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County students heading back to class in February

Investigators left with no leads 

following child’s death

MAX KIRKENDALL
newsguardeditor@countrymedia.net

After a full month, Oregon State Police 
(OSP) detectives seem to have more ques-
tions than answers regarding the remains 
of a child found in rural north Lincoln 
County. 

On Dec. 10, investigators were sum-
moned to the H.B. Van Duzer Forest State 
Scenic Corridor, located near Otis/Rose 
Lodge, for a death investigation. At this 
location, investigators found the remains 
of a female child that the Oregon State 
Medical Examiner’s Office estimated to be 
between 6.5 to 10 years old. She is approx-
imately 3’10” to 4’6” tall, and had long 
hair that is dark brown or black. 

The body was found in proximity to 
the rest area along Highway 18 at the H.B. 
Van Duzer Forest State Scenic Corridor, 

which sees an estimated 8,000 vehicles 
per day, according to the Oregon Depart-
ment of Transportation (ODOT). OSP also 
said last week that the body was located 
along the banks of the Salmon River. 

Due to the heavy winter rains, the 
Salmon River often expands and shrinks 
depending on the weather. For this reason 
OSP Captain Tim Fox said their detectives 
“do not know 100 percent how she got to 
where she was.”
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Oregon State Police reported that the child was found on the banks of the Salmon River at the H.B. Van Duzer Forest State Scenic Corridor.

Searching for Answers
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On Jan. 1, Lincoln County went down 
a risk level in the Governor’s COVID-19 
‘Risk and Protection’ framework. But with 
virus cases once again on an uptick, Lin-
coln County Public Health is expecting to 
move back into ‘Extreme Risk’ this week.

Since the first of the month, Lincoln 
County restaurants have been permit-
ted to open back up for dine-in seating. 
However, that will not be the case for 
much longer, predicts Health Department 
Director Rebecca Austen, RN.

“Our test positive rate is low, but it is 
our total number of cases that is caus-
ing this change in status,” Austen said in 
Public Health’s recent update. “For the 
two-week period of Dec. 27, 2020 - Jan. 9, 
2021, we have already seen 89 cases. If we 
end up with 97 cases in two weeks, we will 
be at the extreme risk level.”

Despite the rise in case counts, Public 
Health reported that Phase 1a of vac-
cine distribution is in full swing with 
over 900 people in the county receiving 
the first dose of a COVID-19 vaccine so 
far. Lincoln County received all doses of 
the Moderna vaccine with second doses 
scheduled to arrive three weeks after the 
initial shipment. Pacific West Ambulance, 
North Lincoln Fire and Rescue, Lincoln 
Community Health Center and Public 
Health have been receiving the vaccines 
for distribution. 

Virus cases rise, 
vaccine being 

distributed

See COVID-19, Page A7

MAX KIRKENDALL
newsguardeditor@countryme-
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Following Governor 
Kate Brown’s announce-
ment Dec. 23, stating 
that Oregon’s statewide 
COVID-19 metrics would 
no longer be in effect, 
school districts have been 
tasked with making their 
own judgement on when 
students would be allowed 
back in classrooms.

In Lincoln County, the 
decision was made this 
week by Lincoln County 
School District (LCSD) and 
Superintendent Karen Gray, 
to bring some students 
back in class starting Feb. 1.

Before winter break, 
LCSD announced that its 
schools would be mov-

ing all students back to 
Comprehensive Distance 
Learning at the start of the 
new year due to a surge in 
coronavirus cases in late 
November/early December. 
Now, with Lincoln County 
shifting from ‘Extreme Risk’ 
to ‘High Risk’ in Oregon’s 
COVID-19 framework, 
LCSD feels comfortable 
enough to start bringing 
students back to school.

“Our numbers for 
the last two weeks were 
217.4 (cases) per 100,000 
(people),” Gray said. ‘In the 
two-week period before 
this, we were at 174 (cases), 
which is less than the 200 
per 100,000 required for 
Extreme Risk so we were 
downgraded to High Risk.

“As you can see, our 
numbers are back up and 

still concerning. We have a 
lot of work to do to get our 
numbers down and create a 
safer community in which 
to bring staff and students 
back.” 

On Monday, Jan. 4, Gray 
said Oregon’s superinten-
dents met with the Gover-
nor about the new “advi-
sory” status of the school 
metrics.

“Governor Brown heard 
three important requests 
from us: a) Working with 
our labor unions to ensure 
that bringing students back 
to school is a top priority, 
b) establishing a timeline 
for educators to receive 
the COVID vaccine, and 
c) working with Oregon 
Health Authority to move 
aside roadblocks to re-
opening,” Gray said.

Gov. Brown said in De-
cember that school districts 
should make a goal to bring 
all Oregon students back 
to a model of in-person 
instruction by Feb. 15. 
To meet that benchmark, 
LCSD is beginning a stag-
gered reopening starting 
with a Hybrid model of K-6 

students starting Feb. 1. 
This Hybrid model includes 
two days per week of full-
day in person school and 
three days per week of on-
line learning. The cohorts 
are Monday/Thursday and 
Tuesday/Friday with online 
schooling on Wednesday 
for students.

The following week, 
starting Feb. 8, LCSD plans 
to bring back grades 7-12 
in a Hybrid model with 
the option for principals 
to bring kids back the 
week before February 8 for 
orientation for either one 
or two days. More detailed 
information will be coming 
out specifically about that 
plan.

“Our hope is that we get 
a plan for COVID vaccina-
tions and that we can all 
get them before February 
1. I will be pushing hard for 
this. Regardless, we will still 
be bringing students back,” 
Gray said. “We had students 
K-3 without vaccines safely 
and we would have had 
them all back by December 

See SCHOOL, Page A7

LCSD Superintendent Dr. Karen Gray
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Oregon Health Authority  rolls out plan to 
administer 12,000 doses of COVID-19 vaccine a day
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David Willis
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A day after Governor Kate 
Brown directed the Oregon 
Health Authority (OHA) to 
achieve the benchmark of 
12,000 COVID-19 vaccinations 
administered in Oregon per 
day by the end of the next two 
weeks, health officials detailed 
plans of how they plan to meet 
that goal.

Gov. Brown said, Jan. 4, 
the 12,000 doses a day goal 
will “put (Oregon) on track to 
deploy every vaccine we have 
in our hands.”

“This is an all-hands-on-
deck effort, and I have directed 
OHA to partner as widely as 
possible to ensure we are us-
ing all available resources to 
ramp up Oregon’s vaccinations 
rapidly,” Gov. Brown said.

OHA Director Pat Allen 
spoke with members of the 
media Jan. 5 along with OHA’s 
Chief Medical Officer Dr. Dana 
Hargunani. Allen said Oregon 
currently ranks 36th in the 
United States in vaccine distri-
bution with 1.2 percent of the 
population receiving the first 
dose of the COVID-19 vaccine.

“These COVID-19 vaccines 
have proven to be safe and 
they are the most reliable tool 
we have to stop the spread of 
this virus,” Dr. Hargunani said.

Allen said getting vaccina-
tions done as quickly as pos-
sible is a top priority for OHA 
because Oregon is considered 
vulnerable to the virus as far 
fewer people have contracted 
it compared to other states in 
the U.S.

Last week, Oregon received 
34,000 doses of Pfizer vac-
cine last week and over 24,000 
doses of the Moderna vaccine. 
Over 51,000 doses have been 
administered, which has ac-
counted for about 1 in 4 doses 

administered that Oregon 
received.

Additionally, 326 people in 
Oregon have had both doses 
and are considered fully im-
mune.

With OHA’s five step plan, 
Allen believes Oregon is on 
pace to reach the 12,000 doses 
administered per day by next 
week.

Dr. Hargunani detailed the 
plan that includes expanding 
partnerships and adminis-
tration sites. The five steps 
include:

- Speeding Phase 1a (ad-
ministering vaccines to health 
care workers and long-term 
care facilities) by staging.

- Expanding federal phar-
macy partnerships to reach 
more nursing home residents 
and staff members.

- Giving Phase 1a workers 
the ability to get vaccinated at 
a local pharmacy.

- Leveraging all Public 
Health agencies to help with 
administering vaccines.

- Supporting innovated 
partnerships.

Dr. Hargunani said the 
COVID-19 has proven to be a 
little more difficult to distrib-
ute compared to the flu shot. 
Some issues OHA has had to 

overcome includes: Adapt-
ing to distribution during a 
pandemic, which provides 
challenges like finding a con-
trolled, safe space for admin-
istration; the Pfizer vaccine 
requires ultra cold storage. 
OHA is currently working to 
get more of this storing units 
in more hospitals; and Oregon 
does not have enough doses 
for everyone right now, which 
has caused the need to priori-
tize who gets access to it first.

To overcome some of these 
challenges OHA is hoping to 
rely on partnerships with local 
agencies. One of these new 
partnerships was announced 
by Joe Ness, chief operations 
officer of OHSU Healthcare.

Ness said OHSU is cur-
rently OHSU administering 
about 1,000 doses of the vac-
cine per day and are expecting 
to expand next week thanks 
to a partnership with SEIU 
503, Oregon’s Public Services 
and Care Provider Union. The 
partnership will focuses on 
getting vaccines to long term 
care facilities.

“We are a community of 
healers and we care deeply 
about our most vulnerable 
populations,” Ness said.

Melissa Unger, board 

member of SEIU 503, stressed 
the importance of getting 
vaccine doses to long-term 
care facilities because they 
have been susceptible to the 
virus and care facility work-
ers are also often overlooked. 
Unger said they are “excited to 
collaborate to expand vaccine 
distribution to more frontline 
workers.”

Allen closed out OHA’s 
update by announcing 1,059 
new cases for Jan. 5 and 44 
new COVID-19 related deaths. 
Allen also emphasized that 
OHA and other state agencies 
are working day and night to 
get the vaccine out to Orego-
nians.

“As we roll out the vaccine, 
all of us need to keep doing 
our part... wash your hands, 
keep you physical distance 
and stay home if you are sick,” 
Allen said.

National Guard Deployment

Two of the state’s top 
priorities are to ramp up vac-
cinations in Oregon and get 
children back into classrooms, 
Gov. Kate Brown announced 
last week.

For the latter, Brown said 
she will be deploying the 
Oregon National Guard to 
assist with COVID-19 vaccina-
tion efforts to help reach the 
goal she set earlier this week of 
administering 12,000 vaccine 
doses a day.

National Guard members 
will be providing vaccine sup-
port in Oregon starting last 
weekend at a mass vaccination 
event at the state fairgrounds 
in Salem, Brown said. The goal 
is to vaccinate 250 people per 
hour and guard members will 
be providing logistical and 
nursing support.

The Oregon Health Au-
thority (OHA) has delivered 
vaccine doses to 190 sites 
across the state already and 
expects to allocate doses to an 

additional 30 next week, OHA 
Director Pat Allen said.

The 12,000 vaccine doses 
per day plan comes on the 
heels of a raised COVID-19 
transmission rate across the 
state, Allen said. The transmis-
sion rate estimates how many 
people an infected person will 
spread the virus to; a transmis-
sion rate of 1.0 would indicate 
that a person with the virus 
passes it to one other person.

The state’s estimated state 
transmission rate fell in late 
November to 0.8 and stayed 
low through mid-December, 
but the winter holidays 
brought a sharp increase, Allen 
said.

The estimate the OHA has, 
as of Dec. 23, is a transmission 
rate between 1.14 and 1.45.

“This estimation does not 
reflect any potential further 
increase in transmission 
related to social gatherings 
over Christmas and New Year’s 
Eve,” Allen said. “This means 
we could continue to see a 
sharp increase in diagnosed 
cases.”

In-person learning

In the effort to get students 
back into classrooms, Brown 
announced in December that 
the state guidance and metrics 
on when districts can be re-
opened moved from mandato-
ry to advisory— giving districts 
more local control. The change 
took effect at the start of the 
new year.

“All of our schools will still 
be required to adhere to health 
and safety measures,” Brown 
said. “They must continue 
to work in close consulta-
tion with local public health 
departments.”

Colt Gill, director of 
the Oregon Department of 
Education, said two factors 
remain important for districts 
determining when students 
will return to in-person in-

struction. The first is to ensure 
community case rates stay low 
so COVID-19 is not regularly 
introduced to the schools and 
disrupting the learning envi-
ronment. The second is the 
district’s ability to implement 
health and safety protocols 
and requirements for the 
schools

The department has over 
160 health and safety proto-
cols that need to be in place 
at schools that reopen and 
remain mandatory, he said. 
Some of the requirements 
include entry screening pro-
tocols, use of facial coverings, 
physical distancing, cohorting 
and frequent hand washing.

“These protocols are 
mitigating the risk of transmis-
sion in schools in Oregon and 
across the country, and really 
around the world, when they 
are implemented with fidelity,” 
Gill said.

The state’s COVID-19 
Vaccine Advisory Committee 
met for the first time yesterday 
and approved teachers and 
staff at K-12 schools to be next 
in line for the vaccine after 
the phase 1-A group which 
includes emergency respond-
ers. healthcare workers and 
residents and staff at long-
term care facilities.

“I know the impacts for 
our children — having to learn 
online— have been very, very 
challenging,” Brown said. 
“Not just from an educational 
standpoint, but from a social 
and emotional standpoint, 
also from a social interaction 
standpoint. It’s been really 
challenging for our children, 
so this needs to be a priority.”

Further decisions about 
which groups of people will 
next be prioritized for vaccina-
tions will be decided in the 
coming weeks.

St. Helens Chronicle 
reporter Monique Merrill also 
contributed to this article. 

Lincoln City man arrested at 
state capitol demonstration

MAX KIRKENDALL
newsguardeditor@countryme-
dia.net

Two people were ar-
rested following demon-
strations at the Oregon 
State Capitol building in 
Salem Jan. 6.

Oregon State Police, 
Salem Police Depart-
ment, and Marion County 
Sheriff’s Office personnel 
were monitoring a protest 
that was occurring at the 
Oregon State Capitol last 
week at the same time 
domestic terrorists had 
descended upon the United 
States Capitol building in 
Washington D.C.

According to an OSP 
release, at approximately 

2 p.m. a group of counter 
protesters arrived at the 
Oregon Capitol and a fight 
broke out between the op-
posing sides. Law Enforce-
ment members quickly 
separated the two groups 

and worked to keep the 
two groups separate for the 
remainder of the day.

David Willis, 43, of Lin-
coln City, was arrested and 
charged with harassment 
and disorderly conduct. 
OSP said the investiga-
tion is continuing and 
more charges are possible 
after consultation with the 
Marion County District 
Attorney.

Marion County Jail later 
cited and released Willis 
from police custody.

Additionally, OSP 
reported Cody Melby, 39, 
was arrested for trespass-
ing while in possession 
of a firearm during last 
week’s demonstrations at 
the Capitol. Melby was also 
cited and released from 
Marion County Jail.

Shortly after the distur-
bances began, OSP de-
clared an unlawful assem-
bly at the Oregon Capitol 
building.

Late Wednesday eve-
ning OSP released the fol-
lowing statement.

“Oregon State Police 
have heard rumors that 
armed groups were con-
sidering taking over and/or 
occupy the State Capitols.

“Oregon State Police 
fully support peoples 
first amendment rights 
of freedom of speech and 
to gather peacefully. OSP 
will not tolerate criminal 
activities and you will be 
arrested if you engage in 
any of these acts.

“The security of the 
capitol is our priority, if 
you are considering any 
unlawful activities at the 
Oregon State Capitol or 
surrounding areas, please 
reconsider. The safety of 
our community members, 
Capitol occupants, and po-
lice officers is paramount.”

STOCK PHOTO

Oregon currently ranks 36th in the United States in vaccine 
distribution with 1.2 percent of the population receiving the 
first dose of the COVID-19 vaccine.
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North Lincoln Fire and Rescue along with three bystanders saved a man 
from the strong winter waves on Jan. 3.

Bystanders, NLFR crews save naked man from high surf
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MAX KIRKENDALL
newsguardeditor@countrymedia.net

Just before 3 p.m. on Jan. 3, 
North Lincoln Fire and Rescue 
(NLFR) received a report of a man 
in the water near NW 70th Street 
and Logan Road in Lincoln City.

The man was suspected to be 
under the influence of multiple 
intoxicants and was not wearing 
clothing while willingly trudging 
through the waves. Lincoln City 
was under a high surf advisory 
last weekend with waves report-
edly as high as 30 feet crashing 
into the beach and up to the 
riprap walls.

At one point the subject was 
in water over his head and was 
struck by a log. A local resident, 
Steven Moore, said he heard the 
man yelling in the water and 
called upon his neighbor to help 
him extract the man out of the 
surf before rescue crews arrive.

“I called my neighbor Jimmy. 

Him and another guy walk up and 
we all see the man in the ocean 
getting taken over by waves,” 
Moore said. “We immediately 
start making our way down to 
him using the edge of the rocks 
dodging several sneaker waves.”

Moore said when they reached 
about two houses away, they saw 
a rescue team approaching from 
the south. Watching as the rescue 
crews battle the large waves, 
Moore and the others decide to 
spring into action.

“Jimmy, myself and another 
guy go in once we see the tide 
starting to recede. We get up to 
him and try to get him to come 
back and he starts fighting with 
us immediately, grabbing my 
hair, taking us all down into a big 
wave,” Moore said. “I grab his 
hand and rip it from my hair, we 
are taken over by several waves 
and I go under for a few seconds 
planting my feet away from the 
ocean, this is the time the rescue 
team comes in and starts assist-
ing us getting him out.”

Moore said the struggling per-
sisted until each rescuer is able to 
grab a leg or arm individually. The 
crew was hit by several sneaker 
waves causing additional con-
cerns. Moore said they were able 
to get the subject to a nearby flat 
spot on a set of shoreline stairs. 
That’s when Moore and the other 
bystanders decided their work 
was done.

“They inject him and subdue 

him then load him onto a board 
and load him into an ambulance,” 
Moore said. “We were in the water 
about four minutes and in total I 
saw him in the water for over 15 
minutes.”

NLFR Chief Robb Dahlman 
said the rescue took four NLFR 
personnel and the three bystand-
ers who were all risking their lives 
to save the man.

“I was called by Lincoln City 
Police Sgt. Randy Weaver who had 
to relay the fact that it was sheer 
heroism on the part of NLFR per-
sonnel that saved this mans life,” 
Dahlman said. “Many times while 
he was waiting for personnel to 
arrive, and watching the subject, 
he thought this man was going to 
die.

“Several of the rescuers com-
mented to me this was one of 
those really scary rescues that 
your training, trust in each other 
and your equipment makes a dif-
ference.”

Disaster preparedness class offered at local college, 
registration fees donated to fire victims

THE NEWS GUARD

Jim Kusz retired from 
North Lincoln Fire and Res-
cue last year.

Fire prevention is still 
near and dear to his heart, 
and for his upcoming disaster 
preparedness class at Oregon 
Coast Community College, 
he’s inviting Jenna Trentadue, 
National Fire Plan Coordina-
tor from the Oregon Depart-
ment of Forestry, to speak 
about FireWise, a program 
supporting creation of defen-
sible spaces around homes in 
fire-prone areas.

Another guest speaker 
will join Kusz’s two-session 
class. Dr. Lesley Ogden, CEO 
of Samaritan North Lincoln 
Hospital and Pacific Com-
munities Hospital, will talk 
about COVID-19, and how 

pandemics and other health 
risks can be incorporated 
into the list of circumstances 
coast residents may wish to 
be better prepared for in the 
future.

Kusz would normally 
be paid for his instruction 
through OCCC’s Community 
Education Program, but he’s 
donating his compensation 
to the Echo Mountain Fire 
Relief Fund. The commu-
nity college is following suit, 
donating 100% of all registra-
tion fees ($15 per participant) 
to the same fund.

About the class

In 2015 The New Yorker 
published a cover story, “The 
Really Big One,” that detailed 
the risks to the West Coast 
of the Cascadia Subduction 

Zone. The risks of a “Casca-
dia Event” and the tsunami 
it would/will cause, were 
laid plain in stark, sobering 
language.

As a result, attendance in 
Oregon Coast Community 
College’s Disaster Prepared-
ness class, already a popular 
recurring course in OCCC’s 
Community Education 
program, ballooned. Sellout 
crowds gathered to hear Jim 
Kusz, at the time a Captain 
with North Lincoln Fire & 
Rescue, explain how to craft 
appropriate “go kits” for 
home and autos, and how to 
be prepared to ride out the 
earthquake, tsunami, and 
the days or weeks of isolation 
that would likely follow.

Many of these students 
were surprised when each 
class began with the same 

refrain from Capt. Kusz: “The 
wildland fire is going to get us 
long before the tsunami will.”

In fact, some of those who 
evacuated from the Echo 
Mountain Complex Fires 
last summer did so in cars 
equipped with “go bags” in-
spired by their participation 
in Capt. Kusz’s class.

This winter, OCCC is 
pleased to return this course 
– the most attended class in 
the history of the Commu-
nity Education program at 
OCCC – via Zoom. The class 
summarizes some of the fun-
damental risks that threaten 
to strike the Northwest at any 
time, and Kusz delivers the 
content in a casual, friendly 
manner. The class isn’t about 
fear or panic; it’s about confi-
dence and preparedness.

This two-session class 
will be recorded, with the link 
made available to all regis-
trants, even if they cannot at-
tend the live classes. The cost 
of “Disaster Preparedness for 
the Pacific Northwest” is $15, 
and 100% of payments will be 
donated to Echo Mountain 
Fire Relief. The class will be 
held from 3:30 p.m. to 5 p.m. 
Tuesday and Thursday, Feb. 
2 and 4.

If you’ve attended Kusz’s 
classes in the past, expect 
this one to be updated and 
informed by 2020’s many 
challenges. If you cannot 
attend the class but would 
like to make a contribution 
to the Echo Mountain Fire 
Relief Fund, deposits can be 
made at any First Interstate 
Bank. The Fund’s tax ID is 85-

3034665, Oregon Registry No. 
171985196.

Other non-credit com-
munity education courses 
are available via Zoom this 
winter, including a live cook-
ing class coming this March, 
and a series of astronomy-
related courses. The lineup 
also includes a personal-fi-
nance class as well as courses 
designed to prepare you to 
become a licensed Real Es-
tate Broker or a licensed Real 
Estate Property Manager in 
Oregon, among others.

To register for a class, visit 
oregoncoast.edu/communi-
tyed, or find the online “Catch 
the Wave” course schedule at 
bit.ly/wintercatch. Or, register 
by phone, at 541-996-6222.

Samaritan walk-in clinics to 
close Jan. 15-17 for vaccines

THE NEWS GUARD

The Samaritan walk-in 
clinics located in Newport 
and Lincoln City will be 
temporarily closed to the 
public Friday, Jan. 15 through 
Sunday, Jan. 17 so  commu-
nity health care workers – by 
appointment only through 
the county health depart-
ment – can obtain their first 
round of COVID-19 vaccina-
tions at those two locations.

Anyone with medical 
needs during those dates 
who may have turned to 
the walk-in clinics for care 
are encouraged to contact 
their primary care provider 
for an appointment or to 
visit samhealth.org/Care-
Now for information about 
other health care options. 
For emergency needs, the 
emergency departments at 

Samaritan North Lincoln 
Hospital and Samaritan Pa-
cific Communities Hospital 
are always open.

“We apologize for any 
inconvenience, but it is 
imperative that we assist 
in vaccinating our fellow 
health care workers against 
the coronavirus,” said Lesley 
Ogden, MD, chief execu-
tive officer of both Samari-
tan hospitals in Lincoln 
County. “These walk-in clinic 
locations seemed the most 
logical in terms of staffing, 
parking and accessibility.”

Samaritan Health Ser-
vices began receiving vaccine 
in late December. In collabo-
ration with Lincoln County 
Health and Human Services, 
the vaccine is being distrib-
uted in multiple phases to 
health care workers, first re-
sponders and long-term care 

facility staff and residents. 
This will be followed by those 
at highest risk for the disease 
and essential workers, then 
the younger and healthier 
general public.

Community health care 
employers located in Lincoln 
County are being contacted 
by the county and asked to 
register their staff for vacci-
nations. This will be followed 
by another Samaritan walk-
in clinic closure in 21 days so 
these individuals can obtain 
their second dose.

If you are a community 
health care employer and 
have not been contacted by 
the county, go online to ti-
nyurl.com/AgencyVaccine to 
register your agency. If more 
information is needed, call 
541-265-0621 option #0 or 
email LincolnCoCallCen-
ter@co.lincoln.or.us.
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Employment Opps
515

541-994-3200
1603 SE East Devil’s Lake Rd.
Lincoln City, OR 97367
www.garagedoorsaleslc.com

Garage Door Sales
is looking for a

Part Time Bookkeeper.
Please call:

Email:

(541) 994-3200

garagedoorsales@embarqmail.com

Public Notices
999

NG21-05 NOTICE TO INTER-
ESTED PERSONS
Notice is hereby given that Kirk 

H Strohman, Jr. has been ap-
pointed personal representative 
of the Estate of Rosey Devern 
Allen, by the Circuit Court of 
the State of Oregon for Lin-
coln County, Probate File No. 
20PB08219.
All person having claims against 
the estate are hereby notified 
to present the same to the said 
personal representative, at the 
office of the personal represen-
tative at Strohman Ford, LLC, 
1400 Executive Parkway, Suite 
300, Eugene, OR 97401 within 
four months from the date of the 
first publication of this notice or 
their claims may be barred.
Date of the first publication of 
this notice is January 5, 2021
All persons whose rights may be 
affected by the proceeding may 
obtain additional information 
from the records of the Court or 
from the personal representa-
tive, Kirk Strohman, Jr., Stroh-
man Ford, LLC, 1400 Executive 
Parkway, Suite 300 Eugene, OR 
97401; Phone 541-345-4312.

NG21-04 NOTICE TO INTER-
ESTED PERSONS
Notice is hereby given that Kirk 
H Strohman, Jr. has been ap-
pointed personal representative 
of the Estate of Carol McKenna, 
by the Circuit Court of the State 
of Oregon for Lincoln County, 
Probate File No. 20PB07639.
All person having claims against 
the estate are hereby notified 
to present the same to the said 
personal representative, at the 
office of the personal represen-
tative at Strohman Ford, LLC, 
1400 Executive Parkway, Suite 
300, Eugene, OR 97401 within 
four months from the date of the 
first publication of this notice or 
their claims may be barred.
Date of the first publication of 
this notice is January 5, 2021.
All persons whose rights may be 
affected by the proceeding may 
obtain additional information 
from the records of the Court or 
from the personal representa-
tive, Kirk Strohman, Jr., Stroh-
man Ford, LLC, 1400 Executive 
Parkway, Suite 300 Eugene, OR 
97401; Phone 541-345-4312.

100-400 Services, Etc.
500 Jobs
600 Autos
700 Stuff for Sale
800 Rentals
900 Real Estate
999 Public Notices

Classifieds
To place an ad:  Call (541) 994-2178 or go to TheNewsGuard.com and click    + Place your ad

DEADLINES:  Advertising – Fridays at 3 p.m.    •   Legals – Thursdays at 5 p.m.

Place an Ad
Online!

Autos, Homes, Jobs, Sales ONLINE
                                               www.TheNewsGuard.com 7   Days 

a Week

Like 
us on

Advertise in 
PRINT and ONLINE

Place your ad online at
thenewsguard.com/classifieds 

or call 541-994-2178
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Appliances
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300
Announcements

Looking for lost friend
after the Echo Mountain Fire

Julia Martin
Please call Robert Dales

(360) 597-5423 -or- (360) 254-8382

Public Notices
999

Public Notices
999

Public Notices
999

Public Notices
999

Public Notices
999

VIP Hospitality Group is looking to fill the following positions 
immediately at the below listed properties.

Please apply in person at the hotel of choice. No phone calls to hotels please.
https://www.viphgroup.com/join-vip.php

Coho Oceanfront
Lodge:

Inn at
Wecoma:

Inn at Nye
Beach (Newport):

Guest Services Rep.
Maintenance
Housekeeping

Guest Services Rep.
Graveyard Night Auditor

Housekeeping Supervisor
Breakfast Cook
Guest Services Rep.

STAR STORAGE RV
Grand Ronde
541-921-1241

starstoragegr@gmail.com
Now Renting

RESERVE YOUR SPACE TODAY 
Surveillance, gated, safe! 

Right on the highway, so no time 
wasted traveling. Trickle charge & 

cleaning  stations coming soon! 
Any size vehicle: 

Covered Storage $120 a month. 
Uncovered Storage $60 a month.

PROMO: RENT 6 MONTHS, 
7TH MONTH FREE!

Public
announcement:
Oregon Cascades West Council of Governments, Senior and 
Disability Services will conduct an online public hearing on 
Thursday, January 14th from 4 to 5 pm to introduce the 2021-
2025 Area Plan service areas and receive public feedback or 
recommendations.  To receive an access link to participate, 
provide your email at:

541-812-1917
or
email kcooper@ocwcog.org

NOW HIRING
Bus Drivers

Tillamook County Transportation District 
(TCTD) is looking for customer service-
oriented individuals to join our team of 
professional drivers.  Training provided 
along with competitive wages and 
benefits.

Application available online at: 
http://www.nworegontransit.org/jobs/
transit-driver/ 

Submit completed application to:
Tillamook County Transportation District
Attn: Driver Position
3600 Third Street, Suite A
Tillamook OR 97141
Fax: 503-815-2834 
or email: 
hr@tillamookbus.com 

 

3600 Third St. Ste A, Tillamook OR  97141  (503) 815-8283  Fax (503) 815-2834 
www.tillamookbus.com 

        Tillamook County Transportation District 
             “Connecting the community through sustainable transit services” 

 
 
        FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
        Date 1/2/2019 
 
 
Contact: Doug Pilant 
Telephone: 503-842-3115 
Email:  dpilant@tillamookbus.com 
 
 
Tillamook County Transportation District Announces Board Vacancy 

The Tillamook County Transportation District (TCTD) Board of Directors is requesting 
applications from citizens interested in filling the Board’s Position # 5 vacancy.  The District’s 
Board of Directors are responsible for adopting an annual budget and setting policy for the 
operations of all public transportation in Tillamook County.   

TCTD was established in July 1997 to provide Tillamook County residents with public 
transportation services.  The District has grown over the years and now operates 7 fixed 
routes 7 days per week providing connecting services to Portland, Lincoln City, Cannon 
Beach, Salem and Yamhill County.  The District also operates demand response services 
called Dial-A-Ride and provides non-emergency medical transportation (NEMT) services for 
Tillamook County residents to access to medical services in Portland and Salem.  TCTD also 
operates the NW Rides NEMT brokerage, which coordinates medical transportation 
throughout Tillamook, Clatsop and Columbia counties.  

The person appointed to this position will serve until the next district election in May 2021.  
Applicants are required to reside within the District and be a registered voter.  Applications 
will be accepted until February 1, 2019 at 5 PM.  

Application forms are available on the District’s website at www.tillamookbus.com or may be 
picked up at the TCTD Office located at 3600 3rd Street, Suite A, Tillamook.  For more 
information please contact Cathy Bond at 503-842-2693 or at cbond@tillamookbus.com.  
 
  

 

H
49
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TILLAMOOK PUD
Job Opening  

Serviceman Agent – North Tillamook County
$57.73 per hour plus benefits

Closing date:  Open Until Filled
For a full job description, requirements, and the fillable application form, please visit our 

website at www.tpud.org.

Tillamook People’s Utility District
Shane Stuart, Human Resources Manager

P.O. Box 433
1115 Pacific Avenue

Tillamook, OR 97141; (503) 815-8637
Email: jobs@tpud.org

Tillamook PUD is an equal opportunity provider and employer. 

 503-842-2535 • 800-422-2535

H
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NOW IS THE
TIME TO BUY!

INDEPENDENTLY OWNED AND OPERATED
All information is deemed reliable but not guaranteed and is subject to change.

Ocean View
Lot in Belhaven at Roads End, 
Community Amenities, Close 
to the Roads End state park, 

Beach access & Miles of sandy 
beach.

  
MLS#20-2483  $178,500

3891 NW Hwy 101 
Lincoln City

541-994-9111
800-462-0197

Website: www.realestatelincolncity.com

Large Property
This is a fixer but there is 
a lot of room to make this 

house into a charmer, Older 
manufactured with several 

additions, Centrally located, 
Private back yard. 

MLS#20-1438  $192,988

Chalet Home
Character & charm exude 

from this chalet in the country, 
Close to beaches, Lake, 

Casino & all the amenities and 
services of Lincoln City.

MLS#20-2479  $209,900

ESTATE SALE
Thursday 1/21 through Saturday 1/23 

10am till 4pm
Sunday 1/24 10am - 2pm

Huge view home filled with treasures, nautical themed 
items, primitives, collectibles, fishing deep sea and river 
poles some vintage. Arrowheads and artifacts, rocks, 
stones, slabs, gems, 1960’s costume. Lots of basic 

household. More with photos to follow.

35230 Reddekopp Rd Pacific City 97135
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Answers for Last Week’s Puzzle

Answers for Last Week’s Puzzle

Answers for Last Week’s Puzzle

More Fun & Games
@ TheNewsGuard.com/games

3003 SW HWY 101
Lincoln City, OR

lcfl oorcovering@yahoo.com

Carpet, Vinyl, Laminates
Remnants & More

lincolncityfl oorcovering.com

CCB#174965

Over 30 years experience

FLOORING

PAINTING

WE PAINT WITH PRIDE
Licensed | Bonded | Insured  CCB# 165021

Free Estimates 541.994.3595 or 541.921.1102

Serving Lincoln County Since 2005
Interior & Exterior

All Phases of Painting
Pressure Washing

LLTTand Septic Tank Pumping
& Service

Chemical Toilet Rental and Service 
for All Occasions

Tillamook: (503) 842-7666 - Newport: (541) 265-9620
LINCOLN CITY: (541) 994-9950L2

03
17

Licensed & Bonded  CCB#40946 www.TandLSepticTank.com

SEPTIC SERVICES

DRAPERIES

BLINDS REPAIR

MARKETING

For all your Advertising and Marketing needs,
Contact Nicole Clarke at The News Guard

541-994-2178
• Print & Web Advertising • Ads on Social Media

• Web Design & Hosting

CALL A Professional
Get it done right 
– the first time.

REMODELING

PAUL MORGAN 
REMODELING

CCB#44627

Paulmorganremodeling@gmail.com
Depoe Bay to Pacifi c City

(541) 921-3999

Since 1982
• Full Renovations
• Kitchen • Bath 
• Additions

• Windows • Doors 
• Dry Rot Repair
• Siding

Quality - We will not compromise

More Fun & Games
@ TheNewsGuard.com/games

Public Notices
999

Public Notices
999

Public Notices
999

Public Notices
999

Public Notices
999

Public Notices
999

PLACE and 
PAY for your 
classified ads online at 
thenewsguard.com/
classifieds

    Days 
  a 
Week7  More Fun & Games

@ TheNewsGuard.com/games

Certified

*Independent

Mobile
Mechanic

30 Years
Experience

(801) 604-5023

MECHANIC
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The News Guard has several 
options for submitting 

obituaries:

•   Basic: Includes the 
person’s name, age, town of 
residency, and information 
about any funeral services. 
No cost.

•   Custom: Choice of 
length and wording. The 
cost is $75 for the first 200 
words, $50 for each addi-
tional 200 words. Includes 
a small photo at no addi-
tional cost.

•   Premium Obituary: Often 
used by families who wish to 
include multiple photos with a 
longer announcement, or who 
wish to run a thank-you. Cost 
varies based on the length of the 
announcement. 

All obituary announcements are 
placed on The News Guard’s 
website at no cost.

WRITE TO US:
Letters are limited to 250 
words and will be edited for 
grammar and spelling and 
may be edited to remove 
errors, unsubstantiated or 
irresponsible allegations or 
clarity. Letters containing 
details presented as facts 
rather than opinion must 
include sources. Letters not 
following this policy will not 
be published. All submissions 
must include full name, local 
street address and phone 
number. 
Submissions should 
be e-mailed to 
newsguardeditor@
countrymedia.net. By 
submitting a letter, writers 
also grant permission for 
them to be posted online. 
Opinions expressed on this 
page are the writer’s alone 
and do not represent the 
opinion of The News Guard 
or its parent company, 
Country Media, Inc.

ADVERTISING 
DEADLINES:
Advertising: Wednesday, 5 p.m.
Legals, Community news and 
listings: Thursday at 12 p.m.
Sports information and Let-
ters to the editor: Friday at 
noon.

POSTMASTER:
Send address changes to 
The News Guard, P.O. Box 
848, Lincoln City, OR 97367-
0848. Periodicals Postage paid 
at Lincoln City, OR 97367 and 
at additional mailing offices. 
© 2020 The News Guard.

Vol. 94 No. 2
USPS 388-100

Published Weekly by
Country Media Inc.
1818 NE 21st Street

Lincoln City, Oregon 
97367-0848

Phone: (541) 994-2178
Fax: (541) 994-7613

www.thenewsguard.com

Annual Subscription Rates:
	 $60.00 In-County
	 $80.00 out of County

Frank Perea II
Publisher

Max Kirkendall
Managing Editor

Nicole Clarke
Marketing Consultant

Lori Eberlein
Business Manager

OPINION/OBITUARY

This week Last week’s results
ONLINE POLL

Vote online at thenewsguard.com  
see how your opinion compares. 

Do you agree 
with the school 
district’s 
decision to send 
students back to 
classrooms next 
month?

Should the 
federal 
government 
approve a 
$2,000 per 
person stimulus 
package?

80% Yes 
20% No

q	 Yes
q	 No

NATIONAL SUICIDE PREVENTION LIFELINE
1-800-273-8255 | suicidepreventionlifeline.org

OREGON YOUTHLINE
877-968-8491 | Text “teen2teen” to 839863

Lincoln City’s largest and most trusted news source.

www.AEZLawOffice.com
541-994-7350

Jack A. Wray

St. Peter the Fisherman 
Lutheran Church
S.W. 14th & Highway 101

541-994-8793 stpeterlc@yahoo.com
www.stpeterthefishermanlcms.org

ZOOM Bible Class  
at 11:00 on Thursday

Sunday Worship 
at 10:30 A.M. 

Call the church for the link and the study

Everyone is welcome!

LINCOLN CITY
CHURCH OF

CHRIST
Christ Centered, Bible Directed,

Community Caring

Sunday Bible Study 9:30 AM
Wednesday Men's support 6 PM
Tuesday Ladies Bible Study 10 AM
Sunday worship 11:00 AM and
6:00 PM 

561 SW 29th, Lincoln City Or
97367 • 541-996-3320

www.lincolncitychurchofchrist.org
L20100

2160 NE Quay Pl, Lincoln City, Or 
97367 • 541-996-3320

www.lincolncitychurchofchrist.org
L52238

Sunday Bible Study 9:30 AM
Sunday Worship 11 AM and 6 PM
Tuesday Ladies Bible Study 10 AM
Thursday Night Support Group 6 PM

Ginna Lea Costa

Ginna Lea Costa of 
Lincoln City, Oregon passed 
away on December 22, 2020 
at Corvallis Hospital with 
heart computations. 

She was born in Colorado 
Springs Colorado on Novem-
ber 7, 1962. 

She is survived by her hus-
band, Mark Costa: daughter, 
Donnice Costa Whitebear, 
son-in-law, Molo Whitebear: 

son Keith Gibson, daughter-
in-law Vicki Gibson; mother, 
Babe Bogeart, two brothers, 
Roy and James Bogeart, seven 
grandchildren, many Aunts, 
Uncles, Cousins and lots of 
friends. 

A memorial service will be 
held later in the year. 

VOICES OF THE COMMUNITY
Appreciation

I will miss former 
mayor, Dick Anderson, 
and believe our city will 
be poorer as a result of his 
absence as mayor.  

He was an activist 
mayor constantly working 
for the betterment of our 
city. He was not a “figure-
head”. He contributed 
many unpaid hours and 
a great deal of energy to 
keep Lincoln City in good 
health.

I admire his optimistic 
attitude, his intelligence, 
non-stop work ethic and 
ability to craft thoughtful 
compromise while skill-
fully managing city busi-
ness meetings. His weekly 
coffee hours throughout 
the city was evidence of 
his accessibility to the 
public, transparency and 
accountability.

Thank you Dick Ander-
son.

Chester Noreikis,
Lincoln City

Response to Short 
Term Rentals

I am responding to Kelly 
Gresh’s recent letter to the 
editor regarding short term 
rentals.  

First of all I don’t con-
sider myself narrow-mind-
ed in objecting to the cur-
rent licensing of vacation 
rentals in Lincoln County, 
and I understand some of 
the additional taxes that 
are paid by these owners in 
taxes within the county. 

I’m not disputing the 
numbers she states regard-
ing the amount of dollars 
they bring into Lincoln 
County.  

I AM aware however of 
how few long term rentals 
the workers she mentions 
have available to the point 
that retail establishments 
have a very hard time fill-
ing vacancies as low wage 
earners can’t afford to live 
here.

She mentions having 
her house available to her 
in her retirement. I retired 
here to a quiet little com-
munity in Depoe Bay which 
is slowly becoming over run 
by vacation rentals. 

I can’t believe that two 
houses built behind me 
with seven bedrooms and 
four bathrooms in each are 
retirement homes for their 
owner.  

I’m not voicing my 
complaints from “rumors” 
and parroting issues I’ve 
heard about, but first hand 
experiences I’ve had over 
the past several years.  

People slowly walking 

by to stop and point at my 
house and stand there dis-
cussing it, people wander-
ing through my backyard, 
the beach toys that are 
purchased by renters only 
to be abandoned on the 
beach when they leave, the 
continual noise and trash 
remaining from fireworks 
that renters feel is not their 
responsibility to pick up, 
not to mention the dogs 
that are not on leashes and 
not picked up afterwards.   

My neighbors walk the 
beach almost every day 
and take a bag with them 
to pick up trash that they 
bring to their home and 
dispose of.  I’m not saying 
all renters are responsible 
for all of the trash, but I’m 
not aware of many renters 
doing this service.  

I’ve seen real estate ads 
for houses in my neighbor-
hood that say “This would 
make a great vacation 

rental home, “  even though 
our CC&R’s do not allow 
vacation rentals within our 
community.  

Not having sidewalks 
in our neighborhood, we 
frequently walk in the road-
way for exercise, and cars 
speed through to the rental 
properties without regard 
to those walking.  

Of one thing Ms. Gresh 
and I are in agreement.  I 
don’t believe that STR’s 
should be banned or 
eliminated within Lincoln 
County, but I do believe 
they need to be regulated 
to the point that they aren’t 
allowed everywhere and 
oversaturate neighbor-
hoods who have longed to 
have their “Mayberry RFD” 
neighborhood back as it 
was even 4-5 years ago.

Karen Nichols,
Depoe Bay

IN MEMORY Submission deadline for Obituaries is  
12 p.m. on the Friday before publication.
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Gomberg: 2021 session opening this week
Hello Friends, 
The 2021 regular or “long” 

legislative session will con-
vene on January 11, begin-
ning with swearing in for all 
newly elected or re-elected 
members. Late last week, 
House committee assign-
ments were announced.

I am pleased to be serving 
as House Vice-Chair for the 
Joint Committee on Ways and 
Means. This is the combined 
House and Senate committee 
that approves all state agency 

budgets for the two-year bien-
nium.

I will be Co-Chairing the 
budget subcommittee on 
Transportation and Economic 
Development as I have for 
the past three sessions. This 
committee approves spending 
for ODOT, Business Oregon, 
the Employment Division, 
Housing, OLCC, Veterans Af-
fairs, and Bureau of Labor and 
Industries.

I will be returning to the 
budget subcommittee on 

General Government. This 
committee hears budget re-
quests for the Department of 
Revenue, Administrative Ser-
vices, and approves spending 
for the Executive, Legislative, 
and Treasurer’s branches.

Finally, I have been ap-
pointed to a new committee 
on Wildfire Recovery which 
will focus on measures to 
rebuild after the September 
inferno.

This collection of assign-
ments will allow me to serve 

our coastal and coast range 
families, workers, and small 
businesses well.

On Tuesday, the Coastal 
Caucus met with its new 
members who will be sworn 
in next week. As you know, the 
Caucus includes House and 
Senate members from coastal 
districts. This group is one of 
the most successful examples 
of bi-partisan and bi-cameral 
cooperation in the Capital.

I am honored to share 
with you that this team of five 

republicans and two demo-
crats has asked me to serve as 
Chair for the next two years. 
Senator-Elect Dick Anderson 
has been named Vice-Chair.

On Monday, I’ll be travel-
ing to Salem for the official 
opening of the 2021 session. 
Most work for the first two 
months will be conducted 
remotely. Hopefully by April, 
your Capitol will begin to 
re-open.

Warm Regards,
Rep. David Gomberg
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School
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COURTESY IMAGE

The Oregon State Police 
with help from the Clacka-
mas County Sheriff’s office 

releaesed this sketch of 
the child who was found 

deceased in north Lincoln 
County on Dec. 10.

Police Blotter
The police blotter relates 

the public record of incidents 
as reported by the Lincoln 
City Police. All individuals 
arrested or charged with a 
crime are presumed in-
nocent until proven guilty. 
Information printed is 
preliminary and subject to 
change.

LINCOLN CITY POLICE 
DEPARTMENT

MONDAY, JAN. 4
10:01 a.m. Theft, 6107 

NE Oar Dr. Subject at LCPD 
reported a theft of gift card 
funds, card number had 
been compromised. 

10:12 a.m. Abandoned 
Vehicle, 200 Blk SE Oar Ave. 
1997 black Isuzu towed by 
Lincoln City Towing. 

TUESDAY, JAN. 5
12:05 a.m. Extra Patrol/

Suspicious Activity, 1345 
NW Harbor Ave. Extra patrol 
request due to subject seen 
trying sliding glass door 
and walking around the 
property. Photos of subject 
received and property owner 
would like to press charges. 
Suspect later located at 
Nauti Mermaid Bar. They 
were cited and released for 
Trespass II and Attempted 
Burglary II. 

4:08 a.m. Disturbance, 
2945 NW Hwy 101, Inn at 
Wecoma. Report of dis-
turbnace in room. Female 
needed medical. Suspect 
take into custody for Assault 
IV - Domestic. Transported 
to LCPD.

9:23 a.m. Graffiti, 1000 
SE Hwy 101, Goodwill. 
Caller reported additional 
graffiti at location. ‘ACAB’ in 
red on east side of emer-
gency access and ‘BLM’ in 

white on green PP&L box on 
the property. 

9:52 a.m. Abandoned 
Vehicle, NE Johns Ave./
NE 4600 Blk. 2002 black 
Hyundai towed by Car Care 
Towing. 

1:38 p.m. Theft, 1609 NW 
30th St. Caller reported theft 
of 32’ Roku Smart TV.

10:22 p.m. Theft, Lincoln 
City. Phone report on theft. 

11:26 p.m. Shoplift, 4101 
NW Logan Rd., Safeway. 
Report of male and female 
stealing items from the 
store. Both subjects contact-
ed and taken into custody 
for Theft and False Informa-
tion. One suspect also had 
a misdemeanor warrant 
out of Lincoln County and 
felony warrant for a parole 
violation. Both subjects 
cited and released for Theft 

II.

WEDNESDAY, JAN. 6
4:42 a.m. Disturbance, 

3430 NE Hwy 101, Ashley 
Inn. Original call to 911 
from location. Callback to a 
female who answered and 
sounds from a male were 
heard in the background 
saying she was hurting him 
and hurting herself. Male 
taken into custody for As-
sault IV - Domestic, Harass-
ment. Transported to LCPD. 

9:32 a.m. Assist on Arrest/
Warrant Arrest, 1102 SW 
Coast Ave., Canyon Drive 
Park. Subjects contacted in 
restrooms of location after 
report of possible emergency. 
Misdemeanor warrant con-
firmed out of Lincoln County 
for Trespass, possession of 
meth. Subject cited and re-
leased with date to appear. 

7:24 a.m. Theft, 1500 SE 
East Devils Lake Rd., Outlet 
Mall. Report of damage to 
Pepsi vending machine at 
location with funds stolen.

3:57 p.m. POH, 3910 NE 
Hwy 101, Pig N Pancake. 
Original report of physical 
disturbance in the parking 
lot of location. Parties sepa-
rated, involved male taken to 
hospital. 

4:59 p.m. Crash, 3327 
NW Hwy 101. Report of a 
single vehicles crash into the 
median. No injuries. 

5:39 p.m. Theft, 2945 NW 
Hwy 101. Nintendo Switch 
stolen around Dec. 30. 

THURSDAY, JAN. 7
9:34 a.m. Animal, 1541 

SE 3rd St. Report that a pit-

bull in a van in the parking 
lot bit someone and they 
went to the hospital. 

11:29 a.m. Theft, 1834 
NE 7th Dr. Report of theft 
of drills and miscellaneous 
hand tools from his truck. 

12:46 p.m. Theft, 2159 
NW Hwy 101. Employee 
reported a theft at Imagine 
That. 

4:16 p.m. Arrest, 2133 
NW Inlet Ave. Suspect 
cited and released on LCPD 
warrant charging intimida-
tion after a report of them 
refusing to leave the Nordic 
Motel.

10:27 p.m. Disturbance, 
1415 NW 31st Pl. Report of 
possible disturbance at loca-
tion. Juvenile was knocking 
on doors, asking for help. 
Mother transported to hos-
pital for medical issue.

Retaining Rip Rap Walls
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Yearly Fire Protection Program

503-856-2886 
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Beyond
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18 except that Lincoln County had that aw-
ful surge which, sadly, may happen again 
post-holiday break. Let’s hope not.

“What is clear is that COVID is not 
being spread in our schools but in our 
community. This is true across the nation. 

Many other states have children back al-
ready in person and our Governor is com-
mitted to having Oregon’s students back in 
school, too.”

Gray said that on Jan. 19 the Gov. Brown 
is expected to give Oregonians another 

health and safety update. LCSD is not 
planning to make any changes to their plan 
until then, if any at all.

“Our plan is to bring students back in 
early February,” Gray said. “The caveat to 
this is that if things go really badly for the 

county and something else comes out on 
Jan. 19, we will have to address that. Hav-
ing said that, our plan moving forward is 
to bring students back in early February. 
The district will be spending the next four 
weeks planning for K-12 Hybrid.”

OSP said they will not be 
releasing anything regarding 
the nature of child’s death, 
nor will they release what 
was found at the scene.

Fox told The News Guard 
last week that their agency 
has received over 100 tips 
regarding the case but so far, 
OSP does not have any solid 
leads to follow. Fox called 
this a ‘priority case’ as OSP 
has had more than six dif-
ferent Major Crimes Detec-
tives working the case. 

OSP released a sketch 
of the victim last week 
courtesy of the Clackamas 

County Sheriff’s Office in 
hopes of identifying the 
child. The race or ethnic 
origin of the child has yet to 
be determined according to 
OSP, but DNA analysis is not 
complete. 

Due to the condition 
of the remains the victim 
had likely been deceased at 
least 30 days before she was 
discovered and Fox said last 
week that OSP is unsure of 
when the full DNA results 
will be come back. 

“DNA will take time,” 
Fox said. “OSP collected the 
sample, that sample then 

has to be sent to a private 
lab that will do genetic ge-
nealogy and phenotyping.”

Fox said OSP has been 
working closely with the 
National Center for Missing 
and Exploited Children from 
the start of the case in hopes 
of finding a potential match. 
The center has about 700 
cases of unidentified chil-
dren remains from across 
the country, including nine 
in Oregon, The Oregonian 
reported last week. Howev-
er, Fox said no connections 
have been made.

If you have any infor-

mation that might help 
investigators in identifying 
this child, please call 800-
442-0776 or *OSP (*677).

“One way we can keep 
each other healthy, support 
our health care workers 
and get Oregon back on 
its feet is to get vaccinated 
against COVID-19,” Austen 
said. “When we get vac-
cinated, we slow the surge 
to help our nurses, doctors, 
schools, fellow community 
members and businesses.”

Austen said the county 
is nearly finished with 
vaccinated first respond-
ers and are now moving to 
others in Phase 1a. 

Examples for Phase 1a 
include, but are not limited 
to: 

• Group 1: Hospitals; 
urgent care; skilled nursing 
and memory care facility 
health care providers and 
residents; tribal health pro-
grams; emergency medi-
cal services providers and 
other first responders. 

• Group 2: Other long-
term care facilities and con-
gregate care sites, including 
health care providers and 
residents; hospice pro-
grams; mobile crisis care 
and related services; indi-

viduals working in a cor-
rectional setting; personnel 
of group homes for children 
or adults with intellectual 
and developmental dis-
abilities. 

• Group 3: Outpatient 
settings serving specific 
high-risk groups; in home 
care; day treatment servic-
es; non-emergency medical 
transportation. 

• Group 4: Health care 
personnel working in 
other outpatient and public 
health settings, School em-
ployees including teachers, 
support staff and daycare. 

The county is working 
daily to distribute all the 
vaccine they get from the 
State of Oregon. Right now, 
the state determines how 
many doses of the vaccine 
they will get, so that limits 
how fast they can distribute 
and vaccinate.

Austen said Phase 1B 
might start in the next few 
weeks and will include 
people age 75 years and 
older and frontline essen-
tial workers. Phase 1C will 
include people age 65 and 

older, adults with high-risk 
medical conditions and 
other essential workers. Fi-
nally, Phase 2 will be open 
to all people in the commu-
nity. Public Health will do 
extensive outreach as they 
get closer to each of these 
phases. 

“We understand that 
some people may be ner-
vous about the COVID-19 
vaccines, this is totally 
reasonable,” Austen noted. 
“Fortunately, research-
ers have been working on 
vaccines for the corona-
virus family for years, so 
they did not have to start 
from scratch. As research-
ers have been working 
intensely to develop and 
test the vaccine, they have 
been transparent in sharing 
data, holding live hearings 
and pausing trials when 
it’s been important to 
slow down. Vaccine mak-
ers have also pledged that 
they would not seek FDA 
approval until phase 3, the 
final phase, of testing is 
done.”

Austen said knowing 

that has given Public Health 
‘trust and confidence’ in 
the vaccination. Public 
Health is also encouraging 
the community to get up 

to date on all vaccinations 
including the seasonal flu 
shot. 

“By staying updated 
on immunizations, we can 

make sure our sacrifice and 
efforts to fight COVID-19 
keep everyone safe,” Austen 
said.

COVID-19
From page A1

K9 Ready For Duty
COURTESY PHOTO

After six weeks of intense 
training, Officer Molly Weh-
rley and K9 Nato received 
their certification from the 
Basic Patrol K9 Program 
on December 30, 2020, 
and are now out patrolling 
the streets of Lincoln City. 
Officer Wehrley noted that 
she is honored to be one of 
only a handful of female 
K9 Handlers in the state of 
Oregon.
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Samaritan welcomes first baby of the new year
COMMUNITY

COURTESY PHOTO

Baby Rogan Michael Baca is snuggled by his parents, Taryn 
Fortin and Bryan Baca.
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Rain driven by a south wind hit 
the hospital window, but newborn 
Rogan Michael Baca was snug in his 
Oregon State University attire and 
safe in his parents’ arms.

Born at 9:35 p.m. on Saturday, 
Jan. 2, Rogan was the first baby to be 
born at Samaritan Pacific Communi-
ties Hospital in 2021, and the first to 

be born to parents Taryn Fortin and 
Bryan Baca.

The couple, who live in Toledo, 
said the hospital staff was amazing 
during Taryn’s labor, delivery and re-
covery. Rogan was due on Dec. 26 but 
waited a week to be born. Even after 
labor was induced, it was necessary 
to have a cesarean section, which was 
performed by OB/GYN physician B. 

Edward Yanke, DO.
Taryn said Rogan wasn’t eager to 

come out, but he weighed a healthy 
8 pounds, 1 ounce and was 21 inches 
long at birth.

“We knew Rogan would be either a 
Christmas baby or a New Year’s baby,” 
Bryan Baca said. Both he and Taryn 
have extended family close by eager 
to welcome the new family home.

OCCC announces fall honor roll
THE NEWS GUARD

The Fall Term of 2020 was 
unlike any that has come 
before.

“Despite this challenging, 
unusual term, our students 
persevered,” said OCCC Presi-
dent Dr. Birgitte Ryslinge. “Our 
faculty and staff were awed by 
the dedication and resilience 
our OCCC Sharks exhibited 
day after day, week after week, 
throughout the Fall.”

Honor Roll: 3.25-3.49

Seth Bodtke
Allene Brennan
Danielle Clark
Allison Cleland
Barbara Culbertson
Rayanne Damrow
Shaneon Dinwoodie
Jenny Elmore
Harmony George
Kristen King
Darius King
Patricia Majeski
Veronica Mendoza
Phillip Miller
Anastasia Montano
David Potter
Ellana Taylor
Samuel Watson
Jade Weber
Connor Willeford
Mindy Wyles

Dean’s List: 3.5-3.74

Madison Berry
Tanaya Brown
Hailey Dalke
Brandy Ebert-Ketcher
Jayme Elmore
Harley Engen
Jessica Fantroy
Flor Isela Gaspar Marquez
Shelby Johnston
Sharon Kang
Zachary Kegley
Abigail Krupar
Melissa MacDonald
Jacob Martin
Xitlali Mason
Kaylani McMillan
Rebecca Meisner
Leslie Melo Lira
Naphtali Meyer
Desirea Nickerson
Avarie Owens
Yeliel Rinehart
Ashley Rodriguez
Micah Rosas
Savannah Russo
Kelly Stinson
Tristan Sudborough
Cierra Topete
Amelia Valentine
Isabella Vick
Emily Welch-Russell
Aldona Williams

President’s List: 3.75-4.0

Tessa Adamson
Olivia Anderson
Hailey Baker
Diana Ayllin Baltazar -
Gonzalez

Amanda Barnhart
Christina Baskett
Evangeline Benham
Larenda Bennett
Rebekah Bina
Sara Birman
Emily Bjornsgard
Shannon Blackburn
Chyanna Blackburn
Cassandra Brandt
Emily Braunstein
Melissa Campana
Julia Clemens
Jacob DeVries
Savannah Duncan
Gracee Esquivel
Elizabet Estrada Cornejo
Angelina Felix Cantua
Mahala Fisher
Kimberly Fisher
Sally Flatt
Jessica Flores Martinez
Michelle Fortin
Shannon Foster
Robert Gaskins
Ira Gray
Melissa Hernandez-
Pacheco
Jennifer Highland
Celia Ifran
Ashlee Johnson
Quinton Jones
Cora Kehr
Ariel Kramer
William Kunde
Kortney Kurmins-Hahn
Rita Latta
Crystal Linenko
Leta Main
Nikki Martinez

Guadalupe Martinez-
Galicia
Jamie Martinson
Tayler McAlpine
Joshua McAvoy
Luke McCarthy
Renee Mooney
Elva Noriega
Kaycie Otis
Christopher Parker
Jennifer Margarette -
Parker
Julia Portaro
Adam Potter
Eric Power
Samantha Raines
Ashly Reed
Taya Riley
Alejandra Rosales Cortes
Tanya Russell
Ethan Schutze
Kaitlyn Schwab
Ronald Shearer
Lauren Smith
Nicholas Spangler
Gage Stephensen
Tiffany Stewart
Ramon Topete
Joselyn Trujillo Teodoro
Cameron Vasquez
Shirley Vaughn
Shirley Vaughn
Jason Velazquez
Reece Williams
Amanda Williams
William Wood
Brenn Woodman
Kristen Woolery
Janet Zamorano Moreno
Alexis Zuercher

Chinook Winds 
reopens Friday

MAX KIRKENDALL
newsguardeditor@country-
meida.net

On Dec. 1, the Siletz Tribal 
Council made the decision 
to shut down Chinook Winds 
Casino Resort (CWCR) due to 
the COVID-19 pandemic.

Lincoln County experi-
enced a surge in virus cases 
in late November and CWCR 
also dealt with a workplace 
outbreak of at least 10 people, 
according to Lincoln County 
Public Health.

However, after six weeks of 
closure, the Siletz Tribal Coun-
cil has made the decision to 
reopen CWCR with increased 
safety measures in place. Chi-
nook Winds will open to the 
public at 10 a.m. on January 
15, 2021. 

“We know this is a chal-

lenging time for our communi-
ty and team members. We took 
time to ensure a safe reopen-
ing. We are ready to welcome 
all those who feel safe to visit”, 
said Michael S. Fisher, General 
Manager. 

The casino will have modi-
fied hours to allow for daily 
cleaning and disinfecting of 
the property. The Executive 
Management team is regularly 
reviewing local coronavirus 
data and trends to provide 
recommendations to the 
Tribal Council as the situation 
changes.

Safety protocols include: 
no smoking on all properties, 
limited capacity, face coverings 
required, temperature checks 
at the entrance and more. 

See a full list of the proto-
cols at thenewsguard.com.
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