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Oregon could exceed 
a record number of rabid 
bats this year, according 
to the Oregon Health 
Authority (OHA) and 
the Oregon Department 
of Fish and Wildlife 
(ODFW).

The two agencies are 
urging people to prevent 
exposure to rabies while 
highlighting the impor-
tance of bats and other 
wildlife to the state’s 
ecosystems.

So far, 22 bats have 
tested positive for rabies 
in 2026, according to 
OHA data. That numbers 
illustrate that the state 
has matched – and is 
poised to surpass – its 
record for the number of 
bats that test positive for 

JEREMY C. RUARK
Lincoln County Leader

Two people have been 
arrested and face multiple 
criminal charges follow-
ing a theft investigation 
at the Lincoln City Outlet 
Mall.

According to the 
Lincoln City Police 

Department investiga-
tors, a concerned citi-
zen witnessed subjects 
actively cutting electric 
vehicle chargers at the 
Lincoln City Outlet Mall 
at approximately 1 a.m. 
July 31 and immediately 
notified the LCPD. 

Officers surrounded 
the Outlet Mall and 

intercepted the suspects 
as they were leaving in 
a blue Honda Ridgeline, 
according to LCPD Sgt 
Erik Anderson.

“Both suspects were 
taken into custody with-
out further incident,” 
Anderson said. “A search 

The Toledo Public 
Library will be one of 
300 libraries to par-
ticipate in the fourth 
and final round of 

“Libraries Transforming 
Communities: Accessible 
Small and Rural 
Communities.” 

The American Library 
Association (ALA) 
initiative that provides 
community engage-
ment and accessibility 
resources to small and 
rural libraries to help 
them better serve people 
with disabilities.

The competitive award 
comes with a $10,000 
grant that will be applied 
to updating the library’s 
physical space and acces-
sibility features, as well 
as improving programs 
and collections to bet-
ter serve the needs of 
all the members of our 
community.

TONY REED
Country Media, Inc.

After months of being 
dark, the curtain was 
rolled back, and the 
light inside Heceta Head 
Lighthouse was relit on 
July 23. The historic 
lighthouse has been dark 
since mid-March, when 
it was discovered that the 
mechanism that rotates 
the Fresnel lens was 
worn down.

The light was turned 
back on in the morning 
without any fanfare.

“We are so happy to 
have this iconic light-
house back up and 
running, and I invite 
everyone to come see 
it in person,” said Park 
Manager Hylah Furnish. 
“Maintenance is a con-
stant at Oregon State 
Parks, and caring for 
a historic lighthouse 
adds unique challenges, 
requirements, and costs.”

The historic lighthouse 
was turned off because 
the supporting assembly 
needed new carriage 
wheels. The wheels hold 

The Toledo Public Library is located at 173 NW 7th Street in Toledo. 
(Courtesy photo)

Toledo Public Library to 
receive $10,000 grant

As of July 31, 22 bats have tested positive for 
rabies in 2026, according to OHA data. (Benton 
County Health)

Rabid bat reports increasing, 
prompting state advisory

The investigation centered on electrical vehicle charging equipment at the 
Lincoln City Outlet Mall. (Courtesy photo)

Suspects arrested following investigation

See ARREST, page A7See BAT, page A7

See REPAIRS, page A6

See GRANT, page A7

Historic Oregon lighthouse relit after repairs

The Heceta Head Lightstation, south of Yachats, has been keeping watch over the Pacific Ocean since 1894. (Courtesy photo)
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Lottery

Friday, July 31
Mega Millions
4 • 18 • 26 • 43 • 51 • PB-4

Saturday, August 1
Powerball
6 • 17 • 27 • 48 • 50 • PB-5 • x3

Saturday, August 1
Megabucks
7 • 17 • 18 • 19 • 29 • 43

Weather
Wednesday: High-71/Low-54 
Mostly Sunny
Thursday: High-67/Low-52 
AM Fog/PM Sun
Friday: High-67/Low-52 
Partly Cloudy
Saturday: High-66/Low-53 
Partly Cloudy
Sunday: High-64/Low-53 
Mostly Sunny
Monday: High-64/Low-53 
Mostly Sunny
Tuesday: High-64/Low-53 
Mostly Sunny

Past Weather
On the Coast
 Rain Low High
28-Jul ....... 0 “........59.59 °F .... 70.82 °F
29-Jul ....... 0 “........55.22 °F .... 67.23 °F
30-Jul ....... 0 “........53.55 °F .... 68.11 °F
31-Jul ....... 0 “........53.73 °F .... 70.47 °F
01-Aug ... 0.07 “ .....58.39 °F .... 68.29 °F
02-Aug ... 0.01 “ .....52.48 °F .... 67.81 °F
03-Aug ....... 0 .........52.06 °F .... 62.52 °F
Total rainfall from Jan. 1 ........27.14”

Sunrise/Sunset
August 5 .........6:07 a.m. ..........8:38 p.m.

August 6 .........6:08 a.m. ..........8:36 p.m.

August 7 .........6:09 a.m. ..........8:35 p.m.

August 8 .........6:10 a.m. ..........8:34 p.m.

August 9 .........6:11 a.m. ..........8:32 p.m.

August 10 .......6:13 a.m. ..........8:31 p.m.

August 11 .......6:14 a.m. ..........8:29 p.m.

August 12 .......6:15 a.m. ..........8:28 p.m.

August 13 .......6:16 a.m. ..........8:26 p.m.

Tides Tables
National Oceanic and 

Atmospheric Administration

WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 5
High .................5:38 a.m. ................. 5.0
Low .................11:03 a.m. ................ 1.9
High ................ 5:35 p.m. ................. 7.3

THURSDAY, AUGUST 6
Low .................12:46 a.m. ................ 0.6
High .................6:58 a.m. ................. 4.6
Low .................11:53 a.m. ................ 2.6
High ................ 6:27 p.m. ................. 7.4

FRIDAY, AUGUST 7
Low .................  1:59 a.m.................. 0.2
High .................8:34 a.m. ................. 4.6
Low .................  1:02 p.m. ................ 3.2
High ................ 7:32 p.m. ................. 7.5

SATURDAY, AUGUST 8
Low .................  3:12 a.m................. -0.3
High ................10:05 a.m. ................ 4.8
Low .................  2:26 p.m. ................ 3.5
High ................ 8:44 p.m. ................. 7.6

SUNDAY, AUGUST 9
Low .................  4:17 a.m................. -0.9
High ................11:12 a.m. ................ 5.3
Low .................  3:47 p.m. ................ 3.4
High ................ 9:53 p.m. ................. 7.9

MONDAY, AUGUST 10
Low .................  5:14 a.m................. -1.4
High ............... 12:02 p.m. ................ 5.8
Low .................  4:56 p.m. ................ 3.0
High ............... 10:55 p.m. ................ 8.1

TUESDAY, AUGUST 11
Low .................  6:04 a.m................. -1.7
High ............... 12:45 p.m. ................ 6.2
Low .................  5:56 p.m. ................ 2.4
High ............... 11:51 p.m. ................ 8.2
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OCEANA NATURAL FOODS CO-OP

159 SE 2nd St • Newport • (541) 265-3893

All other store hours:
sandwiches, wraps, salads, muffins, 

cookies, chips, and drinks.

NATURAL FOODS CO-OP

Menu at www.oceanafoods.org

Open 7 days per week!
Mon-Sat 9-6, Sun 10-6

Complete Salad Bar,
Entree, Pizza, and Soup

Your lunch is waiting!

Monday-Friday 10 a.m. - 2 p.m.

Sudoku answers

JEREMY C. RUARK
Lincoln County Leader 

A Newport man has 
been arrested in a felony 
warrant sex abuse investi-
gation by a Lane County 
Sheriff’s Office deputy 
following a phone call 
from the son of an alleged 
victim.

The arrest was triggered 
following information 
provided in a call to 

Cottage Grove Dispatch 
from the son of an alleged 
victim in the Lincoln 
County investigation.

“The caller reported 
that his now-deceased 
mother had been vic-
timized by a man in 
Newport over several 
years and wanted to 
ensure the suspect was 
brought to justice,” the 
Collage Grove Police 
Department (CGPD) 

stated in a social media 
post. “After recently see-
ing the suspect posting in 
the “What’s Going on in 
Cottage Grove” Facebook 
group, he believed the 
man was living in or 
around Cottage Grove.”

Officers identified the 
suspect and discovered he 
had a nationwide felony 
warrant stemming from 
an indictment through the 
Lincoln County Sheriff’s 

Office for multiple counts 
of Sodomy, Sexual Abuse 
in the First Degree, 
and Unlawful Sexual 
Penetration. 

Officers developed 
several possible addresses 
associated with the sus-
pect, including one just 
outside Cottage Grove 
city limits. Since the 
residence was outside 
the city’s jurisdiction, 
the information was 

forwarded to the Lane 
County Sheriff’s Office.

A Creswell deputy 
responded to the location 
and requested assistance 
from Cottage Grove offi-
cers. The suspect was 
located without incident, 
taken into custody on 
the outstanding felony 
warrant, and lodged pend-
ing extradition back to 
Lincoln County, according 
to the CGPD post.

STAFF REPORT
Lincoln County Leader

The Oregon Division 
of Financial Regulation 
is warning people about 
a recently detected fraud 
ring that is signing up 
people for life insurance 
without their knowledge or 
consent.

The fraud, which targets 
mostly older adults, has 
been found in multiple 
states, including Oregon.

Here is how the fraud, 
which involves licensed 
insurance agents, works:

Victims receive mul-
tiple telemarketing calls 
in which they tell the 
telemarketer personal 
information. The informa-
tion collected during these 
telemarketing calls is then 

shared with the insurance 
agents participating in 
the fraud ring. The agents 
then cold call the victim to 
obtain any additional per-
sonal information needed 
to complete an application 
for a life insurance policy, 
which gets submitted with-
out the victim’s knowledge 
or consent.

 The life insurance 
policy, or in many cases 
multiple policies, is issued 
and the agent is paid a 
commission for the sale 
of the policy, even though 
the policy has not yet 
been paid for at this point. 
When the insurance com-
pany attempts to collect 
the first premium payment, 
the fraud is discovered.

“Because the insurance 
company is paying upfront 

commissions to the agents, 
the companies are expe-
riencing high losses as a 
result of this fraud ring,” 
said TK Keen, Oregon 
insurance commissioner 
and DFR administrator. 
“Additionally, the victims 
of the fraud ring are being 
targeted for other scams 
and schemes, putting them 
at risk for future fraud.”

DFR has a website 
with tips to help protect 
yourself from fraud. 
Among those tips are the 
following:
•	 Sign up for the National 

Do Not Call Registry.​​
•	 Do not answer the 

phone if you do not 
know the caller. If 
you do answer, hang 
up if it is a robot, a 
stranger, or someone 

pressuring you.
•	 If you do not know the 

sender, do not respond 
to texts, emails, or click 
on a link.​​
•	 Question everything. 

If you do not under-
stand something, do 
not sign it or agree 
to it.

•	 Never give personal 
identifying information 
to strangers.
•	 Ask your credit card 

company and bank 
if they can put a 
fraud alert on your 
accounts.

•	 Monitor your 
financial accounts 
regularly.

•	 Consider enlisting a 
trusted family member 
or reputable bill-paying 
service. Contact your 

local Area Agency on 
Aging for help with rou-
tine payments.

•	 Execute a power of 
attorney only if you 
have someone you trust 
completely, and only 
after consulting with an 
attorney. Be sure to ask 
about gifting clauses, 
and limit the power you 
give your selected per-
son. Only grant author-
ity that is necessary.​​
DFR’s consumer advo-

cates are available to help 
with questions or to file a 
complaint. You can reach 
them at 1-888-877-4894 
(toll-free) or email DFR.
InsuranceHelp@dcbs.ore-
gon.gov for insurance help 
and dfr.financialservice-
shelp@dcbs.oregon.gov 
for financial services help.

STAFF REPORT
Lincoln County Leader

Lincoln City Police detec-
tives have processed the arrest 
of Nicholas Mumma, related to 
charges of Animal Abuse in the 
Second Degree.

Key information was provided 
to Lincoln City Police Detectives 
on by a previously unidentified 

witness in the case, according to 
a release from the LCPD. The 
investigators did not publicly 
release the information provided 
by the witness.

The animal associated with the 
charges is currently under the 
care of Lincoln County Animal 
Services. Specific details about 
the abuse were also not publicly 
released by the LCPD.

“LCPD encourages those with 
information or video evidence to 
contact the police directly. This 
greatly increases our ability to 
validate the source for evidentiary 
purposes,” the release states.

When the Lincoln City Police 
Department and Lincoln County 
Animal Services Deputies receive 
complaints related to animal 
welfare or abuse, a thorough 

investigation is completed includ-
ing investigation of all reports of 
alleged abuse, reviewing all wit-
ness statements, video provided 
by citizens, video available on the 
internet, and through contact with 
the animal’s owner, the LCPD 
stated in an earlier release. 

Anyone with information for 
LCPD detectives, should contact 
LCPD Dispatch at 541-994-3636.

Lincoln city animal abuse arrest

Phone call leads to felony warrant arrest

State issues life insurance fraud ring alert

STAFF REPORT

As Oregon communities 
respond to widespread 
damage from the 2026 
wildfires the Oregon 
Department of Emergency 
Management (OEM) is 
urging residents to stay 
cautious and informed 
to avoid falling victim 
to fraudulent schemes, 
particularly those involv-
ing online fundraising 
platforms.

When disasters strike, 
Oregonians come 
together to support neigh-
bors and communities. 
Unfortunately, scammers 
may try to exploit that 
generosity by creating fake 
fundraising campaigns 
or misrepresenting their 
intentions. Fraud attempts 

may come via phone calls, 
mail, email, text messages, 
or even inperson visits. 
To help protect yourself 
and your donations, 
OEM offers the following 
guidance:

Double Check Your 
Charitable Donations
•	 Verify the campaign’s 

authenticity: Only 
donate to fundraisers cre-
ated by people or orga-
nizations you know and 
trust. Look for detailed, 
transparent informa-
tion about how funds 
will be used. You can 
verify charitable orga-
nizations on the Oregon 
Department of Justice 
Charitable Activities 
page.

•	 Check for secure 
websites: Ensure the 

fundraising platform 
uses a secure connection 
(“https://” and a padlock 
icon). Avoid clicking 
suspicious links shared 
by email or social media.

•	 Be cautious with per-
sonal information: 
Never share sensitive 
details like Social 
Security numbers or 
financial data with 
unverified individuals or 
groups. 

•	 Monitor for identity 
theft: Check your credit 
report regularly for 
unfamiliar accounts or 
changes. If you suspect 
identity theft, file a com-
plaint at IdentityTheft.
gov and consider freez-
ing your credit accounts.

•	 Report suspected 
fraud: If you believe a 
fundraising campaign 
or donation request is 
fraudulent, contact the 
Oregon Department 
of Justice Consumer 
Protection Hotline at 
18778779392 or visit 
OregonConsumer.gov.

•	 Protect your donations: 
Avoid cash. Use checks 
or credit cards to main-
tain a secure, trackable 
record. Sign up for DOJ 
Scam Alerts through 
the Oregon Department 
of Justice Scam Alert 
Network.
Avoid Contractor Scams 

During Wildfire Cleanup 

and Repairs
As residents begin debris 

removal, structural assess-
ments, and home repairs, 
fraudulent contractors may 
target those seeking quick 
assistance. Keep these tips 
in mind:
•	 Research contractors 

thoroughly: Ensure the 
contractor is licensed, 
bonded, and insured. 
Check reviews and ref-
erences through trusted 
sources such as the 
Oregon Construction 
Contractors Board.

•	 Get written estimates: 
Obtain multiple detailed, 
written estimates. Avoid 
contractors who demand 
large upfront payments 
or offer unusually low 
prices.

•	 Avoid highpressure 
sales tactics: Take time 
to review contracts 
and make informed 
decisions.

•	 Never pay in cash: Use 
checks or credit cards 
to maintain a paper trail 
and added security.

•	 Beware of doortodoor 
solicitations: Scammers 
may approach residents 
with unsolicited “fire 
recovery” offers. Always 
verify credentials and 
legitimacy.
Key Fraud Prevention 

Reminders
•	 Public aid is free: There 

are no costs to apply for 
disaster assistance or 
participate in inspections.

•	 Verify government 
workers: Inspectors 
and officials will always 
carry identification and 
will never request or 
accept money.

•	 Trust your instincts: 
If something seems off, 
contact law enforcement 
or your local emergency 

management office to 
confirm the validity of 
claims.

•	 Follow trusted informa-
tion sources: Monitor 
local media outlets and 
official state and county 
emergency management 
channels for accurate 
updates.
Nonprofit 

Organizations Collecting 
Monetary Donations to 
Support Oregon Disaster 
Response

Financial gifts remain 
the most effective way 
to assist people affected 
by wildfires. They just 
take a bit more diligence. 
Monetary donations allow 
disaster response organiza-
tions to purchase exactly 
what is needed, when and 
where it is needed. People 
seeking trusted organiza-
tions currently involved in 
wildfire response can dial 
211 or visit 211info.org. 
See additional links with 
this story at the Lincoln 
County Leader website.

All trusted state partners 
and agencies remain com-
mitted to supporting wild-
fire survivors and prevent-
ing the fraudulent activity 
that slows recovery. 
Together, we can protect 
our communities, ensure 
donations reach those who 
need them most, and safe-
guard survivors from fraud 
and identity theft. 

For more information 
about wildfire recovery 
resources in your area, 
contact your ;ocal or Tribal 
Office of Emergency 
Management. If you have 
questions or concerns 
about donation requests 
you’ve received, contact 
your local law enforcement 
agency.

State agency warns of wildfire fraud
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ONLINE POLL
PREVIOUS POLL

Do you support 
President Trump’s 

actions against Iran?
16.7%	���������������������������������������� yes
83.3%	�����������������������������������������No 

NEW POLL

Do you plan a late 
summer get-away?

•	 Yes
•	 No

MIA MALDONADO
Oregon Capital Chronicle

Oregon’s beleaguered 
transportation agency is 
staring down a $200 mil-
lion budget gap for the 
2027-29 budget cycle and 
layoffs unless the state 
Legislature intervenes, 
according to agency 
officials.

The Oregon Department 
of Transportation’s budget 
gap largely stems from 
inflation and declining gas 
tax revenue as more peo-
ple drive electric vehicles, 
and it means the agency 
will likely experience 
its fourth budget cycle 
in a row having to make 
reductions, agency deputy 
director Travis Brouwer 
said in a virtual presen-
tation Friday, July 31, to 
the Oregon Transportation 
Commission, the group 
charged with setting trans-
portation policy.

That’s unless the 
Oregon Legislature finds 
a way to provide addi-
tional revenue to the 
agency.

Democratic lawmakers 
in 2025 passed a law that 
would bring $4.3 bil-
lion in new tax revenue 
to the agency over the 
next decade, but voters 
in a May referendum 
overwhelmingly rejected 
most of those new rev-
enue streams, including 
increases to gas and pay-
roll taxes and car registra-
tion and title fees.

The agency by law 
can’t move money from 
one division’s budget to 
another without legisla-
tive approval, and fed-
eral funding the agency 
receives cannot be used 
toward maintenance, 
leaving officials with few 
options for closing the 
budget gap.

‘Tragic for the state’: 
Agency leaders faced 

with cutting nearly 550 
positions

The transportation 
agency has made signifi-
cant progress in address-
ing its budget gaps, 
Brouwer said, reducing 
its spending by over half 
a billion dollars since 
2019 by moving staff 
out of leased buildings 
into state-owned build-
ings, implementing more 
information technology 
systems to reduce staff 
and eliminating at least 11 
vacant senior executive 
positions.

But those budget reduc-
tions come at a cost, he 
said.

Without new revenue, 
the agency will need to 
eliminate almost 550 
vacant and filled jobs, 
or 11% of its workforce, 
he said. The agency’s 
maintenance and opera-
tion’s branch would get 
hit the hardest, with 193 
jobs cut, followed by 125 
jobs within the Oregon 
Driver and Motor Vehicle 
Services Division, 120 

project delivery jobs, and 
dozens of jobs within 
administrative services, 
commerce and compliance 
and the finance and bud-
get division.

“The risk of these cuts 
is truly tragic for the state 
in the long term,” said 
Tova Peltz, the agency’s 
chief engineer.

If the legislature doesn’t 
find new revenue streams, 
Peltz said the agency 
would have more than 
half of its road mainte-
nance crews operating 
with five or less people — 
putting both Oregonians 
and those staff at risk.

It means less people 
plowing roads in the 
winter, less vegetation 
removed from roads, less 
clearing ditches or cul-
verts and fewer pavement 
repairs. It also means 
fewer crews available to 
respond to severe weather 
events, she said.

At the Oregon Driver 
of Motor and Vehicle 
Services Division, budget 
cuts mean closing even 
more of its offices. The 
division already grapples 
with severe staffing short-
ages, especially in rural 
areas.

“We’ve got about the 
same number of budgeted 
positions at DMV as we 
did 25 years ago, but 
there are 800,000 more 
Oregonians, and of course 
nearly all of them need 
to come to DMV for our 
services,” division admin-
istrator Amy Joyce told 
the commission.

The Commerce and 
Compliance Division, 
which tracks commercial 
driving and rail opera-
tions, would look to close 
some of its weight loca-
tions and redirect its focus 
to more popular inter-
state highways, Division 
Administrator Carla 
Phelps said.

As for the division 
that handles the agency’s 
facilities, human resources 
and IT, cuts would 
result in deferred facil-
ity maintenance, aging 
technology in a time with 
greater cybersecurity 
risks because of artificial 
intelligence, and possibly 
more workforce manage-
ment issues, according 

to Thomas Amato, the 
Support Services Division 
interim administrator.

The meeting som-
berly closed with 
Oregon Department of 
Transportation Interim 
Director Chief Chris 
Warner apologizing to 
agency leaders for having 
to consider cuts to their 
staff and services.

“For anyone who has 
a public service ethic, it 
must really be painful to 
present those kinds of 
scenarios and to be think-
ing about those,” Warner 
said. “Thank you, and I’m 
sorry.”

A 12-member group 
of business and trans-
portation stakeholders 
appointed by Gov. Tina 
Kotek has since May been 
working on recommen-
dations for solving the 
Oregon Department of 
Transportation’s impend-
ing funding shortfall. 
The group will present 
recommendations to law-
makers before the next 
Legislative session in 
2027.

https://oregoncapital-
chronicle.com/2026/07/31/
oregon-transportation-
agency-faces-200-million-
budget-gap/

Oregon Capital 
Chronicle is part of States 
Newsroom, a network of 
news bureaus supported 
by grants and a coalition 
of donors as a 501c(3) 
public charity. Oregon 
Capital Chronicle main-
tains editorial indepen-
dence. Contact Editor 
Lynne Terry for questions: 
info@oregoncapitalchron-
icle.com.

Oregon transportation agency 
faces $200 million budget gap

A “closed” sign sits at a counter at the DMV office in Albany. Since Jan. 
1, 2026, there have been 34 full day office closures across Oregon Driver 
and Motor Vehicle division offices because of staffing shortages. (Mia 
Maldonado / Oregon Capital Chronicle)
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Goodbye Clogged Gutters
Upgrade your gutters this summer!
LeafFilter blocks out common debris.

Saveup to35%
*S

u
p

er Sum m e r Sale

35% Off Call 1-855-536-8838

Save up-to* + Free gutter inspection, quote 
good for 1 year

*Promotional off er includes 25% off  plus an additional 10% off  for qualifi ed veterans and/or seniors. Cannot be combined with other off ers. See 
representative for full warranty details. AR 366920925, AZ ROC 344027, CA 1035795, CT HIC.0671520, DC 4.20223E+11, FL CBC056678, 
IA C127230, ID RCE-51604, LA 559544, MA 213292, MD MHIC111225, HIC164488, MI 262300331, 262300330, 262300329, 262300328, 
262300318, 262300173, MN IR810524, MT 2661922, ND 47304, NE 50145-24, 50145-23, NJ 13VH13285000, NM 408693, NV 86990, OR 
218294, PA PA179643, RI GC-41354, TN 10981, UT 10783658-5501, VA 2705169445, VT 174.0000871, WA LEAFFLH-763PG, WI No. 537-DC-
FRR WV WV056912. Promotion exp: 8/31/2026.

Promo code: 285 &

Donate Your Car
Imagine the Di� erence You Can Make
Vehicle donations are fully tax-deductible 
and the proceeds help provide services to 
help the blind and visually impaired.

Help Prevent Blindness
Get A Vision Screening Annually

FREE TOWING & TAX DEDUCTIBLE

a $200 restaurant 
voucher

✔ ✔ a 2-night, 3-day hotel stay 
at one of 50 locations

✔

Call 1-844-533-9173

When you donate your car, you’ll receive:

■ Support Veteran Nonprofi ts.

■ Free Pickup & Towing.

■ Top Tax Deduction.

Donate Your Vehicle
Call (866) 695-9265 to donate 

your car, truck, boat, RV, 
and more today!

Donate Your Vehicle Today

866-695-9265
While we appreciate every donation, in some cases, we fi nd that we are unable to accept certain vehicles, watercraft, and/or 

recreational vehicles due to the prohibitive costs of acquisition. If you have any questions, please give us a call at (866) 695-9265.

www.veterancardonations.org/dnt20

Call 877-557-1912 to schedule
 your free quote today!

*Includes labor and product; bathtub, shower or walk-in tub and wall surround. This pro-
motion cannot be combined with any other offer. Other restrictions may apply. This offer 
expires 9/30/26. Each dealership is independently owned and operated. **Third party 
financing is available for those customers who qualify/Participating dealers only. See your 
dealer for details. ©2026 Bath Concepts Industries.

The Bath or Shower You’ve Always Wanted 
IN AS LITTLE AS A DAY

(844) 847-9778CALL 
NOW

 $1,500 OFF*

OFFER EXPIRES 9/30/2026

ZERO Interest, ZERO Payments 
financing for 12 Months**

PLUS
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* With purchase of a new Safe Step Stairli� . Not applicable with any previous stairli�  purchase. O� er available 
while supplies last. No cash value. Must present o� er at time of purchase. Not available in every state. Expires 

12/31/26. CSLB 1082165, NSCB 0083445, 13VH11096000, CGC1537181, ROC 312990, CCB 244331, SAFESS-
W784PS, PA127501, MHIC 134223, TN 5887, RL.884533, RBB.49248, UT 13229623-5501

��������
�������������������

�����������
�������������������

�

��


������
��

The World’s First Hearing Aids 
With Touchscreen Controls.
No tiny buttons. No apps. 
No prescriptions.

844-387-1163
to get your 45-day risk free trial.
Call

Atom XAtom X

Find out if you are eligible today.

CALL 855.994.1589

Let your loved ones care 
for you - and get paid!

OVER 5,000 5-STAR REVIEWS!

Funded by Medicaid, choose FAMILY  
or FRIENDS as your paid caregiver.

Your caregiver gets paid same day!

Officials urge 
precautions

JEREMY C. RUARK
Lincoln County Leader

As of Aug. 3, Oregon 
has set a new wildfire 
record for total acres 
burned, at approximately 2 
million acres, according to 
the Northwest Interagency 
Coordination Center 
(NWCC).

The NWCC is the 
Geographic Area 
Coordination Center for 
the Northwest Region 
which includes the 
States of Oregon and 
Washington. 

The NWCC serves as 
the focal point for inter-
agency resource coordi-
nation, logistics support, 
aviation support and 
predictive services for all 
state and federal agencies 
involved in wildland fire 
management and sup-
pression in the region. 
Cooperating agencies 
include the: Bureau of 
Land Management, US 
Forest Service, Oregon 
Dept of Forestry, US Fish 
and Wildlife Service, 
Bureau of Indian Affairs, 
Washington Dept. of 
Natural Resources and the 
National Park Service.

The majority of the 
wildfires have been in 
Central and Eastern 
Oregon. Several of the 
fires were sparked by 
lightning. 

Due to Oregon’s increas-
ing drought and new heat 
waves forecasted for much 
of the state, the state’s 
public safety services, nat-
ural resource agencies, and 
tourism office are encour-
aging residents and visitors 
to practice wildfire preven-
tion, prepare their home 
and a go-bag for evacua-
tion, and know where to 
go for real-time alerts and 
information. 

According to the 
NWCC’s predictive ser-
vices, each year the Pacific 
Northwest is at elevated 
risk of significant fires 
from now until October. 
With fire crews responding 
to new fire starts every 
day, Oregonians and our 
visitors need to be pre-
pared for wildfires, help 
prevent future ones, and be 
aware of up-to-date condi-
tions as they travel across 
the state.

How can people help 
prevent wildfires?

The Oregon Department 
of Forestry is urging the 

public to actively practice 
wildfire prevention as 
the state continues to put 
out new fires every day. 
Additional human-caused 
fires on the landscape 
will draw the firefighting 
efforts away from the 
lightning-caused fires and 
put extra strain on ground 
and aviation resources, 
which are already spread 
thin. YOU can help pre-
vent wildfires by:
•	 Checking and following 

your local fire regula-
tions. The majority of 
the state is either in high 
or extreme fire danger 
right now, meaning even 
the smallest of sparks 
could start the next large 
wildfire.

•	 Debris burning may be 
prohibited where you 
live.

•	 Check local restric-
tions or contact your 
local ODF office. 

•	 Return to check on 
your burn site if you 
burned earlier in the 
year.

•	 Make sure your car has 
been recently serviced to 
avoid faulty parts throw-
ing sparks.

•	 Don’t drag tow chains.
•	 Avoid parking vehicles 

on tall, dry grass.
•	 Recreate responsibly. 

Where campfires are 
allowed, make sure your 
campfire is DEAD OUT 
before leaving it by 
drowning it with water, 
stirring it with a shovel 
and repeating that pro-
cess until it is cold to 
the touch. If there is heat 
coming off it, there are 
still embers that could 
reignite.
Take Simple Steps to 

Protect Your Home from 
Wildfire

The Oregon State 
Fire Marshal cautions 

Oregonians that summer 
is not the safest time to 
tackle large landscap-
ing or defensible space 
projects. Hot, dry condi-
tions increase the risk of 
starting a fire from using 
tools or equipment. There 
are small, safe steps you 
can take now to reduce 
wildfire risk around your 
home. The Oregon State 
Fire Marshal encourages 
everyone to plan ahead and 
do light cleanup tasks that 
protect your property with-
out increasing fire danger.

Easy tasks to reduce 
risk in the first five feet 
around your home:
•	 Clear leaves, pine nee-

dles, and other debris 
from your roof, gutters, 
and under decks.

•	 Trim plants and bushes 
that are touching your 
home or growing under 
roof eaves. Give trees 
and shrubs space from 
each other and from 
structures.

•	 Remove dead plants 
and wood mulch. Use 
nonflammable materials 
like rocks or gravel near 
your home. Avoid bark 
mulch or dry grasses 
right next to buildings.

•	 Move firewood, propane 
tanks, and other flam-
mable items at least five 
feet away from your 
home.

•	 Cover attic vents, soffit 
vents, and spaces under 
decks with 1/8-inch 
metal mesh to block 
embers.
Avoid using power tools 

or equipment that could 
spark a fire, especially 
during the heat of the day. 
Summer is a good time to 
plan defensible space proj-
ects, so you’re ready to 
work safely once wildfire 
season ends.

For more tips or help 

with defensible space, 
visit www.oregondefensi-
blespace.org or https://pre-
ventwildfires.oregon.gov.

How can I prepare 
myself in case I need to 
evacuate?

The Oregon 
Department of Emergency 
Management (OEM) 
urges everyone to prepare 
for wildfires and other 
emergencies by knowing 
evacuation levels, staying 
informed, having a plan, 
and having a go-kit ready.

Evacuation Levels
•	 Oregon follows a three-

level evacuation noti-
fication system, each 
structured around safety 
threat level.

•	 Oregonians should 
become familiar with 
“Be Ready, Be Set, 
Go!” evaluation levels 
to make informed deci-
sions when receiving 
evacuation notices.

•	 OEM urges people to 
evacuate whenever they 
feel unsafe, conditions 
can change rapidly; 
individuals should 
always make the best 
decision for their safety.

•	 Following evacuation, 
people should not return 
to the area until public 
safety officials state it 
is safe.
Stay Informed

•	 Stay informed, sign up 
to receive evacuation at, 
ORAlert.gov remember 
to update information if 
need be.

•	 Find the website for 
your county emergency 
management, sheriff’s 
office, or tribal police 
and follow them on 
social media.

•	 Check your photo set-
tings to ensure wireless 
emergency alerts are 
turned on.

•	 Build redundancy into 

how you can access 
alerts. Have a personal 
C.E. Plan for what you 
will do if your cell 
phone stops working. 
A good place to start is 
a hand-cranked NOAA 
radio.

•	 If you use a third-party 
app for alerts and sit-
uational awareness 
and notice discrepancy 
information, default to 
the information pro-
vided by your local 
emergency management 
office.
Have a Plan

•	 Do you know what to 
do during an evacua-
tion? See the evaluation 
checklist with this story 
at the Lincoln County 
Leader website that 
explains what to do 
before, during and after 
an evacuation.

•	 Establish a communica-
tion plan with a list of 
important contacts and 
a safe place for loved 
ones to meet if they 
are separated during an 
emergency.

•	 Identify multiple evacu-
ation routes from home, 
work, or school and 
plan for transportation 
needs.

•	 People with disabilities 
should consider indi-
vidual circumstances 
and specific needs when 
planning for evacuation, 
such as special equip-
ment, transportation, 
and service animals. 
Then plan extra time, 
when possible, this may 
mean treating a level 
2 notice like a level 3 
notice.

•	 Have an evacuation plan 
for pets, make a pet 
evacuation kit in a tote 
bag or pet crate, and 
plan for transportation 
and sheltering of large 
animals such as horses 
and other livestock.
Make a Go-Kit

•	 Assemble an emergency 
kit of essential supplies 
that can be grabbed 
quickly.

•	 Pack an easy-to-carry 
backpack or bag for 
each household member 
with health and safety 
items such as food, 
water, medication, flash-
lights, phone chargers, 
clothing, and import-
ant documents. Visit 
American red Cross to 
learn more.

•	 Find more informa-
tion and resources at 
Wildfire.Oregon.gov.
Recreate Responsibly
Oregon Parks and 

Recreation Department 
(OPRD) encourages 

visitors to know before 
they go when it comes 
to campfire restrictions. 
OPRD coordinates with 
local fire officials through-
out the summer and bans 
open flames in high-risk 
areas around the state until 
conditions improve. Please 
check park webpages or 
the current fire restric-
tions list before your next 
visit. Thank you for help-
ing to reduce the risk of 
wildfires.

Additionally, many 
waterways in eastern 
Oregon are currently 
being used by firefighting 
aircraft. Stay clear of the 
center of major waterways. 
Recreational boats can 
block aircraft from access-
ing the water, which means 
they will not be able to 
retrieve water to help put 
out nearby wildfires.

Occasionally, OPRD 
will need to evacuate a 
state park. Evacuations 
occur at level 2 or earlier 
depending on fire condi-
tions and the time required 
to get in and out of the 
park. Please follow park 
ranger instructions to pack 
gear and evacuate. Any 
park closure information 
will be posted on the park 
web page and OPRD 
social media. 

How do I know if I 
should change my vaca-
tion plans? 

Oregon is a large state, 
and while wildfires can 
disrupt travel in some 
regions, those impacts are 
often localized and can 
change rapidly as condi-
tions improve or deterio-
rate. Because of this, it’s 
important to check current 
alerts at the resources 
below to see whether your 
destination is affected. If 
you’re looking for general 
guidance about traveling 
during wildfire season, 
read travel Oregon’s 
Wildfire Travel FAQ. 

Before You Go:
•	 Check road conditions 

at Tripcheck.com or by 
calling 511.

•	 Review and follow all 
local fire restrictions and 
closures.

•	 Be aware of air quality 
conditions that could 
impact health and 
visibility.

•	 View real-time haz-
ard updates, maps, 
and fire information 
through OEM’s Wildfire 
Dashboard.

•	 Sign up for emergency 
alerts at ORAlert.gov 
and ensure Wireless 
Emergency Alerts are 
enabled on your mobile 
device.

The 2026 summer wildfires have scorched approximately 2 million acres in 
Oregon. (Courtey photo)

Oregon sees record wildfire season
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OPINION

QUOTE OF 
THE WEEK

“Journalism largely con-
sists in saying ‘Lord Jones 
is dead’ to people who 
never knew Lord Jones 
was alive.”

G.K. Chesterton

PAUL HAEDER
Lincoln County Leader 

Guest Column 

You may recall the ani-
mus throughout Lincoln 
County:

Unleashed dog(s), dog 
poop, people unloading 
boxes of food, children, 
and bags. Clicking their 
car alarms, on and off, 
on and off. Then they 
use adjacent driveways: 
loading unused boxes of 
food, leaving trash to blow 
around, more dog poop, 
and loud parties.

“Bayshore Board and 
Committees ignore this 
and these situations of 
STRs. None will approach 
to fix, they ignore it, as 
Full Time Residents deal 
with vulgar mouth STR 
transient tenants - disre-
specting other people’s 
private property.”

Ahh, that’s an old 
Facebook post, and alas, 
I just got sacked by one 
of those evil vacation 
home STRs, not for doing 
anything badly, but ironi-
cally, because a Bayshore 
“Karen” supposedly took 
a video of me making a 
California stop – rolling 
stop – at a stop sign.

I got zero recourse from 
the multimillionaires who 
own the STR outfit. There 
were no moving violations, 
and no second chance for 
me to, well, slow my roll 
and stop at stop signs. 
Terminated.

This is a tale again 
of the haves and haves-
not – and at $17 an hour, 
delivering laundry/supplies 
throughout the county and 
picking up dirty laundry, 
bags weighing 80 pounds, 
well, it is a mad dash to 
get to the dozens of SRT’s 
before check in.

Now, think of the optics 
– I was fired on hearsay, 
and if a video exists, it’s 
not evidence enough to 
have me sacked. But rich 
people breathe from a 

different atmosphere than 
the rest of us.

Mostly Mexican house-
keepers rush to clean 
their rentals, from bottom 
to top, with white-glove 
inspections. It’s an endless 
battle with sand, dirty rent-
ers, and canine guests.

Three huge vacation 
homes in a day some of 
the Latinos clean in teams, 
so they can “make bank.”

And what a racket. 
Many of the homes have 
rickety, cracked wooden 
stairs. Storm doors are 
unlatched. In basements 
where linens and supplies 
sometimes go, I came 
across spider-infested 
rafters. I know my brown 
recluse and wolf spiders 
by sight.

Homes in disrepair, 
many places have rodent 
traps set up all over, out 
of sight from guests, who 
pay, gulp, from $260 to 
over $600 per night, with 
larger beachfront proper-
ties pushing $1,000+. A 
cleaning fee is added on.

The Oregon coast short-
term rental fight entered 
a new chapter three years 
ago with a state ruling 
by the Oregon Land Use 
Board of Appeals over-
turning a citizen-approved 
ballot measure phasing out 
vacation rentals in unincor-
porated Lincoln County.

Remember? 15neigh-
borhoods was the coalition 
of citizens who garnered 
more than 10,000 Lincoln 
County residents to vote to 
phase out STRs.

STRs create jobs, 
though, as this most recent 
bitter experience was ram-
ified to me, a union orga-
nizer going way back. At 
$17 an hour, one laundry 
driver comes from Depoe 
Bay to Waldport to start 
her shift. Another worker 
lived in an RV but was 
forced to leave the county 
when rental slips doubled.

Rich folk don’t like 
workers’ tales, one of 

which included a college 
student living in a van. She 
was sacked because of her 
“poor tone.” This multimil-
lion-dollar family-owned 
outfit has no second or 
third chances in its blood.

The outfit doesn’t just 
manage other people’s 
homes. They have pur-
chased many properties: 
single-family homes, con-
dos, and apartments.

Now, sure, the person 
who turned me in is, well, 
a good German in my 
book. Many workers in 
this outfit have told me of 
their own travails with the 
rich company owners and 
their HR staff.

Back to the spiders. 
Brown recluse spiders, 
like most others, don’t 
go after humans, but they 
nest, so when someone 
rubs up against them, say 
in bed, the short fangs 
come out, and venom is 
injected. Caution should be 
observed when grabbing 
stored items—such as 
boxes in the attic, garden 
tools, or old gloves.

Short-term rental clean-
ers are always grabbing 
things out of these spi-
der-infested locations. One 
cleaner told me she got bit 
at one of the SRT’s. She 
went to the ER, and $1000 
later, after they abraded 
the wound and drained it, 
and prescribed a course of 
expensive antibiotics, she 
went back to cleaning.

She failed to file a 
workman’s comp claim, 
received no assistance 
from her supervisor, and, 
alas, the millionaire own-
ers allegedly told her she 
couldn’t prove she was 
“bitten at one of OUR 
rentals,” so they decided 
zero compensation for ER 
and med bill would be best 
practices.

Ahh, the stone hearts of 
rich business owners.

I attempted to get 
unfired, but I got a boiler-
plate response back from 

the millionaire. Rules are 
rules, but this rich SRT 
impresario, who is fixing 
up a conglomerate of sin-
gle units, is employing a 
nice Spanish-speaking guy 
from Nevada. He’s doing 
wiring, plumbing, and 
construction work for the 
owner, without, I am sure, 
an Oregon contractor’s 
license.

Brown recluse spider 
bites can take a person 
down quickly, and while 
their venom is complex 
and can cause serious local 
tissue damage (necrosis), 
most bites like the one I 
got in Phoenix heal on 
their own. Complications 
occur with those with 
compromised immune 
systems, which currently 
is a hefty thirty percent of 
Americans.

Let this sink in:  mil-
lionaires benefiting from 
our infrastructure see an 
injured worker as, well, 
not worthy of financial 
help. Millionaires sacking 
workers with no recourse

Capitalism is vicious, 
and while people should 
reject this transactional, 
bloody economic system, 
we see none of that in our 
little town of Waldport’s 
SRT outfits.

These millionaires have 
been quoted in the media 
as stating they know 
people do not like Short 
Term Rentals, but “just get 
over it.” I imagine these 
millionaires drinking their 
fancy Merlot with resent-
ment since Oregon has a 
minimum wage of $15.55 
while the federal minimum 
wage of $7.25 per hour 
has remained unchanged 
since July 24, 2009.

I’m no bible thumper, 
but here I go: “He who 
oppresses the poor to 
increase his riches, and he 
who gives to the rich, will 
surely come to poverty.” 
(Proverbs 22:16)

PREFACE TO 
POSSIBLE CODE 

CHANGES
“Social capital” broadly 

refers to those factors of 
effectively functioning 
social groups 
that include such things as 
interpersonal relationships, 
a shared sense of identity, 
a shared 
understanding, shared 
norms, shared values, 
trust, cooperation, and 
reciprocity.”

Most nonresident own-
ers/investors of Short-Term 
Rentals (STR) are not resi-
dents of Lincoln 
County. Most do not 
share these values. This is 
based on our review of the 
Public Comments submit-
ted by Proponents of STRs 
during the Workshops in 
2019, 2020, and 2021, 
media reporting, and even 
social media accounts.

The Lincoln County 
Business License model 
for STRs was adopted 
without a qualitative and 
quantitative study of the 
countywide infrastructure 
and services’ impacts. 
We now know from the 
widely reported experi-
ences during the wildfires 
and recent bond measures 
for increased Emergency 
Services that infrastruc-
ture has been affected. 
Other examples include 
waste management (sep-
tic v sewer), availability 
of long-term workforce 
housing, roads, public 
health and safety, and 
emergency preparedness. 
Even the supply of volun-
teers needed to a variety 
of government agencies 
and nonprofits has been 
affected. We need more 
volunteers even as fewer 
are available.

Through personal 
experience and County 
records, 15neighborhoods 
(we) know that the STR 
Regulation was designed 
to rely on Neighborhood 
Reporters. However, 
licensing STRs in sin-
gle-family Residential 

Zones that include pock-
ets of residential areas 
or neighborhoods was 
short-sighted. The lack 
of a robust enforcement 
program that has allowed 
the Industry a “pass” for 
over four years is proof 
that the Industry cannot 
self-regulate.

We urge the Lincoln 
County Board of 
Commissioners (Board) 
to look at the record of 
problems that have been 
reported in the Public 
Comments submitted for 
2019-2021 Workshops, 
the Public Testimony 
provided at the 2019-
2021 Workshops, and the 
Public Input provided 
during the Board’s pre-
COVID meetings. We ask 
the Board to consider the 
residential neighborhood 
problems that prompted 
you to review the STR 
Amendments in 2019. 
Finally, we ask the Board 
to consider the threats 
made by property manag-
ers and owners, including 
threats of litigation, against 
Neighborhood Reporters 
who report violations. Do 
not be lulled into believing 
STRs will ever be good 
neighbors to permanent 
residents in single-family 
areas, regardless of the 
number of restrictions that 
you will enact or whether 
STRs are managed by pro-
fessional property manag-
ers.  -- 15neighborhoods

Paul Haeder is a nov-
elist, journalist, educator 
and author of “Wide Open 
Eyes: Surfacing from 
Vietnam,” Cirque Press.

TIM STOREY
SUE URAHN

Oregon Capital Chronicle

Like two sides of a 
coin imprinted with the 
nation’s motto, “e pluribus 
unum” — out of many, 
one — America’s political 
factions are cast in oppo-
sition, but they are intrin-
sically bound together as 
parts of a larger whole.

From the beginning, 
the United States has 
aspired to build a more 
perfect union. When our 
founders convened the 
Constitutional Convention 
in 1787, they disagreed 
about the structure of 
government, the bal-
ance of power and the 
protection of individual 
versus collective rights. 
But when they debated 
— and they often did, 
with great conviction and 
intensity — they honed 
their arguments on what 
they thought was best for 
the entire country, guided 
by the shared vision of a 
new nation established on 
the ideals of individual 
freedom, equality and 
opportunity.

Today, that shared 
commitment to America’s 
founding creed is under 
strain.

Most Americans feel 
exhausted by politics, 
and a growing number 
are unhappy with the 
way the political system 

is working. Worse, this 
unhappiness is showing 
up in unhealthy ways, 
with low trust in govern-
ment and each other — a 
sense that the other side is 
the problem. 

We are painfully aware 
that partisanship and 
distrust have grown. We 
see this too often, when 
people are reduced to 
disparaging labels, states 
are cast as simply red or 
blue, and the hostility in 
our politics produces no 
progress, leaving us all 
no better off, or worse 
than before. Our political 
parties appear deadlocked 
in a struggle for power, 
forgetting that they are 
inseparable sides of the 
nation’s democratic sys-
tem, which depends not 
on who wins but on a 
shared commitment to the 
common good. Central to 
that commitment is a will-
ingness to listen to oppos-
ing views, not simply to 
respond but to understand.

Disagreeing is one 
thing — it is rooted in 
our pluralist republic. 
But when we cannot find 
ways to work together, 
it becomes impossible to 
solve our problems. The 
founders understood this. 
They argued passionately, 
but they shared a deeper 
allegiance to the nation’s 
success and its posterity, 
and they were partners in 
creating and safeguarding 

a system that we all con-
tinue to rely on.

Whether we choose to 
engage in political war-
fare or civil debate is up 
to each of us. That’s as 
true in statehouses and 
city councils as it is at 
the family dinner table, 
in the community cen-
ter, on the debate stage, 
or standing on opposite 
sides of a free speech 
zone. In each of these 
venues, we can choose 
to practice democracy by 
engaging in debate that 
is spirited, healthy and 
rooted in strong arguments 
rather than name call-
ing — or worse, heeding 
the impulse to withdraw 
from political engagement 
altogether. 

There are glimmers 
of hope.

Here in Chicago, as 
part of the nation’s largest 
public policy gathering 
of state legislators and 
staff from all 50 states 
and U.S. territories, 
our organizations, the 
National Conference of 
State Legislatures and The 
Pew Charitable Trusts, 
are working together to 
build connections across 
the political spectrum 
and share policy ideas 
and best practices that 
strengthen legislatures and 
serve communities nation-
wide. This follows a series 
of events held around 
the country, including a 

February “America at 250 
Forum,” to bring people 
with opposing views 
together to discuss issues 
that matter to everyone. 
All of the events demon-
strate a serious commit-
ment to strengthening our 
democratic muscles at this 
historic moment for the 
country.

Legislators from dif-
ferent parties sitting 
together to discuss not 
only their politics but also 
their human connection 
and shared belief in the 
country demonstrates that, 
despite the spotlight on 
our divisions, the time is 
ripe to unite for a com-
mon cause. We need to 
see more unity from our 
leaders — and be willing 
to try it ourselves.

Today, Americans 
must recognize that our 
political differences are 
not inevitably divisive, 
because our futures are 
fundamentally connected. 
Politics are difficult, yes, 
but they do not need to 
be ugly. Finding common 
ground is welcome, but 
at a minimum, Americans 
need to find the space to 
connect with one another 
and the courage to engage 
in healthy and substantive 
discussion. We can do that 
by building up state and 
local institutions where 
individuals get to know 
each other personally and 
by overcoming the silos 

and sides we’ve allowed 
to define us. A far better 
approach is to deal with 
people face-to-face and 
with respect, even when 
we profoundly disagree.

In a time when polar-
ization and mistrust are 
treated as inevitable, we 
encourage all Americans 
to recommit to the princi-
ples and institutions that 
bind us together: a com-
mon belief in individual 
rights and equality, the 
rule of law, the legitimacy 
of representative democ-
racy and our shared pur-
suit of national prosperity.

As America honors its 
250th anniversary, it’s 
important to say, unequiv-
ocally and collectively, 
that we’re grateful to our 
country’s founders for 
starting this great experi-
ment. We care about each 
other, and we want our 
fellow citizens to be suc-
cessful. And we are proud 
to be part of this diverse, 
complicated and hopeful 
country.

Shared beliefs like 
these are central to the 
American experiment. E 
pluribus unum — out of 
many, one — if we so 
choose.

This story was origi-
nally produced by News 
From The States, which is 
part of States Newsroom, 
a nonprofit news network 
which includes Oregon 
Capital Chronicle, and is 

supported by grants and 
a coalition of donors as a 
501c(3) public charity

Tim Storey is CEO of 
the National Conference 
of State Legislatures, a 
bipartisan organization 
representing state law-
makers and legislative 
staffs. Storey joined NCSL 
in the 1980s, holding nine 
different positions before 
he was appointed chief 
executive officer in 2019. 
He lives with his family in 
Wheat Ridge, Colorado.

Sue Urahn is president 
and CEO of The Pew 
Charitable Trusts. She has 
served at Pew for more 
than 30 years, working in 
multiple areas including 
planning, evaluation, and 
state policy. Before join-
ing Pew, Urahn worked 
in policy research with 
the Minnesota House of 
Representatives and at the 
University of Minnesota.

https://oregoncapital-
chronicle.com/2026/07/22/
repub/e-pluribus-unum-is-
not-a-slogan-its-a-choice/

Oregon Capital 
Chronicle is part of States 
Newsroom, a network of 
news bureaus supported 
by grants and a coalition 
of donors as a 501c(3) 
public charity. Oregon 
Capital Chronicle main-
tains editorial indepen-
dence. Contact Editor 
Lynne Terry for questions: 
info@oregoncapitalchron-
icle.com.

‘E pluribus unum’ is not a slogan. It’s a choice.

At-will piece work for those Short-Term Rentals
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Experienced estate planning attorney, 
Laura Laskey, is now open to serve you 

from her new Lincoln City office!
Call to schedule your free consultation today!

LaLaLaw LLC 
(541) 418 - 5164
info@lalalawllc.com

2604 NE Hwy 101, Ste B, Lincoln City, OR 97367
H26239

TWO ADJACENT VACANT LOTS!
0.46 Acres / Zoned R-1

$95,000 / Waldport / MLS 26-1539

Steve Redman
541-207-8845

Danielle Cutler
541-961-3868

Deborah Allen
907-903-1536

CeCe Kelly
541-272-0008

Karla Kuhlenbeck
541-270-2965

Chris Watkins
541-270-6774

Gail Stonebreaker
541-992-4317

Julie Gamache
541-231-0753

Wendy Birchfield
541-272-9190

u 541-265-5455 u
To view all MLS listings:  www.winwcp.com
914 SW Coast Hwy-101, Newport

Over 300 Combined Years of Experience

West Coast Properties

the majority of the weight 
of the lens and rotating 
steel framework. Staff 
found that the old ones 
were worn to the point of 
causing misalignment in 
the machinery.

Since no one manufac-
tures parts for lighthouses, 
a machinist had to be 
found to engineer new 
ones from stock metal.

Furnish previously said 
the roadbed, which is 
essentially round tracks, 
had also become worn.

“Over time, they’ve 
developed a weird bev-
eled angle,” she said, 
“so, instead of a smooth, 
solid 50-degree angle, it 
wore out in two different 
directions.” She said the 
machinist who made the 
wheels was able to locate 
another machinist with the 
necessary equipment.

Etched into the new car-
riage wheels is “Welch’s 
Machine Works,” along 
with the date 7-20-2026 
and “Materials C510 
Phosphor Bronze Full 
Hard.”

Park Ranger Ben Ervin 
said the repairs and instal-
lation of the new carriage 
wheel and roadbed (track 
ring assembly) went 
remarkably smoothly, and 
that OPRD personnel had 

been activating the rotat-
ing assembly to monitor 
it and ensure that it was 
working well.

“It went in much better 
than any of us expected,” 
he said, noting that the 
installer had to use cus-
tom jacks to slightly raise 
the lens assembly.

The light has been off 
since mid-March, and a 
curtain has been used to 

shield the lens from sun-
light while repairs were 
being made.

As a point of interest, 
Ervin used a timer to 
determine the lighthouse 
makes one revolution 
every 80 seconds.

The cost of the repairs 
came to about $35,000, 
according to the Oregon 
State Parks and Recreation 
Department.

History and near future
While captains no lon-

ger need lighthouses to 
safely navigate along the 
coastline, the Heceta Head 
Lighthouse remains the 
brightest on the Oregon 
Coast, casting a beam 21 
nautical miles (24 miles). 
According to hecetalight-
house.com, the cape owes 
its name to Don Bruno 
de Heceta, who in 1775 
embarked on a secret 
voyage for the Queen of 
Spain to sail up the West 
Coast.

“Due to the onslaught 
of scurvy, Heceta and 
his crew turned back 
just before the Columbia 
River, but not before he 
noted the shallow waters 
and rocky headland that 

now bear his name,” the 
website says.

“On March 30, 1894, 
the lighthouse cast its first 
beam. The first eight years 
were trying times for the 
three Lightkeepers and 
their families who lived 
in the little community 
of Heceta Head. Many 
Lightkeepers were unable 
to handle the sparse and 
isolated conditions and 
moved on. Head Keeper 
Olaf Hansen worked 
for over fifteen years to 
make the Lightstation a 
sustainable community. 
Olaf started the vegetable 
gardens, a schoolhouse, 
and the Heceta Head Post 
Office. While just the gift 
shop and Lightkeeper’s 
house remain at the lower 
landing, both are still used 
today.

At the start of October, 
the Forest Service will 
be replacing the roof and 
porch of the Lightkeepers’ 
House. The project will 
involve scaffolding and 
limited entry, and is 
expected to take four to 
six weeks.

Construction is expected 
to be completed in time 
for the annual Victorian 
Christmas Dec. 12 to Dec. 
20.

Tony Reed is the editor 
of the Siuslaw news in 
Florence.

The light inside the Heceta Head Lighthouse. (Courtesy photo)

REPAIRS
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Dick Parks
March 26, 1940- July 21, 2026

https://www.bateman-
pacificview.com/obit-
uaries/dick-parks/#!/
Obituary

A graveside service was 
held Wednesday, July 29th 
at Eddyville Cemetery. 
A gathering to celebrate 
the life of Dick is being 
planned. Further details 
will be announced soon

DEATH 
NOTICE

STAFF REPORT
Lincoln County Leader

State Representative 
Cyrus Javadi 
(D-Tillamook) is call-
ing on the Bonneville 
Power Administration to 
reconsider its decision 
to end funding for the 
Select Area Fisheries 
Enhancement Program, 
known as SAFE, in the 
Lower Columbia River.

According to the Oregon 
Department of Fish and 
Wildlife (ODFW), the 
decision would take effect 
September 30 and leave 
a $2.4 million funding 
gap among Oregon, 
Washington, and Clatsop 
County. It could also put 
more than 7 million hatch-
ery salmon currently in 
production at risk.

“This may sound like 
one more fight over a 
government program with 
a long name,” Javadi said. 

“But for people who live 
and work along the Lower 
Columbia, it is much sim-
pler than that. It is about 
whether there are fish to 
catch, jobs to work, and 

paychecks to bring home.”
According to Javadi, the 

SAFE program supports 
hatchery production and 
terminal fisheries in the 
Lower Columbia River. 

It creates fishing oppor-
tunities for commercial 
and recreational fishers 
while directing more har-
vest toward hatchery fish 
and reducing pressure 

on weaker wild salmon 
stocks.

SAFE fish account for 
nearly all spring Chinook 
and most coho caught 
by the Columbia River 
commercial fishery. The 
commercial fishery pro-
duces roughly $5 million a 
year in value paid directly 
to fishermen at the dock, 
before counting the work 
created for processors, 
restaurants, hotels, mari-
nas, fuel docks, boat 
builders, mechanics, and 
other local businesses, 
Javadi said in a release.

“People sometimes talk 
about the fishing economy 
as though it begins and 
ends with the person hold-
ing the rod or standing 
on the boat,” Javadi said. 
“It does not. When the 
fish disappear, the effects 
travel quickly. The deck-
hand loses hours. The pro-
cessor handles less prod-
uct. The restaurant buys 

less seafood. The marina 
sells less fuel. The hotel 
has fewer Guests.”

BPA has helped fund 
SAFE for more than 30 
years as part of regional 
efforts to address the 
effects of the federal 
Columbia River hydro-
power system on fish and 
wildlife.

 “There is a basic prin-
ciple here,” Javadi said. 
“When federal decisions 
impose costs on local 
communities, the federal 
government should not 
simply hand those costs 
back to the people who 
had the least say in creat-
ing them.”

Members of the bipar-
tisan Oregon Coastal 
Caucus are working with 
fishery partners, state 
agencies, the Governor’s 
Office, and Oregon’s 
federal delegation to urge 
BPA to reconsider its 
decision.

The Oregon State 
Marine Board has 
approved the following 
rule language for the 
Siletz River in Lincoln 
County: 

Siletz River: 
a) No person shall use 

a motor in excess of 15 
horsepower and in excess 
of slow-no wake speed 
to propel a boat between 
Jack Morgan Park boat 
ramp and Old Mill Park 
boat ramp. 

b) All motor use is pro-
hibited upstream of Old 
Mill Park boat ramp. 

c) All motor use is pro-
hibited on all Siletz River 
tributaries upstream of 
Jack Morgan’s Park boat 

ramp.
The Board added a 

fourth component for a 
smoother rule imple-
mentation to avoid 
negatively impact-
ing anglers and the 
local community for 
scheduled angling 
opportunities this fall 
and winter: (d) Rule 
becomes effective on 
March 31, 2027.

The Board also 
directed staff to 
promptly work with 
the City of Siletz on 
permitting and facil-
ity design improve-
ments at Old Mill 
Park. Improvements 
include the parking 

areas, replacing the boat 
ramp and adding a new 
vault toilet. 

The Board agreed 
to delegate out-of-cy-
cle funding authority 
to Director Warren 
for Old Mill Park’s 
improvements, with a 

not-to-exceed amount 
of $500,000 in boating 
facility grants. Staff 

was also directed to 
develop educational 
and safety signage in 
advance of the rule’s 
implementation and to 
conduct a standard one-
year review in 2028 
to determine the rule’s 
effectiveness.

The Board also 

opened rulemaking for 
two agenda items:

Amending personal flo-
tation device (PFD) defi-
nitions in Marine Board 
administrative rules to 
align with U.S. Coast 
Guard terminology; and

Creating a reciprocity 
rule between Oregon and 
Idaho Outfitter Guides 
operating on the Snake 
River, which intersects 
both states. The pur-
pose of the rule is to 
ensure uniformity of 
laws between Oregon 
and Idaho, clarifying 
registration, license, or 
permit requirements. A 
reciprocity rule already 
exists between Oregon 

and Washington’s border 
waters.

The Marine Board 
will issue news releases 
soliciting written pub-
lic comments for each 
item once the Notices of 
Rulemaking are filed with 
the Secretary of State’s 
Office.

The proposed rulemak-
ing language for both 
items can be found in 
the Board Book on the 
Public Meeting page with 
other materials presented 
during the meeting.  

The Oregon State 
Marine Board held its 
quarterly hybrid-style 
board meeting on July 30, 
in Madras.

The commercial fishery produces roughly $5 million a year in value paid 
directly to fishermen at the dock, before counting the work created 
for processors, restaurants, hotels, marinas, fuel docks, boat builders, 
mechanics, and other local businesses,

Funding cut puts Lower Columbia fisheries, coastal jobs at risk

The Board also directed staff 
to promptly work with the City 
of Siletz on permitting and 
facility design improvements 
at Old Mill Park. Improvements 
include the parking areas, 
replacing the boat ramp and 
adding a new vault toilet. 
(Courtesy photo)

Oregon State Marine Board approves Siletz River rules 
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In Loving Memory of 
Michelle “Missy” Rene 
Mckuhn

With heavy hearts, we 
announce the passing of 
Michelle “Missy” Rene 
Mckuhn, who left this world 
far too soon on June 18, 2026, 
at the age of 55.

Missy was born on January 
27, 1971, and spent her life as 
the steady, dependable heart 
of her family. She had a quiet 
strength that made everyone 
around her feel safe, loved, and supported. 
She was the person others turned to in 
times of need—the one who always showed 
up, listened without judgment, and gave 
without expecting anything in return.

Missy dedicated 37 years of her life to 
Rite Aid. She took great pride in her work 
and was known for her kindness, loyalty, 
and strong work ethic. She built lasting 
friendships with coworkers and touched the 
lives of countless customers. To many, she 
was more than a familiar face behind the 
counter—she was someone who genuinely 
cared and always made others feel welcome.

Outside of work, Missy found joy in life’s 
simple pleasures. She loved traveling, 
sunshine, reading, and making memories 
with her family. She was a devoted daughter, 
loving sister, loyal friend, and, in the role 
she cherished most, the proudest Aunt Issy. 
Her nieces and nephews adored her, and she 

loved them as her own. She 
celebrated their milestones, 
comforted their heartbreaks, 
and was always the first to 
offer encouragement or help.

Missy is survived by her 
mother, Deloris Mckuhn; 
her brother, Doug Mckuhn 
Jr. (Stephanie Marshall-
Mckuhn); her sister, Jennifer 
Mckuhn (Kyle Zimmerman); 
her nieces, Karissa Marshall, 
Kaydence Mckuhn, Avery 
Mckuhn, Pearl Zimmerman, 

and Mayci Zimmerman; her nephews, 
Kaleb Marshall (Danielle Peterson), Ezra 
Zimmerman, and Colten Eliasen; her great-
nephews, Oliver and Jasper Marshall; and 
many family members and friends who will 
miss her deeply.

She was preceded in death by her father, 
Douglas Edward Mckuhn Sr.

A celebration of Missy’s life and potluck 
will be held on August 15 from 1:00–4:00 
p.m. at the Elks Lodge in Newport, Oregon. 
Bringing a dish is welcome but not required.

We invite all who knew and loved Missy to 
join us in sharing stories, laughter, tears, and 
memories of a life so beautifully lived.

“What we once enjoyed and deeply loved 
we can never lose, for all that we love deeply 
becomes a part of us.”

We love and miss you, Missy, and will 
forever carry you in our hearts.

Michelle “Missy” Mckuhn
January 27, 1971 – June 18, 2026

Clifford Abbas, 68, of 
Toledo, died on July 9, 2026.

He was born in Newport, 
and lived most of his life 
in Toledo. He was a 1976 
graduate of Toledo High. 

After high school he 
worked different jobs 
around the area from 
nurses’ aid to logger. He 
worked in Bakersfield as a 
millwright for 5 years. He 
then moved back to Oregon and began 
working at Greenberry where he worked 
in Oregon and Washington.

He was a member of the Eagles Lodge 

and enjoyed volunteering 
his time helping the Lodge.

Survivors are his brother 
Dennis of Newport, sister 
Debby (Chet) of Siletz, 5 
nieces and many friends. 

He was preceded in death 
by his parents Henry & 
Geri Abbas, brother John 
and niece Cheryn Smith.

There will be a celebration 
of life on Saturday, August 

22nd at his sister’s home in Siletz at 
1pm. All are invited to attend and share 
memories and laughter which is what 
Cliff would have wanted.

Clifford Abbas
1958-2026

Jan was born in Fruitland 
Idaho, to Ruben Ralph 
Helsley and Vida Stroup 
Helsley, settling in Tooele, 
Utah.

She was the oldest of four 
children. She married her 
childhood sweetheart, 
Melvin Jay Shields. They 
settled in Pine Canyon, 
Utah, where they raised 
their family in a home 
they designed and built 
together borrowing and paying off loans 
as they went. 

Mom had a zest for life! She was well 
known for her hospitality, hard work, 
quick wit, intelligence, and love for her 
family and friends.

Mom loved many sports and was a 
season-ticketholder to The Utah Jazz. She 
was an avid bowler and taught numerous 
youths within the junior bowling league. 
Mom loved learning. She soaked up 
knowledge anywhere she could. She 
enjoyed watching game shows, playing 

pinochle, Mexican-Train 
and poker – where she 
earned the nickname, 
“Sharky”.

She was a Lifetime 
member and President of 
the Lincoln City Senior 
Center as well as Host/
Kitchen coordinator for 
many consecutive years.

Mom enjoyed gardening, 
canning, sewing, painting, 
fishing, camping, family 

cookouts and get-togethers. 
She was preceded in death by her parents, 

siblings Joanne, Lois and Judy, husband 
Jay and daughter, Connie. 

Jan is survived by son, Danny (Janel), 
daughter, Jennie Shields Degelbeck, 
grandson, Clinton Marsh (Amanda) and 
Special Friend, Antonio Porras.

A Celebration of Life will be held on 
August 22 at Noon at the Lincoln City LDS 
church located at 3565 NE West Devil’s 
Lake Rd, Lincoln City, OR 97367.

Jan Eleanor Shields
September 17, 1936 -July 12, 2026

Marne’ Grusing, age 42, 
passed away on July 22, 
2026, following a long 
and courageous battle 
with breast cancer. 
Throughout her illness, 
Marne faced each day 
with strength. She was 
a resident of Newport, 
Oregon, and spent a 
brief period of her life 
living in Toledo, Oregon.

Marne’ received her BS 
degree at the University of Oregon 
in Eugene before dedicating her career 
to nurturing the youngest among us as a 
childcare provider. Her patience, kindness, 
and gentle nature brought comfort to 
countless children and families over 
the years. Outside of her work, Marne’s 
immense capacity for love extended to her 

home, where she was a devoted 
caregiver to her seven 

beloved cats.
She was an artistic soul 
who found peace and 
joy in crafting. Marne’ 
loved beading and 
working with natural 
gemstones and crystals.
She is survived by her 

mother, Vicki Hocken 
Grusing, and her sister, Sara 

Grusing. Marne was preceded in 
death by her father, Richard Norman 

Grusing.
Marne’s loving spirit will be missed by her 

family, friends, and all the lives she touched. 
Arrangements are being entrusted to 

Bateman’s Funeral home. Burial was at 
Eureka Cemetery August 3, 2pm.

Marne’ Grusing
March 24, 1984-July 22, 2026

Richard Norman Grusing, 
a veteran, craftsman, and 
family man, passed away 
suddenly from a heart 
attack on October 16, 
2023, while enjoying a 
walk. He was 79 years 
old. Born on July 27, 
1944, in Lebanon to 
Richard Grusing and 
Hazel Emma Pepperling 
Grusing, Richard spent his 
later years living in the coastal 
community of Newport, Oregon.

Richard honorably served his country 
in the United States Air Force, where he 
discovered a lifelong passion for mechanics 
while working on airplane engines. His 
time in the service took him to Hawaii, a 
chapter of his life he always remembered 
with fondness.

Upon returning to civilian life, Richard 
married his wife. Together, they shared a 
life in Oregon and raised two daughters. 
Richard owned and operated a local 
recycling business for many years.

To Richard, nothing was ever truly 
broken—it was just waiting to be fixed. 
He was a tinkerer who loved working on 

engines and doing property 
rehabilitation. He channeled 

his skills into helping his 
community, working part-
time in maintenance and 
repairing washers and 
dryers for neighbors in 
need.
Beyond his mechanical 

talents, Richard was a 
social person who made 

friends effortlessly. He was 
a familiar face around town, 

visiting Fred Meyer several times a 
week. Whether he was running errands 
or just out and about, he always took the 
time to chat with his neighbors. His quiet 
reliability, easy friendliness, and ability to fix 
anything will be deeply missed by all who 
knew him.

Richard was survived by his wife Vicki 
Hocken Grusing, two daughters, Marne 
Grusing and Sara Grusing, sister Nancy 
Newton and nieces Katie & Holly and their 
families.

Arrangements were entrusted to Bateman 
Funeral Home and a small ash scattering 
ceremony was attended by family at Agate 
Beach.

Richard Grusing
July 27, 1944-October 16, 2023

“We are very thankful 
to the ALA for this oppor-
tunity,” Toledo Library 
director Harrison Baker 
said. “When you do acces-
sibility right, everybody 
benefits, and that all has 
to start with conversations 
and direct input from our 
community.”

As part of the grant, 
Toledo Public Library 
staff will take an online 
course in how to lead con-
versations—a skill vital to 

library work today. Staff 
will then host a commu-
nity conversation with 
residents about improving 
accessibility. Based on 
this feedback, the library 
will use the grant funds 
to update and improve 
the space, collection and 
programs.

Toledo recently wel-
comed the ARC of 
Lincoln County, which 
opened its Circle Center 
on 3rd Street in March. 
This presented an opportu-
nity for the library to col-
laborate with the ARC to 
provide service to patrons 

in new and creative ways.
Anyone interested in 

getting involved or taking 
part in the conversation, 
contact Cindy Belleque 
at 541-336-3132, or 
attend the Community 
Conversation at 6 p.m. on 
August 11, in the library’s 
downstairs meeting room.

Since 2014, ALA’s 
Libraries Transforming 
Communities initiative 
has re-imagined the role 
libraries play in support-
ing communities, accord-
ing to Baker.

“Libraries of all types 
have utilized free dialogue 

and deliberation training 
and resources to lead 
community and cam-
pus forums; take part in 

anti-violence activities; 
provide a space for res-
idents to come together 
and discuss challenging 

topics; and have produc-
tive conversations with 
civic leaders, library trust-
ees and staff,” Baker said.

GRANT
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rabies in a single year. 
Bats have carried the 

rabies virus in their pop-
ulations for thousands of 
years and are well known 
to carry rabies today, 
but generally at a very 
low level. Nevertheless, 
they account for the most 
human exposures to the 
virus more than any other 
species in the U.S, accord-
ing to a release from the 
OHA and ODFW.

The highest number of 
animals testing positive 
for rabies since 2000 was 
in 2006, when 22 bats and 
two foxes were found to 
be carrying the disease. In 
2023, 20 bats tested posi-
tive for the virus.

Emilio DeBess, DVM, 
public health veterinarian 

at OHA’s Public Health 
Division, said the more 
contact someone has with 
bats, the higher the risk of 
exposure to rabies.

“Unfortunately, when 
people find a dead or 
dying bat, they may pick 
it up with their hands 
because they want to help 
it, or maybe they’re just 
curious,” DeBess said. 
“When a bat or other wild 
animal is sick or dying 
with rabies, there’s an 
increased chance they will 
bite or transmit the virus 
in other ways.”

Colin Gillin, DVM, 
ODFW state wildlife vet-
erinarian, said that bats 
and other wildlife rarely 
bite people but may do 
so if they are sick or feel 
threatened. Oregon bats, 
in particular, eat only 
insects—about 1,000 
insects every hour—and 

avoid people, Gillin 
explained.

“Bats provide import-
ant ecosystem services in 
Oregon, but also globally 
with insect control, seed 
dispersal, and pollination 
of specific plants, support-
ing agriculture and forest 
systems,” Gillin said. 
“And like many animals 
that can carry disease, bats 
can also prevent or sup-
press disease by reducing 
mosquitoes and other vec-
tors that carry human and 
animal pathogens.”

WHAT DO TO IF 
YOU FIUND A BAT 

•	 Bats are protected wild-
life, which makes it 
illegal to harm or keep 
them. If you see a bat 
that appears to be sick:

•	 Stay calm, do not touch 
it, and keep people and 
pets away.

•	 When the sick or dead 
bat is indoors, do not 
release the bat. It may 
have exposed someone 
or a pet to rabies. If it 
is safe to do so, place 
a container or box over 
the bat.

•	 When the sick or dead 
bat is outdoors and may 
have exposed someone 
to rabies, cover it with a 
box or bucket to keep it 
in place, if safe to do so. 
Finding a dead bat does 
not require any action 
unless someone was bit-
ten or scratched before 
the bat died.

•	 Contact your local 
health authority or vet-
erinarian for your area 
right away to discuss 
potential exposures to 
humans or pets.

•	 If there are multiple sick 
or dead bats observed 
in an area, report to 

ODFW. 
•	 When a person or 

pet has been bitten or 
scratched by an animal 
that may have rabies, 
report this exposure 
immediately to your 
local animal regulation 
services or local public 
health authority. Seek 
medical care immedi-
ately from a medical 
provider or veterinarian.

•	 Teach children to avoid 
all contact with bats and 
other wildlife.

•	 Avoid bats seen in the 
wild, such as while 
hiking.

•	 Make sure your dog or 
cats’ vaccinations are up 
to date, whether they are 
indoor or outdoor pets.

•	 Unvaccinated pets that 
come into contact with a 
bat may be quarantined 
for up to four months or 
euthanized.

•	 Protect your home 
from bats by covering 
vents, chimneys, and 
other entry points with 
screens.
If you have roosting 

(nesting) bats living in 
your attic or other areas 
of your house, call a 
wildlife control operator 
(WCO). ODFW is unable 
to respond to homeowner 
requests for bat removal.

RESOURCES
Find additional infor-

mation about rabies and 
bats at:
•	 OHA’s bats and rabies 

website
•	 ODFW’s bats website
•	 “Help Oregon’s bats 

with a bat-friendly 
home” article (ODFW)

•	 Centers for Disease 
Control and 
Prevention’s rabies 
website

BAT
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warrant was obtained 
and executed, leading 
to the recovery of over 
two dozen heavy-duty 
electric vehicle charging 
cables and a list of targets 
throughout Lincoln and 
Marion Counties.”

The two suspects were 
lodged on the following 

charges into the Lincoln 
County Jail: 
•	 Criminal Conspiracy
•	 Theft 1st Degree
•	 Criminal Mischief 1st 

Degree
•	 Possession of Burglar 

Tools
•	 Possession of 

Methamphetamine
•	 Possession of Fentanyl

Electric vehicle (EV) 
charger thefts are rising 
due to the high market 

value of copper wire 
inside the cables, 24/7 
public accessibility, 
and low criminal risk, 
according to a PBS 
report.

The LCPD is asking 
anyone who may have 
any information regard-
ing the string of thefts, to 
contact the Lincoln City 
Police Department and 
reference case number 
LCP26010692.

ARRESTS
From Page A1
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BUSINESS
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Average gasoline 
prices in Oregon have 
risen 5.1 cents per gal-
lon in the last week, 
averaging $4.62/g 
today, according to 
GasBuddy’s survey 
of 1,307 stations in 
Oregon.

Prices in Oregon are 
9.7 cents per gallon 
higher than a month ago 
and stand 69.3 cents 
per gallon higher than a 
year ago. The national 
average price of diesel 
has increased 7.1 cents 
compared to a week ago 
and stands at $5.326 per 
gallon.

According to 
GasBuddy price reports, 
the cheapest station in 
Oregon was priced at 
$3.99/g yesterday while 
the most expensive was 
$6.95/g, a difference 
of $2.96/g. The low-
est price in the state 

yesterday was $3.99/g 
while the highest was 
$6.95/g, a difference of 
$2.96/g.

The national average 
price of gasoline has 
fallen 0.8 cents per 
gallon in the last week, 
averaging $4.05/g today. 
The national average is 
up 28.5 cents per gal-
lon from a month ago 
and stands 93.6 cents 
per gallon higher than 
a year ago, according 
to GasBuddy data com-
piled from more than 
11 million weekly price 
reports covering over 
150,000 gas stations 
across the country.

Historical gasoline 
prices in Oregon and the 
national average going 
back five years:
•	 August 3, 2025: 

$3.93/g (U.S. Average: 
$3.11/g)

•	 August 3, 2024: 
$3.87/g (U.S. Average: 
$3.46/g)

•	 August 3, 2023: 

$4.61/g (U.S. Average: 
$3.82/g)

•	 August 3, 2022: 
$5.01/g (U.S. Average: 
$4.12/g)

•	 August 3, 2021: 
$3.75/g (U.S. Average: 
$3.19/g)
Neighboring areas and 

their current gas prices:
•	 Eugene- $4.54/g, up 

7.9 cents per gallon 
from last week’s 
$4.46/g.

•	 Salem- $4.55/g, up 4.0 
cents per gallon from 
last week’s $4.51/g.

•	 Portland- $4.71/g, 
up 3.2 cents per gal-
lon from last week’s 
$4.68/g.
“Average gasoline 

prices were a mixed 
bag across the country 
last week as oil markets 
went on a wild ride, 
surging on geopolitical 
tensions before pulling 
back Sunday night after 
President Trump sig-
naled a potential deal 
may be in the works,” 

said Patrick De Haan, 
head of petroleum anal-
ysis at GasBuddy. 

“However, even as 
oil prices ease on deal 
optimism, continued 
Ukrainian attacks on 
Russian oil infrastruc-
ture are driving refined 
product prices higher as 
output plummets, keep-
ing upward pressure on 
what Americans pay at 
the pump. 

According to De 
Haan, by later this week, 
the national average 
could reach its highest 
level ever recorded for 
this point in the cal-
endar year, a sobering 
milestone even as prices 
remain well below the 
all-time record set in 
2022.

“Motorists should 
keep a close eye on 
developments both in 
the Middle East and in 
Ukraine, as either front 
could quickly shift the 
outlook,” De Haan said.

The Oregon 
Department of Forestry 
(ODF) has finalized 
its Annual Operations 
Plans (AOP). The Plans 
describe projects planned 
for state forests in the 
2027 fiscal year that 
began July 1 and runs 
through June 30, 2027. 

These include:
•	 Planned timber sales 

for each district.
•	 Recreation projects, 

such as the installation 
of a bridge.

•	 Other types of forest 
projects, such as stream 
enhancement or resto-
ration projects.
ODF received 1,515 

written comments during 
the public comment 
period that was open 
from April 3 to May 18.

“We received many 
thoughtful and construc-
tive comments from the 

public,” ODF’s State 
Forests Division Deputy 
Chief Nick Palazzotto 
said. “These represent 
diverse perspectives and 
demonstrate a high level 
of interest and engage-
ment in State Forests. 
The comments help us 
in the challenging work 
of trying to balance 
ODF’s legal obligation to 
manage state forests for 
timber production to meet 
economic goals as well as 
social and environmental 
outcomes—a concept 
referred to as Greatest 
Permanent Value.”

State forests provide:
•	 Outdoor recreation
•	 Forest education
•	 Clean water
•	 Critical fish and wild-

life habitats
•	 Sustainable harvest vol-

umes that produce jobs 
and revenue that funds 

vital services in rural 
counties
The majority of tim-

ber sales are on Board 
of Forestry lands, where 
about two thirds of the 
resulting revenue is split 
with the counties. In turn, 
the counties share those 
revenues with special 
districts that support local 
schools or provide other 
essential community 
services. ODF retains 
one third of the revenue 
to fund management of 
state forests. A small por-
tion of the timber sales 
are located on Common 
School Forest Lands and 
generate revenue for the 
state’s Common School 
Fund.

Some comments 
resulted in edits to spe-
cific timber sales while 
others are addressed in 
a high-level summary of 

comments received high-
lighting the major themes, 
topics, and agency 
responses. 

“We read and con-
sider every com-
ment,” Palazzotto said. 
“However, we do not 
respond individually to 
each one. Sale specific 
comments are considered 
by the field and technical 
specialists and changes 
are documented in the 
plans. We also develop 
a summary with broad 
categories that capture the 
high-level comments and 
provides our responses to 
the public commentary.”

The comment summary 
document has the follow-
ing sections: 
•	 Recreation
•	 Timber Harvest
•	 Climate Change and 

Fire Mitigation
•	 Young Stand 

Management
•	 Aquatic, Water Quality, 

Wildlife
•	 Roads and Slopes
•	 Process and Document 

Improvement
•	 Specific Sales
•	 Out of Scope

The Fiscal Year 2027 
Annual Operations Plan 
documents are avail-
able for ODF’s Astoria, 
Forest Grove, Klamath-
Lake, North Cascade, 
Tillamook, West Oregon 
and Western Lane dis-
tricts. These are located 
on the same webpage 
as the summary of 
comments and agency 
response document.

“Because we man-
age state forests for 
the Greatest Permanent 
Value, we have to 
consider how our 
decisions impact all 
Oregonians, not just 

a single commenter,” 
Palazzotto said. “This 
means individual mem-
bers of the public or 
stakeholder groups may 
be disappointed with 
some choices made and 
satisfied with others. We 
recognize that and seek 
to be as transparent as 
possible in our decisions. 
We know Oregonians 
care about their forests 
as we received more than 
fifteen-hundred comments 
this year. Given the high 
interest in how state for-
ests are managed, ODF 
will continue to work on 
improving communica-
tions with landowners, 
neighbors and concerned 
citizens. Our goal is to 
raise awareness of our 
AOP process and how 
people can connect with 
us to have their concerns 
heard.”

STAFF REPORT
Lincoln County Leader 

Residents experiencing dry 
wells during this summer’s 
drought – or anytime – are 
encouraged to report issues via 
the website owrd.info/drywell.

Dry well reports help the 
state track ongoing and emerg-
ing shifts in groundwater sup-
plies, and impacts on people 
who rely on groundwater. 
Residents who provide reports 
contribute to a greater under-
standing of conditions specific 
to their area.

The Oregon Water 

Resources Department main-
tains the state’s Dry Well 
website, including an inter-
active map where reports can 
be tracked by county and 
basin, along with highlighting 
hotspots with higher numbers 
of reports.  

The website also includes 
valuable information for well 
owners, such as maintenance 
tips, how to find licensed and 
qualified personnel to service 
their well, and links to poten-
tial financial assistance.

“As Oregon continues 
to face constrained water 
supplies, understanding 

groundwater trends across 
the state becomes even more 
important,” said Ivan Gall, 
Director of the Oregon Water 
Resources Department.

Dry well reporting is 
required as part of qualify-
ing for financial assistance 
through OWRD’s Well 
Abandonment, Repair and 
Replacement Fund (WARRF), 
except for wells damaged by 
fire. WARRF provides grants 
to low- to moderate-income 
homeowners or members of a 
Federally recognized Tribe to 
help with the cost of repairing 
or abandoning and replacing a 

dry well or a well damaged by 
wildfire.

The well must no longer 
provide enough water for 
essential in-home uses like 
drinking, cooking or bathing, 
and the applicant must live 
at the property full-time. A 
majority of program funding is 
dedicated to applications from 
drought-declared counties or 
for wells impacted by wildfire. 
Find more information and 
apply at owrd.info/warrf.

With bipartisan support, 
the Oregon Legislature’s 
Emergency Board recently 
allocated $1 million in 

additional state dollars to 
WARRF to ensure families 
continue to have access to 
water in their homes.

About the Oregon Water 
Resources Department 
(OWRD): The Oregon Water 
Resources Department works 
to assure sufficient and sus-
tainable water supplies are 
available to meet current and 
future needs. The agency 
administers laws governing 
management and distribu-
tion of Oregon’s surface and 
groundwater resources. 

For more information, visit 
oregon.gov/owrd.

Prices in Oregon are 9.7 cents per gallon higher 
than a month ago and stand 69.3 cents per 
gallon higher than a year ago. (Metro Creative 
Connection)

Gasoline prices up 67 cents per gallon over last year

State Forests Annual Operations Plan for timber sales finalized

State agency issues well advisory

SHAANTH NANGUNERI
Oregon Capital Chronicle

Participation in Oregon’s 
voluntary statewide emer-
gency alert system designed 
for natural disasters and pub-
lic safety threats has been far 
higher in rural counties than 
in the Portland metro area, 
according to a new study.

Researchers from the Ohio-
based Miami University pub-
lished their findings July 27, 
in Disaster Prevention and 
Management: An International 
Journal. They found that the 
OR-Alert system has “sur-
prisingly” high enrollment 
rates above 100% from coun-
ties such as Clatsop, Curry, 

Douglas, and Lincoln, while 
the Multnomah County area 
had an enrollment rate of 13% 
that mostly included “internal 
Portland employees.” The 
rates above 100% are likely 
due to people signing up for 
the alerts more than once.

“Enrollment also varied 
geographically, with some 
rural counties reporting sur-
prisingly high participation 
rates, while urban areas like 
Multnomah County showed 
low participation, leaving 
large populations more vulner-
able,” the study reads.

That’s a reflection of the 
fact that natural disasters such 
as landslides and floods are 
more common in rural Oregon 

in comparison to the Portland 
metropolitan area.

The OR-Alert system kicked 
off in Oregon in 2021 and 
allows people to visit a state-
wide portal to connect with 
local emergency alert systems 
in all 36 counties and tribal 
governments across the state 
who rely upon a universal 
mass notification service. The 
system allows for local emer-
gency notification managers 
to coordinate with the Federal 
Emergency Management 
Agency, or FEMA, which can 
send alerts to all cell phones 
in a given area.

While more than 50% of 
the alerts the system sent 
out use text messaging, push 

notifications were “underuti-
lized” at 2%, posing “substan-
tial barriers for time-sensitive 
earthquake warnings,” accord-
ing to researchers. They said 
the geographic and notifica-
tion-type disparities represent 
barriers to risk reduction.

“Institutional coordination 
between emergency man-
agement, public health, and 
community organizations can 
build the engagement and 
trust necessary for effective 
warning response,” the study 
reads.

The U.S. Geological 
Survey offers another tool 
that delivers automatic noti-
fications to people on their 
cellphones ahead of damaging 

earthquakes at their locations. 
That is not an opt-in tool, but 
recipients must allow their 
cell phones to receive emer-
gency alerts in their settings. 

https://oregoncapitalchron-
icle.com/briefs/oregon-emer-
gency-alert-system-more-pop-
ular-in-rural-areas-than-met-
ro-area-study-says/

Oregon Capital Chronicle 
is part of States Newsroom, a 
network of news bureaus sup-
ported by grants and a coa-
lition of donors as a 501c(3) 
public charity. Oregon Capital 
Chronicle maintains editorial 
independence. Contact Editor 
Lynne Terry for questions: 
info@oregoncapitalchronicle.
com. 

Emergency alert system more popular in rural areas than metro area
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MIA MALDONADO
Oregon Capital Chronicle

An Oregon lawmaker 
wants to make visiting 
state parks cheaper for 

residents. 
Rep. Cyrus Javadi, 

D-Tillamook, last week 
floated the idea of intro-
ducing a bill to make 
parking at Oregon State 

Parks free for state 
residents.

Javadi, who is up for 
reelection in November 

Registration is now 
open for the 2026 Booster 
Bash Golf Tournament at 
the Salishan Golf Links 

in Gleneden Beach. We 
hope you’ll join us for a 
great day of golf, fun, and 
community support!

Please click the regis-
tration link below to sign 

The Department of 
Veterans Affairs has 
awarded $488,500 in 
grants to 2026 Highly 
Rural Transportation 
Grant to support local 
Veterans with transporta-
tion needs.

The Highly Rural 
Transportation Grants 
(HRTG) program helps 
Veterans living in highly 
rural areas with free 
transportation to VA and 
VA‑authorized health 
care facilities.

“Transportation should 
never be the reason a 
Veteran misses needed 
care,” said Karla Azcuy. 

STAFF REPORT

The Oregon Parks and 
Recreation Department’s 
Whale Watching Senter 
and viewing area around 
the building in Depoe 
Bay has closed for repairs 
this summer, according 

to the Oregon Parks and 
Recreation Department 
(OPRD).

“This has been an 
ongoing need for the 
building, and we’ve just 
recently been able to 
secure funding,” ODPR 
Park Manager Burke 

Martin said. “We appre-
ciate the community’s 
patience and support as 
we work to protect and 
preserve this unique 
coastal facility.”

The whale watching 

Sand building 
contests at 
Lincoln City

JEREMY C. RUARK
Lincoln County Leader

The Lincoln City 
Sandcastle Contest at 
Siletz Bay is a won-
drous, fun-filled day cel-
ebrating one of Lincoln 
City’s best adventures—
playing on the local 
beaches, according to 
organizers.

The public is encour-
aged to participate in 
the Sandcastle Contest, 
held at Siletz Bay in the 
Historic Taft District 
presented by Mo’s 
Restaurant Lincoln City. 
Head to SW 51st Street 
and watch the sand come 
to life with categories 
like mermaids, chowder 
heads, cruise ships, and 
more.

In a published report 
in the former Lincoln 
City News Guard, 
Alex Ward, the for-
mer President of the 
Bay Area Merchants 
Association said the sand 
building contests are 
a positive community 
connector.

“If the whole town 
embraces an event like 
this, or like the kite 
festival, it helps create 
a momentum that is a 
critical mass that really 
lifts up the whole town,” 

The tournament will be 
held at at the Salishan 
Golf Links in Gleneden 
Beach. (Courtesy photo)

Salishan 2026 Booster Bash Golf 
Tournament registration opens

Veterans in highly rural areas can visit www.
va.gov/resources/transportation-to-va-
health-appointments-in-highly-rural-areas/ to 
locate resources in their area. (Metro Creative 
Connection)

$488,500 ‘highly rural’ transportation 
grant to assist local military veterans 

See GRANT, page B2

See SAND, page B2

See PARKS, page B2 See REPAIRS, page B2

See GOLF, page B2

Imagination on the Beach

A sand witch at a previous Lincoln City sand building contest. (Photos by Jeremy C. Ruark)

Dog on the sand from the 2013 Lincoln City sand 
building contest. Cool off time at the 2014 Lincoln City sand building contest.

Fort Stevens State Park near Astoria is Oregon’s largest public 
campground. The 4,300-acre property has beach access, a freshwater 
lake, trails and the Peter Iredale shipwreck. (Courtesy photo from Oregon 
State Parks and Recreation Department)

Oregon lawmaker says he’ll introduce bill 
to make state parks free to residents

This temporary closure will allow the contractors to complete essential 
roof replacement work. (Courtesy photo from the OPRD)

Whale Watching Center to close for repairs
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Samaritan House envisions a community 
where all families can live together in 

safe, affordable, and sustainable housing; 
and all generations are able to thrive.

715 SW Bay St., Newport OR 97365
Phone: 541-574-8898

Sam House 
samfamshelter.org501(c)(3) nonprofit organization

Please donate

Sudoku is a number-placing puzzle 
based on a 9x9 grid with several given 
numbers. 

The object is to place the numbers 1 to 
9 in the empty squares so that each row, 
each column and each 3x3 box contains 
the same number only once. 

in a politically split dis-
trict along the North 
Coast, framed the idea as 
a way to make enjoying 
public land more afford-
able, particularly for 
low-income Oregonians. 
His district is home to 
several state parks, includ-
ing Cape Lookout, Fort 
Stevens and Bob Straub.

“The idea is that state 
parks are a public good, 
a place that Oregonians 
can go and enjoy with-
out additional fees, if 
possible, especially the 
Oregonians who don’t 
have a lot of extra dis-
posable income,” he told 

the Capital Chronicle.
State parks already face 

budget constraints
The Oregon Parks and 

Recreation Department 
oversees 250 state park 
properties across more 
than 113,000 acres, 
including 362 miles on 
the coast. It’s one of the 
country’s most popu-
lar state park systems, 
receiving the third most 
visitors for day-use out 
of any state park system, 
according to the agency.

The agency mostly 
relies on lottery funds 
and user fees, including 
day-use parking fees of 
$10 for in-state residents 
and $12 for out-of-state 
visitors at many popular 
sites.

“Free parking would 
create a substantial gap in 
the agency’s budget that 
would have to be filled 
by a stable source of 
funding that can address 
current and future needs,” 
agency spokesperson 
Lauren Wirtis said in 
an email. “The Oregon 
Parks and Recreation 
Department is not aware 
of any such source.” 

About half of the agen-
cy’s $393.4 million two-
year budget comes from 
lottery funds, a funding 
system voters passed in 
1998 when they voted in 
favor of a ballot measure 
splitting 15% of state 
lottery proceeds between 
state parks, beaches and 
wildlife conservation 
efforts. A third of the 
agency’s budget relies on 
money generated through 
camping, day-use and RV 
registration fees. Federal 
funds make up the 
remainder of the budget.

Last summer, the 
agency faced a 14% 

budget shortfall because 
of increasing costs, 
record visitation, and 
declining lottery funds. 
In response, it increased 
several of its fees, includ-
ing day-use fees that only 
exist at the most visited 
parks.

It’s too soon to tell 
whether these changes 
have stabilized the bud-
get, Wirtis said, but 
it’s the only option the 
agency has to address 
budget constraints.

Javadi doesn’t have a 
concrete proposal yet, but 
he said he doesn’t want 
to defund the agency 
either. 

“Oregon’s state parks 
are underfunded, so I do 
not think we can simply 
eliminate parking fees 
without replacing that 
revenue,” he said. 

He said he’s open to 
realigning the programs 
that receive lottery 
funds, using the transient 
lodging tax lawmakers 
recently increased to fund 

state park operations or 
potentially increasing 
or adding day-use and 
camping fees for out-
of-state residents at all 
of Oregon’s state parks. 
Another option he said 
he’d consider is making 
state park access free 
during the week. 

Past proposal looks to 
other states

Residents in at least 
a dozen states, includ-
ing Montana, Idaho and 
Michigan, can buy an 
annual state parks pass at 
the time of registering a 
vehicle. 

Oregon doesn’t have 
an option to buy a state 
parks pass while regis-
tering a car. Instead, it 
offers an annual day-use 
state parks pass for $60 
for state residents and 
$75 for out-of-state resi-
dents for purchase on the 
agency’s website or in 
person at some parks. 

Rep. Rob Nosse, 
D-Portland, introduced 
a bill in 2025 offering 
to eliminate day-use 
state park passes with an 
option for Oregonians to 
donate $19 to the park 
system. The bill didn’t 
receive a hearing and 
died in the committee 
process. In an interview, 
Nosse said the bill wasn’t 
a priority then as the 
Oregon Legislature grap-
pled with an impending 
transportation budget 
crisis. 

The goal of the bill 
wasn’t necessarily to 
make state parks free, but 
to support a more robust 
funding system for the 
agency as long as Oregon 
could maintain a certain 
threshold of participa-
tion, said Justin Boyle, a 
conservation advocate for 
Environment Oregon who 
worked on the bill. 

“It is really just a more 

convenient way to pur-
chase an annual pass,” 
Boyle said, adding that 
he’s planning to work on 
legislators in 2027 for a 
similar proposal. 
Existing free options to 

visit Oregon State Parks
More than 150 of 

Oregon’s 250 state parks 
are free to visit.

Additionally, the 
agency last month 
launched a Library Pass 
Program, allowing fam-
ilies to borrow any of 
the 200 day-use parking 
permits handed out to 82 
libraries statewide. Each 
participating library has 
at least four parking per-
mits, while libraries clos-
est to state parks have 
more passes.

The agency also offers 
special access passes for 
free camping four nights 
per month and free park-
ing year-round for foster 
families, veterans with 
disabilities and active-
duty military on official 
leave. 

Javadi said he is con-
sidering ways to expand 
free state park access to 
Oregonians who qualify 
for the Oregon Health 
Plan or the Supplemental 
Nutrition Assistance 
Program.

https://oregon-
capitalchronicle.
com/2026/07/30/oregon-
lawmaker-says-hell-intro-
duce-bill-to-make-state-
parks-free-to-residents/

Oregon Capital 
Chronicle is part of 
States Newsroom, a net-
work of news bureaus 
supported by grants and 
a coalition of donors as 
a 501c(3) public charity. 
Oregon Capital Chronicle 
maintains editorial inde-
pendence. Contact Editor 
Lynne Terry for ques-
tions: info@oregoncapi-
talchronicle.com.

PARKS
From Page B1

LINCOLN COUNTY 
SHERIFF’S OFFICE

While many of us wel-
come the warmer weather, 
we must remember that 
some of our loved ones 
may find themselves in 
an uncomfortable predica-
ment. It could even result 
in their death.

Pets regularly accom-
pany many people on trips 
and errands, which often 
leaves them alone in a 
vehicle. Pets should not be 
left unattended in a parked 
car. On warm days, and 
even cloudy days, the 
temperature in a car can 
rise to dangerous levels 
in minutes, even with the 
windows left open.

A brief stop at a store or 
another errand can quickly 
turn into 15 minutes or 
more before we know 
it. Leaving pets in a car 
for this time could be a 
mistake that takes their 
life. Leaving the windows 
cracked won’t cool the 
car enough to protect your 
beloved pet, even if they 
have water available.

Oregon was the 11th 

state to pass a Good 
Samaritan Law, which 
allows anyone – not just 
law enforcement – to 
enter a vehicle (by force 
or otherwise) to remove 
an unattended domestic 
animal without fear of 
civil or criminal liability. 

If you come upon a sce-
nario where you believe 
an animal could perish, 
please contact our dis-
patch center at 541-265-
0777 before deciding to 
enter the vehicle. Be ready 
to convey your location, 
the vehicle description, 
and a description of you. 
Our Animal Service 
Deputies will make every 
effort to respond quickly.

If you determine that 

more immediate life-sav-
ing action is necessary, 
please ensure you do all 
of the following:
•	 Have a reasonable 

belief that the animal is 
in imminent danger

•	 Notify law enforce-
ment or emergency 
services either before or 
soon after entering the 
vehicle

•	 Use only the minimum 
force necessary to enter 
the vehicle

•	 Stay with the animal 
until law enforcement, 
emergency services, or 
the owner or operator of 
the vehicle arrives.
For more information 

and tips, visit www.lincol-
ncountysheriff.net

Ward said. “These events 
really illustrate a com-
munity working together 
toward a common goal. 
It’s pretty awesome.”

The 2026 event registra-
tion begins on August 8, 
outside Mo’s Restaurant 
in Lincoln City.

There will be prizes 
awarded to the best sand 
sculptures.
•	 10 a.m. - 10:30 a.m. 

- Registration
•	 10:30 a.m. - 12:30 p.m. 

- Castle Building
•	 12:30 p.m. - 1 p.m. - 

Judging and Prizes
Only sand, water, shells 

and other natural beach 
materials found on the 
beach that day can be 

used for construction. 
Forms can be used in the 
construction process but 
cannot support the final 
structure. Hand tools are 
allowed, but not power 
tools. This is an amateur 
competition—professional 
“sand artists” are disqual-
ified from winning prizes.

The organizers said 
there will be pre-con-
test activities this year, 
including games, and 
more.

Art on the Beach & 
Sand Art Competition
Celebrate creativity on 

the Oregon Coast with a 
day of beachside art for 
all ages.

The public is invited 
to the Art on the 
Beach and Sand Art 
Competition from 9 a.m. 
to 11 a.m. Saturday, 

August 15, on the beach 
in front of Chinook 
Winds Casino Resort, at 
1777 NW 44th Street in 
Lincoln City.

The event is Cascade 
Head Biosphere 
Collaborative.

Watch professional art-
ists and skilled volunteers 
create a spectacular giant 
sand art graphic, then 
enjoy a family-friendly 
sand art competition 
where teams transform 
the beach into works of 
art inspired by the coast 
and the Cascade Head 
Marine Reserve.

Whether you’re com-
peting or simply watch-
ing, it’s a fun way to 
experience art, commu-
nity, and the beauty of the 
beach together, according 
to organizers.

SAND
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Center is located just off 
Highway 101 in Depoe 
Bay.

The postwar-era build-
ing was built in 1956 
and listed in the National 
Register of Historic Places 
in 2012. This temporary 
closure will allow the 
contractors to complete 
essential roof replace-
ment work. Construction 
will repair leaks from the 
promenade deck, replace 
the original roofing mem-
brane and drains, accord-
ing to the OPRD.

Construction was to 
begin as early as Aug. 1 

depending on the contrac-
tor’s schedule and mobili-
zation plans. Because this 
is a roofing project on the 
Oregon coast, construction 
during the summer months 
will allow work crews to 
take advantage of typically 
drier weather. This timing 
helps reduce the risk of 
weather-related delays and 
protects both the structure 
and contractor safety, 
according to the OPRD.

The Whale Watching 
Center will remain open 
until construction offi-
cially begins. OPRD antic-
ipates completing repairs 
by the end of October 
– well ahead of the annual 
gray whale migration in 
the winter.

“We acknowledge that 
this temporary closure 
may be inconvenient for 
visitors and the Depoe 
Bay community, and we 
appreciate everyone’s 
understanding as we 
complete these essential 
improvements,” Martin 
said.

The turn out about a 
block north of the Whale 
Watching Center will 
remain open.

There are still plenty of 
places along the Oregon 
Coast top see whales from 
Astoria to Brookings.

Nearby parks such as 
Boiler Bay, Rocky Creek 
and Cape Foulweather 
also offer fantastic views 
for whale watching. 

REPAIRS
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up for the tournament: 
https://www.newportboost-
erclub.org/blank-1

Registration closes on 
Friday, August 14, so be 
sure to reserve your spot 
before the deadline!

Every dollar raised 
through the Booster 
Bash directly supports 

the student-athletes of 
Newport High School by 
helping provide equipment, 
uniforms, training opportu-
nities, and other resources 
that enhance their athletic 
experience.

If you know friends, 
family members, cowork-
ers, or fellow golfers who 
would enjoy a great tour-
nament while supporting 
a great cause, please for-
ward this email and invite 

them to join us. The more 
participants we have, the 
greater the impact we can 
make for Newport High 
School students.

Newport Booster Club 
organizers thanked sup-
porters for their continue 
support.

“We truly appreciate 
your generosity and look 
forward to seeing you on 
the course,” the organizers 
stated in a release.

GOLF
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“These grants will help 
us reach Veterans in 
remote areas and make 
sure they can get to their 
appointments safely, reli-
ably and without added 
stress.”

The HRTG pro-
gram provides fund-
ing to Veteran Service 
Organizations and 
State Veterans Service 
Agencies that serve 

counties with fewer than 
seven people per square 
mile. This year, VA 
awarded more than $6.1 
million in grants through 
HRTG. The program 
reduces transportation 
barriers for rural Veterans 
so they can get essential 
medical care, including 
primary care, specialty 
appointments and mental 
health services.

Since the HRTG pro-
gram launched in 2014, 
VA has awarded more 
than $46 million to 

organizations in 15 states, 
U.S. territories and tribal 
lands. These grants help 
ensure that Veterans in 
remote communities can 
reach health care services 
despite long distances, 
limited public transporta-
tion and other geographic 
challenges.

Veterans in highly rural 
areas can visit www.
va.gov/resources/trans-
portation-to-va-health-ap-
pointments-in-high-
ly-rural-areas/ to locate 
resources in their area.

GRANT
From Page B1

LAW ENFORCEMENT TIP OF THE WEEK
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View the Future is proud 
to announce its first annual 
fundraising event, Rooted 
& Rising: An Evening 
with Indigenous Leaders 
and Advocates, taking 
place from 4 p.m. to 8 
p.m. Friday, September 12, 
at the Yachats Commons,

The evening will bring 
together community 
members, conservation 
supporters, and Tribal 
leaders to celebrate the 
deep connection between 
Indigenous stewardship, 
land conservation, and the 
future of the Yachats area. 
The event will raise crit-
ical support for View the 
Future’s work to preserve 
the natural and cultural 
landscapes that define the 
Yachats community.

The keynote speaker 
will be Amy Bowers 
Cordalis, a Yurok attorney, 
fisherwoman, and nation-
ally recognized advocate 
for Indigenous rights and 
Klamath River restoration. 
Her leadership has been 
instrumental in one of the 
largest river restoration 
efforts in U.S. history and 
has inspired conservation 
efforts across the country.

Joining her as a featured 
speaker is Robert Kentta, 
Tribal Council mem-
ber of the Confederated 
Tribes of Siletz Indians, 
respected cultural leader, 
and historian. Kentta has 
spent decades preserving 
and sharing the history, 
culture, and traditions of 
Indigenous peoples on the 
Oregon Coast.

“This evening is about 
more than fundraising,” 
said Gretchen Dubie, 
Executive Director of 
View the Future. “It is 
an opportunity to honor 
Indigenous leadership, 
celebrate the partnerships 
that make conservation 
possible, and inspire our 
community to invest in 
the future of the lands and 
stories that make Yachats 
so special.”

Guests will enjoy:
•	 Inspiring presenta-

tions from nationally 
respected Indigenous 
leaders

•	 Live music by pianist 
Vicki Brabham, joined 
by vocalist Sage Parks

•	 Complimentary small 
bites and hors d’oeuvres 
by William Webster

•	 Silent and live auctions
•	 Exciting raffle prizes
•	 An evening of commu-

nity, storytelling, and 
conservation
Proceeds from Rooted 

& Rising will directly 
support View the Future’s 
mission to preserve, pro-
tect, and enhance the nat-
ural environment through 
collaborative conservation, 
education, and cultural 
stewardship.

Tickets are $75 per 
person.

For tickets and addi-
tional information, visit 
https://www.viewthefu-
ture.org/upcoming-events

Event Details
•	 Rooted & Rising: 

An Evening with 
Indigenous Leaders and 
Advocates

•	 Date: Saturday, 
September 12, 2026

•	 Time: 4–8 p.m.
•	 Location: Yachats 

Commons, 441 Hwy 
101, Yachats, Oregon
About View the Future
View the Future is 

a nonprofit land trust 
dedicated to preserving, 
protecting, and enhancing 
the natural environment 

through collaborative 
actions that support 
scientific, educational, 
recreational, cultural, and 
economic goals for the 
benefit of the Yachats 

community and future 
generations. Since 2004, 
the organization has 
worked alongside com-
munity members, Tribal 
partners, conservation 

organizations, and public 
agencies to protect the 
landscapes, watersheds, 
wildlife habitat, and cul-
tural heritage that define 
the Yachats area.

View the Future first annual fundraising event: Rooted & Rising
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Guest Column

If you want to prolong 
color in your landscape 
from summer into fall, 
consider planting ever-
green shrubs called Hebes 
for vivid flowers and 
striking foliage.

“Most Hebes flower in 
the summer, but others 
bloom in late fall,” said 
Neil Bell, horticulturist 
with the Oregon State 
University Extension 
Service. “Some have 
colorful foliage that lasts 
through autumn. They 
provide an interesting 
change from the usual 
asters and maples we 
customarily rely on for 
autumn interest.”

Native to New Zealand, 
Hebe (pronounced HEE-
bee) includes hundreds 
of cultivars, though rela-
tively few are familiar to 
American gardeners.

“The plants may have 
acquired a reputation for 
lack of hardiness because 

some of the most popular 
cultivars introduced here 
are not hardy in very 
cold winters,” Bell said. 
“However, many Hebes 
do well in the Pacific 
Northwest if grown in a 
sheltered spot.”

Large-leaved Hebes 
are more sensitive to 
cold and may be injured 
below 25 degrees, while 
small-leaved types tend to 
be hardier. Bell suggests 
placing large-leaved cul-
tivars in sheltered sites 
or growing them in con-
tainers that can be moved 
under cover during hard 
freezes.

For showy fall flowers, 
Bell recommends:
•	 ‘Amy’
•	 ‘Alicia Amherst’
•	 ‘Purple Picture’ (blooms 

in June and again in 
October–November)

•	 ‘Hobby’ (red flowers 
lasting into November 
or December during 
mild years)

•	 ‘Bowles Hybrid’ (laven-
der summer blooms and 
additional fall flowers; 

hardier than most)
“Except for ‘Bowles 

Hybrid,’ which is har-
dier, all these hybrids 
are susceptible to cold,” 
Bell said. “Plant them 
against a sheltered wall or 
between other shrubs and 

be prepared to give them 
cover if temperatures drop 
suddenly.”

Colorful small-leaved 
cultivars

Several hardy, small-
leaved cultivars suitable 
for Western Oregon offer 

unusual foliage:
•	 ‘Quicksilver’ — small 

silvery leaves
•	 ‘Boughton Dome’ — 

grayish foliage
•	 ‘James Stirling’ — 

ochre leaves with a 
conifer-like appearance

Some cultivars change 
color seasonally, taking on 
purplish or reddish tones 
in winter. Well-known 
examples include:
•	 ‘Caledonia’ — turns 

purple
•	 ‘Sapphire’ — bright red 

shoot tips in winter
Variegated options
Variegated cultivars are 

visually striking but tend 
to be large-leaved and 
therefore less cold-hardy. 
They include:
•	 Hebe speciosa 

‘Variegata’
•	 ‘Tricolor’
•	 ‘Andersonii Variegata’

These require a pro-
tected location for winter 
survival.

Growing conditions
Hebes grow best with:

•	 At least partial sun
•	 Well-drained soil
•	 Summer irrigation

Minimal pruning (a 
light annual shaping after 
bloom is sufficient)

Kym Pokorny writes 
for the Oregon State 
University Extension 
Service.

Hebe ‘La Seduisant’ is not cold hardy in most areas of Oregon but is great 
for pots that can be protected. (Courtey photo from Neil Bell)

IN THE GARDEN

Hebes offer long-lasting color for Pacific Northwest gardens

STAFF REPORT
Lincoln County Leader 

The 27th Annual Cape 
Kiwanda Longboard 
Classic returns to Pacific 
City September 18–20, 
bringing together more 
than 240 surfers to 
compete in the Pacific 
Northwest’s premier long-
board surf competition.

The event is hosted by 
Moment Surf Company 
and Pelican Brewing 
Company.

Longboarding surfing 
is a style of riding waves 
using a long surfboard, 
typically 9 feet or longer, 
characterized by stabil-
ity, smooth gliding, and 
classic maneuvers like 
nose-riding. See more at 
https://xanadusurf.com/
about-longboard-surfing/

Known for combining 
competitive surfing with 
community impact, this 
year’s event marks the 
beginning of a new fund-
raising initiative focused 
on improving water res-
cue capabilities along 
the South Tillamook and 

North Lincoln County 
Coast. 

After successfully 
helping fund and build 
the Pacific City Skate 
Park over past years, 
event organizers are now 
directing proceeds toward 
equipment and training 
for water rescue personnel 
at Nestucca Rural Fire 
Protection District and 
North Lincoln Fire & 
Rescue. The effort aims 
to strengthen local rescue 
resources and improve 
safety for everyone who 
enjoys the ocean, includ-
ing surfers, dory fish-
ermen, beachgoers and 
visitors.

“Strong water rescue 
programs are vital in 
coastal communities,” said 
event announcer Tyler 
Cunningham. “Supporting 
the training and equip-
ment needed for these 
teams is an investment in 
the safety of residents and 
visitors alike.”

The Cape Kiwanda 
Longboard Classic 
continues to attract an 
increasingly high level of 

competition with surfers 
traveling both nationally 
and internationally to 
compete in the event. 
Competitors from the 
Pacific Northwest as well 

as California, Hawaii and 
Canada are expected to 
participate across catego-
ries for all ages.

Despite its growth over 
the past 27 years, the 

Cape Kiwanda Longboard 
Classic remains largely 
volunteer-run, relying on 
the dedication of commu-
nity members, sponsors 
and local partners to make 

the event possible. “For 
nearly three decades, 
the Classic has been 
about bringing people 
together around surfing 
and community,” said 
Jeff Mollencop, owner of 
Moment Surf Company. 
“Each year it is incredi-
ble to see the community 
come out to support the 
surfers and this event.”

In keeping with the 
competition’s spirit start-
ing after the 25th annual 
event a rotating set of art-
ists from the local PNW 
surf community are com-
missioned for each year’s 
poster art until the 30th 
Annual event when long-
time artist Todd Fisher is 
set to return. The poster 
art for the 27th Annual 
Cape Kiwanda Longboard 
Classic is by Pacific City 
local and longtime com-
petitor of the event Taylor 
Blackman.

For more information 
about the event, regis-
tration, and fundraising 
efforts, visit https://cape-
kiwandalongboardclassic.
com.

Longboarding surfing is a style of riding waves using a long surfboard, 
typically 9 feet or longer, characterized by stability, smooth gliding, and 
classic maneuvers like nose-riding. (Courtesy photo from Xanadu Surf & 
Yoga Retreat)

Longboard Classic returns to Pacific City
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MISC SERVICES

Audien Hearing. The 
world’s first hearing 
aid with touchscreen 
controls. No tiny but-
tons, apps or prescrip-
tions. 45-day risk free 
trial. Free shipping. 
Lifetime support. More 
than 1.5 million happy 
customers. Call Audi-
en 1-844-387-1163.

DIRECTV OVER IN-
TERNET Get your fa-
vorite live TV, sports 
and local channels. 
99% signal reliabil-
ity! CHOICE Pack-
age, $84.99/mo for 
12 months. HBO Max 
and Premium Chan-
nels included for 3 
mos (w/CHOICE 
Package or higher.) 
No annual contract, 
no hidden fees! Some 
restrictions apply. Call 
IVS 1-855-602-2009.

DIVORCE $130. 
Complete preparation. 
Includes children, cus-
tody, support, property 
and bills division. No 
court appearances. 
Divorced in 1-5 weeks 
possible. 503-772-
5295. www.parale-
galalternatives.com 
legalalt@msn.com.

Donate your car, truck, 
boat, RV and more to 
support our veterans! 
Schedule a FAST, 
FREE vehicle pickup 
and receive a top tax 
deduction! Call Vet-
eran Car Donations 
at 1-866-695-9265 
today!

FreedomCare. Let 
your loved ones care 
for you and get paid!\~ 
Paid by Medicaid. 
Choose family or 
friends as your paid 
caregiver. Check your 
eligibility today! Call 
FreedomCare now! 
1-855-994-1589.

Get a break on your 
taxes! Donate your 
car, truck, or SUV to 
assist the blind and 
visually impaired. Ar-
range a swift, no-cost 
vehicle pickup and 
secure a generous tax 
credit for 2025. Call 
Heritage for the Blind 
Today at 1-844-533-
9173 today!

Get Boost Infinite! Un-
limited Talk, Text and 
Data For Just $25/mo! 
The Power Of 3 5G 
Networks, One Low 
Price! Call Today and 
Get The Latest iPhone 
Every Year On Us! 
844-955-3417.

Get DISH Satellite 
TV + Internet! Free 
Install, Free HD-DVR 
Upgrade, 80,000 
On-Demand Movies, 
Plus Limited Time Up 
To $600 In Gift Cards. 
Call Today! 1-866-
373-9175.

Jacuzzi Bath Remodel 
can install a new, cus-
tom bath or shower in 
as little as one day. For 
a limited time, waiving 
ALL installation costs! 
Additional terms apply. 

Subject to change and 
vary by dealer. (Offer 
ends 12/27/26.) Call 
1-855-341-5268.

No more cleaning out 
gutters. Guaranteed! 
LeafFilter is backed by 
a no-clog guarantee 
and lifetime transfer-
rable warranty. Call 
today 1-855-536-8838 
to schedule a FREE 
inspection and no ob-
ligation estimate. Get 
15% off your entire 
order. Plus, Military & 
Seniors get an addi-
tional 10% off. Limited 
time only. Restrictions 
apply, see representa-
tive for warranty and 
offer details.

Portable Oxygen Con-
centrator May Be Cov-
ered by Medicare! Re-
claim independence 
and mobility with the 
compact design and 
long-lasting battery of 
Inogen One. Free in-
formation kit! Call 855-
839-0752.

Prepare for power 
outages today with a 
Generac Home Stand-
by Generator. Act now 
to receive a FREE 
5-Year warranty with 
qualifying purchase. 
Call 1-877-557-1912 
today to schedule a 
free quote. It’s not just 
a generator. It’s a pow-
er move.

The bathroom of your 
dreams in as little as 
1 day. Limited Time 
Offer - $1000 off or 
No Payments and No 
Interest for 18 months 
for customers who 
qualify. BCI Bath & 
Shower. Many options 
available. Quality ma-
terials & professional 
installation. Senior 
& Military Discounts 
Available. Call Today! 
1-844-847-9778.

We buy 8,000 cars a 
week. Sell your old, 
busted or junk car with 
no hoops, haggles or 
headaches. Sell your 
car to Peddle. Easy 
three step process. In-
stant offer. Free pick-
up. Fast payment. Call 
1-855-980-4382.

YMT Vacations. Over 
50 guided tours avail-
able. Affordable, social 
and stress-free travel 
designed for mature 
travelers. Our tours 
include accommoda-
tions, transportation, 
baggage handling, 
sightseeing, entrance 
fees, a professional 
Tour Director and se-
lect meals. For a limit-
ed time SAVE $250 on 
all tours. Call YMT to-
day. 1-866-335-3689.

610
4-WHEEL DRIVE

1993 TOYOTA 4 
RUNNER

3.0 V6 AT. Runs but 
needs work (project), 
nothing major. The fol-
lowing parts are newly 
replaced: Fuel Pump, 
Distributor, Heads, 
Throttle Position Sen-
sor, Fuel Pressure 
Regulator, Timing Belt 
& Tensioners, Clutch 
Fan & Fan Blade. 
$4500.00. In Tilla-
mook. 971-977-9350

800
RENTALS

HOUSES AND 
APARTMENTS 

FOR RENT.
5 4 1 - 2 6 5 - 2 4 0 0 , 
M-F/10-4. Assur-
ance-realtor.com

902
HOMES FOR SALE

ADVANTAGE REAL 
ESTATE

Find all listed MLS 
property by All Offices 
on our Website! 541-
265-2200 Advantage-
RealEstate.com
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PUBLIC NOTICES

LCL26-383 
ABANDONED 

PROPERTY OF 
DARLENE VAN VALIN 

AND ALL OTHERS.
1971 FLEETWOOD, 
Serial #S3396, Home 
ID #182962. The mobile 
home is located at 6310 
N. Hwy 101, #33, Otis, 
OR 97368, in Fircrest 
Mobile Estates. This 
will be a private sale 
with a minimum bid of 
$6,500.00. Bids accept-
ed until August 19th, 
2026. Send/submit bids 
to 18150 SW Boones 
Ferry Road, Portland, 
OR 97224, Attn: Audra. 
Please call Michelle at: 
503-244-2300 ext. 353 
for an appointment to see 
home. 8/5/26 8/12/26
LCL26-382 NOTICE OF 
RECEIPT OF BALLOT 

TITLE
Notice is hereby given 
that a ballot title for a 
measure referred by the 
City of Newport has been 
filed with the City Elec-
tions Officer on July 20, 
2026. The ballot title cap-
tion is “Bonds to repair 
critical facilities; waste-
water treatment, protect 
drinking water.” A copy of 
the ballot title is available 
from the City’s Elections 
Officer. An elector may 
file a petition for review of 
this ballot title in the Lin-
coln County Circuit Court 
no later than 5:00 pm 
August 14, 2026 under 
ORS Section 250.296. 
8/5/26

LCL26-381 CITY OF 
LINCOLN CITY NOTICE 

OF RECEIPT OF 
BALLOT TITLE NOTICE

IS HEREBY GIVEN that 
the Lincoln City Coun-
cil adopted Resolution 
No. 2026-16 on July 
27, 2026, referring a 
proposed revised Lin-
coln City Charter to the 
qualified electors of the 
City for the Novem-
ber 3, 2026, General 
Election. Pursuant to 
ORS 250.275, the offi-
cial ballot title has been 
filed with the City Elec-
tions Officer. CAPTION: 
ADOPT REVISED LIN-
COLN CITY CHARTER 
Copies of Resolution No. 
2026-16, the proposed 
Charter, the official ballot 
title, and the explanatory 
statement are available 
for public inspection at 
the Office of the City 
Recorder, Lincoln City 
Hall, 801 SW Highway 
101, Lincoln City, Ore-
gon 97367, during regu-
lar business hours. Any 
elector of the City of 
Lincoln City may file a 
petition for review of the 
ballot title with the Lin-
coln County Circuit Court 
no later than 5:00 p.m. on 
the deadline established 
by ORS 250.296. DATED 
this 27th day of July, 
2026. Jamie Young City 
Recorder / City Elections 
Office 8/5/26

LCL26-380 IN THE 
CIRCUIT COURT 

OF THE STATE OF 
OREGON FOR THE 

COUNTY OF LINCOLN
Probate Department 
Case No. 26PB05569 
NOTICE TO INTEREST-
ED PERSONS In the 
Matter of the Estate of 
COLE MCFARLAND, 
JR., Deceased. NOTICE 
IS HEREBY GIVEN that 
Morrison DeSoto Webb 
has been appointed 
Personal Representative 
of the above Estate. All 
persons having claims 
against the Estate are 
required to present them, 
with proper vouchers, to 
the undersigned attorney 
for the Personal Rep-
resentative at 6400 SE 
Lake Road, Suite 440, 
Portland, OR 97222, 
within four months after 
the date of publication 
of this notice, as stat-
ed below, or the claims 
may be barred. All per-
sons whose rights may 
be affected by the pro-
ceedings in the Estate 
may obtain additional 
information from the 
records of the Court, the 
Personal Representative, 
or the attorney for the 
Personal Representative. 
Dated and first pub-
lished on August 5, 2026. 
Morrison DeSoto Webb 
Personal Representative 
Theressa Hollis, OSB 
#982626 Fitzwater Law 
Of Attorneys for Personal 
Representative 6400 SE 
Lake Road, Suite 440 
Portland, OR 97222 (503) 
786-8191 TheresaH@fitz-
waterlaw.com 8/5/26

LCL26-379 TS NO. 
OR08000072-25-1 APN 

R366335 | 06-10-34-
CB-00800 TO NO DEF-

671738 TRUSTEE’S 
NOTICE OF SALE

Reference is made to that 
certain Trust Deed made 
by, WALTER R. RICKS 
AND DIXIE A. RICKS as 
Grantor to U.S. BANK 
TRUST COMPANY, 
NATIONAL ASSOCIA-
TION as Trustee, in favor 
of U.S. BANK, NATIONAL 
ASSOCIATION as Benefi-
ciary dated as of May 15, 
2006 and recorded on 
June 23, 2006 as Instru-
ment No. 200609706 
of official records in the 
Office of the Recorder of 
Lincoln County, Oregon 
to-wit: APN: R366335 
| 06-10-34-CB-00800 
BEGINNING AT THE 
QUARTER CORNER 
BETWEEN SECTIONS 

33 AND 34, TOWNSHIP 
6 SOUTH, RANGE 10 
WEST, WILLAMETTE 
MERIDIAN, IN LIN-
COLN COUNTY, ORE-
GON; THENCE SOUTH 
719.7 FEET; THENCE 
EAST 893.9 FEET TO 
THE NORTHEAST COR-
NER OF THAT CERTAIN 
TRACT OF LAND CON-
VEYED TO A.L. MCLANE 
AND ANN MCLANE, 
HUSBAND AND WIFE, 
BY DEED RECORDED 
OCTOBER 5, 1965, IN 
BOOK 260, PAGE 64, 
DEED RECORDS OF LIN-
COLN COUNTY, ORE-
GON, SAID NORTHEAST 
CORNER BEING THE 
TRUE POINT OF BEGIN-
NING OF THE TRACT 
HEREIN DESCRIBED; 
THENCE EAST 100.0 
FEET; THENCE SOUTH 
921.04 FEET, MORE OR 
LESS, TO THE NORTH 
LINE OF MARKET 
ROAD NO. 2; THENCE 
WESTERLY ALONG THE 
NORTH LINE OF SAID 
ROAD A DISTANCE OF 
100.0 FEET, MORE OR 
LESS, TO THE SOUTH-
EAST CORNER OF THE 
SAID MCLANE TRACT; 
THENCE NORTH ALONG 
THE EAST LINE OF 
SAID MCLANE TRACT 
A DISTANCE OF 938.34 
FEET TO THE PLACE 
OF BEGINNING. Com-
monly known as: 2691 
N NORTH BANK RD, 
OTIS, OR 97368 Both the 
Beneficiary, U.S. Bank 
National Association, 
and the Trustee, Nathan 

F. Smith, OSB #120112, 
have elected to sell the 
said real property to 
satisfy the obligations 
secured by said Trust 
Deed and notice has 
been recorded pursuant 
to Section 86.752(3) of 
Oregon Revised Statutes. 
The default for which the 
foreclosure is made is the 
Grantor’s failure to pay: 
Failed to pay payments 
which became due Total 
Payment(s): Total Pay-
ment(s) from 12/14/2024 
to 06/30/2026 at 
$18,454.51 Total Late 
Charge(s): Total Late 
Charge(s) at $150.00 
By this reason of said 
default the Beneficiary 
has declared all obliga-
tions secured by said 
Trust Deed immediately 
due and payable, said 
sums being the follow-
ing, to-wit: The sum of 
$49,754.99 together with 
interest thereon at the 
rate of 8.00000% per 
annum from December 
14, 2024 until paid; plus 
all accrued late charges 
thereon; and all Trustee’s 
fees, foreclosure costs 
and any sums advanced 
by the Beneficiary pursu-
ant to the terms of said 
Trust Deed. Wherefore, 
notice is hereby given 
that, the undersigned 
Trustee will on Novem-
ber 10, 2026 at the hour 
of 01:00 PM, Standard 
of Time, as established 
by Section 187.110, Ore-
gon Revised Statues, 
Public Entrance, Lincoln 

County Courthouse, 
225 West Olive Street, 
Newport, OR 97365 
County of Lincoln, sell 
at public auction to the 
highest bidder for cash 
the interest in the said 
described real property 
which the Grantor had or 
had power to convey at 
the time of the execution 
by him of the said Trust 
Deed, together with any 
interest which the Grant-
or or his successors in 
interest acquired after the 
execution of said Trust 
Deed, to satisfy the fore-
going obligations thereby 
secured and the costs 
and expenses of sale, 
including a reasonable 
charge by the Trustee. 
Notice is further given 
that any person named 
in Section 86.778 of Ore-
gon Revised Statutes 
has the right to have the 
foreclosure proceeding 
dismissed and the Trust 
Deed reinstated by pay-
ment to the Beneficia-
ry of the entire amount 
then due (other than 
such portion of said prin-
cipal as would not then 
be due had no default 
occurred), together with 
the costs, Trustee’s or 
attorney’s fees and cur-
ing any other default 
complained of in the 
Notice of Default by ten-
dering the performance 
required under the obli-
gation or Trust Deed, at 
any time prior to five days 
before the date last set 
for sale. Without limiting 

the Trustee’s disclaim-
er of representations or 
warranties, Oregon law 
requires the Trustee to 
state in this notice that 
some residential property 
sold at a Trustee’s sale 
may have been used in 
manufacturing metham-
phetamines, the chemi-
cal components of which 
are known to be toxic. 
Prospective purchasers 
of residential property 
should be aware of this 
potential danger before 
deciding to place a bid 
for this property at the 
Trustee’s sale. In constru-
ing this notice, the mas-
culine gender includes 
the feminine and the neu-
ter, the singular includes 
plural, the word “Grantor” 
includes any successor 
in interest to the Grantor 
as well as any other per-
sons owing an obligation, 
the performance of which 
is secured by said Trust 
Deed, the words “Trust-
ee” and “Beneficiary” 
includes their respective 
successors in interest, if 
any. Effective March 1, 
2026, new federal reg-
ulations (89 Fed. Reg. 
70.258) may impact 
residential real property 
(1-4 residential units) title 
transfers to covered enti-
ties trusts, with report-
ing requirements unless 
exempt. https://www.
federalregister.gov/docu 
ments/2024/08/29/2024-
1 9 1 9 8 / a n t i - m o n -
ey-laundering-regula-
tions-for-residential-re-

Classifieds • 541-265-8571

Sell your household items.
Sell your vehicles. 
Sell or rent your homes.

Sell your business.
Sell your goods.
Sell your services.

150
MISC SERVICES

104
LANDSCAPING
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567 N Coast Hwy, Newport • 541-265-8785
Alex

Underhill

Doretta
Smith

Jack
Whaley

Connie
Whaley

Cheryl
Swan

Diana
Abbott

Sonja
Lovas

Mike
Burkhard

Vicki
Strauss

Steve
Lovas

Hidi
Cortes

OPEN 7 DAYS 
A WEEK

Chantelle
Charpentier

Se habla español

We are hiring! Martek is growing 
our team along the Oregon 

Coast. Call us today!

OPEN HOUSE:
Sat 8/8 - 3PM to 6PM 

563 Moonshine Park Rd, Logsden 
$659,900 - 3-Bed/3-Bath on 2.22 Acres

NEW LISTINGS:
$120,000 - 392 NW 3rd St #2, Newport 

Remodeled Home in 55+ Co-op Park
$145,000 - 110 NW 77th Ct, Newport 

Ocean-View Lot
$295,000 - 329 SE Swan Ave, Siletz 

3-Bed, 2-Bath Home on .25 Acres
$320,000 - 3337 NE Benton St, Newport 
Nicely updated in Pacific Homes Beach Club

702
GARAGE SALES

999
PUBLIC NOTICES

Freddy Saxton
Broker Owner,  

e-PRO, CRS, GRI, C2EX

Barbara Le Pine 
Broker, AHWD, 

C2EX

K. Scarlett Kier
Broker, CRS, 
GRI, C2EX

Randy Olsen
Broker

Elise Jordan
Broker

Marilyn Grove
Broker, AHWD, 

C2EX, ABR

Bonnie Saxton
Broker Owner, 
CRB, CRS, GRI

Joan Davies
Broker

Wendy Becker
Broker, ABR

Shelly Heim
Broker

Jessica 
Hawkes
Broker

Arjen Sundman
Broker

Tim Myrick
Broker, GRI 

541-265-2200
205 E. Olive Street

Newport, OR  97365

Levi Grove, 
Broker

LISTINGS & SALES are on our website! www.AdvantageRealEstate.com

Completely Remodeled top to bottom, this beautifully appointed 
waterfront condominium at the Embarcadero Resort offers flexible coastal 
living with spectacular views of Yaquina Bay and the iconic Yaquina Bay 
Bridge. Unit is sold fully furnished.
26-2113 / Newport  ................................................... $149,000

OCEAN VIEW Nye Beach Condo, 2BD/2.5BA. Bonus suite downstairs w/
private entrance & bath, ideal for guests, multigenerational living, or rental 
for supplemental income. Stroll to beach, dine & shop, or enjoy deck & take 
in ocean.
26-2100 / Newport ................................................... $380,000

Craftsman Townhouse “Shore Leave” in heart of historic Nye Beach 
delivers on its name. Just 1 block to village & 2 blocks to sand. Warm bamboo 
floors & rich pine ceilings set the tone w/an array of skylights pouring in 
natural light. No HOA, STR eligible.
26-1754 / Newport .................................................... $499,000

Spacious Custom Newport home in Candletree Park w/Ocean Views, 
luxury finishes, & rare accessibility features: Stiltz elevator & Bruno stair lift. 
Designed w/comfort & long-term living in mind. Too many features to list, 
this home is a must see!
26-1172 / Newport .................................................... $899,000

NEW LISTING NEW LISTING

Conveniently Located in town, full remodel 2007. This single level home 
offers 3BD’s, which includes 2 suites, one w/step-in shower, 3BA’s & laundry 
closet. Spacious living area. Deck overlooks easy-care yard. Plenty of 
parking & a garden shed.
26-1646 / Toledo .......................................................$419,000

PRICE REDUCED

PRICE REDUCED PRICE REDUCED

Newport’s Iconic Walker Building, First time for sale in 24yrs. Main building 
= 21,375sf of mixed-use commercial space w/add’l 1,660sf in secondary 
building. Seven rentals w/stable long term tenants. Building has been well 
maintained.
26-2087 / Newport ................................................... $975,000

NEW LISTING
Henry Weiss

Broker

Carlos Garcia 
Landscaping Service

Free Estimates
Please call/text Carlos,

541-272-4918

We offer high 
quality services all 
year round, major 

yard cleanup, edge 
trimming, lawn 

mowing, blackberry 
removal/cleanup, 

bark dust installation, 
clean gutters, lay 

up new soil, mulch, 
gravel, clean up

Huge
Garage Sale

50 years of collecting

Fri-8/7, Sat-8/8 & 
Sun-8/9

9 a.m. to 5 p.m.
229 Yasek Loop to 

Murray Loop
Toledo, OR

Tools, knives, vintage 
costume jewelry, 

jewelry boxes, 
jewelry making 

supplies, baskets, 
storage containers, 

infant & toddler 
clothing & school 

items. Surprises, too!
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a l - e s t a t e - t r a n s f e r s 
Dated: 06/25/2026 By: 
Nathan F. Smith, OSB 
#120112 Successor 
Trustee Malcolm & Cis-
neros, A Law Corpora-
tion Attention: Nathan 
F. Smith, OSB #120112 
c/o TRUSTEE CORPS 
17100 Gillette Ave, 
Irvine, CA 92614 949-
252-8300 NPP0491441 
To: LINCOLN COUNTY 
LEADER 08/05/2026, 
08/12/2026, 08/19/2026, 
08/26/2026
LCL26-378 NOTICE OF 
PUBLIC HEARING VAR 

2026-02
5100 NW Keel The Lin-
coln City Planning Com-
mission will hold a pub-
lic hearing to consider 
VAR 2026-02 5100 NW 
Keel on Tuesday, August 
18, 2026, at 6:00 p.m. 
The public hearing will 
be held in the Council 
Chambers at City Hall, 
801 SW Hwy 101, Lin-
coln City, Oregon. Any 
person who may be 
affected is invited to 
attend and participate 
in the hearing and pres-
ent written and/or oral 
testimony concerning 
the project. The Lincoln 
City Planning and Com-
munity Development 
Department received an 
application for a vari-
ance from the minimum 
lot size requirements in 
the Roads End Zone. 
The subject property is 
addressed as 5100 NW 
Keel Ave, and is identi-
fied as Assessor’s Map 
06-11-34-DD-04900-00. 
The property owners and 
applicants are Robert 
Alton and Linda Alton 
Cotrustees. The appli-
cable criteria governing 
this review are: Lincoln 
City Municipal Code 
(LCMC) Chapter 17.17 
Single-Unit Residential, 
Roads End Zone (R1RE); 
Section 17.76.050 Type 
III Procedure; and Sec-
tion 17.77.140 Variance. 
A copy of the staff report 
will be available for 
inspection at no cost at 
least seven days prior to 
the hearing and will be 
provided at reasonable 
cost to individuals who 
request it. The complete 
file may be reviewed 
online at www.lincol-
ncityor.gov by going 
to Departments in the 
top bar, then Planning 
& Community Develop-
ment, then Land Use 
Cases, then Variance, 
and then VAR 2026-02 
5100 NW Keel. The appli-
cation, all documents 
and evidence submitted 
by or on behalf of the 
applicant, and applica-
ble criteria are available 
for inspection at no cost 
and will be provided at 
reasonable cost upon 
request at Lincoln City 
Planning and Com-
munity Development, 
801 SW Hwy 101. For 
additional information, 
please contact Weston 
Fritz, Senior Planner, at 
wfritz@lincolncity.org or 
541.996.1226. Failure of 
an issue to be raised in 
a hearing in person, or 
by letter/email, or failure 
to provide statements 
or evidence sufficient 
to afford the Planning 
Commission and/or City 
Council an opportunity 
to respond to the issue 
precludes appeal to 
the Land Use Board of 
Appeals (LUBA). Please 
email your comments to 
Planning@lincolncity.org 
or mail to Lincoln City 
Planning and Communi-
ty Development, PO Box 
50, Lincoln City, Oregon 
97367. This meeting will 
be rebroadcast on Char-
ter Channel 4 Lincoln 
City at various times. 
This meeting will also 
be available for viewing 
at www.lincolncityor.
gov/publ icmeet ings. 
The meeting location 
is accessible to per-
sons with disabilities. A 
request for an interpreter 
for the hearing impaired, 
for a hearing-impaired 
device, or for other 
accommodations for 
persons with disabilities, 
should be made at least 
48 hours in advance of 
the meeting. Contact 
the City’s ADA Coordi-
nator, Kevin Mattias, at 
541-996-1221 or kmat-
tias@lincolncity.org to 
request information in 
an alternate format or 
other assistance. Those 
requesting to give public 
comment via telephone 
must email planning@lin-
colncity.org no later than 
noon on the meeting 
day. The request must 
include the speaker’s 
name, the case the per-
son wishes to address, 
and the phone number 
the person intends to 
use. Instructions will 
be sent to the speaker. 
8/5/26
LCL26-377 TRUSTEE’S 
NOTICE OF SALE. TS 

NO.: 25-76695
Reference is made to 
that certain Deed of 
Trust (hereinafter referred 
as the Trust Deed) made 
by SARAH L. OGG AND 
TRISTIN JOHN SMITH, 
NOT AS TENANTS IN 
COMMON, BUT WITH 
THE RIGHTS OF SUR-
VIVORSHIP as Grantor 
to WESTERN TITLE AND 
ESCROW, as trustee, 
in favor of Mortgage 
Electronic Registration 
Systems, Inc. (“MERS”), 
as designated nominee 
for CORNERSTONE 
FIRST MORTGAGE, 
INC., beneficiary of the 
security instrument, its 
successors and assigns, 
as Beneficiary, dated 
12/13/2021, recorded 
12/14/2021, as Instru-
ment No. 2021-15554, 
in mortgage records of 
Lincoln County, Oregon 
covering the following 
described real property 
situated in said County 
and State, to-wit: LOTS 
7 AND 8, BLOCK 1, 
PETERSON PARK NO. 4, 
IN THE CITY OF WALD-
PORT, COUNTY OF LIN-
COLN, STATE OF ORE-
GON. The street address 
or other common des-
ignation, if any for the 
real property described 
above is purported to 
be: 1360 SOUTHEAST 
VIRGINIA PLACE WALD-
PORT, OREGON 97394 
The Tax Assessor’s 
Account ID for the Real 
Property is purported to 
be: R509649 & R53110 
Both the beneficiary 
and the trustee, ZBS 
Law, LLP have elected 
to foreclose the above 
referenced Trust Deed 
and sell the said real 
property to satisfy the 
obligations secured by 
the Trust Deed and a 
Notice of Default and 
Election to Sell has been 
recorded pursuant to 
ORS 86.752(3). All right, 
title, and interest in the 
said described proper-
ty which the grantors 
had, or had power to 
convey, at the time of 
execution of the Trust 

Deed, together with any 
interest the grantors or 
their successors in inter-
est acquired after exe-
cution of the Trust Deed 
shall be sold at public 
auction to the highest 
bidder for cash to satisfy 
the obligations secured 
by the Trust Deed and 
the expenses of sale, 
including the compen-
sation of the trustee as 
provided by law, and 
the reasonable fees of 
trustee’s attorneys. The 
default for which the 
foreclosure is made is: 
The monthly installment 
of principal and interest 
which became due on 
7/1/2025, late charges, 
and all subsequent 
monthly installments of 
principal and interest. 
You are responsible to 
pay all payments and 
charges due under the 
terms and conditions 
of the loan documents 
which come due sub-
sequent to the date of 
this notice, including, 
but not limited to, fore-
closure trustee fees and 
costs, advances and late 
charges. Furthermore, as 
a condition to bring your 
account in good stand-
ing, you must provide 
the undersigned with 
written proof that you 
are not in default on any 
senior encumbrance and 
provide proof of insur-
ance. Nothing in this 
notice should be con-
strued as a waiver of any 
fees owing to the ben-
eficiary under the deed 
of trust, pursuant to the 
terms and provisions of 
the loan documents. The 
amount required to cure 
the default in payments 
to date is calculated as 
follows: From: 7/1/2025 
Total of past due pay-
ments: $24,190.76 Late 
Charges: $190.08 Addi-
tional charges (Taxes, 
Insurance, Corporate 
Advances, Other Fees): 
$2,183.12 Trustee’s Fees 
and Costs: $1,829.50 
Total necessary to cure: 
$28,393.46 Please 
note the amounts stat-
ed herein are subject 
to confirmation and 
review and are likely to 
change during the next 
30 days. Please contact 
the successor trustee 
ZBS Law, LLP, to obtain 
a “reinstatement’ and or 
“payoff” quote prior to 
remitting funds. By rea-
son of said default the 
beneficiary has declared 
all sums owing on the 
obligation secured by 
the Trust Deed due and 
payable. The amount 
required to discharge 
this lien in its entirety 
to date is: $378,762.46 
Said sale shall be held 
at the hour of 10:00 
AM on 10/23/2026 in 
accord with the standard 
of time established by 
ORS 187.110, and pur-
suant to ORS 86.771(7) 
shall occur at the fol-
lowing designated place: 
At the south entrance 
of the Lincoln County 
Courthouse, 225 W Olive 
St, Newport, OR 97365 
Other than as shown of 
record, neither the said 
beneficiary nor the said 
trustee have any actual 
notice of any person hav-
ing or claiming to have 
any lien upon or interest 
in the real property here-
inabove described sub-
sequent to the interest 
of the trustee in the Trust 
Deed, or of any succes-
sor(s) in interest to the 
grantors or of any lessee 
or other person in pos-
session of or occupying 
the property, except: 
NONE Notice is further 
given that any person 
named in ORS 86.778 
has the right, at any time 
prior to five days before 
the date last set for sale, 
to have this foreclosure 
proceeding dismissed 
and the Trust Deed rein-
stated by payment to the 
beneficiary of the entire 
amount then due (other 
than such portion of 
the principal as would 
not then be due had no 
default occurred) and by 
curing any other default 
complained of herein 
that is capable of being 
cured by tendering the 
performance required 
under the obligation(s) 
of the Trust Deed, and 
in addition to paying 
said sums or tendering 
the performance neces-
sary to cure the default, 
by paying all costs 
and expenses actual-
ly incurred in enforcing 
the obligation and Trust 
Deed, together with the 
trustee’s and attorney’s 
fees not exceeding the 
amounts provided by 
ORS 86.778. The mail-
ing address of the trust-
ee is: ZBS Law, LLP 5 
Centerpointe Dr., Suite 
400 Lake Oswego, OR 
97035 (503) 946-6558 In 
construing this notice, 
the masculine gender 
includes the feminine 
and the neuter, the sin-
gular includes plural, the 
word “grantor” includes 
any successor in interest 
to the grantor as well 
as any other persons 
owing an obligation, the 
performance of which 
is secured by said trust 
deed, the words “trust-
ee” and ‘ beneficiary” 
include their respective 
successors in interest, 
if any. Without limiting 
the trustee’s disclaimer 
of representations or 
warranties, Oregon law 
requires the trustee to 
state in this notice that 
some residential proper-
ty sold at a trustee’s sale 
may have been used in 
manufacturing metham-
phetamines, the chemi-
cal components of which 
are known to be toxic. 
Prospective purchasers 
of residential property 
should be aware of this 
potential danger before 
deciding to place a bid 
for this property at the 
trustee’s sale. IMPORT-
ANT NOTICE: Starting 
March 1, 2026, Federal 
Law may prohibit ZBS 
Law from issuing a Trust-
ee’s Deed Upon Sale in 
connection with this 
trustee’s sale until infor-
mation about the winning 
bidder is reported to the 
U.S. Treasury’s Finan-
cial Crimes Enforcement 
Network. See, 31 CFR § 
1031.320 (https://www.
ecfr.gov/current/title-31/
subtit le-B/chapter-X/
part-1031/subpart-C/
section-1031.320). If 
this trustee’s sale qual-
ifies as a “reportable 
transfer” under 31 CFR 
§ 1031.320(b), and you, 
as buyer, qualify as a 
“transferee entity” under 
31 CFR § 1031.320(e)
(1) or “transferee 
trust” under 31 CFR § 
1031.320(e)(2), you will 
be obligated to provide 
information about the 
Beneficial Owner(s) of 
the transferee to ZBS 
Law or ZBS Law’s des-
ignated representative. If 
you qualify as an exempt 
entity or trust under 

31 CFR § 1031.320(n)
(10-(11), you may be 
required to provide evi-
dence of the exemption 
supported by a decla-
ration under penalty of 
perjury. If the Trustee’s 
Deed Upon Sale cannot 
be issued due to a qual-
ified transferee’s failure 
or inability to provide 
the necessary reporting 
information, the qual-
ified transferee will be 
responsible for all fees 
and costs to re-notice 
the trustee’s sale. Dated: 
6/9/2026 ZBS Law, LLP 
By: Amber L. Labrec-
que, Esq., OSB#094593 
ZBS Law, LLPAuthorized 
to sign on behalf of the 
trustee EPP 48232 Pub 
Dates 08/05, 08/12, 
08/19, 08/26/2026

LCL26-376 IN THE 
CIRCUIT COURT 
OF THE STATE 

OF OREGON FOR 
THE COUNTY OF 

LINCOLN PROBATE 
DEPARTMENT

In the Matter of the 
Estate of LEATRICE LIEL 
LILY, Deceased. Probate 
Case No. 26PB05650 
NOTICE TO INTEREST-
ED PERSONS NOTICE 
IS HEREBY GIVEN that 
the undersigned has 
been appointed per-
sonal representative. All 
persons having claims 
against the estate are 
required to present 
them, with vouchers 
attached, to Mark P. 
O’Donnell, attorney for 
Personal Representative, 
at O’Donnell Law Firm 
LLC, 1 Centerpointe Dr., 
Ste 505, Lake Oswego, 
OR 97035, within four 
months after the date of 
first publication of this 
notice, or the claims may 
be barred. All persons 
whose rights may be 
affected by the proceed-
ings may obtain addi-
tional information from 
the records of the court, 
the personal representa-
tive, or the attorneys for 
the personal representa-
tive, Mark P. O’Donnell. 
Dated and first pub-
lished August 5, 2026. 
KENNETH BRENSDAL, 
Personal Representative 
ATTORNEY FOR PER-
SONAL REPRESENTA-
TIVE: Mark P. O’Don-
nell, OSB No. 681192 
O’DONNELL LAW FIRM 
LLC 1 Centerpointe Dr., 
Ste 505 Lake Oswego, 
OR 97035 (503) 274-
1155 email: mark@odlf.
net 8/5/26
LCL26-375 PURSUANT 
TO ORS CHAPTER 819 
Notice is hereby given 
that the following vehicle 
will be sold, for cash to 
the highest bidder, on 
8/17/2026. The sale will 
be held at 10:00am by 
ROWLEY’S TOWING 
4822 S COAST HWY 
S. BEACH, OR 2012 
HYUN ELA SD VIN=5N-
PDH4AE2C H 081151 
Amount due on lien 
$5572.00 Reputed 
owner(s) > CHRISTINE 
ANNETTE MILLER 
8/5/26 8/12/26

LCL26-374 IN THE 
CIRCUIT COURT 

OF THE STATE OF 
OREGON 

FOR THE COUNTY OF 
MARION PROBATE 
DEPARTMENT Case No. 
26PB01280 SUMMONS 
BY PUBLICATION TO 
HAILEY VEGA ON FIRST 
AMENDED PETITION TO 
CONTEST TRUST; FOR 
BREACH OF FIDUCIA-
RY DUTY; FOR REMOV-
AL OF TRUSTEE; AND 
FOR EQUITABLE RELIEF 
Gregory S. Hewitt Peti-
tioner, Pro Se, v. Joann 
V. Hofmann Individually 
and as Successor Trust-
ee Respondent, and 
Persons Whose Inter-
ests May Be Affected: 
Gregory J. Marshall; 
Hailey Vega; Rebecca 
E. Hofmann; Dawndriel 
L Tupul Pom; Nathan 
Bovee; Forrest Rae Jr.; 
Nicole Rae; Maria Tru-
jillo; William D. Hewitt; 
Vicki A. Aguilar. To: Hai-
ley Vega IN THE NAME 
OF THE STATE OF ORE-
GON: You are hereby 
required to appear and 
defend the First Amend-
ed Petition filed in the 
above-entitled proceed-
ing within 30 days from 
the date of first publi-
cation stated below. If 
you fail to appear and 
defend, Petitioner will 
apply to the Court for 
the relief requested in 
the First Amended Peti-
tion. SUMMARY OF THE 
PROCEEDING: Petition-
er seeks to invalidate the 
William Boyce Hewitt 
Trust dated January 28, 
2020, based on alleged 
undue influence; remove 
Respondent as trustee; 
obtain an accounting 
and preservation of trust 
property; and obtain 
related equitable relief. 
NOTICE TO DEFEN-
DANT: READ THESE 
PAPERS CAREFULLY! 
You must “appear” in 
this case or the other 
side will win automati-
cally. To “appear,” you 
must file with the court 
a legal document called 
a “motion” or “answer.” 
The motion or answer or 
reply must be given to 
the court clerk or admin-
istrator within 30 days 
of the date of first pub-
lication specified herein, 
along with the required 
filing fee. It must be in 
proper form and have 
proof of service on Peti-
tioner. If you have ques-
tions, you should see an 
attorney immediately. If 
you need help finding an 
attorney, you may con-
tact the Oregon State 
Bar’s Lawyer Referral 
Service online at https:// 
www.oregonstatebar.
org or by calling (503) 
684-3763 in the Portland 
metropolitan area or toll- 
free elsewhere in Ore-
gon at (800) 452-7636. 
Date of first publication: 
August 5, 2026. Dated: 
10th day of July, 2026 
/s/ Gregory S. Hewitt, 
Gregory S. Hewitt, Peti-
tioner Pro Se 5150 Mae 
Anne Avenue, Suite 405, 
#5243 Reno, Nevada 
89523 8/5/26 8/12/26 
8/19/26 8/26/26

LCL26-373 IN THE 
CIRCUIT COURT 

OF THE STATE OF 
OREGON FOR THE 

COUNTY OF LINCOLN
Probate Department In 
the Matter of the Estate 
of RAYMOND CHARLES 
MILLICAN, Deceased. 
Case No. 26PB06025 
NOTICE TO INTEREST-
ED PERSONS NOTICE 
IS HEREBY GIVEN that 
the undersigned has 
been appointed per-
sonal representative of 
the above-captioned 
estate. The lawyer for 
the personal represen-
tative is Laura A. Las-
key, OSB#202484, of 
LaLaLaw llc. All persons 
having a claim against 
this estate are required 

to present them to the 
under¬signed personal 
representative at 2604 
NE HWY 101, Ste B, 
Lincoln City, OR 97367, 
within four months after 
the date of first publica-
tion of this notice, or the 
claims may be barred. 
All persons whose rights 
may be affected by the 
proceedings may obtain 
additional information 
from the records of the 
Court, the personal rep-
resentative, or the lawyer 
for the personal repre-
sentative. DATED AND 
PUBLISHED ON: August 
5, 2026. /s/ Marlese Milli-
can, Personal Represen-
tative 8/5/26

LCL26-386 IN THE 
CIRCUIT COURT 
OF THE STATE 

OF OREGON FOR 
THE COUNTY OF 

LINCOLN PROBATE 
DEPARTMENT 

ESTATE OF THEODORE 
HERBERT WILCOX, 
DECEASED CASE No. 
23PB03317 NOTICE To 
INTERESTED PERSONS 
Notice is given pursu-
ant to ORS 113.155 
that Amanda Wilcox is 
the appointed person-
al representative of the 
above estate. All persons 
having claims against 
the estate are required 
to present them within 
four (4) months after the 
date of the publication 
of this Notice, or their 
claims may be barred. 
Claims are to be pre-
sented at the address 
of the attorney for the 
personal representative, 
set forth below. All per-
sons whose rights may 
be affected by this estate 
proceeding may obtain 
additional information 
from the records of the 
Circuit Court, the per-
sonal representative, J.F. 
Ouderkirk, attorney for 
the personal representa-
tive. Date of publication: 
August 5, 2026 J.F.Oud-
erkirk, OSB # 752903 
Attorney for the Personal 
Representative 541-574-
1630 P. O. Box 1167 615 
SW Hurbert Street, Suite 
A Newport, OR 97365 
Amanda Wilcox Person-
al Representative P. O. 
Box 1167 Newport, OR 
97365 Telephone: 541-
574-1630 8/5/26

LCL26-385 IN THE 
CIRCUIT COURT 

OF THE STATE OF 
OREGON FOR THE 

COUNTY OF LINCOLN
Probate Department 
Case No. 26PB06348 
NOTICE TO INTER-
ESTED PERSONS In 
the Matter of the Estate 
of MARY ELIZABETH 
CONSOR NOTICE IS 
HEREBY GIVEN that 
Capella Lapham has 
been appointed Per-
sonal Representative of 
the Estate. All persons 
having claims against 
the Estate are required 
to present them to the 
undersigned attorney 
for the Personal Rep-
resentative at 1271 NE 
Highway 99W Ste 514, 
McMinnville, OR 97128, 
within four months after 
date of publication of 
this Notice, as stated 
below, or the claims may 
be barred. All persons 
whose rights may be 
affected by the proceed-
ings in the Estate may 
obtain additional infor-
mation from the records 
of the Court, the Person-
al Representative or the 
attorney for the Personal 
Representative. Dated 
and first published on 
August 5, 2026. Capella 
Lapham Personal Repre-
sentative Sean Dunning, 
OSB #210647 Dunning 
Litigation LLC Attorneys 
for Personal Represen-
tative 1271 NE Highway 
99W Ste 514 McMinn-
ville, OR 97128 Phone: 
(971)237-8312 Email: 
sean@dunninglitigation.
com 8/5/26

LCL26-384 PUBLIC 
LIEN SALE: U-STORE 

SELF STORAGE
Auction to be held online 
at storageauctions.com 
Auction will run from: 
08/11/2026 10am & 
ends 08/21/2026 10am 
105 NE 73rd St Newport, 
OR 97365 Vicki Lanegan 
#528, Steven Perry 
#CY06, Lynda Prueitt 
#247,#306. GOODS OF 
EVERY DESCRIPTION 
SOLD BY STORAGE 
LOT. CASH & CRED-
IT CARD ONLY 8/5/26 
8/12/26

LCL26-372 
FORECLOSURE SALE
at The Storage Place/
South Beach Mini Stor-
age, 4822 S Coast Hwy 
South Beach OR 97366. 
Starting at 10:30am on 
8/07/25 for unit #B13 
rented by Robert Har-
vey, unit #B27 rented 
by Steve Lamb 7/29/26 
8/5/26
LCL26-371 PURSUANT 
TO ORS CHAPTER 819 
Notice is hereby given 
that the following vehicle 
will be sold, for cash to 
the highest bidder, on 
8/10/2026. The sale will 
be held at 10:00am by 
ROWLEY’S TOWING 
4822 S COAST HWY 
S. BEACH, OR 2023 
TOYT TAC LL VIN = 
3TMAZ5CN1PM219720 
Amount due on lien 
$6675.70 Reputed own-
er(s) > MITCHELL A & 
SHANNON M PARSONS 
TOYOTA MOTOR CRED-
IT CORP 7/29/26 8/5/26

LCL26-369 TS NO. 
OR06000002-26-1 APN 

R504599 || 08-11-21-
AD-00501-00 TO NO 
260001360-OR-MSI 

TRUSTEE’S NOTICE 
OF SALE

Reference is made to 
that certain Trust Deed 
made by, SCOTT C. 
MUNDALE, AN UNMAR-
RIED MAN as Grantor 
to FIDELITY NATIONAL 
TITLE INSURANCE as 
Trustee, in favor of U.S. 
BANK NATIONAL ASSO-
CIATION as Beneficiary 
dated as of May 1, 2020 
and recorded on May 
4, 2020 as Instrument 
No. 2020-04353 and 
re-recorded on April 29, 
2026 as Instrument No. 
2026-03002 of official 
records in the Office of 
the Recorder of Lincoln 
County, Oregon to-wit: 
APN: R504599 || 08-11-
21-AD-00501-00 LOT 5, 
BLOCK 1, SEAGROVE, 
IN LINCOLN COUNTY, 
OREGON, ACCORD-
ING TO THE OFFICIAL 
PLAT THEREOF FILED 
ON JUNE 11, 1981, IN 
PLAT BOOK 13, PAGE 
39, LINCOLN COUNTY 
RECORDS. Commonly 
known as: 75 SCHOOL 
HOUSE LOOP, LINCOLN 
CITY, OR 97367 Both 
the Beneficiary, U.S. 
Bank National Associ-
ation, and the Trustee, 
Nathan F. Smith, OSB 
#120112, have elect-
ed to sell the said real 

property to satisfy the 
obligations secured by 
said Trust Deed and 
notice has been record-
ed pursuant to Section 
86.752(3) of Oregon 
Revised Statutes. The 
default for which the 
foreclosure is made is 
the Grantor’s failure to 
pay: Failed to pay pay-
ments which became 
due Monthly Payment(s): 
8 Monthly Payment(s) 
from 07/01/2025 to 
02/28/2026 at $1,462.14 
4 Monthly Payment(s) 
from 03/01/2026 to 
06/30/2026 at $1,494.81 
Total Late Charge(s): 
Total Late Charge(s) at 
$43.07 By this reason 
of said default the Ben-
eficiary has declared all 
obligations secured by 
said Trust Deed imme-
diately due and payable, 
said sums being the fol-
lowing, to-wit: The sum 
of $227,208.04 together 
with interest thereon at 
the rate of 2.99000% 
per annum from June 
1, 2025 until paid; plus 
all accrued late charges 
thereon; and all Trustee’s 
fees, foreclosure costs 
and any sums advanced 
by the Beneficiary pursu-
ant to the terms of said 
Trust Deed. Wherefore, 
notice is hereby given 
that, the undersigned 
Trustee will on Novem-
ber 10, 2026 at the hour 
of 01:00 PM, Standard 
of Time, as established 
by Section 187.110, Ore-
gon Revised Statues, 
Public Entrance, Lincoln 
County Courthouse, 
225 West Olive Street, 
Newport, OR 97365 
County of Lincoln, sell 
at public auction to the 
highest bidder for cash 
the interest in the said 
described real property 
which the Grantor had or 
had power to convey at 
the time of the execution 
by him of the said Trust 
Deed, together with any 
interest which the Grant-
or or his successors in 
interest acquired after 
the execution of said 
Trust Deed, to satisfy 
the foregoing obligations 
thereby secured and the 
costs and expenses of 
sale, including a reason-
able charge by the Trust-
ee. Notice is further given 
that any person named 
in Section 86.778 of Ore-
gon Revised Statutes 
has the right to have the 
foreclosure proceeding 
dismissed and the Trust 
Deed reinstated by pay-
ment to the Beneficiary 
of the entire amount then 
due (other than such 
portion of said principal 
as would not then be due 
had no default occurred), 
together with the costs, 
Trustee’s or attorney’s 
fees and curing any 
other default complained 
of in the Notice of 
Default by tendering the 
performance required 
under the obligation 
or Trust Deed, at any 
time prior to five days 
before the date last set 
for sale. Without limiting 
the Trustee’s disclaim-
er of representations or 
warranties, Oregon law 
requires the Trustee to 
state in this notice that 
some residential prop-
erty sold at a Trustee’s 
sale may have been 
used in manufacturing 
methamphetamines, the 
chemical components 
of which are known to 
be toxic. Prospective 
purchasers of residen-
tial property should be 
aware of this potential 
danger before deciding 
to place a bid for this 
property at the Trust-
ee’s sale. In construing 
this notice, the mascu-
line gender includes the 
feminine and the neuter, 
the singular includes plu-
ral, the word “Grantor” 
includes any successor 
in interest to the Grantor 
as well as any other per-
sons owing an obliga-
tion, the performance of 
which is secured by said 
Trust Deed, the words 
“Trustee” and “Bene-
ficiary” includes their 
respective successors in 
interest, if any. Effective 
March 1, 2026, new fed-
eral regulations (89 Fed. 
Reg. 70.258) may impact 
residential real property 
(1-4 residential units) title 
transfers to covered enti-
ties trusts, with report-
ing requirements unless 
exempt. https://www.
federalregister.gov/docu 
ments/2024/08/29/2024-
1 9 1 9 8 / a n t i - m o n -
ey-laundering-regula-
tions-for-residential-re-
a l - e s t a t e - t r a n s f e r s 
Dated: 06/18/2026 By: 
Nathan F. Smith, OSB 
#120112 Successor 
Trustee Malcolm & Cis-
neros, A Law Corpora-
tion Attention: Nathan 
F. Smith, OSB #120112 
c/o TRUSTEE CORPS 
17100 Gillette Ave, 
Irvine, CA 92614 949-
252-8300 NPP0491007 
To: LINCOLN COUNTY 
LEADER 07/29/2026, 
08/05/2026, 08/12/2026, 
08/19/2026

LCL26-365 IN THE 
CIRCUIT COURT 

OF THE STATE OF 
OREGON IN AND FOR 

THE COUNTY OF 
LINCOLN

Nationstar Mort-
gage LLC, Plaintiff, vs. 
UNKNOWN HEIRS OF 
JOHN VARNER; STEPH-
ANIE M. VARNER; 
PARTIES IN POSSES-
SION Defendants. No. 
26CV14668 CIVIL SUM-
MONS TO THE DEFEN-
DANTS: Unknown Heirs 
of John Varner NOTICE 
TO DEFENDANT: READ 
THESE PAPERS CARE-
FULLY! A lawsuit has 
been started against 
you in the above-enti-
tled Court by Nationstar 
Mortgage LLC, Plaintiff. 
Plaintiff’s claim is stat-
ed in the written Com-
plaint, a copy of which 
is on file at the Lincoln 
County Courthouse. You 
must “appear” in this 
case or the other side 
will win automatically. To 
“appear” you must file 
with the court a legal 
paper called a “motion” 
or “answer.” The 
“motion” or “answer” 
must be given to the 
court clerk or admin-
istrator within 30 days 
along with the required 
filing fee. It must be in 
proper form and have 
proof of service on the 
plaintiff’s attorney or, 
if the plaintiff does not 
have an attorney, proof 
of service on the plain-
tiff. The object of the 
complaint is to foreclose 
a deed of trust dated 
February 3, 2004 and 
recorded as Document 
No. 200402025 given by 
John Varner on property 
commonly known as 425 
Southeast Port Avenue, 
Lincoln City, OR 97367 
and legally described 
as: LOTS 4, 5 AND 6, 
BLOCK 10, EAGLE 
POINT, IN THE CITY OF 

LINCOLN CITY, COUN-
TY OF LINCOLN AND 
STATE OF OREGON. 
The complaint seeks to 
foreclose and terminate 
all interest of Unknown 
Heirs of John Varner and 
all other interests in the 
property. The “motion” 
or “answer” (or “reply”) 
must be given to the 
court clerk or adminis-
trator within 30 days of 
the date of first publi-
cation specified herein 
along with the required 
filing fee. The date of first 
publication of the sum-
mons is July 22, 2026. 
If you are in the active 
military service of the 
United States, or believe 
that you may be enti-
tled to protection of the 
SCRA, please contact 
our office. If you do not 
contact us, we will report 
to the court that we do 
not believe that you are 
protected under the 
SCRA. If you have ques-
tions, you should see an 
attorney immediately. If 
you need help in find-
ing an attorney, you may 
contact the Oregon State 
Bar’s Lawyer Referral 
Service online at www.
oregonstatebar.org or by 
calling (503) 684-3763 (in 
the Portland metropoli-
tan area) or toll-free else-
where in Oregon at (800) 
452-7636. Attorneys for 
Plaintiff, LOGS LEGAL 
GROUP LLP By:______
______________________
___________ [ ] James 
A. Craft, Senior Asso-
ciate Attorney, #090146 
[jcraft@logs.com] [ ] Cara 
J. Richter, Senior Asso-
ciate Attorney, #094855 
[crichter@logs.com] [ ] 
Eric Marshack, Manag-
ing Attorney, #050166 
[ermarshack@logs.com] 
1499 SE Tech Center 
Place, Suite 255, Van-
couver, WA 98683 (360) 
260-2253; Fax (360) 260-
2285 7/22/26 7/29/26 
8/5/26 8/12/26

LCL26-359 FIBRE 
FEDERAL CREDIT 

UNION V. MEL DAVID 
ROSE; MARY LOU 

ROSE; 
NEIGHBORS FOR KIDS; 
STONEBRIDGE HOME-
OWNER’S ASSOCIA-
TION; OREGON CRED-
IT & COLLECTIONS 
BUREAU, INC.; CRED-
ITORS COLLECTION 
SERVICE, INC.; CAPITAL 
ONE BANK (USA), N.A.; 
ALL OCCUPANTS; and 
ALL UNKNOWN HEIRS 
OF MICHAEL M. CUT-
LER, PERSONS OR 
PARTIES UNKNOWN 
CLAIMING AN INTER-
EST IN THE PROPER-
TY SUMMONS - CASE 
NO. 26CV18278 IN THE 
CIRCUIT COURT OF 
THE STATE OF ORE-
GON FOR THE COUNTY 
OF LINCOLN TO: ALL 
UNKNOWN HEIRS OF 
MICHAEL M. CUTLER, 
PERSONS OR PARTIES 
UNKNOWN CLAIMING 
AN INTEREST IN THE 
PROPERTY (collectively, 
“Defendant”), the above-
named defendant. You 
are hereby required to 
appear and defend the 
complaint filed against 
you in the above entitled 
action within thirty (30) 
days from the date of the 
first publication of this 
summons, and in case 
of your failure to appear 
and answer, plaintiff for 
want thereof will apply to 
the above entitled court 
for the relief prayed for 
in its complaint, to-wit: 
A. FIRST CLAIM FOR 
RELIEF: 1. For judgment 
for foreclosure and sale 
of the Property located 
at 240 SE Whalesong 
Drive, Depoe Bay, OR 
97341, and a declara-
tion of amount owed 

and secured by plaintiff’s 
Deed of Trust comprising 
of the unpaid principal 
balance of $185,783.52, 
plus accrued interest in 
the amount of $3,196.49 
through March 27, 2026, 
plus interest accruing 
thereafter at the con-
tract rate of 4.00 per-
cent per annum ($20.36 
per diem), from March 
28, 2026, until the date 
said judgment is entered; 
plus the title search cost 
of $665.00; together 
with any additional sums 
required to be paid by 
plaintiff during the pen-
dency of this suit for the 
protection of the Prop-
erty and the plaintiff’s 
interest therein; plus 
plaintiff’s reasonable 
attorney fees, costs, and 
disbursements incurred 
herein; plus interest on 
the total on the total 
sum in paragraph 1 at 
the contract rate of 4.00 
percent per annum from 
the date judgment is 
entered, until paid in full; 
2. That plaintiff’s Deed 
of Trust, dated May 24, 
2007, recorded May 25, 
2007, as Recording No. 
200707650, Records 
of Lincoln County, Ore-
gon (“Deed of Trust”), 
be declared a first lien 
upon the Property for 
the amount of the judg-
ment prayed for herein. 
The Deed of Trust was 
modified by a Modifica-
tion Agreement record-
ed on September 11, 
2018, as Recording No. 
2018-08976, Records 
of Lincon County, Ore-
gon. The Deed of Trust 
was assigned to Fibre 
Federal Credit Union by 
way of an Assignment of 
Deed of Trust recorded 
on February 17, 2026, 
as Recording No. 2026-
01092, Records of Lin-
coln County, Oregon; 3. 
For judgment and decree 
that plaintiff’s Deed of 
Trust upon the Property 
be foreclosed, and that 
the title, claim, interest, 
or demand of defen-
dants in said Property, 
and every part thereof, 
except their statutory 
rights of redemption, 
be foreclosed; 4. For 
judgment and decree 
that the Property, with 
all of its appurtenances, 
rights, privileges, and 
easements be sold on 
execution by the Sheriff 
for Lincoln County, Ore-
gon, after giving notice 
as required by law; that 
plaintiff may be and 
become a purchaser at 
said sale; that the Sher-
iff give the purchaser 
thereof a Certificate of 
Sale and, unless the 
Property is redeemed 
before the expiration of 
the redemption period, a 
deed; that said purchas-
er have immediate pos-
session of the Property, 
and every part thereof; 
and that said purchas-
er be entitled to such 
remedies as are avail-
able at law to secure 
such position, including 
a writ of assistance, if 
defendants or any other 
parties or persons shall 
refuse to immediately 
surrender possession 
to the purchaser; and 
5. That the proceeds of 
the sale be applied as 
follows: first, to pay the 
costs and expenses of 
said sale; second, to pay 
the judgment of plaintiff; 
and third, the surplus, if 
any, be paid to the Reg-
istry of the Court subject 
to further court order. 
WARNING: You may get 
offers from people who 
tell you they can help 
you keep your proper-
ty. You may get offers 
from people who want 
to buy your “redemp-

tion rights” or “all rights 
under ORS chapter 18.” 
You should be careful 
about those offers, as 
a sale of your rights to 
a property in foreclosure 
may include your right to 
claim any surplus funds 
arising from the foreclo-
sure sale. Make sure you 
understand any papers 
you are asked to sign. 
If you have any ques-
tions, talk to a lawyer 
or one of the organiza-
tions mentioned below 
before signing. There are 
government agencies 
and nonprofit organiza-
tions that can give you 
information about fore-
closure and help you 
decide what to do. For 
the name and telephone 
number of an organiza-
tion near you, please call 
the statewide telephone 
contact number at 1 
(855) 480-1950. You may 
also wish to talk to a 
lawyer. If you need help 
finding a lawyer, you may 
call the Oregon State 
Bar’s Lawyer Referral 
Service at 503-684-3763 
or toll-free in Oregon at 
800-452-7636 or you 
may visit its website at: 
http://www.osbar.org. 
Legal assistance may 
be available if you have 
a low income and meet 
federal poverty guide-
lines. For more informa-
tion and a directory of 
legal aid programs, go 
to http://www.oregon-
lawhelp.org. NOTICE 
TO DEFENDANT: READ 
CAREFULLY!! YOU 
MUST “APPEAR” IN 
THIS CASE OR THE 
OTHER SIDE WILL 
WIN AUTOMATICAL-
LY. TO “APPEAR” YOU 
MUST FILE WITH THE 
COURT A LEGAL PAPER 
CALLED A “MOTION” 
OR “ANSWER”. THE 
MOTION OR ANSWER 
(OR “REPLY”) MUST BE 
GIVEN TO THE COURT 
CLERK OR ADMINIS-
TRATOR WITHIN 30 
DAYS OF THE DATE 
OF FIRST PUBLICA-
TION SPECIFIED HERE-
IN ALONG WITH THE 
REQUIRED FILING FEE. 
IT MUST BE IN PROP-
ER FORM AND HAVE 
PROOF OF SERVICE 
ON THE PLAINTIFF’S 
ATTORNEY OR, IF THE 
PLAINTIFF DOES NOT 
HAVE AN ATTORNEY, 
PROOF OF SERVICE 
UPON THE PLAINTIFF. IF 
YOU HAVE ANY QUES-
TIONS, YOU SHOULD 
SEE AN ATTORNEY 
IMMEDIATELY. IF YOU 
NEED HELP IN FINDING 
AN ATTORNEY, YOU 
MAY CONTACT THE 
OREGON STATE BAR’S 
LAWYER REFERRAL 
SERVICE ONLINE AT 
WWW.OREGONSTATE-
BAR.ORG OR BY CALL-
ING AT (503) 684-3763 
(IN THE PORTLAND 
METROPOLITAN AREA) 
OR TOLL-FREE ELSE-
WHERE IN OREGON 
AT (800) 452-7636. This 
summons is published 
by order of the Honorable 
Marcia Buckley, Judge of 
the above-entitled Court 
made on the 1st day 
of July, 2026, directing 
publication of this sum-
mons once each week 
for four consecutive 
weeks in a newspaper 
of general circulation in 
Lincoln County, Oregon. 
Date of first publication: 
July 22, 2026 Date of 
last publication: August 
12, 2026 Michelle M. 
Bertolino, OSB #912130 
Of Attorneys for Plaintiff 
FARLEIGH WADA WITT 
121 SW Morrison, Suite 
600 Portland, OR 97204-
3136 (503) 228-6044 
mbertolino@fwwlaw.com 
7/22/26 7/29/26 8/5/26 
8/12/26
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WILL LOHRE
Lincoln County Leader 

Three friends are about 
to set off on the journey 
of a lifetime, launching 
a coast-to-coast bike 
ride from Newport, OR, 
to Newport, RI, in ful-
fillment of a long-held 
dream. 

Illinois resident Matt 
Hager has lived and trav-
eled many places in the 
United States, but has 
long aspired to undertake 
the challenge of a conti-
nent-crossing bike ride. 

“The inspiration is 
something that I’ve been 
thinking about since I 
was about 12 years old. 
I had a friend back at 
that time, and both of 
us had seen the Tour de 
France once or twice, and 
heard about some kind 
of cross-country bike 
ride that was going on, 
and thought that might 
be something that’d be 
cool to do someday,” 
Hager said. “For what-
ever reason, that seed 
that was planted when I 
was like 12 years old just 
never came about until 
recently.”

Hager’s youngest 
daughter is preparing to 
start graduate school in 
Corvallis, and with her 

heading out to Oregon, 
he couldn’t resist follow-
ing up on his dream trip. 
He decided he wanted to 
drive out to Oregon with 
his daughter, and return 
home by bike, jump-start-
ing his pedal-propelled 
odyssey. 

Rather than start from 
Corvallis, Hager elected 
to begin his journey in 
Newport, ensuring that 
the bike will get baptized 
in the Pacific ahead of 
the 3,730-mile traverse to 
Newport, Rhode Island. 
From there, the route 
will take them northeast 
into Washington, Idaho, 
and Montana. They’ll 
continue through North 
Dakota into Minnesota, 
and take some rest once 
they reach Batavia, a 
reset at home base. 

“So that’s kind of the 
first two-thirds of the 
journey. That’ll be about 
40 days or so getting 
back here,” Hager said. 
“And then, from [Illinois] 
to the East Coast is about 
another 20 days.”

But Hager won’t just 
be making the trip alone. 
Hager is biking with 
longtime friends Geeto 
Reilly and Mark Lecy. 
The three met in college 
and have stayed in touch 
since their university 

days. All three are excited 
to get on the roads and 
see for themselves what 
the challenge of the ride 
will be, as well as seeing 
the country up close and 
personal. While Hager, 
58, and Reilly, 60, are 
retired, Lecy, 58, is still 
working. Ahead of the 
trip, Lecy is still planning 
to work remotely on the 
road, though how that’s 
supposed to work with so 
much time in the saddle 
is not something Hager is 
going to worry about.  

For Hager, the largest 
concerns come relat-
ing to more practical 
needs and safety on the 
road. The group will 
be spending time with 
friends at various stops 
on the way, like in Walla 
Walla, Minneapolis, and 
Bismarck, ND, but they’ll 
also be doing a mix of 
camping and hotel/motel 
stays. With some of the 
areas they are traveling 
through being less pop-
ulous, Hager and his 
group are making sure 
to provision wisely. With 
sometimes more than 100 
miles between towns, the 
group will need to plan 
their stops proactively. 
Especially considering 
the distances they’ll be 
cycling. 

“On a hot day, I go 
through about five liters 
of water over 60 miles, 
and most of our days are 
gonna be like 65 miles 
or more. And if this 
heat kind of continues, 
then we better figure 
out where along the 
way we’re gonna make 
sure we can stock up for 
water and have water for 
the day that we’re in, as 
well as waking up with 
water the next morning 
to start our journey if 
we’re in the middle of 
nowhere,” Hager said. 
“And then just making 
sure that we’re carrying 
enough food along with 
us, in case we have to 
go for long stretches, but 
not carrying, you know, 
a 20-pound grocery sack 
because the weight just 
adds more work.”

Also important to note 
is that Hager is a type 
1 diabetic, which Hager 
described as an “extra 
challenge, if it wasn’t 
hard enough already.” 
While it requires a little 
bit more planning, Hager 
said that it’s not a barrier 
that will keep him from 
chasing after his goals. 

“I’ve done other things, 
and I guess some of this 
is just to prove to people 
that you can be a type 1 

diabetic and still have a 
completely normal life 
and do all the challenging 
things that everybody 
else can do,” Hager said. 
“You just have to think a 
little bit more wisely and 
strategically about it.”

No stranger to long 
trips in the elements, 
Hager is excited to get 
the trip on the road. In 
scale, this trip is similar 
to a kayak trip from the 
source of the Mississippi 
to New Orleans. That 
trip was 2,100 miles over 
about 75 days. Hager 
said provisioning for that 
excursion was a chal-
lenge that has him feel-
ing confident this time 
around.

For this upcoming 
journey, Hager and the 
crew will start in Oregon, 
and it’s his third time 
visiting the state. He saw 
some of the state visiting 
it before his daughter 
decided on grad school 
in the Pacific Northwest, 
and he described it as 
“beautiful.” He and his 
travel companions will be 
staying at the Elizabeth 
Oceanfront Suites in 
Newport on Aug. 6 ahead 
of their first leg, which 
will start on the morning 
of Aug. 7.

Hager and his friends 

will make the entirety of 
their journey on standard 
bicycles, not E-bikes in 
sight. For this crew, the 
journey is as much about 
pushing through adversity 
and meeting the chal-
lenge as it is about enjoy-
ing a nice view.

“All pedal power,” 
Hager said. “If it wasn’t 
a challenge, I would not 
be so interested in it. If 
it’s just a sightseeing 
trip, then well, why don’t 
I just do that from the 
comfort of the car? So 
it’s not about a sight-
seeing, luxury tour. It’s 
about pushing yourself 
mentally and physically 
and seeing what you 
become as a result of 
that.”

If people are curious 
about how the journey 
progresses, they can 
follow Hager and his 
companions at pedal-
ingpilgrim.blog. He will 
be posting daily updates 
about how their travels 
are unfolding, and he 
wants to let other people 
“share in the journey” as 
much as possible. 

Keep an eye out for 
him, Lecy, and Reilly 
in Newport on Aug. 7, 
they’ll be making the first 
strides of their more than 
3,000 mile trek that day.

Newport to Newport: Group prepped for cross-country bike ride

ALEX BAUMHARDT
Oregon Capital Chronicle 

Off the coasts of 
California, Oregon, 
Washington, Canada and 
Alaska, three species 
of female rockfish have 
largely disappeared in the 
last 40 years.

Oregon Department 
of Fish and Wildlife 
scientists hope to learn 
why when they board an 
Oregon State University 
trawler Aug. 1 for two 
weeks — including a two-
day journey westward 
across 322 miles of ocean 
— to the Cobb Seamount 
and the edge of the North 
Pacific Gyre to search for 
the old females.

The seamount is an 
inactive underwater vol-
cano that has created a 
solid ocean shelf where 
marine ecosystems thrive, 
and the gyre is one of 
Earth’s five large, rotating 
ocean currents. It spans 
from North America to 
Asia and stops at the 
equator, where the cur-
rents of the South Pacific 
Gyre pick up.

Some records from fed-
eral scientists and fishing 
crews in the 1960s detail 
sightings of larger, per-
haps old, female black, 
canary and yellowtail 
rockfish that have largely 
today disappeared from 
Oregon’s Coast.

They are three of 86 
species of rockfish found 
in Oregon, and both male 

and female black and 
yellowtails can live up 
to 60 years, while canary 
rockfish can live even a 
decade longer.

But commercial and 
recreational fishing crews 
and fisheries managers up 
and down the West Coast 
of the U.S. and Canada 
for the last few decades 
have caught very few 
females over 30 years old. 
Most of the female pop-
ulation begins to decline 
after 12 years, leaving 
almost exclusively males, 
explained Leif Rasmuson, 
who leads the rockfish 
research at ODFW’s 
Marine Fisheries Research 
Program.

For the department, 
knowing whether the 
old females exist, and 
whether they still repro-
duce, is helpful for man-
aging fisheries and catch 
limits to balance ocean 
fish stocks. The rockfish 
are sexually mature at 
6 years old, so the dis-
appearance of the elder 
females off the Coast has 
not yet been detrimental 
to stocks managed by the 
state.

But Rasmuson said 
the research is also about 
alleviating concerns over 
unanswered, “discon-
certing” questions about 
the future of the species 
and whether they are 
dying of causes set off 
by a toppling domino 
wall of human effects. 
If they find the older 

females, he and the crew 
will study whether they 
are genetically related 
to nearshore populations 
of rockfish, and whether 
their diet differs from 
other populations and will 
tag and release some to 
learn about any migration 
patterns.

Hypotheses
Among the lesser 

possible explanations, 
according to Rasmuson, is 
that the older females are 
out in the ocean, clustered 
in spots along the West 
Coast from California to 
Alaska, but just in places 
that all researchers, com-
mercial and recreational 
fishing crews and fish-
eries managers have just 
completely overlooked for 
the last four decades.

“That seems highly 
improbable to me,” he 
said. “Fishermen are 
really good at catching 
fish, and I just struggle 
to envision a way where 
females get this magical 
ability to avoid every 
type of fishing gear ever 
known to man on the 
entire West Coast.”

Another hypothesis 
is that fishing crews are 
catching and killing more 
young black, canary and 
yellowtail female rockfish 
than males, keeping the 
females from growing 
old. But, Rasmuson said, 
only those three rockfish 
species lack evidence of 
older females. The other 
83 species of rockfish that 

live off the Oregon Coast 
don’t have the same prob-
lem, indicating fishing is 
not cutting into the over-
all ratio of females in the 
overwhelming majority of 
species.

Another option is 
that aging females are 
swimming very far north 
or south somewhere. 
Researchers in Alaska 
have tagged some females 
that have gone as far as 
the Bering Sea, but they 
weren’t very old when 
they were found there, 
Rasmuson explained.

Still another possibility 
is that the females swim 
from shore and go out 
into the middle of the 
North Pacific Gyre as 
they age. He said that 
articles from the 1960s 
and later research from 
the National Oceanic 
and Atmospheric 
Administration detail 
black rockfish in the gyre 
that were larger than most 
of their species, indicating 
perhaps advanced age.

If it is the case that the 
females go out to age 
in the gyre, it opens up 
even more questions for 
Rasmuson and the other 
researchers.

“The thing is, if it’s 
just old females that go 
out into the middle of 
the gyre and there aren’t 
a bunch of males, what 
does that mean? Is it just 
like a retirement home for 
old females?” he asked. 
“It’s hard to wrap your 

mind around. Why is this 
evolutionarily stable? 
What’s the point? Is it: 
‘Hey, we just go out there 
and hang out for the last 
40 years of our lives?’”

To him, the most prob-
able hypothesis is that 
the females are dying at 
younger ages of some sort 
of natural cause, which 
could still be human-in-
fluenced, such as the loss 
during the last century of 
an important food source 
they need.

Dicey international 
waters

It was not easy to get 
permission to go to the 
seamount to catch fish 
for research, according 
to Rasmuson. It’s located 
in international waters 
and regulated by an 
international intergovern-
mental group called the 
North Pacific Fisheries 
Commission that includes 
representatives from the 
United States, Russia, 
Korea, Japan, China and 
Canada, among others.

In those waters there is 
effectively a moratorium 
on commercial fishing, 
and growing international 
skepticism of the motiva-
tions of the U.S. govern-
ment led other member 
nations to scrutinize the 
research and researchers 
more heavily, Rasmuson 
said.

Some commission 
officials shared concerns 
about the research boat 
possibly scouting deep 

sea mining areas, and rep-
resentatives from Japan 
and Korea threatened to 
come aboard the ship to 
ensure the researchers are 
not doing any illegal fish-
ing, he explained. When 
he proposed the team 
be allowed to catch and 
take with them 50 fish, 
commission officials were 
shocked, he said, believ-
ing it was a proposal for 
50 tons of fish.

He said representa-
tives from the U.S. did 
not help to make the 
process smoother, but 
the Canadian delegation 
stepped in to vouch for 
the researchers.

“The United States 
kind of dropped the ball. 
We’ve just had to lean 
on Canada,” he said. “It’s 
still been an ongoing 
adventure on the policy 
side.”

https://oregoncapital-
chronicle.com/2026/07/30/
oregon-research-
ers-journey-into-pacif-
ic-for-clues-about-di-
sappearance-of-old-fe-
male-rockfish/

Oregon Capital 
Chronicle is part of States 
Newsroom, a network of 
news bureaus supported 
by grants and a coalition 
of donors as a 501c(3) 
public charity. Oregon 
Capital Chronicle main-
tains editorial indepen-
dence. Contact Editor 
Lynne Terry for questions: 
info@oregoncapitalchron-
icle.com. 

Researchers look for clues about disappearance of old, female rockfish

Matt Hager is no stranger to long trips, this one will see him cross the 
United States. (Courtesy photos from the Pedaling Pilgrim blog) Hager, left, and his traveling companions, Geeto Reilly and Lecy. 
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