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Complaint against school superintendent under investigation
MICHAEL HEINBACH
Country Media, Inc.

The Oregon Government 
Ethics Commission is in-
vestigating a complaint filed 
against Majalise Tolan, Lin-
coln County School District 
superintendent, after the com-
mission voted unanimously to 
do so in early October follow-
ing a preliminary review.

The commission met Oct. 

6 and opted 
to further an 
investigation 
into a com-
plaint filed in 
late July by 
Tamara Moore, 
the mother 
of a former 
LCSD student, 
less than four 

weeks after Tolan began her 
role succeeding Karen Gray 

as LCSD superintendent. The 
formal complaint alleges To-
lan violated Oregon Govern-
ment Ethics law by promoting 
a book she co-authored, pub-
lished in early 2022, while on 
school district-funded travel.

The OGEC has 180 days 
from Oct. 6 to decide if Tolan 
violated the following Ore-
gon Revised Statutes:

ORS 244.040(1), which 
prohibits a public official 

from using or attempting to 
use the official’s position 
to obtain a financial benefit 
or avoid financial detriment 
for the official, a relative or 
household member, or a busi-
ness with which any of them 
are associated.

ORS 244.020(1) and (13), 
which define a conflict of in-
terest as any action, decision 
or recommendation taken by 
a public official that would or 

could financially impact that 
public official, their relative, 
or a business with which the 
official or their relative is as-
sociated.

Tolan’s statement 

After Tolan immediately 
referred an initial inquiry ear-
lier last week into the matter 
to Susan Schuytema, LCSD 
communications specialist, 

The News Guard received 
the following statement from 
the school district on Tolan’s 
behalf.

“In response to the Or-
egon Government Ethics 
Commission’s decision to do 
a full investigation related to 
a book I co-authored, I want 
to assure the public that I take 
these concerns seriously and 

Majalise
Tolan

Standoff ends peacefully
JEREMY C. RUARK
Country Media, Inc.

A usually quiet neighbor-
hood in south Lincoln City 
filled with law enforcement 
officers following a report of 
a disturbance than evolved 
into a tense standoff.

Lincoln City Police De-
partment (LCPD) officers 
responded to the reported 
disturbance and possible hos-
tage situation at a residence 
in the 4900 block of SE Keel 
in Lincoln City, at approxi-
mately 11:57 a.m. Wednes-
day, Nov. 1.

“It was reported that sev-
eral persons inside the resi-
dence had barricaded them-
selves inside a room away 
from a suspect who was 
threatening to harm them with 
edged weapons,” LCPD Lt. 
Jeffrey Winn said. “Once of-
ficers arrived, they made en-
try into the residence and the 
suspect had quickly retreated 
to an upstairs room and bar-
ricaded himself inside while 
threatening to kill officers if 
they came after him.”

Winn said the officers 
took the opportunity to escort 
the three victims out of the 
house to safety.

Officers secured the pe-

rimeter around the house as 
additional units from the Lin-
coln County Sheriff’s Office 
(LCSH) arrived to assist, in-
cluding a certified crisis ne-
gotiator who began talking 
with the suspect.

“Some of the surrounding 
neighbors had left the area, 
and we advised others to shel-
ter in their homes for their 
safety,” Winn said.

The negotiator attempted 
to talk the suspect, who was 
identified as 20-year-old Al-
bert A. Fletemier Brown of 
Lincoln City, into peacefully 
surrendering.

Additional resources were 
requested, and members of 
Oregon State Police SWAT 
unit responded to the location. 
After briefing the OSP team, 
they took control, and their 
crisis negotiator began talking 
with Fletemier Brown.

“At about 4:55 p.m. after 
several hours of dialog with 
Fletemier Brown by both 
the Lincoln County Sheriff’s 
Office negotiator and then 
the OSP negotiation team, 
Fletemier Brown peacefully 
surrendered and was taken 
into custody without injury,” 
Winn said.

Lincoln City Police Of-
ficers transported Fletemier 

Brown to the Lincoln County 
Jail where he was lodged on 
the following charges:

Attempted Kidnap in the 
second degree

Domestic Menacing
Domestic Harassment
Domestic Strangulation
Two counts of Menacing, 

Unlawful Use of a Weapon
Interfering with Police Of-

ficers.
“LCPD expressed grati-

tude to the Lincoln County 
Sheriff’s Office and the Ore-
gon State Police SWAT unit 
for their valuable assistance 
in bringing this incident to 
a to a peaceful conclusion,” 
Winn said. “We also thank 
North Lincoln Fire & Rescue 
and Pacific West Ambulance 
for standing by during the in-
cident to provide medical as-
sistance if needed.

Winn also thanked the 
neighbors in the area of the 
standoff.

“Thank you to all the 
neighbors affected or incon-
venienced during the incident 
for their patience and under-
standing and allowing law 
enforcement to work to bring 
this incident to a peaceful 
conclusion without any inju-
ries to the suspect, the public, 
or any officers,” Winn said.

Jeremy C. Ruark / Country Media, Inc. 
Members of the Oregon State Police SWAT Team assess the standoff situation. See more 
photos with this story at the newsguard.com

Jeremy C. Ruark / Country Media, Inc.
Members of the Oregon State Police SWAT Team move toward the standoff scene. See 
more photos with this story at the newsguard.com

Helping Hands Outreach Center ready to serve Lincoln City 
JEREMY C. RUARK
Country Media, Inc.

The $3 million Lincoln 
City Helping Hands Outreach 
Center is ready to serve the 
community.

The Center, located at 
3454 NE Highway 101, will 
provide navigation services, 
low-barrier emergency shel-
ter, and a long-term reentry 
program for the people in 
the community experiencing 
homelessness.

“It means that the city 
council has listened to the 
community, addressed their 
needs, and moved forward 
with bold ideas,” Lincoln 
City Councilor Judy Casper 
said. “This is a good contri-
bution to help people mov 
forward with their lives and to 
become productive citizens. 
It is so exciting.”

“This project has tak-
en much longer to come to 
fruition then we expected,” 
Lincoln City Councilor Rick 
Mark said. “It has been a big 
investment by Lincoln City, 
by the county and by outside 
funding sources. This build-
ing has been converted into 
an incredible structure with 
the capacity to serve dozens 
of people needing transitional 
housing.”

Mark also said he under-
stands the concerns some in 
the community have about 
the center located near resi-

dential housing.
“Any building that we use 

is going to be near residential 
housing, so we can’t get away 
from that,” he said. “Helping 
Hands has a great reputation 
with many years of expe-
rience of having regard for 
community safety and they 
have had great success.”

Mark added that he was 
“sold” on Helping Hands af-
ter former Lincoln City Po-
lice Chief Jerry Palmer polled 
each of the police chiefs in 
communities where Helping 
Hands was working.

“He got rave reviews 
about how amazing they were 
in fitting into the commu-
nities, so that’s a real plus,” 
Mark said.

Lincoln County Com-
missioner Claire Hall also 
praised the Hope Center es-
tablishment.

“It is going to provide 
vitally needed shelter and 
services to some of our most 
vulnerable residents,” Hall 
said. “This organization is so 
solid, so well-[equipped their 
coming to Lincoln City and 
the county, it is a God-sent.”

Helping Hands Founder 
Alan Evans said the Lincoln 
City center is patterned after 
a specific successful formula.

“We started in Seaside 
with a nine-bed facility and 
now we have 11 facilities in 
five Oregon counties,” Ev-
ans said. “We bring a model 
to each of the communities 

to hear people’s stories and 
customize a plan to navigate 
from the obstacles they face 
to reenter society,” he said. 
“That’s helped our growth, 
that we are a person-centered 
organization. The fact that 
we are now bringing a fully 
functional navigation center 
to this community, will give 
people more options to past 
those obstacles.” 

Evans said his organiza-
tion is not discounting the 
fear that some in the commu-
nity may have about such a 
facility. 

“There are people here 
that are addicted, that have 
mental health issues, and 
there is a level of communi-
ty fear here, but once people 

understand how we work, and 
how we do what we do, even-
tually, nay-sayers become 
supporters,” Evans said. 

For the past few months, 
Hope Center Facility Director 
Ashley Cushing has been an 
integral part of finalizing the 
work to open the facility.

“I’m so excited to be 
opening up the doors to the 
Lincoln City Hope Center at 
the LeRoy Benham Campus,” 
Cussing said. “There can be 
many challenges living in a 
rural community, having a 
safe place to sleep should not 
be one of them. We plan to 
offer complete wrap-around 
services that are targeted to 
the population that we serve; 

by collaborative partnerships 
with several local programs 
that will have the ability to re-
fer individuals and families to 
our emergency shelter. I want 
to personally thank everyone 
who believes in our mission. 
We are so thankful for past, 
present, and future support!”

Background

Helping Hands first 
opened a facility in Lincoln 
County in 2006, that includ-
ed a men’s shelter and later a 
women’s shelter. In 2019, the 
opportunity to partner with 
the community in a closer 

Jeremy C. Ruark / Country Media, Inc.
Community members and Hope Center staff gather for a photo outside the new facility in 
Lincoln City. See more photos with this story at the newsguard.com.

Jeremy C. Ruark / Country Media, Inc.
Helping Hands Founder Alan Evans, right center, points to 
the ribbon during a ceremony launching the opening of the 
Hope Center in Lincoln City. 

See  TOLAN, Page 11

See  CENTER, Page 10
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Coast Moment

COMMUNITY CALENDAR

Dennis Regen
541-992-2177

 Oceanfront Condo
Lincoln City,  3 bed/ 2.5 ba

beachfront condo with unobstructed views
of sandy beaches.

MLS # 23-1948   $1,199,900

Siletz Bay View home
Sprawling split level with ADU,

3 bed/ 3 ba  overlooking Siletz Bay.
MLS # 23-1720   Seller will consider offers

from $489,900 to $568,876 Debbie Williams
503-554-1190

 Paciic City Lot
Gorgeous pastoral view lot

with trail leading directly to the beach, 
could be a duplex or family's dream home.

MLS #23-562  $209,935
Ashley Doane
541-480-5290

Jeremy C. Ruark / Country Media, Inc.
Seagulls along the Oregon Coast. See more Coast Moments at thenewsguard.com.

Nov. 18 Cultural Plaza Activation Par-
ty and Ribbon Cutting

A free, family-friendly celebration for the 
Lincoln City Cultural Plaza, a 2.5 acre acces-
sible public space filled with public art, po-
etry, access and attractions for both residents 
and tourists to enjoy. The Cultural center is 
located at 540 NE Highway 101 in Lincoln 
City. The Cultural Center will be activating 
each space around the Plaza with music, 
dance, food, public art project, dedications, 
ribbon cuttings, from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. rain 
or shine. Free lunch, hot drinks, cookies and 
prizes. For more information, call the Lincoln 
City Cultural Center at 541-994-9994.

Nov. 18 Free Thanksgiving Dinner
Members of the Panther Creek Senior and 

Community Center will present their annual 
free Thanksgiving dinner from 4 p.m. until 6 
p.m. or when all the food is gone. Enjoy a 
traditional holiday dinner free with the dona-
tion of shelf-stable, non-expired food items 
for distribution to the needy at Christmas. 
The center is located at 655 Wayside Loop 
in the Panther Creek area of Otis. For more 
information, or directions, email pcsacc@
centurylink.net.

On Going

Music
Enjoy Singing? The Lincolnaires, an in-

formal singing group, meets every Tuesday 
from 10 a.m.to 11 a.m. at the Senior Center 
and is looking for more voices. Come and 
join us! For more information, contact Karen 
Nichols 541-669-1147.

Vets Lunch
Veterans Free Homemade Soup and Sand-

wich offered twice monthly from 12 p.m. to 2 
p.m. on the second and fourth Wednesdays at 
the Lincoln City B.P.O. Elks # 1886 located 
at 1350 S.E. Oar Avenue in Lincoln City.

Lincoln City Senior Center Events
Dementia Caregiver Support Group meets 

at 10 a.m. 1st and 3rd Thursdays.
Tai Chi 8:15 a.m. and 9:30 a.m. on Mon-

days and Wednesdays. No membership re-
quired. Donation to instructor suggested.

Folk Music Circle to begin meeting 
Thursdays at 5:30 p.m. beginning in April.

Weekly Walk on LCCC track. No charge 
or membership required. 10:30 a.m. Mon-
days.

Gray Whale habitat use and 
behavior off the Oregon Coast
 SUBMITTED

The Oregon Chapter of 
the American Cetacean So-
ciety monthly speaker series 
meeting via Zoom is sched-
uled for 10 a.m. on Saturday, 
Nov. 11. 

The Pacific Coast Feeding 
Group (PCFG) gray whales 
are unique in many ways; 
not only because they do 
not migrate to Arctic waters 
like most of the 16,000 gray 
whales in the Pacific Ocean 
do, but also what they feed 
on, how they feed, and the 
spatial strategies they use. 

By gaining insight into 
what factors may affect gray 
whale behavior and space use 
in their foraging habitat, we 
can better understand how 
individuals are being affected 
by a changing environment 
and anthropogenic impacts.

In this talk you will hear 
some brand-new results and 
ongoing analyses being con-
ducted by the Geospatial 
Ecology of Marine Mega-

fauna Lab at Oregon State 
University’s Marine Mam-
mal Institute about PCFG 
gray whale foraging tactics 
and differences in individual 
space use.

Presenters Clara Bird and 
Lisa Hildebrand are both PhD 
candidates in the Geospatial 
Ecology of Marine Mega-
fauna Lab at OSU’s Marine 
Mammal Institute under the 
supervision of Dr. Leigh Tor-
res. Bird is a behavioral ecol-
ogist who is originally from 
Michigan and earned her 
Bachelor of Science degree 
from Duke University, where 
she conducted research using 
drones on Adelie penguins, 
and humpback and minke 
whales. 

Hildebrand is a spatial 
ecologist originally from Ger-
many who earned her Bach-
elor of Science degree from 
Newcastle University and has 
worked with a number of ce-
tacean species as well as har-
bor seals and California sea 
lions.

The event is free and open 
to the public. You must regis-
ter to receive the Zoom link 
and password by 5 p.m. Fri-
day Nov. 10.

Register here: https://
us02web.zoom.us/meeting/
register/tZwsde6hrTMuHtH-
F L 0 p e A q F Y R f k N - Y K -
pOHGU The meeting will 
begin at 10 a.m., however you 
may log on beginning at 9:30 
a.m. to socialize.

The American Cetacean 
Society protects whales, dol-
phins, porpoises, and their 
habitats. The non-profit orga-
nization was founded in 1967 
and is headquartered in San 
Pedro, CA. Information on the 
ACS can be found on the web-
site at www.acsonline.org. 
You can also find us on Face-
book now at American Ceta-
cean Society-Oregon Chapter.

For more information, 
contact Joy Primrose, ACS 
Oregon Chapter President at 
marine_lover4ever@yahoo.
com or 541-517-8754.

Courtesy photo from OSU
In this talk, you will hear some brand-new results and ongoing analyses being conducted 
by the Geospatial Ecology of Marine Megafauna Lab at OSU’s Marine Mammal Institute 
about PCFG gray whale foraging tactics and differences in individual space use.
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Victims can sign up to 
receive automatic notifica-
tions regarding the transfer 
or release of adults in custody 
(AIC). 

Victim Information Sys-
tem in Oregon (VISOR) is 
the notification system that 
has replaced the previous 
notification system, Victim 
Information and Notification 
Everyday (VINE). Below is 
more information about VI-
SOR and how it can help keep 
you informed.

VISOR is a free, comput-
er-based service that allows 
you to check on an offend-
er’s custody status either in a 
county or state facility.

How do I use VISOR?
Register online at: Home 

(oregon.gov)
Email VISOR: visor@

doc.oregon.gov
Leave a voicemail for VI-

SOR: 888-749-8080
You may locate an AIC 

using basic information such 

as the name or offender num-
ber to search for the AIC you 
want to register for.

VISOR will give you the 
AIC’s custody information 
and invite you to register for 
free notification by phone 
call, email, or text if the status 
changes of the AIC

Click in the “search bar” 
where you can conduct a 
statewide search of offenders 
and register to receive notifi-
cations of a change in custody 
status of the offender: Home 
(oregon.gov)

How do I register with VI-
SOR?

You will need to provide:
A telephone number or 

email
Search for the AIC you 

want to register for
Choose a preferred notifi-

cation delivery method
You may create an account 

in VISOR if you wish. Creat-
ing an account will allow you 
to choose how and when you 
receive notifications, it will 
allow you to view recent no-
tifications that were sent to 

you, allow you to change your 
personal information, and al-
low you to unregister.

You also have the option 
to remain anonymous when 
registering instead of creating 
an account.

Important VISOR Facts

VISOR will send you a 
notification when the AIC 
you registered for is released, 
transferred, escapes, or is de-
ceased.

All registrations and per-
sonal information with VI-
SOR are, and will remain, 
confidential.

You may register more 
than one phone number or 
email.

Do not depend on the VI-
SOR service as your only pro-
tection. If you feel you may 
be at risk, take precautions 
as if the offender has already 
been released.

For more information and 
tips visit www.lincolncounty-
sheriff.net 
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SHERIFF’S TIPS OF THE WEEK
Sign up for automatic alerts

2733 NW HWY 101, Lincoln City
Call for Reservations 541.996.1007

Closed for lunch Wednesday & Thursday
OPEN Friday + Saturday + Sunday

11:30 a.m. - 3 p.m. and
5-9 p.m. 

Full menu also available

Smaller plates served with choice of
soup or salad and dessert

Featuring
Early Bird Specials

Smaller Plates & Set Menu Selections

Choose From
3 Select Menu Items $21.95
4 Select Menu Items $29.95

Introducing
Light Meals Served

Wednesday & Thursday
4:30 p.m. - 6:30 p.m.

Courtesy photo 
Domestic violence is behavior that one partner uses to control the other, according to the 
audit. It can include physical, sexual, and emotional abuse, as well as threats and economic 
control.

‘Breaking the Cycle’ 
of domestic violence
STAFF REPORT
Country Media, Inc.

Oregon needs an integrat-
ed, over-arching strategy to 
best combat domestic vio-
lence, according to the Ore-
gon Audits Division. 

The division has released 
an advisory report assessing 
Oregon’s role in addressing 
this issue and offering sugges-
tions for improvement

Definition

Domestic violence is be-
havior that one partner uses to 
control the other, according to 
the audit. It can include phys-
ical, sexual, and emotional 
abuse, as well as threats and 
economic control. Nation-
wide, 1 in 3 women, and 1 in 
4 men, have been physically 
abused by an intimate part-
ner. In Oregon, over a third of 
adults experience domestic vi-
olence in their lifetimes.

“Domestic violence is 
pervasive, immensely harm-
ful, and often fatal,” Oregon 
Audits Director Kip Mem-
mott said. “This is an area 
where state government can 
do more to help. As auditors, 
we are uniquely positioned to 
provide state leaders with in-
formation and offer potential 
solutions on critical issues of 
public health and safety.”

Because domestic vio-
lence seeps into every aspect 
of a victim’s life, Memmott 
said services to help must be 
similarly wide-ranging: emer-
gency housing, assistance 
navigating the legal system, 
childcare, mental health care, 
and more. 

Memmott said services to 
prevent domestic violence in 
the first place are critical. It 
is equally important victims 
and survivors are able to pro-
tect themselves from abuse 
that has already occurred by 
quickly and easily accessing 
the wide-ranging services that 
are available. However, multi-
ple barriers stand in the way of 
access.

What the review found

Victims and survivors 
face multiple barriers to ac-

cessing community services 
and navigating the justice 
system. Systemic social wel-
fare issues, such as the lack of 
available housing or access to 
services like childcare, men-
tal health care, and legal as-
sistance often translate to 
urgent unmet needs for do-
mestic violence victims.

Oregon advocates report 
fragmented and under-re-
sourced social services and 
complex criminal and civil 
justice systems contribute to 
access issues. Domestic vio-
lence service providers face 
high administrative burdens, 
staffing issues, and challeng-
es expanding equitable out-
reach, prevention, and inter-
vention services.

Oregon lacks a central-
ized, statewide response to 
domestic violence and does 
not strategically address risks 
through statewide data-in-
formed prevention, mitiga-
tion, or intervention-related 
action. Oregon could do more 
to coordinate strategies, share 
data, and effect change across 
otherwise siloed agency and 
organizational responses.

Oregon’s role in ad-
dressing domestic violence, 
according to Memmott, is 
largely administrative and 
financial. State agencies 
pass through federal funds, 
including funding from the 
Violence Against Women Act 
and the Victims of Crime Act, 
and administer grants like the 
Oregon Domestic Violence 
and Sexual Violence Services 
Fund, aimed at communi-
ty-based organizations pro-
viding these critical services.

But the reliance on grants 
comes with substantial chal-
lenges, the audit summary 
states. According to advo-
cates, direct funding to vic-
tims is often most helpful, 
but those types of grants 
are limited. Rigid grant re-

quirements, including dic-
tating what the money can 
be spent on and reporting on 
outcomes, can stifle efforts 
of resource-strapped organi-
zations.

For example, federally 
funded temporary domestic 
violence assistance grants, 
a primary source of direct 
victim funding, only provide 
up to $1,200 over a 90-day 
period. They are also only 
available for individuals who 
qualify for the federal Tem-
porary Assistance for Needy 
Families program and who 
are either taking care of a 
minor child or currently preg-
nant. 

The grant was originally 
intended to help pay emer-
gency rent, but the amount 
hasn’t increased since 1997, 
making it insufficient to 
cover most current rent pay-
ments.

Because addressing do-
mestic violence requires an 
integrated approach, Oregon 
needs a similar over-arch-
ing strategy to be successful, 
Memmott said. Currently, 
many state agencies have 
roles to play. Unfortunately, 
there is no single state agency 
or entity responsible for co-
ordinating a comprehensive 
statewide response or mea-
suring the overall impact of 
ongoing efforts, she states.

Suggested solutions

Auditors have offered 
some suggested solutions. 

Policymakers in the state 
should consider developing a 
statewide strategy to central-
ize resources and gather data. 

Legislators could add 
stability by making flexible 
state funds permanent bud-
get items, including adjusting 
them for inflation, rather than 
addressing needs through 
one-time funding. 

Domestic violence is pervasive, immensely harmful, and 
often fatal. 

Kip Memmott, Oregon Audits Director
““

St. Augustine Catholic Church 
12th Street & Hwy 101, 1139 NW Hwy 101, Lincoln City

Nov. 10 & 11, 9 a.m. - 4 p.m.
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Klamath River Dam removals, restoration expected to help salmon
SEAN NEALON
News Guard Guest Article

The world’s largest dam 
removal and restoration proj-
ect currently underway on the 
Klamath River in Oregon and 
California will aid salmon 
populations that have been 
devastated by disease and 
other factors. 

However, it will not ful-
ly alleviate challenges faced 
by the species, a team of 
researchers conclude in a 
just-published paper.

“The dam removals will 
likely go a long way towards 
restoring balance in the riv-
er,” said Sascha Hallett, a fish 
parasitologist at Oregon State 
University who has studied 
the river for two decades. 
“Certainly under certain cir-
cumstances there are going 
to be disease outbreaks, like 
with people and pathogens. 
But we envision that they are 
not going to be as large and 
not going to be as frequent 
as we have observed in the 
past.”

Michael Belchik, a fish-
eries biologist with the Yurok 
Tribe in California and co-au-
thor of the paper, said he 
thinks there will be noticeable 
gains for fish shortly after the 
dams are removed.

“I think you are going to 
see fish accessing new habitat 
right away, and that is going 
to be a cause for celebration,” 
said Belchik, who has worked 
for the Tribe since 1995.

In the paper, published 
in Frontiers in Ecology and 
Evolution, Hallett and a team 
of researchers from Oregon 
State, Tribes in Oregon and 
California, and state and fed-
eral agencies outlined their 
predictions for salmon disease 
risk in the Klamath River fol-
lowing the removal of four 

hydroelectric dams. They also 
provide post-dam removal re-
search and monitoring recom-
mendations and insights to aid 
habitat restoration efforts.

One of the four dams was 
removed earlier this year, and 
the other three are slated to be 
taken down in early 2024. Re-
moval of the dams will result 
in restoration of habitat orig-
inally altered more than 100 
years ago with construction of 
the first dam.

The Klamath River runs 
more than 250 miles from 
Oregon’s high desert inte-
rior through the Cascade 
Mountains before entering 
the Pacific Ocean in northern 
California. It has broad eco-
logical, cultural, recreational 
and economic relevance. The 
river was once the third larg-
est salmon-producing river on 
the West Coast. Those salmon 
served as the foundation of 
life and culture for Tribes liv-
ing along the river.

Construction of the dams 
in the early-to-mid-20th cen-
tury blocked access for salm-
on and other fish species to 
hundreds of miles of habitat 

and created barriers that led to 
increases in pathogens deadly 
to the fish.

This dynamic received 
widespread attention in 2002 
when there was a die-off of 
tens of thousands of chinook 
salmon in the Klamath Riv-
er. Shortly after this event, 
Jerri Bartholomew, an Ore-
gon State microbiologist who 
works with Hallett, started 
studying the Klamath River 
salmon.

Salmon health is impact-
ed by many factors, including 
stream-flow levels, water tem-
perature and pathogens. Bar-
thlomew and her colleagues 
focus on the pathogens.

They have spent the past 
20 years unraveling how a 
parasite known as Ceratono-
va shasta works in conjunc-
tion with an aquatic worm 
host, Manayunkia occidenta-
lis, which is smaller than an 
eyelash, to create conditions 
in the Klamath River that are 
deadly to salmon.

In the paper, research-
ers say that increased habitat 
availability and longer fish 
migration routes created by 

dam removals will increase 
duration of pathogen expo-
sure. However, restoration of 
the river’s natural flow will 
decrease fish disease risk by 
essentially flushing out the 
pathogens and unclogging 
a pathogen hot spot that has 
formed below the Iron Gate 
Dam, about five miles south 
of the California-Oregon bor-
der just east of Interstate 5. 
The dam is slated for removal 
in early 2024.

“There’s no question in 
my mind just the removal 
of these four dams will go a 
long way to knocking back 
that current infection zone by 
shifting things in terms of time 
and space where the hosts and 
parasites overlap,” said Julie 
Alexander, an aquatic ecolo-
gist who works with Hallett 
and Barthlomew.

She also cautioned that 
restoration efforts that will oc-
cur after dam removal need to 
be conducted thoughtfully.

“You don’t want to go and 
restore a section of river to 
encourage salmon to spawn 
somewhere we know there 
are worms because then you 
are going to create a hot spot,” 
Alexander said.

In addition to co-authors 
from the Yurok Tribe, authors 
of the paper include scientists 
at the Hoopa, Klamath and 
Karuk Tribes, Oregon De-
partment of Fish and Wildlife, 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
and the National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration.

The ongoing research by 
Oregon State and its partners 
has been supported by the 
U.S. Bureau of Reclamation. 
That includes a $4.5 million 
award earlier this year.

“Without this funding and 
without these groups contrib-
uting different pieces of the 
datasets, we would not have 

been poised at this time to 
capture that and be able to 
make predictions,” Hallett 
said. “Those two things are re-
ally important going forward 
to be able to inform short-
term and long-term manage-
ment actions as well as being 
able to inform ‘Was this major 

environmental change event 
successful?’”

Sean Nealon is a news ed-
itor at Oregon State Universi-
ty’s University Relations and 
Marketing Department. He 
may be reached at sean.neal-
on@oregonstate.edu.

 Courtesy photo from OSU
Aerial of the Klamath River.

Newport, two other ports to share investments
STAFF REPORT
Country Media, Inc.

Three Oregon ports, in-
cluding Newport, will share 
$36,489,508 in federal invest-
ments.

Oregon’s U.S. Senators 
Jeff Merkley and Ron Wyden, 
along with U.S. Represen-
tatives Suzanne Bonamici 
and Val Hoyle, announced 
the funding Nov. 1 for Asto-
ria, Coquille Indian Tribe’s 
Ko’Kwel Wharf, and New-
port.

“Ports play a crucial role 
in keeping the economies of 
Oregon and the entire Pacific 
Northwest running smooth-
ly—transporting goods, peo-
ple, and services throughout 
our region—and we rely on 
them to export our amazing, 
homegrown products around 
the world,” Merkley said. 
“This funding will provide 
crucial support to Astoria, the 
Coquille Indian Tribe, and 
Newport to improve existing 
infrastructure, increase stor-
age capabilities, and bolster 
security while improving op-
erational capacity for these 
critical ports.”

“Oregon’s ports produce 
jobs and act as economic 

linchpins for their communi-
ties as well as the entire state 
economy,” Wyden said. “I’m 
glad these three ports have se-
cured these significant feder-
al infrastructure investments 
to ensure they can keep ex-
porting our state’s world-re-
nowned products as well as 
generating economic oppor-
tunities for Newport, Astoria, 
the Coquille Indian Tribe and 
beyond.”

“Pier 2 West in Astoria is 
crucial to the region’s econo-
my, but the structure has been 
deteriorating over the years,” 
Bonamici said. “I’m thrilled 
that the Port of Astoria will 
receive close to $25.3 million 
from USDOT to make over-
due repairs to this essential 
infrastructure.”

“I’m thrilled that the Port 
of Newport will be receiving 
this important grant to up-

grade its port infrastructure,” 
Hoyle said. “This is exactly 
the type of support that the 
federal government should 
be providing to Oregon’s 
ports, which are essential for 
local jobs and businesses on 
the Oregon coast. I will con-
tinue to strongly support in-
vestment in Oregon’s coastal 
communities.”

This past spring, Merk-
ley, Wyden and Bonamici 
sent a letter to U.S. Maritime 
Administration urging their 
support for the Port of As-
toria’s rehabilitation project 
application as well as a letter 
of support from Merkley and 
Wyden for the Newport oper-
ational capacity project appli-
cation.

The federal investments 
come from the Fiscal Year 
2023 Port Infrastructure De-
velopment Program.

“The Port of Newport 
greatly appreciates the sup-
port of our Federal Legisla-
tors and the Maritime Admin-
istration for this investment 
in our International Termi-
nal,”  Port of Newport Exec-
utive Director Paula Miranda 
said. “We are also grateful for 
our state legislators, stake-
holders and community for 
years of investment in our 
terminal. This will allow us to 
expand our operational capac-
ity through the purchase of 
equipment and the improve-
ment of a nine-acre parcel 
for lay-down purposes. These 
enhancements make the Port 
more attractive to prospective 
customers and support eco-
nomic opportunity in Lincoln 
County.”

“The Port of Astoria is 
extremely grateful to be a re-
cipient of Port Infrastructure 
Development Program fund-
ing through MARAD for the 
rehabilitation of Pier 2 on the 
Astoria waterfront,” Port of 
Astoria Executive Director 
Will Isom said. “The seafood 
processing cluster on Pier 2 is 
vital to the Port, the City of 
Astoria and the entire region. 

These enhancements make the Port more attractive to 
prospective customers and support economic

opportunity in Lincoln County.

Paula Miranda, Port of Newport Executive Director 

““

See MONEY, Page 10



MICHELLE PIERSON 
YOUNG
News Guard Guest Column 

They say well-dressed 
people have more confidence 
so maybe it was the new shoes 
that gave me the boost to say 

in my accep-
tance speech, 
“I EARNED 
this. The things 
they say I did; 
I did do them, 
and it wasn’t 
always easy. 
So, thanks. 
I accept this 
award.”

I said this in 
a room full of people thanking 
everyone else. I’m into grati-
tude, I also thanked people, 
and I was also willing to do 
something that isn’t all that 
popular to do. I took credit for 
my own work.

Maybe it was the shoes 

or maybe I was inspired by 
Barbie in this summer’s hit, 
saying as she won the Nobel 
Peace Prize, “I’d like to thank 
me. I worked really hard for 
this.” Let’s be honest, it’s a 
gasp worthy thing to say in to-
day’s society, and I will admit 
even more suspect under the 
circumstances I said it.

The award I was so hon-
ored to receive, is for being in 
consistent support of women. 
The characteristics being cel-
ebrated were of a woman who 
is willing to stand behind oth-
er women, help her straighten 
her crown and applaud while 
she gets her attention. If I’m 
going to put it bluntly, it’s that 
as a woman, I’m clear I’m not 
competing with other women. 
So, when I’m on your team, 
we’re in it together.

The irony of this award is 
that while I’ve often longed 
for the spotlight, I’ve felt quite 
uncomfortable under it. It was 

about seven years of therapy 
talking to stand before wom-
en, there expressly to cele-
brate me, and be able to accept 
that I deserve to be celebrated.

When my daughter ex-
plained to her own little girl 
what the award was for, “Yaya 
goes around the world seeing 
beauty in other people, and 
then she teaches them how 
to see it in themselves,” my 
granddaughter responded, 
“I’m going to get that award 
someday.” (Insert Yaya’s 
beaming face here.)

When she gets that award 
or has any opportunity to ac-
cept credit where it’s due, 
I truly hope the world has 
grown comfortable with the 
fact that in order to see beau-
ty in others, we might want to 
practice accepting it in our-
selves.

Since I began taking credit 
for my good work, I have had 
the pleasure of receiving peo-

ple’s positive experiences of 
me. This, I’ve found, helps me 
see even more beauty in oth-
ers and thus the lovely circle 
expands.

Since you’re reading this, 
I’m going to give myself per-
mission to be your coach right 
now. I invite you to spend a 
few minutes giving yourself a 
few Atta-Girls, Atta-Boys, At-
ta-Yous. I’m wondering what 
kindnesses you bring into the 
world; what magic was set 
loose in the form of you.

Make a list, spend a mo-
ment, feel some good feels. 
And if you’re feeling saucy, 
relax back for a moment and 
let yourself sip on the award 
of knowing, “I earned this.” 
Mic. Drop. Sparkly shoes op-
tional. 

Michelle Pierson Young is 
a Lincoln City life coach. She 
may be reached at Michel-
leatplay.com.
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It might be a good 
mushroom year

This week Last week’s results
ONLINE POLL

Have you, or 
someone you 
know, been a 
victim of domestic
violence? 

Yes
No

Yes 54.8%
No 45.2%

Are you concerned 
about the reported 
impact of climate 
changes?

CHIP BUBL
News Guard Guest Column

Western Oregon is known 
for its incredibly diverse 
mushroom species. 

One scientist once estimat-
ed that we have over 850 spe-
cies. Few other locations come 

close. Most of 
the show is in 
the fall where 
cool weather 
and good soil 
moisture make 
for flourishing 
fungi. 

Last year, 
we came into 
fall with no 

rain from mid-June until late 
October. As a result, the mush-
room show was hit hard. The 
recent rain events combined 
with some warmth bode well 
for mushrooms.

The most popular fall 
mushroom is the chanterelle. 
Orange chanterelles are most 
common but there is a white 
version as well. They are gen-
erally found in mixed conifer 
forests of Douglas fir and/or 
cedar with Oregon grape and 
sword ferns as part of the un-
derstory. I have had better luck 
in the Oregon grape locations, 
but others say that it doesn’t 
matter.

There are many other spe-
cies including truffles (https://
extension.oregonstate.edu/
catalog/pub/em-9369-ore-
gon-native-edible-truffles) , 
the king bolete (prefers oddly 
the highest elevations or the 
beach), the wood blewit, and 
right now, the oyster mush-
room on dying alder trees.

You will need a good 
mushroom book (the best 
pocketbook is still All the 
Rain Promises and More by 
David Arora) or better yet, a 
good book and good friend 
that knows their mushrooms.

Plan your garden

This month is an ideal 
time to make notes, reso-
lutions, and plans for next 
year’s garden. 

The mistakes of the past 
year (for me, too many toma-
toes, some early direct seed 
failures with green beans, and 
not enough winter greens, 
etc.) should be countered with 
a plan that both corrects the 
errors of the past and allows 
room for new experiments. 
The notes, resolutions, and 
plans don’t have to be exten-
sive. A garden notebook is 
very useful as a permanent 
record of your intentions, va-
rieties planted (with dates), 
observations, and results.

Finally, many gardeners 
don’t realize the potential for 
raising “small fruits” in the 
garden. Gooseberries, cur-
rents, blueberries, lingonber-
ries and the trailing blackber-
ries like Marion and Logan 
berries produce lots of fruit in 
modest space. There are two 
great retail nurseries in the 
northwest that specialize in 

tree fruits, small fruits and all 
manner of exotic fruit. 

You should visit their web 
sites to see their catalogs: 
One Green World www.one-
greenworld.com and Raintree 
Nursery www.raintreenurs-
ery.com

Time to transplant

Gardeners often discov-
er that the place they planted 
a tree, shrub, or herbaceous 
perennial isn’t the perfect lo-
cation. 

Roses that are mildly 
prone to black spot might im-
prove greatly if given more 
sun. Anyway, most of our 
plants that lose their leaves 
have already done so and are 
dormant. 

Evergreens like rhododen-
drons or needled evergreens 
are also dormant. The ground 
isn’t sopping wet yet, either. 
So this is the perfect time 
to move them if you have 
been thinking about it. Shal-
low-rooted plants like rhodies 
and blueberries are relatively 
easy to pry up. 

Other woody plants take 
more digging and root cut-
ting to get a “root ball” that 
can be lifted. Those root balls 
get heavy, and some trees are 
simply not possible to move 
without proper equipment. 
Have a hole ready, cover the 
roots with soil, place several 
inches of mulch around the 
area and water deeply. You 
are done.

Using manure in the garden

Cow, sheep, goat, llama, 
alpaca, or horse manure is a 
great addition to any garden. 

It improves soil structure 
and supplies valuable miner-
als. However, there is a con-
cern is possible transmission 
of disease organisms, espe-
cially the human pathogenic 
O57 strain of the bacteria E. 
coli. This strain is mostly in 
cow manure. 

Research shows that ma-
nure worked into a field in the 
fall and planted the following 
spring would not be at risk 
for disease. One approach is 
to work manure into the gar-
den (along with some lime if 
you haven’t limed lately) in 
the fall before the rains start 
(get busy!) and either plant 
a cover crop or cover with a 
non-manure mulch like leaves 
or black plastic to preserve 
surface soil tilth. 

If you cover the bed with 
plastic, make sure the manure 
stays moist enough over the 
winter to compost. Periodical-
ly remove and replace the cov-
er for some rain. Manure can 
still be applied to the garden 
surface if the ground isn’t too 
soft and can be left uncovered.

If you have questions con-
tact Chip Bubl, Oregon State 
University Extension office in 
St. Helens at 503-397-3462 
or at chip.bubl@oregonstate.
edu. 

Are you a bad driver?
Q - Are you one of those?
A - One of those what?
A2- A bad driver?
Do you do any of these things?
1 Drive too fast on the highway or in the City
2. Pass where you shouldn’t?
3. Don’t signal your turns or lane changes?
4. Drive without your headlights when visibility is limited 

Due to rain or dawn or dusk?
5. Run stops signs or traffic lights?
6. Be a discourteous driver?
7. Cross the center line on the highway?
8. Follow to close to the other vehicle?
9. Don’t yield the right of way?
10. Act like you are more important than the other drivers 

on the road.
11. Take your eyes of the road because you are too best 

texting or talking on your cell phone?
12. Fail to yield to pedestrians?
13. Drive without insurance?
14. Drive Under the influence of drugs or alcohol?
Ask yourself have you done any of these things while driv-

ing - are you a menace on the highway ? I see people doing 
these things on daily basis - having no regard for that other 

Driver. And my car was recently hit in McMinnville by a driver 
that didn’t understand the rules of the road and failed to yield 
the right of way.

If you do some or all of these things - stop it - before you 
kill someone.

David R DeSau
Lincoln City 

Casino recycling concern
I was at the Chinook Winds Casino recently and wanted a 

drink of water. 
They directed me to the bar where they gave me a plastic 

bottle of water. When I was done I asked a server where I could 
recycle the bottle. 

She took it and threw it in the garbage. Pretty irresponsible 
to not have a recycling program. 

Spirit Mountain has recycling bins next to their garbage 
cans. If they don’t want to recycle, they should pipe water into 
their beverage centers. They are in a beautiful place in our state 
and they are trashing it. 

I thought the Native Americans were supposed to be care-
takers of the land. I contacted the casino and have heard noth-
ing back from them.

Susan Durand
Rickreall

I earned it so I’ll take the credit for it

Eligible people booted off Medicaid
LYNNE TERRY
Oregon Capital Chronicle
News Guard Guest Article

Several thousand low-in-
come people have been boot-
ed off Medicaid in Oregon 
even though they still qualify 
for the free health and dental 
insurance, while thousands 
of others have been told they 
will retain coverage even 
though they don’t qualify.

Many of those who’ve lost 
benefits are children.

The Oregon Health Au-
thority said in a news release 
issued Oct. 28, that “medical 
benefits for 2,268 people had 
incorrectly ended at the end 
of September.” It added that 
“1,226 people incorrectly re-
ceived notices explaining that 
their benefits would end at the 
end of October.”

It’s unclear whether even 

more have wrongly lost cov-
erage, whether those two 
groups are related or how 
many children have been af-
fected overall.

The Capital Chronicle 
asked the agency about this 
problem more than a month 
ago, and it has still failed to 
answer basic questions about 
the children.

Losing coverage could 
cause hardships for families 

inadvertently booted from the 
program, especially if they 
need specialized or intensive 
care. County and federally 
supported clinics provide care 
to low-income residents, but 
they don’t usually have di-
alysis or surgery centers, for 
example. Hospitals emergen-
cy rooms will tend to emer-
gencies.

See  MEDICAID, Page 11
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Wednesday Prayer
and Bible Study 6:30 p.m.

Sunday Worship 9:30 a.m.
Bible Study Hour 11 a.m.

Pastor James Utter

At-A-Glance School and District Profiles released
STAFF REPORT
Country Media, Inc.

The Oregon Department 
of Education has released the 
At-A-Glance School and Dis-
trict Profiles for the 2022-23 
school year.

The At-A-Glance School 
and District Profiles are de-
signed to provide key school 
and district level information 
to local communities.

“I’m in no way satisfied 
with where these results are. 
I took this role to make a dif-
ference, we need to see what 
the data are telling us and be 
responsive to that,” Oregon 
Department of Education Di-
rector Dr. Charlene Williams 
said. “It’s a good sign that 
the 9th Grade On-Track fig-
ure, a key metric in making 
sure students are on track to 
graduate from high school, 
is rising. The decrease in at-
tendance, however, is a sig-
nal that we need to continue 
removing barriers to atten-
dance by making our schools 
engaging and welcoming for 
students.”

The At-A-Glance School 
and District Profiles contain 
previously released assess-
ment data for last school year, 
previously released grad-
uation data for the class of 
2022 and some new data for 
the 2022-23 school year. The 
profiles provide a quick and 
comprehensive approach to 
share how schools and school 
districts are serving students.

Key Statewide Information

    The statewide 9th Grade 
On-Track rate rose last year 
by 0.8% and is approaching 
pre-pandemic levels. This 
increase represents nearly 
700 more students being on-
track to graduate at the end 
of 9th grade, compared to a 
year ago. It’s encouraging to 
see the critical 9th Grade On-
Track numbers continue to 
rise.

  The rate of students going 
to college within 16 months 
of graduation declined nearly 
a full percentage point from 
56.4% for the graduates of 
the Class of 2020 to 55.6% 

for the class of 2021. These 
declines are similar to overall 
declines in college enrollment 
seen in Oregon and nation-
wide and reflect data from 
when the global pandemic 
was at its peak. The decline 
is much smaller than the 5.4 
percentage point drop report-
ed last year.

 College going rates de-
clined for most racial/ethnic 
groups, while increasing by 
1.6 and 1.4 percentage points 
for students who are feder-
ally-identified as American 
Indian/Alaska Native and 
Asian, respectively.

The ODE states in a re-
lease that it has seen a decline 
in regular attendance in 2022-
23, with the rate falling 2.0% 

from 2021-22. Rates of regu-
lar attendance remain signifi-
cantly below pre-pandemic 
levels.

Students aren’t benefiting 
from instruction when they 
are not in the classroom, so 
this is a serious concern for 
Oregon’s educators, accord-
ing to the ODE.

“Our Every Day Matters 
team is working with districts 
to address attendance con-
cerns,” Williams states.

Every Day Matters is a 
statewide initiative that works 
with schools and districts to 
boost attendance and student 
engagement by building rela-
tionships with students, fam-
ilies, and community mem-
bers to address the root causes 

of chronic absenteeism and 
include strategies such as hir-
ing of community-school li-
aisons, family advocates, and 
school counselors.

What’s new on the At-A-
Glance School and District 
Profiles this year?

Prior year comparison in-
formation is back on the At-
A-Glance School and District 
Profiles. On the front page of 
the profiles the ODE displays 
if an indicator rate increased 
or decreased and by how 
much compared to the prior 
year. Prior year comparison 
information was discontinued 
on the At-A-Glance School 
and District Profiles in 2019-
20, 2020-21, 2021-22 due to 
pandemic data disruptions.

Added Social Worker 
rounded Full Time Equivalent 
to the At-A-Glance School 
and District Profiles.

 The At-A-Glance District 
Profiles, which are district 
specific, were revised to bet-
ter align with Student Invest-
ment Account metrics.

The At-A-Glance School 
and District Profiles now in-

clude data on students whose 
families serve in the military.

Background On The At-
A-Glance School and District 
Profiles

The At-A-Glance School 
and District Profiles are 
available on the ODE’s web-
page and school districts are 
required to make them avail-
able to their community.

The At-A-Glance School 
and District Profiles include 
graphics showing how a 
school or district compares to 
the statewide average in cat-
egories like regular attenders, 
graduation rates, median class 
size and more.

The profiles were devel-
oped with extensive input 
from Oregon families, in-
cluding families of histori-
cally underserved students. 
The data points represent a 
comprehensive approach to 
evaluating and measuring a 
school’s impact on students. 
In five minutes or less parents 
can get the comprehensive 
look at their school or district 
that they’ve been requesting.

Fast Fact

As students and schools work their way out of the            
pandemic, the At-A-Glance School and District Profiles 
reflect modest signs of progress with more students on 

track to graduate and signals of further work to do to 
increase student attendance.

Oregon Department of Education

Lincoln County School District graduation rates beat state average
STAFF REPORT
Country Media, Inc.

Lincoln County School 
District on-time graduation 
rates for all four county high 
schools increased over the 
previous year and exceeded 
the state average.

The results are according 
to findings from the Oregon 
Department of Education’s 
ODE) At-A-Glance School 
and District Profiles.

The ODE report card 
for the 2022-23 school year 
shows:

Taft 7-12 had an 93% on-
time graduation rate. 

Waldport High School 
showed an 88% graduation 
rate. 

Newport High School had 
an 85% graduation rate.

Toledo High School in-
creased the graduation rate to 
84% making the district aver-
age 86%. 

The Oregon on-time grad-
uation rate was 81%, the sec-
ond-highest-ever graduation 
rate for the state.

LCSD Director of Sec-
ondary Education Aaron Bel-
loni said one of the factors 
in the rise of on-time gradua-
tion rates is the work of each 
school’s 9th grade success 
team.

“The team is tasked with 
monitoring all freshmen to 
keep them on track to gradu-
ate,” Belloni said. “Our high 
schools do a lot of small group 
and individual student work to 
improve graduates’ readiness 
for college and careers.” The 
success teams include prin-

cipals, graduation coaches, 
teacher leaders, and others.

“I continue to be im-
pressed by the hard work 
and dedication of all the staff 
and students in the Lincoln 
County School District,” Dr. 
Majalise Tolan, Superinten-
dent of LCSD said. “Gradu-
ation doesn’t happen in high 
schools alone, rather it is a 
collection of years of learning 
crafted by educators through-
out a child’s academic ca-
reer.”

The ODE produces year-
ly At-A-Glance School and 
District Profiles. They have 
been designed by and for par-
ents and community members 
to be an understandable and 
easy to read overview of how 
schools and districts serve 
their students.

Help needed for 
foster families

Did you know there are 
currently about 80 children 
in Lincoln County being fos-
tered in more than 50 different 
homes? 

If you would like to learn 
how you can help these chil-
dren and their foster families 
you can attend a meeting at  2 
p.m. Monday, Nov. 13 at the 
60+ Activity Center, 20 SE 
Second Street in Newport. 
Child Welfare Supervisor Wil-
liam Boldt will share informa-
tion about the Lincoln County 
foster care program and ways 
that you can help.

Learn about the current 
state of Lincoln County’s fos-
ter care system, what foster 
parents do, and why they need 
support. 

There are many ways to 
help, but the first, and easiest, 
is to learn about the system, 
how it works, and what the 
current needs are.

For more information, 
contact the 60+ Activity Cen-
ter at 541-265-9617.

 Jeremy C. Ruark / Country Media, Inc.
Taft seniors celebrate during a recent graduation ceremony.

Financial regulators crack down on precious metals fraud
KEN BOTKIN
Oregon Capital Chronicle
News Guard Guest Column

Oregon financial regulators have 
reached a settlement with a precious 
metals dealer that allegedly target-
ed hundreds of elderly people in 30 
states who sunk millions of dollars 
into overpriced silver and gold coins.

The Oregon Division of Financial 
Regulation announced the settlement, 
which stems from a federal law-
suit Oregon and 29 other states filed 
against Safeguard Metals in the U.S. 
District Court’s District of Central 

California, the state where the compa-
ny is based.

More than 450 investors nation-
wide put $68 million into the scheme 
from 2017 to 2021, Oregon financial 
regulators said in the release. They 
included 11 Oregonians who invested 
$2.3 million.

It’s unclear how much money Or-
egonians will recoup. At this point, 
the company agrees not to operate in 
Oregon, but the states and company 
are still negotiating the civil penalties 
and restitution.

“Safeguard Metals engaged in 
fraudulent and deceptive practices 

to solicit millions of dollars primar-
ily from elderly and retirement-aged 
individuals for profit,” the division 
administrator TK Keen said in a state-
ment. “As a result, customers suffered 
substantial losses on their retirement 
investments. This settlement reflects 
the work DFR continues to do to hold 
bad actors in the precious metals in-
dustry accountable to consumers.”

Besides shutting down the compa-
ny’s scheme, the settlement order also 
determined the defendants charged a 
markup of 51% to 71% on the pre-
cious metals, much more than what 
the company told its customers.

As part of the court settlement, 
Safeguard agreed to a permanent in-
junction that bars the company’s own-
er, Jeffrey Ikahn, from working as an 
investment advisor, broker and com-
modity advisor in Oregon.

Oregon Capital Chronicle is 
part of States Newsroom, a net-
work of news bureaus supported by 
grants and a coalition of donors as a 
501c(3) public charity. Oregon Cap-
ital Chronicle maintains editorial 
independence. Contact Editor Lynne 
Terry for questions: info@oregon-
capitalchronicle.com.

Keep lithium batteries out of the trash, recycle bins
SUBMITTED

Lithium Batteries pow-
er a wide range of electronic 
devices including our cell 
phones, cars, toys, landscap-
ing tools and calculators.

They’ve revolutionized 
the use of portable devices 
and have been proven safe for 
their intended uses; however, 
they also post a significant 
fire risk when not handled or 
recycled properly. This means 
should not be disposed of in 
regular garbage or recycling 
carts. 

Never put these items into 
your garbage or recycling roll 
cart:

Lithium batteries 
Any rechargeable batteries 
Button batteries
Smart phones
Battery power packs
Laptops 
Tablets
Lithium batteries can be-

come damaged during the 
standard collection, transpor-
tation and sorting processes 
when placed in a curbside roll 
cart.

Starting in October, local 
haulers will begin stickering 
roll carts to help remind cus-

tomers that lithium batteries 
need to be kept out.   

Where can you take Lithi-
um batteries? 

Please self-haul lithium 
batteries to an e-waste collec-
tion site – available from all 
four local haulers.  There is no 
charge to drop them off.  The 
lithium in the batteries gets re-
cycled. Call your local hauler 
with questions.

North Lincoln Sanitary 
Service

1726 SE US-101
Lincoln City

(541) 994-5555

Thompson’s Sanitary 
Service

8096 NE Avery St
Newport

(541) 265-7249

Dahl’s Toledo Transfer 
Station

5441 West Hwy 20
Toledo

(541) 336-2932

Dahl’s Waldport Transfer 
Station

235 Dahl Avenue
Waldport

(541) 563-3888
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Happpy Jack Liquiavict 2x 
is recognized safe & effec-
tive against hook & round 
worms by the USCVM. 
Double strength, 3 year 
stability. At Tractor Sup-
plyÂ® (www.happyjackinc.
com).

DIVORCE $130. Complete 
preparation. Includes chil-
dren, custody, support, 
property and bills division. 
No court appearances. Di-
vorced in 1-5 weeks pos-
sible. 503-772-5295. www.
paralegalalternatives.com 
legalalt@msn.com

FREE high speed internet 
for those that qualify. Gov-
ernment program for re-
cipients of select programs 
incl. Medicaid, SNAP, 
Housing Assistance, WIC, 
Veterans Pension, Sur-
vivor Benefits, Lifeline, 
Tribal. 15 GB internet ser-
vice. Bonus offer: Android 
tablet FREE with one-time 
$20 copay. Free shipping 
& handling. Call Maxsip 
Telecom today! 1-877-
390-0458.

Choose EarthLink Fiber 
Internet for speeds up to 
5 Gigs, no data caps, no 
throttling. Prices starting 
at $54.95. Plus, a $100 gift 
card when you make the 
switch. Call 1-866-266-
3817.

Give a GREAT GIFT this 
Season. Send 100% 
guaranteed, delivered-to-
the-door Omaha Steaks! 
This package comes with 
8 FREE PureGround Fi-
let Mignon Burgers! Or-
der The Butcher’s Deluxe 
Package! ONLY $99.99. 
Call 1-855-223-9747 and 
mention code 74222DHC 
or visit www.omahasteaks.
com/Deluxe8448.

Eliminate gutter clean-
ing forever! LeafFilter, the 
most advanced debris-
blocking gutter protection. 
Schedule a FREE LeafFil-
ter estimate today. 15% off 
Entire Purchase. 10% Se-
nior & Military Discounts. 
Call 1-855-536-8838.

Call LeafGuard and say 
goodbye to gutter cleaning 
for good. No cleaning. No 
leaking. No water damage. 
No more ladder accidents. 
Get LeafGuard today and 
be protected for life. FREE 
estimate. Financing avail-
able. 20% off total pur-
chase (Restrictions may 
apply.) Call 1-844-345-
1537.

Prepare for power outages 
today with a GENERAC 
home standby generator. 
$0 Money Down + Low 
Monthly Payment Options. 
Request a FREE Quote Â– 
Call now before the next 
power outage: 1-877-557-
1912.

The Generac PWRcell, a 
solar plus battery storage 
system. SAVE money, re-
duce your reliance on the 

grid, prepare for power 
outages and power your 
home. Full installation ser-
vices available. $0 Down 
Financing Option. Request 
a FREE, no obligation, 
quote today. Call 1-844-
989-2328.

Switch and save up to 
$250/year on your talk, text 
and data. No contract and 
no hidden fees. Unlimited 
talk and text with flexible 
data plans. Premium na-
tionwide coverage. 100% 
U.S. based customer ser-
vice. For more information, 
call 1-877-916-0803.

Switch to DISH and get up 
to a $300 gift card! Plus get 
the Multisport pack includ-
ed for a limited time! Hurry, 
call for details: 1-866-373-
9175.

DIRECTV OVER INTER-
NET - Get your favorite 
live TV, sports and local 
channels. 99% signal reli-
ability! CHOICE Package, 
$84.99/mo for 12 months. 
HBO Max and Premium 
Channels included for 3 
mos (w/CHOICE Pack-
age or higher.) No annual 
contract, no hidden fees! 
Some restrictions apply. 
Call IVS 1-855-602-2009.

Connect to the best wire-
less home internet with 
EarthLink. Enjoy speeds 
from 5G and 4G LTE net-
works, no contracts, easy 
installation, and data plans 
up to 300 GB. Call 866-
857-2897.

Are you a pet owner? Do 
you want to get up to 100% 
back on Vet Bills? Physi-
cians Mutual Insurance 
Company has pet cover-
age that can help! Call 
1-833-975-1626 to get a 
free quote or visit insure-
barkmeow.com/onac.

Portable Oxygen Concen-
trator May Be Covered 
by Medicare! Reclaim in-
dependence and mobility 
with the compact design 
and long-lasting battery of 
Inogen One. Free informa-
tion kit! Call 855-839-0752.

Safe Step. North America’s 
#1 Walk-In Tub. Compre-
hensive lifetime warranty. 
Top-of-the-line installation 
and service. Now featuring 
our FREE shower package 
and $1600 Off for a limited 
time! Call today! Financing 
available. Call Safe Step 
1-833-395-1433.

The bathroom of your 
dreams in as little as 1 day. 
Limited Time Offer - $1000 
off or No Payments and 
No Interest for 18 months 
for customers who qualify. 
BCI Bath & Shower. Many 
options available. Quality 
materials & professional 
installation. Senior & Mili-
tary Discounts Available. 
Call Today! 1-844-847-
9778.

Wesley Financial Group, 
LLC. Timeshare Can-
cellation Experts. Over 
$50,000,000 in timeshare 
debt and fees cancelled 
in 2019. Get free informa-
tional package and learn 
how to get rid of your time-
share! Free consultations. 
Over 450 positive reviews. 
Call 844-487-0221.

Stroke and Cardiovascu-
lar disease are leading 
causes of death, accord-
ing to the American Heart 
Association. Screenings 
can provide peace of mind 
or early detection! Con-
tact Life Line Screening to 
schedule your screening. 
Special offer - 5 screen-
ings for just $149. Call 
1-844-655-0972.

Donate your car, truck, 
boat, RV and more to sup-
port our veterans! Sched-
ule a FAST, FREE vehicle 
pickup and receive a top 
tax deduction! Call Vet-
eran Car Donations at 
1-866-695-9265 today!

Donating your vehicle? 
Get more! Free Towing. 
Tax Deductible. Plus a 
$200 restaurant voucher 
and a 2-night/3-day hotel 
stay at one of 50 locations. 
Call Heritage for the Blind 
to donate your vehicle to-
day - 1-844-533-9173.

Help Wanted
502

Lincoln City seeks con-
sulting services to assist 
the City in completing a 
Climate Action Plan and 
Greenhouse Gas Emis-
sions Inventory. Visit lin-
colncity.org for more infor-
mation.

Public Notices
999

NG23-407 The Siletz Keys 
Sanitary District Board of 
Directors meets monthly 
on the second Monday, 
except for government 
holidays, at 1:30 pm at the 
Gleneden Beach Commu-
nity Center located at 110 
Azalea Street, Gleneden 
Beach, OR.

NG23-558 TRUSTEE’S 
NOTICE OF SALE T.S. 
No.: OR-23-961646- SW 
Reference is made to that 
certain deed made by, 
BRIAN RUTH AND NI-
COLE R. RUTH as Grantor 
to FIRST AMERICAN TI-
TLE INSURANCE COM-
PANY, as trustee, in favor 
of BANK OF AMERICA, 
N.A., as Beneficiary, dated 
11/8/2006, recorded 
11/13/2006, in official re-
cords of LINCOLN County, 
Oregon in book/reel/vol-
ume No. and/or as fee/file/
instrument/microfilm/re-
ception number 
200617194 and subse-
quently assigned or trans-
ferred by operation of law 
to Banc of America Fund-
ing Corporation Mortgage 
Pass-Through Certificates, 
Series 2007-2, U.S. Bank 
National Association, as 
Trustee covering the fol-

lowing described real 
property situated in said 
County, and State. APN: 
R87415 10-11-08-AB- 
02300-00 LOTS 11 AND 
12, BLOCK 2, BEVERLY 
BEACH, IN THE COUNTY 
OF LINCOLN AND STATE 
OF OREGON. Commonly 
known as: 11528 NORTH-
EAST AVERY STREET, 
NEWPORT, OR 97365 
The undersigned hereby 
certifies that based upon 
business records there 
are no known written as-
signments of the trust 
deed by the trustee or by 
the beneficiary, except as 
recorded in the records of 
the county or counties in 
which the above described 
real property is situated. 
Further, no action has 
been instituted to recover 
the debt, or any part there-
of, now remaining secured 
by the trust deed, or, if 
such action has been in-
stituted, such action has 
been dismissed except as 
permitted by ORS 
86.752(7). Both the bene-
ficiary and the trustee 
have elected to sell the 
said real property to satis-
fy the obligations secured 
by said trust deed and no-
tice has been recorded 
pursuant to Section 
86.752(3) of Oregon Re-
vised Statutes. There is a 
default by grantor or other 
person owing an obliga-
tion, performance of which 
is secured by the trust 
deed, or by the successor 
in interest, with respect to 
provisions therein which 
authorize sale in the event 
of such provision. The de-
fault for which foreclosure 
is made is grantor’s failure 
to pay when due the fol-
lowing sum: TOTAL RE-
QUIRED TO REINSTATE: 
$37,971.30 TOTAL RE-
QUIRED TO PAYOFF: 
$582,388.13 Because of 
interest, late charges, and 
other charges that may 
vary from day-to-day, the 
amount due on the day 
you pay may be greater. It 
will be necessary for you 
to contact the Trustee be-
fore the time you tender 
reinstatement or the pay-
off amount so that you 
may be advised of the ex-
act amount you will be re-
quired to pay. By reason of 
the default, the beneficiary 
has declared all sums ow-
ing on the obligation se-
cured by the trust deed 
immediately due and pay-
able, those sums being 
the following, to-wit: The 
installments of principal 
and interest which be-
came due on 5/1/2022, 
and all subsequent install-
ments of principal and in-
terest through the date of 
this Notice, plus amounts 
that are due for late charg-
es, delinquent property 
taxes, insurance premi-
ums, advances made on 
senior liens, taxes and/or 
insurance, trustee’s fees, 
and any attorney fees and 
court costs arising from or 
associated with the bene-
ficiaries efforts to protect 
and preserve its security, 
all of which must be paid 
as a condition of reinstate-
ment, including all sums 
that shall accrue through 
reinstatement or pay-off. 
Nothing in this notice shall 
be construed as a waiver 
of any fees owing to the 
Beneficiary under the 

Deed of Trust pursuant to 
the terms of the loan doc-
uments. Whereof, notice 
hereby is given that 
QUALITY LOAN SER-
VICE CORPORATION, 
the undersigned trustee 
will on 2/12/2024 at the 
hour of 10:00 AM, Stan-
dard of Time, as estab-
lished by section 187.110, 
Oregon Revised Statues, 
At the south entrance of 
the Lincoln County Court-
house, 225 W Olive St, 
Newport, OR 97365 Coun-
ty of LINCOLN, State of 
Oregon, sell at public auc-
tion to the highest bidder 
for cash the interest in the 
said described real prop-
erty which the grantor had 
or had power to convey at 
the time of the execution 
by him of the said trust 
deed, together with any in-
terest which the grantor or 
his successors in interest 
acquired after the execu-
tion of said trust deed, to 
satisfy the foregoing obli-
gations thereby secured 
and the costs and expens-
es of sale, including a rea-
sonable charge by the 
trustee. Notice is further 
given that any person 
named in Section 86.778 
of Oregon Revised Stat-
utes has the right to have 
the foreclosure proceed-
ing dismissed and the 
trust deed reinstated by 
payment to the beneficiary 
of the entire amount then 
due (other than such por-
tion of said principal as 
would not then be due had 
no default occurred), to-
gether with the costs, 
trustee’s and attorney’s 
fees and curing any other 
default complained of in 
the Notice of Default by 
tendering the performance 
required under the obliga-
tion or trust deed, at any 
time prior to five days be-
fore the date last set for 
sale. Other than as shown 
of record, neither the ben-
eficiary nor the trustee has 
any actual notice of any 
person having or claiming 
to have any lien upon or 
interest in the real proper-
ty hereinabove described 
subsequent to the interest 
of the trustee in the trust 
deed, or of any successor 
in interest to grantor or of 
any lessee or other person 
in possession of or occu-
pying the property, except: 
Name and Last Known Ad-
dress and Nature of Right, 
Lien or Interest BRIAN 
RUTH 11528 NORTH-
EAST AVERY STREET 
NEWPORT, OR 97365 
Original Borrower NICOLE 
RUTH 11528 NORTH-
EAST AVERY STREET 
NEWPORT, OR 97365 For 
Sale Information Call: 855 
238-5118 or Login to: 
https://www.xome.com In 
construing this notice, the 
singular includes the plu-
ral, the word “grantor” in-
cludes any successor in 
interest to this grantor as 
well as any other person 
owing an obligation, the 
performance of which is 
secured by the trust deed, 
and the words “trustee” 
and “beneficiary” include 
their respective succes-
sors in interest, if any. Pur-
suant to Oregon Law, this 
sale will not be deemed fi-
nal until the Trustee’s 
deed has been issued by 
QUALITY LOAN SER-
VICE CORPORATION. If 

any irregularities are dis-
covered within 10 days of 
the date of this sale, the 
trustee will rescind the 
sale, return the buyer’s 
money and take further 
action as necessary. If the 
sale is set aside for any 
reason, including if the 
Trustee is unable to con-
vey title, the Purchaser at 
the sale shall be entitled 
only to a return of the 
monies paid to the Trust-
ee. This shall be the Pur-
chaser’s sole and exclu-
sive remedy. The 
purchaser shall have no 
further recourse against 
the Trustor, the Trustee, 
the Beneficiary, the Bene-
ficiary’s Agent, or the Ben-
eficiary’s Attorney. If you 
have previously been dis-
charged through bank-
ruptcy, you may have been 
released of personal liabil-
ity for this loan in which 
case this letter is intended 
to exercise the note hold-
ers right’s against the real 
property only. As required 
by law, you are hereby no-
tified that a negative credit 
report reflecting on your 
credit record may be sub-
mitted to a credit report 
agency if you fail to fulfill 
the terms of your credit 
obligations. Without limit-
ing the trustee’s disclaim-
er of representations or 
warranties, Oregon law 
requires the trustee to 
state in this notice that 
some residential property 
sold at a trustee’s sale 
may have been used in 
manufacturing metham-
phetamines, the chemical 
components of which are 
known to be toxic. Pro-
spective purchasers of 
residential property should 
be aware of this potential 
danger before deciding to 
place a bid for this prop-
erty at the trustee’s sale. 
NOTICE TO TENANTS: 
TENANTS OF THE SUB-
JECT REAL PROPERTY 
HAVE CERTAIN PRO-
TECTIONS AFFORDED 
TO THEM UNDER ORS 
86.782 AND POSSIBLY 
UNDER FEDERAL LAW. 
ATTACHED TO THIS NO-
TICE OF SALE, AND IN-
CORPORATED HEREIN, 
IS A NOTICE TO TEN-
ANTS THAT SETS FORTH 
SOME OF THE PROTEC-
TIONS THAT ARE AVAIL-
ABLE TO A TENANT OF 
THE SUBJECT REAL 
PROPERTY AND WHICH 
SETS FORTH CERTAIN 
REQUIREMENTS THAT 
MUST BE COMPLIED 
WITH BY ANY TENANT IN 
ORDER TO OBTAIN THE 
AFFORDED PROTEC-
TION, AS REQUIRED UN-
DER ORS 86.771. TS No: 
OR-23-961646-SW Dated: 
10/4/2023 Quality Loan 
Service Corporation, as 
Trustee Signature By: Jeff 
Stenman, President Trust-
ee’s Mailing Address: 
QUALITY LOAN SER-
VICE CORPORATION 
108 1 st Ave South, Suite 
450, Seattle, WA 98104 
Toll Free: (866) 925-0241 
Trustee’s Physical Ad-
dress: Quality Loan Ser-
vice Corporation 2763 
Camino Del Rio South 
San Diego, CA 92108 Toll 
Free: (866) 925- 0241 ID-
SPub #0188763 11/7/2023 
11/14/2023 11/21/2023 
11/28/2023
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NG23-571 Storage Auc-
tion Devils Lake Stor-
age 1645 SE East Devils 
Lake RD, Lincoln City, OR 
97367. Unit #B53A Greg-
ory Soldner. November 
15th at 8 a.m. PST Go to 
BID13.com and look for 
Unit B53A under Ocean-
lake Storage.

NG23-570 Storage Auction 
Oceanlake storage 1990 
SE East Devils Lake RD, 
Lincoln City, OR 97367. 
Unit #9 Alan Zimmerman. 
November 15th 2023 at 
8 a.m. PST.Go to BID13.
com and look for Unit 9 un-
der Oceanlake Storage.

NG23-572 IN THE CIR-
CUIT COURT OF THE 
STATE OF OREGON 
FOR THE COUNTY OF 
LINCOLN In the Matter 
of the Estate of: GER-
VASE MICHAEL CHAP-
LIN, Deceased. Case No. 
23PB09123 NOTICE TO 
INTERESTED PERSONS 
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIV-
EN that MARY F. TROT-
TER has been appointed 
personal representative. 
All persons having claims 
against the estate are re-
quired to present them, 
with vouchers attached, to 
Personal Representative, 
MARY F. TROTTER, at 
the address below, within 
four months after the date 
of first publication of this 
notice, or the claims may 
be barred. All persons 
whose rights may be af-
fected by the proceedings 
may obtain additional in-
formation from the records 
of the court, the personal 
representative, or the at-
torneys for the personal 
representative. ADDRESS 
FOR PERSONAL REP-
RESENTATIVE: c/-o Attor-
ney David V. Cramer, OSB 
#992479, Zantello Law 
Group, 2941 NW High-
way 101, Lincoln City, OR 
97367. DATED and first 
published: October 31, 
2023. David V. Cramer, At-
torney for Personal Repre-
sentative.

NG23-556 TRUSTEE’S 
NOTICE OF SALE T.S. 
No.: OR-23-962422-BF 
Reference is made to that 
certain deed made by, 
KAYLA EDWARDS as 
Grantor to WERSTERN 
TITLE AND ESCROW, as 
trustee, in favor of MORT-
GAGE ELECTRONIC 
REGISTRATION SYS-
TEMS, INC. AS BENEFI-
CIARY AS NOMINEE FOR 
CROSSCOUNTRY MORT-
GAGE LLC., ITS SUC-
CESSORS AND AS-
SIGNS, as Beneficiary, 
dated 1/15/2021, recorded 
1/19/2021, in official re-
cords of LINCOLN County, 
Oregon in book/reel/vol-
ume No. and/or as fee/file/
instrument/microfilm/re-
ception number 2021-
00615 and subsequently 
assigned or transferred by 
operation of law to PENN-
YMAC LOAN SERVICES, 
LLC covering the following 
described real property 
situated in said County, 
and State. APN: 10-10- 
09-AB-05300-00 R431812 
LOT 15, BLOCK 3, SILETZ 
TOWNSITE, IN LINCOLN 
COUNTY, OREGON. 
Commonly known as: 334 
Se Swan Ave, Siletz, OR 
97380-2078 The under-
signed hereby certifies 
that based upon business 
records there are no 
known written assign-
ments of the trust deed by 
the trustee or by the bene-
ficiary, except as recorded 
in the records of the coun-
ty or counties in which the 
above described real prop-
erty is situated. Further, no 
action has been instituted 
to recover the debt, or any 
part thereof, now remain-
ing secured by the trust 
deed, or, if such action has 
been instituted, such ac-
tion has been dismissed 

except as permitted by 
ORS 86.752(7). Both the 
beneficiary and the trustee 
have elected to sell the 
said real property to satisfy 
the obligations secured by 
said trust deed and notice 
has been recorded pursu-
ant to Section 86.752(3) of 
Oregon Revised Statutes. 
There is a default by grant-
or or other person owing 
an obligation, performance 
of which is secured by the 
trust deed, or by the suc-
cessor in interest, with re-
spect to provisions therein 
which authorize sale in the 
event of such provision. 
The default for which fore-
closure is made is grant-
or’s failure to pay when 
due the following sum: TO-
TAL REQUIRED TO REIN-
STATE: $9,288.26 TOTAL 
REQUIRED TO PAYOFF: 
$249,593.66 Because of 
interest, late charges, and 
other charges that may 
vary from day-to-day, the 
amount due on the day 
you pay may be greater. It 
will be necessary for you 
to contact the Trustee be-
fore the time you tender 
reinstatement or the payoff 
amount so that you may be 
advised of the exact 
amount you will be re-
quired to pay. By reason of 
the default, the beneficiary 
has declared all sums ow-
ing on the obligation se-
cured by the trust deed im-
mediately due and 
payable, those sums being 
the following, to-wit: The 
installments of principal 
and interest which became 
due on 3/1/2023, and all 
subsequent installments of 
principal and interest 
through the date of this 
Notice, plus amounts that 
are due for late charges, 
delinquent property taxes, 
insurance premiums, ad-
vances made on senior 
liens, taxes and/or insur-
ance, trustee’s fees, and 
any attorney fees and 
court costs arising from or 
associated with the benefi-
ciaries efforts to protect 
and preserve its security, 
all of which must be paid 
as a condition of reinstate-
ment, including all sums 
that shall accrue through 
reinstatement or pay-off. 
Nothing in this notice shall 
be construed as a waiver 
of any fees owing to the 
Beneficiary under the 
Deed of Trust pursuant to 
the terms of the loan docu-
ments. Whereof, notice 
hereby is given that QUAL-
ITY LOAN SERVICE COR-
PORATION, the under-
signed trustee will on 
2/14/2024 at the hour of 
10:00AM, Standard of 
Time, as established by 
section 187.110, Oregon 
Revised Statues, At the 
south entrance to the Lin-
coln County Courthouse, 
located at 225 W Olive 
Street, Newport, OR 97365 
County of LINCOLN, State 
of Oregon, sell at public 
auction to the highest bid-
der for cash the interest in 
the said described real 
property which the grantor 
had or had power to con-
vey at the time of the exe-
cution by him of the said 
trust deed, together with 
any interest which the 
grantor or his successors 
in interest acquired after 
the execution of said trust 
deed, to satisfy the forego-
ing obligations thereby se-
cured and the costs and 
expenses of sale, includ-
ing a reasonable charge 
by the trustee. Notice is 
further given that any per-
son named in Section 
86.778 of Oregon Revised 
Statutes has the right to 
have the foreclosure pro-
ceeding dismissed and the 
trust deed reinstated by 
payment to the beneficiary 
of the entire amount then 
due (other than such por-
tion of said principal as 
would not then be due had 
no default occurred), to-
gether with the costs, 
trustee’s and attorney’s 
fees and curing any other 
default complained of in 

the Notice of Default by 
tendering the performance 
required under the obliga-
tion or trust deed, at any 
time prior to five days be-
fore the date last set for 
sale. Other than as shown 
of record, neither the ben-
eficiary nor the trustee has 
any actual notice of any 
person having or claiming 
to have any lien upon or 
interest in the real property 
hereinabove described 
subsequent to the interest 
of the trustee in the trust 
deed, or of any successor 
in interest to grantor or of 
any lessee or other person 
in possession of or occu-
pying the property, except: 
Name and Last Known Ad-
dress and Nature of Right, 
Lien or Interest Kayla Ed-
wards 334 Se Swan Ave 
Siletz, OR 97380-2078 
Original Borrower For Sale 
Information Call: 916- 939-
0772 or Login to: www.na-
tionwideposting.com In 
construing this notice, the 
singular includes the plu-
ral, the word “grantor” in-
cludes any successor in 
interest to this grantor as 
well as any other person 
owing an obligation, the 
performance of which is 
secured by the trust deed, 
and the words “trustee” 
and “beneficiary” include 
their respective succes-
sors in interest, if any. Pur-
suant to Oregon Law, this 
sale will not be deemed fi-
nal until the Trustee’s deed 
has been issued by QUAL-
ITY LOAN SERVICE COR-
PORATION. If any irregu-
larities are discovered 
within 10 days of the date 
of this sale, the trustee will 
rescind the sale, return the 
buyer’s money and take 
further action as neces-
sary. If the sale is set aside 
for any reason, including if 
the Trustee is unable to 
convey title, the Purchaser 
at the sale shall be entitled 
only to a return of the mon-
ies paid to the Trustee. 
This shall be the Purchas-
er’s sole and exclusive 
remedy. The purchaser 
shall have no further re-
course against the Trustor, 
the Trustee, the Beneficia-
ry, the Beneficiary’s Agent, 
or the Beneficiary’s Attor-
ney. If you have previously 
been discharged through 
bankruptcy, you may have 
been released of personal 
liability for this loan in 
which case this letter is in-
tended to exercise the 
note holders right’s against 
the real property only. As 
required by law, you are 
hereby notified that a neg-
ative credit report reflect-
ing on your credit record 
may be submitted to a 
credit report agency if you 
fail to fulfill the terms of 
your credit obligations. 
Without limiting the trust-
ee’s disclaimer of repre-
sentations or warranties, 
Oregon law requires the 
trustee to state in this no-
tice that some residential 
property sold at a trustee’s 
sale may have been used 
in manufacturing metham-
phetamines, the chemical 
components of which are 
known to be toxic. Pro-
spective purchasers of 
residential property should 
be aware of this potential 
danger before deciding to 
place a bid for this proper-
ty at the trustee’s sale. 
NOTICE TO TENANTS: 
TENANTS OF THE SUB-
JECT REAL PROPERTY 
HAVE CERTAIN PRO-
TECTIONS AFFORDED 
TO THEM UNDER ORS 
86.782 AND POSSIBLY 
UNDER FEDERAL LAW. 
ATTACHED TO THIS NO-
TICE OF SALE, AND IN-
CORPORATED HEREIN, 
IS A NOTICE TO TEN-
ANTS THAT SETS FORTH 
SOME OF THE PROTEC-
TIONS THAT ARE AVAIL-
ABLE TO A TENANT OF 
THE SUBJECT REAL 
PROPERTY AND WHICH 
SETS FORTH CERTAIN 
REQUIREMENTS THAT 
MUST BE COMPLIED 
WITH BY ANY TENANT IN 

ORDER TO OBTAIN THE 
AFFORDED PROTEC-
TION, AS REQUIRED UN-
DER ORS 86.771. TS No: 
OR-23-962422-BF Dated: 
9/28/2023 Quality Loan 
Service Corporation, as 
Trustee Signature By: 
Daniel Lazos, Assistant 
Secretary Trustee’s Mail-
ing Address: QUALITY 
LOAN SERVICE CORPO-
RATION 108 1 st Ave 
South, Suite 450, Seattle, 
WA 98104 Toll Free: (866) 
925-0241 Trustee’s Physi-
cal Address: Quality Loan 
Service Corporation 2763 
Camino Del Rio South San 
Diego, CA 92108 Toll Free: 
(866) 925-0241 IDSPub 
#0188656 10/31/2023 
11/7/2023 11/14/2023 
11/21/2023

NG23-563 TS No. 
OR09000032-23-1 APN 
R89070 | R509725 TO 
No 230398883-OR-MSO 
TRUSTEE’S NOTICE OF 
SALE Reference is made 
to that certain Trust Deed 
made by, NAOMI R. CART-
ER AND RODNEY R. 
THOMAS, AS TENANTS 
BY THE ENTIRETY as 
Grantor to SERVICELINK 
LLC as Trustee, in favor of 
MORTGAGE ELECTRON-
IC REGISTRATION SYS-
TEMS, INC. (“MERS”), as 
designated nominee for 
AMERISAVE MORTGAGE 
CORPORATION, Benefi-
ciary of the security instru-
ment, its successors and 
assigns, dated as of May 
27, 2021 and recorded on 
June 21, 2021 as Instru-
ment No. 2021-07968 of 
official records in the Of-
fice of the Recorder of 
Lincoln County, Oregon 
to-wit: APN: R89070 | 
R509725 A PARCEL OF 
LAND IN U.S. GOVERN-
MENT LOT 23, SECTION 
11, TOWNSHIP 7 SOUTH, 
RANGE 11 WEST, WIL-
LAMETTE MERIDIAN, IN 
LINCOLN COUNTY, OR-
EGON, MORE PARTICU-
LARLY DESCRIBED AS 
FOLLOWS:BEGINNING 
AT A POINT 120 FEET 
SOUTH AND 20 FEET 
WEST OF THE NORTH-
EAST CORNER OF SAID 
LOT 23; THENCE SOUTH 
200 FEET; THENCE 
WEST 150 FEET; 
THENCE NORTH 200 
FEET; THENCE EAST 150 
FEET TO THE POINT OF 
BEGINNING. Commonly 
known as: 2013 NE SURF 
AVE, LINCOLN CITY, 
OR 97367 Both the Ben-
eficiary, AmeriSave Mort-
gage Corporation, and the 
Trustee, Nathan F. Smith, 
Esq., OSB #120112, have 
elected to sell the said real 
property to satisfy the ob-
ligations secured by said 
Trust Deed and notice 
has been recorded pursu-
ant to Section 86.752(3) 
of Oregon Revised Stat-
utes. The default for which 
the foreclosure is made 
is the Grantor’s failure to 
pay: Failed to pay pay-
ments which became due 
Monthly Payment(s): 1 
Monthly Payment(s) from 
04/01/2023 to 09/30/2023 
at $8,263.80 Monthly Late 
Charge(s): By this reason 
of said default the Ben-
eficiary has declared all 
obligations secured by 
said Trust Deed immedi-
ately due and payable, 
said sums being the fol-
lowing, to-wit: The sum of 
$172,929.38 together with 
interest thereon at the rate 
of 2.75000% per annum 
from March 1, 2023 until 
paid; plus all accrued late 
charges thereon; and all 
Trustee’s fees, foreclosure 
costs and any sums ad-
vanced by the Beneficiary 
pursuant to the terms of 
said Trust Deed. Where-
fore, notice is hereby giv-
en that, the undersigned 
Trustee will on February 
20, 2024 at the hour of 
09:00 AM, Standard of 
Time, as established by 
Section 187.110, Oregon 
Revised Statues, Public 

Entrance, Lincoln County 
Courthouse, 225 West Ol-
ive Street, Newport, OR 
97365 County of Lincoln, 
sell at public auction to 
the highest bidder for cash 
the interest in the said 
described real property 
which the Grantor had or 
had power to convey at 
the time of the execution 
by him of the said Trust 
Deed, together with any 
interest which the Grantor 
or his successors in inter-
est acquired after the ex-
ecution of said Trust Deed, 
to satisfy the foregoing ob-
ligations thereby secured 
and the costs and ex-
penses of sale, including 
a reasonable charge by 
the Trustee. Notice is fur-
ther given that any person 
named in Section 86.778 
of Oregon Revised Stat-
utes has the right to have 
the foreclosure proceeding 
dismissed and the Trust 
Deed reinstated by pay-
ment to the Beneficiary of 
the entire amount then due 
(other than such portion of 
said principal as would not 
then be due had no de-
fault occurred), together 
with the costs, Trustee’s 
or attorney’s fees and cur-
ing any other default com-
plained of in the Notice of 
Default by tendering the 
performance required un-
der the obligation or Trust 
Deed, at any time prior to 
five days before the date 
last set for sale. Without 
limiting the Trustee’s dis-
claimer of representations 
or warranties, Oregon 
law requires the Trustee 
to state in this notice that 
some residential property 
sold at a Trustee’s sale 
may have been used in 
manufacturing metham-
phetamines, the chemical 
components of which are 
known to be toxic. Pro-
spective purchasers of 
residential property should 
be aware of this potential 
danger before deciding to 
place a bid for this proper-
ty at the Trustee’s sale. In 
construing this notice, the 
masculine gender includes 
the feminine and the neu-
ter, the singular includes 
plural, the word “Grantor” 
includes any successor 
in interest to the Grantor 
as well as any other per-
sons owing an obligation, 
the performance of which 
is secured by said Trust 
Deed, the words “Trustee” 
and “Beneficiary” includes 
their respective succes-
sors in interest, if any. 
Dated: 10/12/2023 By: Na-
than F. Smith, Esq., OSB 
#120112 Successor Trust-
ee Malcolm & Cisneros, A 
Law Corporation Attention: 
Nathan F. Smith, Esq., 
OSB #120112 c/o TRUST-
EE CORPS 17100 Gillette 
Ave, Irvine, CA 92614 949- 
252-8300 Order Num-
ber 96638, Pub Dates: 
10/24/2023, 10/31/2023, 
11/7/2023, 11/14/2023, 
THE NEWS GUARD

NG23-565 IN THE CIR-
CUIT COURT OF THE 
STATE OF OREGON 
FOR THE COUNTY OF 
LINCOLN CASE NO. 
23PB08349 NOTICE TO 
INTERESTED PERSONS 
IN THE MATTER OF THE 
ESTATE OF DAVID WIL-
LIAM ROGERS, deceased 
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIV-
EN THAT Jean Marie Rog-
ers has been appointed as 
the personal representa-
tive of the above estate. 
All persons having a claim 
against the estate are re-
quired to present them to 
the undersigned attorney 
for the personal represen-
tative at: 121 SW Morrison 
St., Suite 600, Portland, 
OR 97204, within four 
months after the date of 
first publication of this no-
tice, or the claims may be 
barred. All those persons 
whose rights may be af-
fected by the proceedings 
may obtain additional in-
formation from the records 

of the Court, the personal 
representative, or the at-
torney for the personal 
representative. Dated and 
first published on: October 
24, 2023. Jean Marie Rog-
ers, Personal Represen-
tative Steven R. Bennett, 
OSB #781399 FARLEIGH 
WADA WITT Attorneys 
for Personal Representa-
tive 121 SW Morrison St., 
Suite 600 Portland, OR 
97204 Phone: (503) 228-
6044 Fax: (503) 228-1741 
Email: sbennett@fwwlaw.
com.

NG23-566 Notice to In-
terested Persons Lincoln 
County Circuit Court Case 
Number: 23PB08958 No-
tice: The Circuit Court of 
the State of Oregon, for 
the County of Lincoln, has 
appointed Fred A. Vogt, as 
Personal Representative 
of the Estate of Lila Marie 
Baer, deceased. All per-
sons having claims against 
said estate are required 
to present the same, with 
proper vouchers to the 
Personal Representative 
at Edgel Law Group, 1800 
Blankenship Road, Suite 
370, West Linn, Oregon 
97068, within four months 
from the date of first pub-
lication of this notice as 
stated below, or they may 
be barred. All persons 
whose rights may be af-
fected by this proceeding 
may obtain additional in-
formation from the records 
of the Court, the Personal 
Representative, or the at-
torney for the Personal 
Representative. Dated and 
first published October 24, 
2023. Fred A. Vogt, Per-
sonal Representative, c/o 
Edgel Law Group, 1800 
Blankenship Road, Suite 
370, West Linn, Oregon 
97068. Nicole H. Sakys, 
Edgel Law Group, 1800 
Blankenship Road, Suite 
370, West Linn, Oregon 
97068.

NG23-567 IN THE CIR-
CUIT COURT OF THE 
STATE OF OREGON FOR 
THE COUNTY OF LIN-
COLN In the Matter of the 
Estate of: WILLIAM LOUIS 
PEDRETTI, Deceased. 
Case No. 23PB08957 NO-
TICE IS HEREBY GIVEN 
that ANTONIO WILLIAM 
PEDRETTI has been ap-
pointed personal repre-
sentative. All persons 
having claims against 
the estate are required to 
present them, with vouch-
ers attached, to Personal 
Representative, ANTONIO 
WILLIAM PEDRETTI, at 
the address below, within 
four months after the date 
of first publication of this 
notice, or the claims may 
be barred. All persons 
whose rights may be af-
fected by the proceedings 
may obtain additional in-
formation from the records 
of the court, the personal 
representative, or the at-
torneys for the personal 
representative. ADDRESS 
FOR PERSONAL REP-
RESENTATIVE: c/-o Attor-
ney David V. Cramer, OSB 
#992479, Zantello Law 
Group, 2941 NW High-
way 101, Lincoln City, OR 
97367. DATED and first 
published: October 24, 
2023. David V. Cramer, At-
torney for Personal Repre-
sentative.

NG23-568 IN THE CIR-
CUIT COURT OF THE 
STATE OF OREGON 
FOR THE COUNTY OF 
LINCOLN In the Matter of 
the Estate of: ANNA MA-
RIA GAMBA, Deceased. 
Case No. 23PB08623 
NOTICE TO INTEREST-
ED PERSONS NOTICE 
IS HEREBY GIVEN that 
JANE MARY BROGI has 
been appointed personal 
representative. All persons 
having claims against the 
estate are required to pres-
ent them, with vouchers 
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attached, to Personal Rep-
resentative, JANE MARY 
BROGI, at the address 
below, within four months 
after the date of first pub-
lication of this notice, or 
the claims may be barred. 
All persons whose rights 
may be affected by the 
proceedings may obtain 
additional information from 
the records of the court, 
the personal representa-
tive, or the attorneys for 
the personal representa-
tive. ADDRESS FOR PER-
SONAL REPRESENTA-
TIVE: c/-o Attorney David 
V. Cramer, OSB #992479, 
Zantello Law Group, 2941 
NW Highway 101, Lincoln 
City, OR 97367. DATED 
and first published: Oc-
tober 24, 2023. David V. 
Cramer, Attorney for Per-
sonal Representative.

NG23-560 TS No. 
O R 0 8 0 0 0 0 9 4 - 2 2 - 1 
APN R108120 TO No 
2 2 0 3 5 4 8 8 9 - O R - M S I 
TRUSTEE’S NOTICE 
OF SALE Reference is 
made to that certain Trust 
Deed made by, JESSE L 
JAYNES SR as Grantor 
to WESTERN TITLE & 
ESCROW COMPANY as 
Trustee, in favor of MORT-
GAGE ELECTRONIC 
REGISTRATION SYS-

TEMS, INC. (“MERS”), as 
designated nominee for 
WEALTHBRIDGE MORT-
GAGE CORP, Beneficiary 
of the security instrument, 
its successors and as-
signs, dated as of Decem-
ber 13, 2007 and recorded 
on December 21, 2007 as 
Instrument No. 200717451 
and the beneficial inter-
est was assigned to Towd 
Point Mortgage Trust 
2017-1, U.S. Bank Nation-
al Association as Inden-
ture Trustee and recorded 
October 25, 2022 as In-
strument Number 2022-
10047 of official records in 
the Office of the Recorder 
of Lincoln County, Oregon 
to-wit: APN: R108120 A 
tract of land located in the 
Northeast quarter of the 
Northeast quarter of Sec-
tion 10, Township 7 South, 
Range 11 West, Willa-
mette Meridian, in Lincoln 
County, Oregon, and be-
ing more particularly de-
scribed as follows: Begin-
ning at a point which is 
West, 760 feet and South, 
600 feet from the comer 
common to Sections 2, 3, 
1 0 and 11, in the above 
mentioned township and 
range, said point being on 
the North line of NW 28th 
Street, 50.00 feet wide; 
thence West, 70.82 feet 
to the true point of begin-

ning of the tract herein 
described; thence West, 
50.00 feet; thence North, 
120.00 feet; thence East, 
21.00 feet; thence South 
20.00 feet; thence East 
6.85 feet; thence South 
° 05’ 5r West, 59.37 feet; 
thence South 3° 1 0’ 02” 
East, 40.69 feet to the 
point of beginning Com-
monly known as: 1643 NW 
28TH STREET, LINCOLN 
CITY, OR 97367 Both the 
Beneficiary, Towd Point 
Mortgage Trust 2017-1, 
U.S. Bank National Asso-
ciation as Indenture Trust-
ee, and the Trustee, Na-
than F. Smith, Esq., OSB 
#120112, have elected to 
sell the said real property 
to satisfy the obligations 
secured by said Trust Deed 
and notice has been re-
corded pursuant to Section 
86.752(3) of Oregon Re-
vised Statutes. The default 
for which the foreclosure is 
made is the Grantor’s fail-
ure to pay: Failed to pay 
payments which became 
due Monthly Payment(s): 
1 Monthly Payment(s) 
from 01/01/2022 to 
01/01/2022 at $1,308.43 
12 Monthly Payment(s) 
from 02/01/2022 to 
01/01/2023 at $1,302.71 
7 Monthly Payment(s) 
from 02/01/2023 to 
08/01/2023 at $1,410.70 

1 Monthly Payment(s) 
from 09/01/2023 to 
09/01/2023 at $1,520.72 1 
Monthly Payment(s) from 
10/01/2023 to 10/01/2023 
at $1,308.43 Late 
Charge(s Late Charge(s) 
331.38 By this reason of 
said default the Beneficia-
ry has declared all obliga-
tions secured by said Trust 
Deed immediately due and 
payable, said sums being 
the following, to- wit: The 
sum of $351,605.56 to-
gether with interest there-
on at the rate of 3.87500% 
per annum from December 
1, 2021 until paid; plus 
all accrued late charges 
thereon; and all Trustee’s 
fees, foreclosure costs and 
any sums advanced by the 
Beneficiary pursuant to the 
terms of said Trust Deed. 
Wherefore, notice is here-
by given that, the under-
signed Trustee will on Feb-
ruary 20, 2024 at the hour 
of 10:00 AM, Standard of 
Time, as established by 
Section 187.110, Oregon 
Revised Statues, at the 
Olive Street entrance to 
the Lincoln County Court-
house, 225 W Olive, New-
port, OR 97365 County of 
Lincoln, sell at public auc-
tion to the highest bidder 
for cash the interest in the 
said described real prop-
erty which the Grantor had 

or had power to convey at 
the time of the execution 
by him of the said Trust 
Deed, together with any 
interest which the Grantor 
or his successors in inter-
est acquired after the ex-
ecution of said Trust Deed, 
to satisfy the foregoing ob-
ligations thereby secured 
and the costs and ex-
penses of sale, including 
a reasonable charge by 
the Trustee. Notice is fur-
ther given that any person 
named in Section 86.778 
of Oregon Revised Stat-
utes has the right to have 
the foreclosure proceeding 
dismissed and the Trust 
Deed reinstated by pay-
ment to the Beneficiary of 
the entire amount then due 
(other than such portion of 
said principal as would not 
then be due had no de-
fault occurred), together 
with the costs, Trustee’s 
or attorney’s fees and cur-
ing any other default com-
plained of in the Notice of 
Default by tendering the 
performance required un-
der the obligation or Trust 
Deed, at any time prior to 
five days before the date 
last set for sale. Without 
limiting the Trustee’s dis-
claimer of representations 
or warranties, Oregon 
law requires the Trustee 
to state in this notice that 

some residential property 
sold at a Trustee’s sale 
may have been used in 
manufacturing metham-
phetamines, the chemical 
components of which are 
known to be toxic. Pro-
spective purchasers of 
residential property should 
be aware of this potential 
danger before deciding to 
place a bid for this proper-
ty at the Trustee’s sale. In 
construing this notice, the 
masculine gender includes 
the feminine and the neu-
ter, the singular includes 
plural, the word “Grantor” 
includes any successor 
in interest to the Grantor 
as well as any other per-
sons owing an obligation, 
the performance of which 
is secured by said Trust 
Deed, the words “Trustee” 
and “Beneficiary” includes 
their respective succes-
sors in interest, if any. Dat-
ed: 10/4/23 By: Nathan F. 
Smith, Esq., OSB #120112 
Successor Trustee Mal-
colm & Cisneros, A Law 
Corporation Attention: Na-
than F. Smith, Esq., OSB 
#120112 c/o TRUSTEE 
CORPS 17100 Gillette 
Ave, Irvine, CA 92614 
949-252-8300 Order Num-
ber 96425, Pub Dates: 
10/17/2023, 10/24/2023, 
10/31/2023, 11/7/2023, 
THE NEWS GUARD
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Donate Your Car
Imagine the Di� erence You Can Make
Vehicle donations are fully tax-deductible 
and the proceeds help provide services to 
help the blind and visually impaired.

Help Prevent Blindness
Get A Vision Screening Annually

FREE TOWING & TAX DEDUCTIBLE

a $200 restaurant 
voucher

✔ ✔ a 2-night, 3-day hotel stay 
at one of 50 locations

✔

Call 1-844-533-9173

When you donate your car, you’ll receive:

Connect Anywhere, Anytime.
�������������������������������������
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�������������������������������
��������������������

CALL TODAY (877) 390-0458

• Medicaid
• SNAP
• SSI
• WIC

• Veterans Pension
• Survivors or Lifeline Benefits
• Tribal Assistance Program
• Housing Assistance

�����������������������������������
�����


REQUEST A FREE QUOTE
CALL NOW BEFORE THE NEXT POWER OUTAGE

*To qualify, consumers must request a quote, purchase, install and activate the 
generator with a participating dealer. Call for a full list of terms and conditions.

(877) 557-1912

$0 MONEY DOWN + LOW MONTHLY PAYMENT OPTIONS

FREE
7-Year Extended

Warranty* 
A $735 Value!

Whether you are home or away, protect what 
matters most from unexpected power outages 
with a Generac Home Standby Generator.

Savings shown over aggregated 
single item base price. Standard S&H applies.

Exp. 12/31/23.  |  Omaha Steaks, Inc.

1.855.223.9747 ask for 74222DHC
OmahaSteaks.com/Deluxe8448

Get 8 FREE Burgers

Butcher’s Deluxe Package
4  Butcher’s Cut Top Sirloins (5 oz.)
4  Air-Chilled Boneless Chicken Breasts (4 oz.)
4  Boneless Pork Chops (5 oz.)
4  Individual Scalloped Potatoes (3.8 oz.)
4  Caramel Apple Tartlets (4 oz.)
1  Omaha Steaks Seasoning (3 oz.)
88    FREEFREE PureGround™ Filet Mignon Burgers (6 oz.)

74222DHC     separately $221.94
SPECIAL INTRODUCTORY PRICE     

$9999

– MAKES A –
GREAT GIFT

EXCLUSIVE LIMITED TIME OFFER!

Promo Code: 285
FREE GUTTER ALIGNMENT  +  FREE GUTTER CLEANING*

CALL US TODAY FOR
A FREE ESTIMATE
1-855-536-8838

Mon-Thurs: 8am-11pm, Fri-Sat: 8am-5pm,  
Sun: 2pm-8pm EST

CLOG-FREE GUTTERS 

FOREVER

**Wells Fargo Home Projects credit card is issued by Wells Fargo Bank, N.A., an Equal Housing Lender. Special terms for 24 mo. apply to qualifying purchases 
of $1,000 or more with approved credit. Minimum monthly payments will not pay off balance before end of promotional period. APR for new purchases 
is 28.99%. Effective - 01/01/2023 - subject to change. Call 1-800-431-5921 for complete details.2The leading consumer reporting agency conducted a 16 
month outdoor test of gutter guards in 2010 and recognized LeafFilter as the “#1 rated professionally installed gutter guard system in America.” *For those 
who qualify. One coupon per household. No obligation estimate valid for 1 year. Offer valid at time of estimate only. See Representative for full warranty 
details. Manufactured in Plainwell, Michigan and processed at LMTMercer Group in Ohio. AR #0366920922, CA #1035795, CT #HIC.0649905, FL #CBC056678, 
IA #C127230, ID #RCE-51604, LA #559544, MA #176447, MD #MHIC148329, MI # 2102212986, #262000022, #262000403, #2106212946, MN #IR731804, MT 
#226192, ND 47304, NE #50145-22, NJ #13VH09953900, NM #408693, NV #0086990, NY #H-19114, H-52229, OR #218294, PA #PA069383, RI #GC-41354, TN 
#7656, UT #10783658-5501, VA #2705169445, WA #LEAFFNW822JZ, WV #WV056912.

APR FOR  
24 MONTHS**

SENIORS & 
MILITARY!

YOUR ENTIRE
PURCHASE*

+ + 01015% %%
OFF OFF

Call today and receive a 

FREE SHOWER PACKAGE
PLUS $1600 OFF

With purchase of a new Safe Step Walk-In Tub. Not applicable with any previous 
walk-in tub purchase. Offer available while supplies last. No cash value. Must 
present offer at time of purchase. CSLB 1082165  NSCB 0082999  0083445

With purchase of a new Safe Step Walk-In Tub. Not applicable with any previous 

1-833-395-14331-833-395-1433

Continued from Page 4

Federal investment into this 
infrastructure was critical 
for its future and will help 
provide a safe, economically 
viable pier for generations to 
come!”

“The Coquille Indian 
Tribe is proud to take part in 
the nationwide effort to re-
build our port infrastructure. 
With this funding, our Tribal 
One team will continue their 
work to rebuild Ko’Kwel 
Wharf as a productive and 
reliable economic resource 
that will help secure the fu-

ture of the Coquille Tribe and 
our North Bend community 
and become a valuable mem-
ber of the nation’s maritime 
industry,” Coquille Indian 
Tribe Chair Brenda Meade 
said.

The Oregon projects fund-
ing and descriptions

$3,444,100 to Port of 
Newport: This project and 
funding will support the Port 
of Newport in the grading 
of nine acres of land adja-
cent to the port’s existing 
Newport International Ter-

minal to create additional 
laydown and storage space; 
fence three acres of land for 
increased security; and pur-
chase two loaders to load, 
unload and move cargo with-
in and around the port, espe-
cially breakbulk cargo, which 
the port’s current cargo han-
dling equipment is not well 
suited to safely and efficiently 
handle.

These improvements to 
the Newport International 
Terminal enable the Port of 
Newport to continue to sup-
port the economic develop-
ment and prosperity of the 

Oregon Coast.
$25,315,758 to Port of 

Astoria: This project funds 
the rehabilitation of the Port 
of Astoria’s Pier 2 West – the 
region’s hub for seafood pro-
cessing and maritime com-
merce – which is in critical 
need of repairs and rehabil-
itation. Project elements in-
clude:

1) A new steel bulkhead 
wall with a 75-year lifespan 
and that will include a new 
fendering system, 50 ton dou-
ble bitt bollards, and a cast-
in-place concrete bullrail.

2) Removal of the old 

timber dock.
3) Backfill.
4) Underpinning of the 

Pier 2 warehouse.
5) Warehouse building 

concrete slab repairs.
6) New concrete pave-

ment on the pier surface.
7) Construction of a 

stormwater drainage system.
8) Replacement of a water 

line and fire hydrants adja-
cent to the warehouse for fire 
protection of Pier 2.

$7,729,650 to Coquille 
Indian Tribe: This project 
funds the following three 
components:

1) Repairs of the dock 
face along Lot 2 of Ko’Kw-
el Wharf that will bring the 
entire dock area up to safe 
operating standards and open 
opportunities for new uses of 
the terminal and wharf facil-
ity.

2) Bring 800-amp ser-
vice and a shore power outlet 
box to the wharf to reduce or 
eliminate the need for idling 
diesel engines.

3) Support development 
phase activities leading to the 
construction of a 600’-700’ 
extension of the Ko’Kwel 
Wharf dock.

Money

Center
Continued from Page 1

way presented itself when the 
City of Lincoln City identi-
fied homelessness as a crit-
ical priority and offered to 
purchase a facility to donate 
to Helping Hands.

The property was trans-
ferred to Helping Hands in 
2020. After extensive renova-
tions, the newest Hope Cen-
ter is open and ready to bring 
Trauma-Informed, Data-Driv-

en, Person-Centered care for 
the individuals and families 
experiencing homelessness 
in Lincoln City and the sur-
rounding communities.

“This has been a long 
and difficult project to finish 
because of many unanticipat-
ed needs that had to be ad-
dressed, and community part-
nership has been a key part of 
getting us to this day,”  CEO 
Mike Davis said. “Thank you 
to The City of Lincoln City, 

The Roundhouse Foundation, 
Project Turnkey 2.0, and the 
Oregon Community Founda-
tion; your support allowed us 
to make the necessary renova-
tions to ensure we can provide 
vital services to the people 
experiencing homelessness in 
this community at this beau-
tiful facility, the Lincoln City 
Hope Center at the LeRoy 
Benham Campus.”

A ribbon cutting was con-
ducted at the Hope Center 

Nov. 1. A Grand Opening is 
expected later this month.

About Helping Hands

Helping Hands Reentry 
Outreach Centers was found-
ed in 2002 by Alan Evans, 
after over two decades of 
living on the streets. He was 
removed from an abusive 
home and sent to foster care at 
age 11, but when his circum-
stances didn’t improve, he ran 

away and was homeless and 
addicted by age 13. 

Helping Hands provides 
Trauma-Informed, Data-Driv-
en, Person-Centered care 
for individuals and families 
experiencing homelessness 
through Hope Centers, locat-
ed in Clatsop, Lincoln, Mult-
nomah, Tillamook, and Yam-
hill counties.

Organzers said they take 
the time to learn each individ-
ual’s story and help connect 

them to the appropriate local 
resources and services to meet 
their unique needs. 

For more information 
about Helping Hands Reen-
try Outreach Centers, you can 
visit our website a www.help-
inghandsreentry.org.

To learn more about be-
coming a referral partner for 
the Lincoln City Hope Center, 
email a.cushing@helping-
handsreentry.org.

Green Light Project to illuminate support for veterans
STAFF REPORT
Country Media, Inc.

Lincoln County officials 
have announced plans to il-
luminate county buildings 
green in honor of Veterans 
Day from Nov. 6-12 as part 
of Operation Green Light for 
Veterans, a nationwide effort 
uniting counties to support 
military veterans.

The initiative, led by 
the National Association of 
Counties (NACo), raises 
awareness around the unique 
challenges faced by many 
veterans and the resources 

available at the county, state, 
and federal levels to assist 
veterans and their families.

Now in its second year, 
Operation Green Light is 
spearheaded by NACo and 
the National Association of 
County Veterans Service Of-
ficers, building upon success-
ful efforts by the New York 
State Association of Counties 
and the NYS County Veteran 
Service Officers’ Association 
in 2021. In 2022, more than 
300 counties participated in 
Operation Green Light.

Lincoln County Veteran 
Services helps veterans nav-

igate the complexity of the 
VA. The agency also assist 
with homeless/houseless vet-
erans, employment services, 
widow and dependent bene-
fits as well as veteran disabil-
ity and pension benefits. 

During its regular meeting 
Nov. 1, the Lincoln County 
Board of Commissioners ap-
proved a resolution in support 
of Operation Green Light, en-
couraging residents to partici-
pate Nov. 6-12.

“Lincoln County is home 
to approximately 5,200 in-
dividuals that served in the 
US military,” Lincoln Coun-

ty Veterans Service Officer 
Keith Barnes said. “That ac-
counts for almost 10% of the 
county’s population. The sim-
ple act of having a green light 
at your residence or business 
will show that you care for 
these individuals. The support 
last year was overwhelming, 
and we hope you will partic-
ipate again this year.”

In addition to lighting 
county buildings, bridges, 
and other meaningful land-
marks, residents, businesses 
and other organizations are 
encouraged to participate by 
simply changing one light 

bulb in their home to a green 
bulb. This can be an exterior 
light that neighbors and pass-
ersby see, or an interior light 
that sparks a conversation 
with friends. By shining a 
green light, the commission-
ers said the community lets 
veterans know that they are 
seen, appreciated, and sup-
ported.

“Operation Green Light 
is a gesture of support and 
appreciation for the pub-
lic service of our veterans,” 
NACo Executive Director 
Matthew Chase said. “With 
hundreds of counties coming 

together to light everything 
from bridges to courthouses, 
we know veterans across the 
country will see and feel the 
gratitude we all feel for their 
service and sacrifices.”

For more information 
about Operation Green Light, 
follow this link: https://www.
naco.org/program/opera-
tion-green-light-veterans

For additional informa-
tion, contact Lincoln County 
Public Information Officer 
Kenneth Lipp at public_af-
fairs@co.lincoln.or.us or call 
541-265-4100.
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Need to make changes 
to your Medicare 
insurance for 2024?

H3811_157927-1022_M

866-747-5267 (TTY 800-735-2900) 
samhealthplans.org/Medicare

Samaritan Advantage Health Plans is an HMO with a Medicare contract. 
Enrollment in Samaritan Advantage Health Plans depends on contract 
renewal. Other providers and pharmacies are available in our network.

 H3811_159966-1123_M

Learn about your options and our Medicare 
Advantage plans at a free, no-obligation webinar 
or in-person meeting near you.

New meetings added this month! 
See the full schedule and RSVP today at  
samhealthplans.org/Meetings.

For accommodation of persons with special needs at 
sales meetings, call 866-747-5267 (TTY 800-735-2900).
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will continue to work cooper-
atively with the OGEC,” the 
statement reads. “The intent 
of the book was to support the 
growth of women educational 
leaders, just as I am dedicated 
in LCSD to supporting stu-
dents, staff, and families.

“I am committed and fo-
cused on serving as the super-

intendent of Lincoln County 
School District. I see this alle-
gation and investigation as an 
opportunity for other educa-
tional authors like myself to 
learn about the ethics process 
and investigation outcome.”

The district’s email added 
that Tolan notified all LCSD 
board members immediately 
upon receiving the complaint, 
and that, “Lincoln County 

School District will have no 
further comment due to the 
ongoing investigation.”

Tolan and Rachel George, 
director of elementary pro-
grams at the Oregon Trail 
School District in Sandy, 
co-wrote “She Leads: The 
Women’s Guide to a career 
in Educational Leadership,” 
published in January 2022.

The complaint

“In her written complaint, 
Tamara Moore alleges that 
Majalise Tolan may have en-
gaged in a prohibited use of 
position in her roles as super-
intendent and secondary di-
rector (the role Tolan served 
in through June of this year) 
for the LCSD by using district 
resources to pay for expenses 

to attend various conferences 
and events to promote her 
book, and that she may have 
done so without first declar-
ing a conflict of interest,” the 
commission wrote in its pre-
liminary review.

In her formal complaint to 
the OGEC, Moore questioned 
how Tolan can serve in her 
role as an LCSD administra-
tor at conferences while at 
the same time promoting her 
book.

“In both her prior role and 
now present role as superin-
tendent (Majalise Tolan) has 
been traveling to multiple 
educational conferences in 
support of her book. Not only 
is she not present in her edu-
cational role as she promotes 
herself, the book — she is 
also being paid by the dis-
trict,” Moore’s formal com-
plaint states. “I have concerns 
that her pay, the conferences 
are being paid for by the tax-
payers of Oregon along with 
expenses while she is clearly 
going to the conferences to 
advertise her book, which is a 
conflict of interests. How can 
she be present in (the) role as 
an educational leader repre-
senting herself as attending 
educational events where she 
is clearly gaining financially 
personally with co-mingling 
of personal and professional 
as she sells her books. I have 
questions about her travel 
logs, who is paying her salary, 
expenses and conference ex-
penses while she is ‘selling’ 
her book.”

In a written statement pro-
vided to The News Guard, 
Moore explained she and her 
husband, Randy, are parents 
of a student with “minor” 
needs that qualify for an In-
dividualized Education Pro-
gram, a document developed 
for public school children in 
need of special education to 

map out services and supports 
the child will receive at a pub-
lic school. It was after Moore 
said her concerns regarding 
special education resources 
were “ignored and nearly all 
of them went unresolved” by 
the district that she began dig-
ging further into LCSD oper-
ations.

“We (Moore and her 
husband) originally actually 

didn’t set out to file an eth-
ics investigation at all when 
we were first just original-
ly trying to politely engage 
the school years ago around 
what we thought were going 
to be simple, easily addressed 
questions specific to my 
daughter,” Moore wrote. She 
continued, “We ultimately 
felt the school wasn’t com-
mitted to meeting the needs 
of the special education com-
munity, and we decided the 
more educationally produc-
tive path was to focus on al-
ternative education paths, and 
we pulled our daughter from 
public schools.”

After pointing out mul-
tiple examples of how the 
school district failed to sat-
isfy her trepidations regard-
ing special education needs, 
Moore stated she hoped To-
lan’s hire would open the 
door for further dialogue as 
a means to make improve-
ments.

“We started out with em-
pathy and still do as it relates 
to our teachers and the im-
portant role they have and the 
challenges they face,” Moore 
wrote to The News Guard. 
“Our initial reaction when we 
read the book, ‘She Leads,’ 
was we were hopeful the title 
meant someone that would 
talk to parents like us with ex-
periences like ours and help 
make it right with leadership 
and focus.

“At the same time, we 
started to look into school 
stats, our school financials, 
board meeting notes, how 
much our district spends on 
outside law firms, etc. We 
grew concerned when we 
saw how much travel our new 
school leader had to confer-
ences (11 in 14 months since 
the book was published), 
many of which were out of 
state, and we questioned how 

that served our school, our 
teachers, students, etc. How 
can anyone be doing the hard 
work needed to serve the 
teachers and students here be-
ing gone nearly once a month 
like that?”

In a response dated Aug. 
11, Tolan submitted infor-
mation to the OGEC regard-
ing three “She Leads” travel 
presentations, a timeline of 
five work-related travel en-
gagements to conferences 
and presentations between 
January 2022 and July 2023, 
as well as that of 10 addition-
al conferences she attended 
in an official capacity. When 
contacted by the commission 
Sept. 18 for further informa-
tion, Tolan said she attended 
most of the conferences and 
events in her official capacity 
as secondary education direc-
tor and as district superinten-
dent without issuing a formal 
written declaration of a con-
flict of interest.

“I didn’t file an investi-
gation request because I am 
a disgruntled parent,” Moore 
wrote to The News Guard. 
“I filed because I generally 
care about our teachers and 
students and the present state 
of our district’s academic 
metrics. These topics require 
someone who is 100 percent 
present. We, as taxpayers, are 
paying a salary of $178k for 
someone to be 100 percent 
present.”

Next steps 

After reviewing prelim-
inary information, the com-
mission voted 8-0 to obtain 
additional records and look 
into whether improprieties 
occurred during Tolan’s at-
tendance at conferences list-
ed in her provided timeline, 
where she carried her person-
al copy of ‘She Leads’ in or-
der to obtain autographs and 
photographs with women in 
educational leadership roles, 
and then post those photos 
to social media. In its recom-
mendation to launch a full 
investigation into the matter, 
the commission wrote, “Ms. 
Tolan may have taken action 
in her official capacity that 
could result in a financial 
impact or the avoidance of a 
financial detriment.”

Moore added in her state-
ment to The News Guard she 
still wishes to engage LCSD 
leadership in discussion on 
how to improve its resources 
and programming for those in 
need of special education.

Follow this developing 
story at thenewsguard.com 
and in the Tuesday print edi-
tions of The News Guard.

I am committed and focused on serving as the
superintendent of Lincoln County School District. I see 
this allegation and investigation as an opportunity for 

other educational authors like myself to learn about the 
ethics process and investigation outcome.

Majalise Tolan, LCSD Superintendent 

““
Tolan

Continued from Page 5

Oregon’s Medicaid sys-
tem is designed to keep peo-
ple from using emergency 
rooms as a primary care ser-
vice. It offers generous ben-
efits, including dental and 
behavioral health care, with 
regionally based insurers 
managing patients.

During the pandemic, no 
one lost coverage even if their 
income grew beyond the lim-
it. But that ended this spring, 
and since April all states have 
been reviewing the eligibility 
of all members. In Oregon, 
that means auditing the 1.5 
million people on the Oregon 
Health Plan. People first lost 
coverage in June.

On Aug. 30, the Centers 
for Medicare and Medic-
aid Services alerted Oregon 
and other states that a glitch 
during the automatic renewal 
process had caused people to 
be wrongly bumped. It said 

the glitch appeared to mostly 
affect children in households 
with at least one adult en-
rolled in Medicaid and house-
holds required to submit doc-
uments to prove eligibility. It 
ordered the states to pause re-
newals for families that might 
be affected and reinstate those 
who had wrongly lost bene-
fits..

On Sept. 21, CMS said 
500,000 children had wrong-
ly lost the health coverage, 
which is mostly covered by 
the federal government, due 
to the glitch. A total of 23 
states reported some of their 
residents were affected. Ore-
gon was among five that said 
they were “still assessing” 
the situation along with Del-
aware, Georgia, Minnesota 
and Nebraska.

That same day, the Capi-
tal Chronicle asked the health 
authority how many children 
in Oregon had lost coverage, 
their ages, locations and situ-

ations. A spokeswoman, Eri-
ca Heartquist, said the health 
authority was checking and 
planned to meet with CMS. 
On Sept. 25 – a month ago – 
said she would know more by 
the end of the week.

On Oct. 28, she sent a re-

sponse that failed to answer 
several questions about the 
children, and less than three 
hours later issued the news 
release with an update on 
the Medicaid renewal pro-
cess. It said 668,000 people 
in Oregon had retained cov-

erage out of nearly 808,000 
reviewed.

“So far, Oregon has the 
fourth-lowest closure and re-
duction rates in the nation,” it 
said.

It later mentioned that 
11,700 people who did not 
respond to renewal requests 
were informed that they had 
been renewed – wrongly. 
Even though they don’t qual-
ify, the state has extended 
their coverage through the 
end of the year.

And it added that 2,268 
had wrongly lost benefits 
at the end of September. 
Heartquist told the Capital 
Chronicle they included 619 
children. It’s unclear how 
many who were informed 
they’d be booted at the end of 
October are minors.

Heartquist said “all poten-
tially affected peoples’ bene-
fits will be restored or will be 
prevented from closing.

“We will send affected 

people a new notice in No-
vember that their benefits 
have been restored or are 
continuing,” the news release 
said.

But members of families 
whose coverage is being re-
sumed after being terminated 
could later face losing cover-
age. Heartquist said that the 
eligibility of each member of 
the family will be reviewed.

Medicaid members will 
also need to keep their eyes 
on Medicaid notices next 
year, when renewals resume 
again.

Oregon Capital Chronicle 
is part of States Newsroom, a 
network of news bureaus sup-
ported by grants and a coa-
lition of donors as a 501c(3) 
public charity. Oregon Capi-
tal Chronicle maintains edi-
torial independence. Contact 
Editor Lynne Terry for ques-
tions: info@oregoncapital-
chronicle.com.

Ben Botkin / Oregon Capitol Chronicle
Calli Ross tends to her disabled 8-year-old son, Tensy, after 
watching the Oregon Senate in the Capitol on Friday, June 
23, 2023. 

Medicaid

Oregon lags behind in vaccination rate for health care workers
LYNN TERRY
Oregon Capital Chronicle 
News Guard Guest Article

 
The Oregon Health Au-

thority would like 90% of 
health care workers to be 
vaccinated against the flu, 
but the state lags far behind 
that goal.

The agency issued an alert 
last week saying that 64% of 
health care employees are 
vaccinated against the virus, 
compared with 85% during 
the 2019-20 flu season. But 
as the pandemic deepened 
and spread, and people stayed 
home or masked in public 
places, vaccination rates 
among health care workers 
plummeted, and they’ve yet 

to recover. Last flu season, 
63% of health care workers 
got a flu vaccine.

The proportion of those 
declining a shot has grown 
– from 8% during the 2019-
2020 flu season to 15% 
now, agency data shows. 
The health authority doesn’t 
know why another one-fifth 
of health care workers aren’t 
vaccinated. The state needs 
about 35,000 health care 
workers to get vaccinated to 
meet its 90% goal.

State health officials wor-
ry that infected health care 
workers could further sicken 
already ill people.

The state’s alert coincides 
with the start of the flu sea-
son. Infection rates were low 

during the pandemic but the 
virus came roaring back last 
year, peaking in the first part 
of December. Health au-
thority spokesman Jonathan 
Modie expects illnesses to in-
crease in coming weeks.

“Given (the) severity of 
last season and the potential 
for compounding effects of 
concurrently circulating re-
spiratory viruses, it is import-
ant for health care workers 
to get up to date with vacci-
nations as soon as possible,” 
Modie said in an email.

The state collects vacci-
nation data from hospitals, 
surgery centers that pro-
vide same-day care, nursing 
homes and dialysis centers. 
Vaccination rates were low-

est in in-patient psychiatric 
facilities and dialysis centers 
at 35%. Nursing home rates 
were also low at 41%. Hos-
pitals had the highest rate – 
69% – followed by surgery 
centers at 67%.

Modie called the rate in 
nursing homes especially 
worrying.

“Nursing home residents 
are among the most vulnera-
ble to developing flu-related 
complications,” Modie said. 
“It is critical to improve up-
take in these settings.”

Health care officials also 
worry about COVID, which 
appears to be here to stay, 
and another respiratory virus, 
RSV or respiratory syncy-
tial virus. The latter usually 

causes mild cold-like symp-
toms. Health care officials 
recommend that people over 
60 get an RSV vaccine, and 
that anyone older than 6 get a 
COVID booster – if you can 
find them.

Unlike COVID, asymp-
tomatic transmission of flu is 
less common, with infected 
people becoming the most 
contagious on the third and 
fourth day of illness. Health 
officials advise anyone who 
develops symptoms to stay 
home.

While most people recov-
er from the flu in days, those 
with weak immune systems, 
including the elderly and 
very young, risk hospitaliza-
tion and even death. The fed-

eral Centers for Disease Con-
trol and Prevention said that 
12,000 to 50,000 people die 
each year from the flu and 9 
million to 41 million get sick. 
State health officials don’t 
track adult deaths, but they 
do log pediatric figures. Two 
Oregon children died from 
the flu last season.

Oregon Capital Chron-
icle is part of States News-
room, a network of news 
bureaus supported by grants 
and a coalition of donors as a 
501c(3) public charity. Ore-
gon Capital Chronicle main-
tains editorial independence. 
Contact Editor Lynne Terry 
for questions: info@oregon-
capitalchronicle.com.
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Raisa Rodriguez
raisa.clehto@farmersagency.com

Charlotte Lehto Insurance Agency
4270 NE HWY 101 Lincoln City
541-994-2884

Coverage for all the
things you care about

Moria Belsy has started a new chapter in a new career
By SARAH KELLY
For Country Media, Inc.

After having spent 17 
years running her own busi-
ness in the gardening indus-
try, Moria Belsey decided it 
was time for a change. Tak-
ing her business knowledge 
to Farmers Insurance, Belsey 
easily slipped into the role 
of an insurance agent a little 
over two years ago, helping 
both English and Spanish 
speakers.

Originally from Colora-
do, Belsey moved to Pacific 
City in 2017 where her hus-
band’s family already had 
deeply planted roots. With 
a college degree in Science 
and Environmental Studies, 
as well as studying Holistic 
Health, Belsey has a solid 
background with which to 
help navigate her through the 
world of insurance. Once she 
entered into insurance she 
was able to spend a lot of time 

continuing her education, do-
ing workshops and supportive 
courses that were made pos-
sible through Farmers Insur-
ance.

Belsey started out running 
her own agency for about one 
and a half years before she 
decided to join Charlotte Le-
hto’s agency in Lincoln City 
earlier this year. The idea to 
join Lehto’s agency was one 
the company’s district man-
ager suggested. Since the 
two agents had similar values 
when it came to insurance and 
Belsey was looking for addi-
tional support and some men-
toring, Lehto’s agency was 
the perfect environment for 
her to grow in the industry.

“We give each person 
individual support and we 
really try to develop the rela-
tionship as being their trusted 
advisor. We take it very much 
to heart and try to do our best 
for each person,” said Belsey.

Additionally, Lehto had 

also been looking to bring 
another person on board who 
had a business owner mental-
ity, with Belsey’s long history 
of being a business owner and 
her experience with getting 
products to market, she was a 
great fit.

Even though she has now 
joined the Charlotte Lehto 
Insurance Agency in Lincoln 
City, Belsey still aims to be 
the south Tillamook Coun-
ty insurance agent, helping 
people in Beaver, Hebo, 
Cloverdale, Pacific City and 
Neskowin with their insur-
ance needs. She will even 
occasionally meet up with her 

clients so they do not have to 
travel to Lincoln City. 

Due to inflation and rate 
increases all around, being 
an insurance agent has been 
challenging. Belsey makes it a 
point to be caring, straightfor-
ward and honest with her cli-
ents when trying to help them 
understand these changes. 

“I like bringing a 
heart-centered approach to 
insurance and getting to know 
people personally so I can 
better support them with cus-
tomized insurance,” Belsey 
said.

Being present for her cli-
ents, for her community and 

for her family has been chal-
lenging at times but Belsey 
is dedicated to the new path 
she has picked and doesn’t 
let anything keep her from 
achieving all of her goals. 
Having two young children 
and a full-time job requires a 
lot of time management and 
perseverance.

“It’s a grind for sure but 
I remember watching my 
mom at this time. I have 
three siblings and my mom 
worked at a hospital and she 
just cranked it out for like 10 
years and that’s the time I’m 
in, just crank it out,” Belsey 
said. With a strong support 
system standing behind her 
Belsey pushes through any 
hard days, knowing that she’s 
right where she wants to be, 
living her life the way she 
wants.

Belsey knows that to keep 
pushing forward at the speed 
she has been, self-care is es-
sential. She takes time each 

day to center herself and un-
wind through activities like 
yoga, meditation, gardening, 
hiking and spending time 
crafting with her children. 
She commutes approximate-
ly 25 minutes every day and 
takes advantage of the oppor-
tunity by listening to audio-
books in her car, motivational 
speakers, podcasts and prac-
ticing breathing exercises.

While it can be difficult 
and trying at times, balanc-
ing work and family life is 
possible and you can achieve 
anything when you put your 
mind to it. It’s important to 
put yourself in the right place 
for career advancement and 
to never stop pushing for-
ward. “You’re probably more 
capable than you think you 
are,” said Belsey.

You can reach Belsey 
at moria.Clehto@Farmer-
sAgency.com or 541-994-
2884.  

You’re probably more capable than you think you are.

Moria Belsy, 
Farmers Insurance Agent

““

An insurance agent with a deep connection to her heritage
SARAH KELLY
For Country Media, Inc.

Growing up in a house-
hold that primarily spoke 
Spanish while attending an 
English speaking school 
didn’t slow Raisa Rodriguez 
down. 

She met every obstacle, 
seeing them as a new goal to 
overcome. Life took her in an 
unexpected direction a little 
over a year ago when she was 
given the opportunity to be-
come an agent with Farmers 
Insurance. 

This has become her new 
goal to conquer, setting her 
on a clear path to becoming a 
top insurance agent with the 
company.

While Rodriguez’s par-
ents originally came to the 
U.S. from Mexico, she grew 
up mostly on the Oregon 
Coast with her three sisters. 
Her mother was brought to 
Los Angeles, following fam-
ily that had already been liv-
ing there. Eventually an uncle 
who lived in Oregon told her 
parents about the beauty of 
the state, prompting her fami-

ly to make the move.
Growing up with her 

mother and step-father, both 
of whom primarily spoke 
Spanish, presented Rodriguez 
with its own set of challenges. 
From a young age her father 
would look to her as a trans-
lator. 

“I remember being young 
and having my father say, ‘Oh 
translate this for me,’ but it’s 
something that I have no idea 
about. So here I am in middle 
school trying to translate,” 
said Rodriguez. 

She sometimes found it 
frustrating being so young 
and not yet fluent enough to 
understand the conversations 
she was being asked to help 
with.

Around the time she at-
tended elementary and middle 
school, Rodriguez was in the 
Salem, Ore. area. There, many 
children spoke Spanish mak-
ing her time at school a bit 
easier. She was part of the En-
glish Learning Development 
program (ELD), which con-
sisted of around 20 students.

Rodriguez spent two years 
in this program learning the 

English language. Howev-
er, it wasn’t until around the 
middle of high school that she 
was able to feel fluent.

“Spelling, I feel like, was a 
big one for me. In Spanish ev-
erything is the way it sounds 
and in English so many words 
make so many different 
sounds. So that was a very big 
challenge,” she said.

After graduating from 
Nestucca High school in 2017 
in Cloverdale, Ore., Rodri-
guez got into banking, where 
she worked for many years 
before makng the switch to 
insurance. As a child Rodri-
guez had dreamed of being a 
real estate agent but when an 
opportunity presented itself 
so she shifted gears.

The Charlotte Lehto In-
surance Agency, a part of 
Farmers Insurance, reached 
out to Rodriguez after seeing 
her resume on Indeed.com. At 
first Rodriguez was unsure as 
she wasn’t experienced or li-
censed as an insurance agent 
but Lehto saw the potential in 
her and offered her the job.

“I was very fortunate to 
have her see my potential 

through my resume and be 
willing to train and teach me 
everything. You don’t get 
those opportunites very of-
ten,” said Rodriguez.

Rodriguez attributes her 
strong work ethic to her par-
ents, whom she watched work 
hard for their family. Speak-
ing admiringly of her father 
who worked on a farm milk-
ing cows.

“He would make me go 
with him so that I knew the 
value of a dollar.”

Her parents’ influence 
over her is easy to see when 
looking at how hard she works 
towards learning every facet 
of insurance she possibly can.

Not knowing anything 
about the field when she start-
ed, Raisa now has a strong 
grasp on a large portion of 
it but is working hard to be-
come even more knowledge-
able.

While Rodriguez still 
finds some of the English ter-
minology used in insurance a 
bit confusing, she is quickly 
surmounting those obstacles 
in order to best serve both her 
English and Spanish speaking 

customers.
She may have grown up 

in the U.S. but her Mexi-
can roots are still deeply in-
grained in her every day life 
far beyond just helping her 
Spanish speaking customers 
and communicating with her 
family. Rogriguez’s father 
currently lives in Mexico and 
she makes it a point to visit 
him and the rest of her family 
living there every year, joined 
by her sisters when possible.

Even though the Mexican 
cultural events that take place 
where she now lives may not 
be as large and fancy as the 
ones in Mexico, Rodriguez 
makes it a point to always 
participate in as many lo-
cal events as she can. Stay-
ing connected to her roots is 
something she highly values.

From listening to Spanish 
music daily to watching the 
occassional Spanish TV pro-
gram, whatever she can do to 
immerse herself in the culture 
that she came from, she does.

Cooking is another way 
for her to feel close to her 
Mexican heritage. 

“All the food I know how 

to cook is because I grew up 
watching my mother cook 
them,” says Rodriguez. 
“Mexican food is my favorite 
type of food and I’m sure that 
came from growing up eating 
Mexican food all the time,” 
she adds. 

One of her favorite dishes 
taught to her by her mother is 
tamales. 

“I don’t make tamales as 
often as I would like though, 
because they are a piece of 
work to make and cook!” Ro-
driguez states, reminiscing 
fondly about her mother’s 
cooking.

Rodriguez is a hard-
working woman who finds 
strength from the values her 
parents instilled in her and 
the deep connection she has 
to her heritage, which has 
helped to mold her.

Rodriguez can be contact 
at the Charlotte Lehto Insur-
ance Agency’s website char-
lottelehto.com/ for English or 
charlottelehto.com/espanol.
htm for Spanish or email to 
raisa.clehto@famersagency.
com.

971.701.5831     1800 SE Hwy 101 Suite G, Lincoln City
10 am - 6 pm  Closed Wednesday & Sunday

Haircuts for the entire family
Men     Women     Children

Walk-ins Welcome
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We are your LOCAL Medicare resource

We make Medicare a piece of cake!

Charlotte Lehto knows her work and is building a successful agency
SARAH KELLY
For Country Media, Inc.

Born in Washington and 
raised in Oregon, 63-year-
old Charlotte Lehto has been 
an agent with Farmers In-
surance Group of Oregon 
since January of 2000. While 
running her agency has had 
many challenges, Lehto has 
overcome them all, leading 
her agency to not only be a 
highly successful one but also 
a greatly respected place of 
business.

The Charlotte Lehto In-
surance Agency came about 
when Lehto decided that she 
was done working for peo-
ple who didn’t appreciate her 
hard work. 

“I wanted to own my own 
business. I was working as a 
private industry accountant 
and was tired of my efforts 
not being valued or appre-
ciated. My requests for pay 
raises were refused because 
my position was viewed as 
‘business overhead’ and there 
was no room for professional 
and financial growth.

“When I was 39, I inter-
viewed with Farmers Insur-
ance, at age 40 established 
my agency in McMinnville, 
Oregon and I have never 
looked back,” Lehto said.

Lehto graduated from 
Pacific University in Forest 
Grove, Ore. where she ob-
tained a degree in business 
and economics, with a minor 
in history. She then went on 
to do graduate studies at the 
University of Oklahoma and 
the College of William & 
Mary in Virginia, where she 
studied organizational man-
agement.

Owning her agency has 
brought many challenges but 

Lehto continues to persevere, 
not compromising the quality 
of service and care that she 
puts into helping every client 
who comes her way. 

“My mother always told 
me, ‘The world is your oys-
ter, all you have to do is work 
hard, stay the course, be as 
educated as you can in your 
field and you will do brilliant-
ly,’” Lehto recalled.

When first starting out she 
had to start from the ground 
up as a “scratch” agency, 
building her business one in-
surance policy at a time with 
the help of a retired Farmers 
agent who aided her in tele-
marketing. 

“When you start out in the 
insurance industry, you do 
everything, from sales, policy 
submission, field underwrit-
ing to customer service. You 
start out day one marketing 
for every policy that you get 
and build from there.”

Having spent countless 
hours growing her business, 
Lehto managed to draw in 
about 700 auto, home and life 
policies during her first three 
years as an agent. “There are 
so many plates you have to 
keep spinning at the same 
time. Not only are you sell-
ing, but you are learning 
about the industry, insurance 
underwriting, the application 
process and the nuances of 
customer service, all while 
trying to hit sales goals,” Le-
hto said.

The world of insurance 
has changed a lot since she 
first started, not only in the 
laws and regulations that 
must be adhered to but also in 
the workplace environment.

 “Over the past two de-
cades, we have seen a grow-
ing trend with women coming 

into the insurance industry 
and gaining respect as agents 
and professionals. This is a 
big, positive change for the 
industry,” said Lehto.

Her district encompasses 
the Newberg area, west to As-
toria and down to Waldport. 

“Currently, we have al-
most as many female agents 
in our district as male agents. 
That wasn’t the case when I 
became an agent 23 years 
ago. I think women embrace 
this opportunity because they 
see the insurance industry as 
more of a level playing field,” 
Lehto said.

“Women bring compas-
sionate talents to the industry, 
to our work and into our job. 
I think we bloom more fully 
as insurance agents because it 
is a caring field. For success, 
you have to know your clients, 
want to understand them and 
want to help them make good 
decisions for themselves  and 
their families. If your goal is 
to grab all the commissions 
you can, this isn’t the field 
for you. Certainly, commis-
sions are important and keep 

your business going, but what 
matters most is doing what 
is right for your client every 
single time. That will gain 
you success and respect,” she 
added.

Lehto’s agency, which is 
made up of only women, is 
full of caring agents who are 
all knowledgeable in their 
field, guiding clients to make 
good decisions when it comes 
to protecting themselves and 
their assets.

Her agency has two facets 
to it. They have both prop-
erty and casualty insurance 
and then they have health and 
Medicare insurance. Lehto, 
who started working with 
health and Medicare in 2005, 
loves working with this side 
of her agency. She finds great 
joy in helping others navigate 
that part of insurance.

“We can place you or your 
family with health insurance 
or a Medicare plan which 
suits your specific needs. Our 
goal is to take the worry out 
of purchasing insurance so 
you can go on and enjoy your 
life and do the things you 

want to do. Let us handle this 
hard, clunky piece for you. 
That’s the part I love, it’s the 
strategy and working with 
folks one-on-one to try and 
tailor plans to their needs, 
lifestyle and budget,” Lehto 
said.

To become an insurance 
agent there are a few import-
ant steps that Lehto says you 
should do. Obtaining your 
insurance license is the first 
step and then she says it’s 
essential that people align 
themselves with an agency 
that will help them succeed, 
a place that will offer prop-
er guidance and mentoring. 
She says that while you are 
no longer required to have a 
college degree for some car-
riers, achieving some form 
of higher education is still an 
important step to success.

Of course, the biggest 
step to being successful in 
your career is to work hard 
and do what you love. 

“The work that you put 
into your career is the success 
you’re going to get out of it,” 
said Lehto who still works 
hard. 

According to her, she typ-
ically works six days a week 
and is not bothered by the 
hours. 

“It’s important to me to 
care for our clients, to make 
sure they are taken care of, 
that my agency is success-
ful and my staff are properly 
trained and mentored,” she 
said.

Lehto is proud of the 
agency she has carefully and 
diligently grown over the last 
23 years and the respect she 
has earned within her com-
munity. Working for Farmers 
Insurance Group has shown 
her just how strong other 

woman-owned agencies like 
hers are. 

“The women I know who 
are Farmers agents are quite 
accomplished, innovative 
and proud of their success,” 
she says.

Lehto encourages other 
women who want to make an 
impact to get involved within 
their community. 

“The more involved you 
are in your community — the 
more you give back to your 
community, the more respect 
you will have as an individ-
ual, woman and professional. 
If you sit in your office all 
day and don’t volunteer or in-
teract with your community, 
you are missing a great op-
portunity to promote yourself 
and your business. The more 
you are seen and recognized, 
the greater your opportunity 
for success,” she said.

Lehto said she loves her 
job, loves her agency, her cli-
ents and her community. Be-
ing able to educate her clients 
and take away their stress 
and worries is tremendously 
rewarding. Clients who leave 
her office, content with their 
insurance decisions, make 
the long hours and hard work 
she puts into her agency well 
worth it.

“Love what you do first 
and foremost. … If you don’t 
love what you do, don’t pur-
sue a career out of it,” says 
Lehto. “You must be wise 
enough to change what you 
can while accepting some 
things can’t be changed, then 
work around or through the 
rest.”

Lehto can be reached at 
the Charlotte Lehto Insurance 
Agency at 541-994-2884 or at 
www.CharlotteLehto.com.

Contributed photo
The Charlotte Lehto Insurance Agency in Lincoln City.

Three generations of women are thriving in the small business world
SARAH KELLY
For Country Media, Inc. 

Family-owned Lincoln 
City Gifts not only has an 
amazing selection of souve-
nirs and unique items but has 
an equally amazing team of 
women standing behind it. 
Located in the Lincoln City 
Outlets, the shop came about 
five years ago due to the de-
mand for one of their very 
special products. 

At a garage sale Nicole Pe-
terson noticed that her moth-
er’s crocheted jellyfish cre-
ations were selling extremely 
well. With people knocking at 
her door, asking for the cute 
jellyfish in a jar, she knew 
they needed to do something. 
Her mother, Karen James, had 
always dreamed of owning a 
shop where she could sell the 
things she created. Petersen 
saw the potential and immedi-
ately set to work opening up 
a store.

What once started with 
just the idea of selling “Jars 
of Jelly,” has turned into a 
very successful business. Pe-
terson is joined not only by 
her mother but also by her 
daughter, Ashley Petersen, 
who has been helping run the 
shop since she was 14-years-
old. Together the trio grew the 
store so much so that they re-
cently had to push back a wall 
14 feet to make more floor 
space. 

According to Nicole Pe-
tersen, they took their time, 
carefully growing the shop 
from having just under 
$10,000 worth of invento-
ry to now having more than 
$100,000 worth. 

With a background of 
more 13 years in accounting, 
Nicole Petersen has been able 
to ensure the shop she shares 
with her mother and daughter 
not only has great products 
but is also properly taken care 
of on the back end. 

Lincoln City Gifts carries 
a selection of locally-crafted 
items like glass floats, soaps, 
candles, and much more. It  
also offers a variety of Lin-
coln City logo-stamped prod-
ucts. The store is currently the 
only one contracted with Lin-
coln City to use the logo.

“We keep our store really 
clean and ADA and stroller 

accessible. … It’s a really big 
deal to us,” said Petersen who 
works hard to ensure that ev-
eryone can easily navigate the 
store. She also wanted cus-
tomers to feel like they were 
under the ocean, achieving 
that ambiance with wave-pat-
terned carpet and sky-paneled 
lights. 

Giving back to the com-
munity is very important to 
the family. They make it a pri-
ority to be involved whenever 
possible. Petersen said one of 
the best parts about owning 
her own business is the sense 
of community it provides. 

“We are one of the pre-
miere sponsors of the Siletz 
Bay Music Festival,” said Pe-
tersen. “My daughter, [Ashley 
Petersen] and I are both mem-
bers of Kiwanis. …We get to 
really participate a lot in that 
and … mix between being 
able to work in the shop and 
give back to the community.”

Starting their store from 
the ground up wasn’t easy and 
the family has had several dif-
ficulties to work around but 
they did not let that stop them 
from fulfilling their dream. 
Petersen says that they hope 
to be able to eventually get a 
larger space to continue grow-
ing the business. 

Shifting careers has al-
lowed her to finally feel ful-
filled in her work. 

“I love people, and ac-
counting is not people. I really 
love that I get to talk to peo-
ple every day, running a small 
business,” Petersen said. 

Properly preparing to start 
a business is essential. Peters-
en knows this firsthand, hav-
ing seen the things other small 
businesses struggle with. 

“You have to work hard 
but you also have to know 
your limits and make sure 
… that you really know what 
you’re doing before you go 
into business. … A lot of peo-
ple will be really good at their 
craft but they don’t know how 
to do the back end of running 
a business. … You have to 
learn some business stuff. You 
have to take some classes or 
get some support or mentor-
ship in that regard or it’s a real 

struggle,” said Petersen. 

 Lincoln City Gifts is lo-
cated at 1500 SE East Devils 
Lake Road, Suite 309. For 
more information go to www.
LincolnCityGifts.com  or call 
541- 996-4438.

Contributed by Nicole Petersen
Lincoln City Gifts recently celebrated its five-year anni-
versary. Nicole Petersen and her husband stand outside the 
shop, enjoying the milestone. 

Contributed by Nicole Petersen
Glasswork lines the wall at Lincoln City Gifts, featuring ev-
erything from floats to figurines. 

Contributed by Nicole Petersen
Nicole Petersen, Karen James and Ashley Petersen are 
three generations of women who co-own Lincoln City Gifts.
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SARAH KELLY
For Country Media, Inc.

Quality Printing Service 
is a deeply rooted printing 
shop in Lincoln City. The 
business was started back in 
1984 when John LoBello and 
his late wife, Kathy, bought 
a plot of land and built their 
dreams on it. Over the years 
the shop has changed and 
grown into what it is today.

Long-time employee, Joy 
Gregory will usher in the 
next set of changes to the 
print  shop.

Gregory has been work-
ing at Quality Printing for 12 
years as their in-house graph-
ic designer. With the desire to 
retire, LoBello approached 
Gregory with the idea of her 
taking over the shop.

LoBello knew that Greg-
ory would be the perfect 
person to take over the busi-
ness, finally allowing him to 
retire. When he brought it up 
with her last March, Gregory 
was surprised. She had never 
thought of owning her own 
store but knew this was the 
right move for her to take.

With LoBello’s help, she 

has been learning all the ins 
and outs of running the print-
ing shop. While running her 
own business does feel a bit 
daunting, Gregory is excited 
about this next step in her 
life.

Working at Quality Print-
ing Service has been an 
amazing job for Gregory.

 “I love everything about 
it. I’m a graphic designer so 
I love doing the design work. 
… People come into Quality 
Printing at some of the most 
monumental times in their 
lives and I’m happy to be a 
part of that and help them 
along the way. … That makes 
me really happy,” said Greg-
ory.

Before moving to Lincoln 
City, Gregory lived in Eu-
gene where she was in radio 
broadcasting for 18 years. 
She decided to switch cours-
es when she had her son, go-
ing back to college for graph-
ic design.

Events in her life even-
tually led her to settle down 
in Lincoln City where she 
started out doing volunteer 
graphic design work for the 
Oregon Coast Community 

College. When the graphic 
design position opened up at 
Quality Printing, Gregory ea-
gerly jumped at the job, nev-
er leaving.

According to Gregory, 
when she officially takes 
over — around the end of the 
year — the shop will switch 
to using only digital printers 
and will no longer use the old 
large-format printing presses. 
At that time, Quality Printing 
Services will also be a solely 
women-operated business.

With Gregory soon to be 
the owner, she will have two 
employees, Samantha Field 
and Jeanne Elich, to help her 
keep the business running 
smoothly. 

“We hired some really 
great women to do this fun 
little adventure with me,” 
said Gregory who added that 
they hadn’t intended to hire 
only women but that was the 
way things worked out in the 
end.

Field works in bindery, 

creating things like booklets 
for the shop, while Elich han-
dles the front counter as the 
shop’s point person. Gregory 
will continue to do graphic 
design but will add all the 
back-end finances to her reg-
ular workload, as she soon 
takes over.

Gregory is excited to 
“grow Quality Printing into 
whatever the next phase is.” 
The thought of expanding has 
been tossed around a bit but 
Gregory says it’s too early to 

know for sure. She does say 
that they will be leasing out 
a front portion of the 4,000- 
square-foot shop to another 
business that has yet to be 
determined.

Quality Printing Service 
does everything from photo-
copying to paperback books, 
flyers, magazines, lamina-
tion, business cards, invita-
tions and so much more. With 
their large printers, they are 
even able to print blueprints, 
banners and giant posters, 
such as the ones they print 
for the Lincoln City Outlets 
mall.

Offering such a large va-
riety of printing services is 
an aspect of Quality Printing 
that Gregory loves. 

“It’s fun to be able to be 
involved with the other busi-
nesses in the community. I 
feel very connected to the 
other businesses with this 
job,” said Gregory.

Quality Printing Service 
is located at 1039 Northwest 
U.S. Highway 101. For more 
information go to www.Qual-
ityPrintingService.net  or call 
541- 994-3003.

Change is in the air for Quality Printing Service

 Contributed photo from Joy Gregory
The Quality Printing Service ladies are from  left, Jeanne 
Elich, Joy Gregory and Samantha Field. 

Contributed photo
Shop mascot, Lucy.

Culinary delights, family-friendly atmosphere shape Blackfish Cafe
SARAH KELLY
For Country Media, Inc.

The Blackfish Cafe, lo-
cated at 2733 Northwest U.S. 
Highway 101 in Lincoln City, 
has been delighting guests 
with its simple yet elegant 
dishes for 24 years. The 
restaurant was started in 1999 
by the award-winning chef, 
Rob Pounding.

The chef’s list of awards 
is long and once you taste his 
dishes it’s easy to see why he 
was recognized on so many 
occasions. Pounding previ-
ously worked at the Salishan 
as the executive chef for 14 
years, during which time the 
fine dining restaurant received 
the AAA 4 Diamond, Mobil 4 
Star and the DiRona Award.

He has also spent time 
winning numerous medals for 
his cooking at competitions. 
Competitions like the IKA 
HOGA in Germany, where 
he led a culinary team as its 
captain, in what is seen as the 
Culinary Olympics. Having 
spent time cooking at some 
top restaurants and hotels 
throughout the world Pound-
ing had always dreamed of 

one day opening a restaurant 
of his own.

When the restaurant loca-
tion became available in Lin-
coln City the couple jumped 
at the opportunity, opening 
Blackfish Cafe. According to 
his wife. Mary, her husband 
had always planned to feature 
Pacific Northwest cuisine.

As an “active supporter 
of sustainable agriculture and 
organic farming for commer-
cial applications in Oregon,” 
Pounding is licensed to pur-
chase seafood directly from 
area fishermen. He makes an 
effort to buy as much food 
locally as possible, including 
fresh produce from local mar-
ket gardeners.

“We buy Dory caught 
Rockfish when the season is 
open from SeaQ Fish out of 
Pacific City. We also have a 
place called Lil Swiss Farms 
that we buy greens and flow-
ers from,” said Mary Pound-
ing. “We also have a mush-
room grower that we buy 
Oyster Mushrooms from.”

The approximately 7,000- 
square-foot restaurant seats 
around 55 people and ev-
ery dish has been carefully 

crafted by Pounding. While 
he doesn’t like to classify 
the restaurant as fine dining, 
they do serve up high-quality 
dishes with generous portions 
which Mary Pounding instead 
likes to refer to as “family fine 
dining.”

Blackfish Cafe features a 
variety of soups, salads and 
seafood options as well as a 
few non-seafood dishes for 
those who prefer something 

else. They offer a small selec-
tion of desserts, most of which 
have been with the restaurant 
since the day they opened.

“We have what we call the 
Blackfish Ding Dong. … It’s 
a buttermilk chocolate cake 
with a whipped cream-filled 
center and chocolate ganache 
on the outside. We also have a 
Peanut Butter Pie [and] a Car-
amel Pots de Crème. … Those 
three have been with us from 

the beginning,” said Mary 
Pounding.

The restaurant also has 
a selection of cocktails and 
wines for dinners to enjoy 
with their meals such as their 
Manhattan Mission. Accord-
ing to Mary Pounding, the 
cocktail is made with figs that 
have been soaked in vanilla 
bean, marinating for weeks 
before being poured.

While Pounding no longer 
works the floor at the restau-
rant he still actively manages 
the kitchen staff, overseeing 
its daily operations, with Chef 
Joshua Anderson taking the 
lead. Mary, who turned 71 this 
year, does most of the behind-
the-scenes work, doing things 
like payroll and paying bills. 
The couple is still heavily 
involved with the restaurant 
even if they’ve taken a small 
step back in recent years.

Nov. 1 was the start of 
Blackfish Cafe’s newest 
changes. They will be fea-
turing an early bird dinner, 
starting at 4:30 p.m. to 6:30 
p.m. on Wednesdays and 
Thursdays only, with a spe-
cial smaller portioned menu 
for people who don’t want 

such big plates of food and 
for those who would like to 
dine earlier in the evening. 

Mary Pounding said 
guests will still be able to 
order from their full menu 
should they wish to do so 
during these hours.

The restaurant will also 
feature a new artist, with piec-
es hanging, ready for viewing 
around the same time as they 
launch their early bird menu. 
“I’m really excited about this 
new show that’s going on,” 
said Mary Pounding who fell 
in love with the oil paintings 
of artist, Dago Benavidez. 
The restaurant changes its 
show two to three times a 
year and tries to feature local 
artists.

Blackfish Cafe is open 
for dinner five nights a week, 
starting at 5 p.m. until 9 p.m., 
Wednesday through Sunday. 
They are currently only open 
for lunch from 11:30 a.m. to 3 
p.m., Friday through Sunday. 
They are closed every Mon-
day and Tuesday.

For more information go 
to www.BlackfishCafe.com or 
call 541-996-1007.

Adapting to the changing times, local business continues to thrive
SARAH KELLY
For Country Media, Inc. 

Founded in May of 2019, 
Salt came about from the 
creative mind of 31-year-old 
Shelby Locke Cunningham. 
Located in Lincoln City at 
the Lincoln City Outlets, 
Salt combines all of Locke 
Cunningham’s passions. The 
unique shop features a variety 
of cafe must-haves, as well as 
some unexpected menu items.

With a major in art and 
a minor in business, Locke 
Cunningham didn’t stop with 
just cafe items at her store. 
She added her love of art, fea-
turing work from local artists. 

“I took my background in 
art and business along with 
coffee and my interest in food 
and cocktails and kind of cre-
ated this new space that high-
lighted all of those things,” 
said Locke Cunningham.  

When the opportunity pre-
sented itself, Locke Cunning-
ham eagerly took the leap, 
putting every penny she had 
into building her own busi-
ness from the ground up. Hav-
ing previously been self-em-
ployed, she knew she could 
make this work, and work it 
did. 

The name for the shop 
came naturally to Locke Cun-
ningham, having grown up on 
the Oregon Coast, always sur-
rounded by the salty ocean air. 

“You can smell it. Once 

you come into Lincoln City 
you get that fresh scent of the 
ocean. It just kind of perme-
ates your life in every way and 
I also just love salt in food and 
having good flavor. … [Salt] 
was the perfect short term,” 
she said. 

Being self-employed has 
allowed Locke Cunning-
ham the flexibility she needs 
while balancing work and 
family. The approximately 
2,000-square-foot floor space 
where Salt is located had to 
be entirely redone before they 
could open. Calling on the 
help of family, she was able to 
completely change the bland 
space into an amazing loca-
tion, unlike any other you will 
see in the outlet mall. 

Over the years, the store 
has grown with the times and 
changed into something big-
ger and better.

 “When we first opened 
it was definitely more restau-
rant-based. We had a lot of 
seating. We had cocktails. We 
were open late at night. … 
It was a place you could get 
your coffee in the morning but 
you could also sit and have a 
charcuterie board and a glass 
of wine in the evening,” said 
Locke Cunningham. 

When COVID hit, change 
was inevitable. Locke Cun-
ningham stood strong and 
saw the opportunity to grow 
during those trying times, 
morphing Salt into its current 

form. 
“When COVID happened 

during our first year of busi-
ness we had to switch gears, 
which has become really 
great. I think that Salt has re-
ally just become the business 
that it was meant to be and 
has kind of chosen its own 
path in a way. We were able to 
bring in a lot of retail during 
COVID which helped with 
some of the sales,” she said.

While it is no longer only 
a cafe and late-night spot, Salt 
still serves up foods, cock-
tails, beer and wine. You may 
find yourself just hanging 
out in the space, observing 
all the fun decor and amaz-
ing artwork on display as you 
devour their delectable menu 
items or maybe you will want 
to make this your new spot to 
unwind and sip on a cocktail. 

Salt features many Ore-
gon brand products, such as 

Stumptown Coffee, Steven 
Smith Tea and Tillamook 
cheese products. 

“We have really high-qual-
ity ingredients. We make 
sandwiches, breakfast bur-
ritos, yogurt bowls and acai 
bowls. Everything is made 
in-house from our gluten-free 
granola, gluten-free quiche, 
all our sauces, everything is 
made in our kitchen,” said 
Locke Cunningham. 

They also serve up real 
fruit smoothies, Tillamook 
ice cream milkshakes, curat-
ed cocktails and a couple of 
beers on tap. You can choose 
to have your food made to 
order or get something from 
their “Grab & Go” selection. 
Since adding more retail into 
the shop, seating has become 
limited. 

Apparel and artwork can 
both be purchased in-store, 
however, only apparel is 

available online through its 
website.

“We have a handful of [lo-
cal artists] that sell their work. 
… We either buy their stuff or 
they can do it on consignment, 
which has been really fun,” 
said Locke Cunningham. 

Salt does a great job work-
ing with other small Oregon 
businesses. 

“A lot of … our retail are 
small businesses. A lot of 
women-owned businesses, 
LGBTQ+ businesses, Oregon 
businesses, that sort of thing,” 
Locke Cunningham said. 

Led by a strong team of 
women, Salt goes above and 
beyond similar stores by pro-
viding a variety of incentives 
to their employees such as a 
401k, gym membership and 
pay above minimum wage.

 “We try to create a great 
system for people of all ages 
to want to work in the coffee 
shop because I feel like the 
food industry is kind of hard 
or people don’t really think 
of it as a career choice,” said 
Locke Cunningham. 

Having spent long hours, 
working from opening to 
closing, cleaning dishes and 
making coffee, Locke Cun-
ningham was able to create a 
thriving business through her 
dedication and perseverance. 
While starting her own busi-
ness was scary and exhausting 
at times she embraced all that 
came with the process. 

“I feel like the biggest 
things people are afraid of is 
making the business registry 
with the state, doing taxes, 
doing that sort of thing and 
once you do it, it’s all pret-
ty easy. I think it’s just very 
scary for people who haven’t 
done it before and then just 
knowing that you are going 
to be the one that the respon-
sibility falls upon,” she said. 
“I always tell people that you 
should be able to do every part 
of your business. … You can 
wash the dishes. You can take 
orders. You can cook the food 
and once you feel comfortable 
in all those spaces then you 
can start delegating but then if 
something ever happens then 
you know that you can make 
it work.” 

She encourages those who 
may be considering starting 
their own business to fully un-
derstand the financial aspects 
and do a lot of web searching 
to help ensure you know what 
you are getting into. In do-
ing so you will also be more 
confident in the process, mak-
ing it less overwhelming and 
scary to initiate. 

For more information visit 
www.SaltCrave.com or follow 
them on Instagram at Salt.
Crave. Salt is located at 1500 
SE East Devils Lake Road, 
Suite 304 at the Lincoln City 
Outlets. They are open from 9 
a.m. to 5 p.m. every day. 

Contributed photo
Blackfish Cafe cowoner Mary Pounder stands with artist 
Dago Benavidez.

Contributed photo from Shelby Locke Cunningham
Shelby Locke Cunningham, owner of Salt, has built an her 
business through dedication and having found a balance 
between family and career. 

MEET SOME OF THE LINCOLN COUNTY WOMEN IN BUSINESS
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