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Soldiers, engineers collaborate on launcher demo
By AMY TOLSON
DEVCOM Aviation & Missile Center Public
Affairs

FORT SILL, Okla. – It’s a concept
that would thicken the force and increase
mass fires – and it’s one step closer to reality for the warfighter.
The Combat Capabilities Development Command Aviation & Missile
Center, in support of the Long Range
Precision Fires Cross-Functional Team,
in partnership with the DEVCOM
Ground Vehicle Systems Center and the
18th Field Artillery Brigade, successfully
demonstrated proof of concept for an
Autonomous Multi-Domain Launcher,
culminating with a multi-round live fire
demonstration at Fort Sill in June.
Seven rockets were fired, showcasing
AML’s lethality potential in anti-access/
area denial multi-domain operations,
particularly in the Indo-Pacific theater,
the focus of the demonstration’s simulation.
“Our whole job was to prove that it is
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Soldiers from the 18th Field Artillery Brigade out of Fort Bragg, N.C., share their
feedback with engineers and technologists from the Combat Capabilities Development Command’s Aviation & Missile Center and Ground Vehicle Systems
See Launcher on page 7 Center.

Rocket rises to top in newspaper contest
From Staff Reports

The Redstone Rocket brought home the
top prize in the recent Alabama Press Association Better Newspaper Contest.
“Each year the Alabama Press Association recognizes the best newspapers in the
state by evaluating the content they create
for their print and digital products,” French
Salter, The Rocket’s general manager, said.
“For the past two years The Rocket has won
first place in the General Excellence category—the most prestigious honor that can be
awarded— and I could not be prouder of
the work that takes place at the paper.
“What stands out here is that not only
did the Rocket win the General Excellence
Award in back to back years but the judging is done by Associations from different
states each year thus recognizing the work
from Association groups from different
parts of the country.”
The General Excellence award is a cumulative award that takes into account a

paper’s performance in all of the other contest categories. The Rocket won a total of
29 awards, which was based on work done
in 2020.
“The Rocket has an extremely talented
staff who works to find new and exciting
ways to engage our readers and contribute
to an overall sense of community at Redstone,” Jonathan Stinson, assistant editor,
said. “That wasn’t always the easiest thing
to do in 2020 during the middle of a global
pandemic, but it’s times like that when you
need a strong community newspaper and
Redstone has been fortunate to have one for
almost 70 years.”
The Rocket will celebrate its 70th anniversary in 2022 and the Rocket Editor Skip
Vaughn has been there for 41 one those
years.
“This is wonderful news,” Vaughn said.
“Congratulations to our team. We’ve won
two straight Super Bowls.”
Julie Frederick, the Garrison’s director of
public affairs, said “The support of the lo-

cal tenants who help the Rocket share their
stories is an invaluable resource that makes
the paper unique and adds value for The
Rocket’s readers.”
A breakdown of the awards are:

General Excellence
1st place, staff

Advertising sweepstakes
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2nd place, staff

Best Use of Photographs/
Editorial Content
2nd place

Best Sports Coverage
1st place

Best Feature story
1st place “From Homelessness to
family man, one veteran’s journey” by
Katie Davis Skelley
See Awards on page 2
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