

race between current District 4 

councilor Eileen Quiring, a Re-

publican, and challenger Eric 

Holt, a Democrat. Initially Quir-

ing was much in favor of bringing 

industry to the railroad, though 

after considerable public back-

lash her support has wavered. 

Holt, on the other hand, was al-

ways opposed to the idea, instead 

favoring the railroad’s use as a 

tourism asset.

Ultimately the opposition 

would not help Holt take the chair 

position, though it did put him 

close. Quiring won the race by 

fewer than 1,000 votes.

Interstate tolling,  
bridge fixes

Clark County commuters to 

Portland have been paying atten-

tion to commotion south of the 

Columbia as the possibility of 

tolling on Interstate 5 and Inter-

state 205 has been a topic of con-

versation among Oregon officials. 

The year’s top news and The 
Reflector staff’s favorite stories 

County council clears way for 
over 500 homes near fairgrounds

RICK BANNAN

rick@thereflector.com

Development on the east side 

of the Interstate 5/Northeast 

179th Street interchange received 

a push from the Clark County 

Council as they voted to remove 

a restriction on 40 acres of land, 

clearing the way for more than 

500 residential units during their 

last major meeting of the year.

The council voted 4-0 to re-

move the urban holding overlay 

off of parcels to the north of 

Northeast 179th Street and west 

of Northeast 10th Avenue Dec. 

18. Councilor John Blom was 

absent.

The urban holding overlay 

prevents development on par-

cels before adequate transpor-

tation improvements have been 

determined to be “reasonably 

funded” in the area to mitigate 

impacts from new activity. Clark 

County Community Planning 

Director Oliver Orjiako said that 

land around the I-5/179th Street 

interchange were the only par-

cels within Vancouver’s growth 

boundary in urban holding, in-

cluding the 40 acres in question.

Matt Hermen, a planner with 

the county, explained that the 
developer, Killian Pacific, was 
planning 200 single-family de-

tached homes as well as 326 

apartment units for the area. He 

said they would generate around 

Phase 2 hearing 
moved to February 
after concerns over 
funding

DOC denies 
allegations of 
discrimination 
by Larch 
employee

RICK BANNAN

rick@thereflector.com

The Washington State Depart-

ment of Corrections has respond-

ed to a complaint filed by a work-

er at Larch Corrections Center, 

denying allegations leveled at the 

department regarding discrimi-

nation and harassment the plain-

tiff faced while working at the 

minimum security prison.

The response follows an Oct. 

23 complaint filed in Clark Coun-

ty Superior Court by Sidney 

Clark, an employee of Larch for 

more than 20 years according to 

the suit. 

Clark, an African-American, 

alleged he received “disparate 

treatment and a hostile work en-

vironment because of his race.” 

It goes on further to allege that 

Clark was subject to retaliation 

due to his involvement with pro-

ceedings seeking to investigate 

his claims.

Clark’s claims included a 

breach of an agreement where 

he dropped an unfair labor prac-

tices grievance in exchange for 
removal of disciplinary letters, 

retaliation over reporting of sex-

ual misconduct allegations, being 

stripped of job responsibilities 

and being denied of promotions 

while his white peers were treat-

ed more favorably.

The Department of Correc-

tions response denies much of 

what Clark detailed in his com-

plaint, specifically allegations 
that it engaged “in misconduct, 

discrimination, or retaliation” 

against Clark. 

The DOC response did affirm 
some of Clark’s complaint, mostly 

Charges dropped 
against alleged 
harasser of employee 

PHOTO DAN TRUJILLO

Teachers across Washington went on strike at the beginning 

of the 2018-19 school year as districts administrators and union 

representatives couldn’t agree on what the McCleary money was 

meant for. Battle Ground’s strike was one of the longest lasting in 

the area. This photo was taken on Sept. 4 when more than 800 

Battle Ground educators, spouses, students, parents and families 

rallied in front of district office.

PHOTO DAN TRUJILLO

Although he no longer hears sound and is fully blind in one eye, 

Larry Craig still performs as DJ Shadow Deaf Jam. The 44-year-

old built Seraphic Empire with the help of his wife, Angi, and the 

community of Amboy, Washington.

PHOTO JARED WENZELBURGER 

Lila Russell takes a swing on a sunny afternoon in May during the 

2A state softball championship. The Beavers beat Ellensburg 5-1 for 

the state championship. 

Can La Center 

Middle School 

stop bullying? 
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