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MATT BRANDT

P H O T O G R A P H Y

ﬂ

e Photography Services
e Aecrial Drone Work
e | icensed & Insured

(541) 270-1814

www.mattbrandtphotography.com
www.facebook.com/
MattBrandtPhotography

Summer is here,

GET YOUR
GRILL ON!

Perfect for

Father’s Day! Broil King.

ALF/A>
STAR
APPLIANCE

100% FAMILY OWNED

\ | 4
G ARAGE EIEC
Door Sales S

GARAGE DOORS & OPENERS FOR HOME & INDUSTRY

Sales, Service, Installation

CED i [
Daiton [ -5V ==t=r

541-994-3200
ar=e

1603 SE East Devils Lake Rd.
Lincoln City, OR 97367
Owner - Rick Hatton
garagedoorsales@embargmail.com
www.garagedoorsaleslc.com

I¢’s kitchen remodeling time.
Are you upgrading your
home or rental property?

Let our experts be your
kitchen upgrade consultants.
We have a variety of price ranges and
ideas to help you get the job done.

503-842-2211 - allstarappliance.net
2111 Third Street, Tillamook

CCB #202914

H47377
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HOME IMPROVEMENT GUIDE | STORAGE

Take Advanta

If you live in a multistory home
and don't have closets under
the stairs, you're missing out on
valuable storage area.

With a little help from a professional, open the walls
under your staircase to create a hidden room.

Ways to Use the Space

Before you undertake a project of this size, you
should know exactly how you will utilize the square
footage you didn’t know you had. Consider these cre-
ative suggestions when planning the renovation.

« Build an area for your pets, including their favorite
bed, toys and food dishes.

« Create a coffee nook with all the tools you need.

« Showcase your favorite books with a stylish shelv-
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% JEJ We are a small company dedicated to ,l
| quality fabrication and installation of i
‘ " natural and engineered stone.
| tural and eng d st
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; " | Our turn around time is ]
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© Customer satisfaction is guaranteed. Jé
Call us for a free estimate. | i|=
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2012 N Mist Dr El
i Vernonia, OR 97064 .J=

'\! 503.429.2617 n

{  503.705.8117 (cell)
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absolutemarble @frontier.com
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ing area.

Safety First

Altering your home’s structure requires serious
planning. Hire an expert to determine if the wall sur-
rounding your staircase is load bearing. According to
the International Code Council, a load-bearing wall
helps support the floors and roofs of a structure. Re-
moving such walls can lead to sagging ceilings, sloping
floors and cracks in surrounding drywall.

Especially in older homes, other safety risks to con-
sider when demolishing a wall are:

Asbestos: The Environmental Protection Agency
banned sprayed asbestos for use in fireproofing or

insulation in 1973. Inhalation can cause irreversible
respiratory diseases.

Lead paint: The Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention reports lead-based paint was banned for use
in housing in 1978. The agency states exposure to this
dangerous chemical is the most hazardous source of
lead for U.S. children.

Adding Electricity or Water
It’s likely the area under your staircase has not been
fitted with water or electrical connections. If you are
building a new laundry room or a reading nook, make
sure to hire a licensed and experienced plumber and
electrician to do the job.
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We’re here
- to help you

with all your construction

and landscaping needs

e Custom Design & e Night Lighting
Installation e Water Features

~T

&

e Natural Rock Work e Pruning

L5
° Ve

o Retaining Walls & Mowing
>¥® e Tree Work o Creekside @ &(
e Fences & Decks Restoration

e Paver & Flagstone e Lot Clearing

Energy éffiéiéncy

Patios & Paths and more
We are now providing home remodel

and new construction projects

. Home Excellence!

Check Out The Tillamook PUD

Weatherization Program

Getting ready to do some home
projects this summer? Consider energy
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N’ Serving ‘;ﬂ efficiency improvements too!
The New windows, ductless heat pumps and
Central BROS&HOES energy efficient appliances are all

excellent ways you can save energy
and money!

Check out the energy efficiency
rebate options offered through
Tillamook PUD at www.tpud.org/ways-
to-save/ to find out more about how
you can start saving.
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Commercial & Residential
P.O. Box 102, Pacific City, OR 97135
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HOME IMPROVEMENT GUIDE | TECHNOLOGY

Smart Upgrades for Convenience

Do yourself a favor by adding
new levels of convenience to
your home. Smart technology
gives homeowners the
opportunity to relax and allow
gadgets to take some of the
stress out of their busy lives.

According to the National Association of Realtors,
the smart home technology industry is expected to
reach $130 billion by 2025. Keep in mind, when selling,
not all technology will be well-received by potential
buyers. Statistics from the 2016 Smart Home Market-
place Survey held by Coldwell Banker reveals interest-
ing results regarding technology in homes.

« Fifty-seven percent of people with smart products

were men; 43 percent were women.

SHOP. DONATE. VOLUNTEER.
raat ReStore

OPEN TO
LOCATION @ 4192 HWY 101 THE PUBLIC

ACROSS FROM THE TILLAMOOK CREAMERY

© adobe stock

« Forty-three percent of Americans with smart
home technology are millennials.

« Smart Security was the most popular type, gain-
ing interested from 58 percent of the group being
researched. Appliances were one of the least desired at
only 34 percent.

Even if youre not planning to go to the market,
you can still benefit from the many conveniences from
smart technology.

Vacuuming Bots

You are probably familiar with robotic-vacuum
cleaners that whip around your living room sensing
dirt and debris. While they may benefit some homes,
many owners discover they simply aren’t effective in
their layouts. Consider installing sweep inlets through-
out your home and simply brush debris towards its
opening to eliminate it. These powerful vents do away
with the need to search for a dustpan or awkwardly
bend over every time you sweep a room.

Connected Home

Today’s technology gives us the ability to stay con-
nected with our loved ones everywhere we go. So, why
not take advantage of the way it also benefits the home?
Consider installing these smart upgrades to change the
way you interact with your property.

Smart thermostat: Save money with a thermostat
that learns your behaviors and automatically sets the
temperature. Most can also be manually changed re-
motely, from your smartphone.

Security system: Be alerted any time something goes
awry at home, no matter where you are. Many services
include accessible cameras, so you can view the interior
and exterior of your property from a smart device.

Smart locks: Engage or disengage your home’s lock
from anywhere. They are great for double checking the
door while youre away or unlocking it before hauling
in the groceries.
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HOME IMPROVEMENT GUIDE | FINANCES

Home Equity Loans

If your renovation
plans will take a toll on
your wallet, you may

be interested in .
acquiring a home
improvement loan.

These special finances differ from a
traditional borrowing agreement and
can offer great advantages.

Before attempting to qualify for a
loan, it is a good idea to check your
credit score. Sit down with an expert to

discover and resolve delinquent accounts

or dispute issues that may be errors. You  © adobe stock

Help your clients

turn a fixer-upper
into a keeper

o L2

At Evergreen Home Loans, we know that not all properties have instant curb appeal. Sometimes they need a little extra work.

That's why we're pleased to offer the Fannie Mae HomeStyle® Renovation Mortgage. HomeStyle® provides a way to make
repairs or improvements to property with a fixed rate, one-time close transaction. Some highlights of the program include:

« Stick built; 1-4 family owner occ., SFR investment properties and SFR « Conforming loan limits only (High Balance allowed on Stick-built
2nd homes. properties in applicable counties).

« Manufactured Homes (MFH); owner occupied properties only. « Max 95% LTV owner occ purchase, SFR stick-built properties (97% LTV

« No structural improvements allowed on MFH’s. for FTHB)

« MFH property must already meet FNMA MFH guidelines. (title « Max 90%LTV SFR 2nd Homes and Max 85%LTV SFR investment property
eliminated, etc.) « Maximum 9 month construction period.

« Max renovation cost cannot exceed 75% of subject to completion value -« Regular PITI (plus Ml if applicable) payments start from the 1st payment.
on stick-built homes and 50% on manufactured homes (or max $50K « Interest rate is the same for the life of the loan.
reno cost, whichever is less). « Unused construction funds are applied to loan balance. Payment

« One-time close with one low interest rate. remains the same.

« Conventional loan - Fannie Mae 15, 20 and 30 year fixed guidelines.

Think a fixer upper may be a keeper for your client? Give us a call today to learn more about HomeStyle® Renovation Mortgages.

HomeStyle® is a registered trademark of Fannie Mae.

1. Standard LTV/CLTV limitations apply; maximum renovation cost is lesser of 50% “As Completed” value or $500,000; structural changes prohibited.

2.Inspections are required for all work items that are more than $5,000. Additional contractor requirements may apply.

3.The renovation costs are limited to 50% of the “ As Completed” appraised value.

4. For principle residences only with a maximum term of 6 months. If the property cannot be occupied during the renovation, an escrow account for mortgage payments that may
come due during the renovation period can be set up.

Information is valid as of 8/19 but is subject to change.

Brooke Buchheit, Andrea Price, Jamie Fritzsche, ™.
Loan Officer Sales Manager Loan Officer -‘;/ ®
NMLS 1460570 NMLS 983751 NMLS 1030946 ’ everg reen
503-860-9332 541-992-2863 541-223-2813 HOME LOANS
www.evergreenhomeloans.com/ Branch NMLS 983751
© 2020 Evergreen Home Loans is a registered trade name of Evergreen M e Mortgage C ® NMLS ID 3182. Trade/service marks

are the property of Evergreen Home Loans. All rights reserved. Licensed under: Alaska Mortgage Broker/Lender AK3182 and AK3182-1; Arizona
Mortgage Banker 0910074; California Licensed by Department of Business Oversight under the California Residential Mortgage Lending Act

nuiw = 4130291; Colorado Mortgage Company Registration; Idaho Mortgage Broker/Lender MBL-3134; Nevada Mortgage Banker 3130; Nevada
Mortgage Broker 4837; Licensed under the Oregon Consumer Finance Act ML-3213; Washington Consumer Loan Company CL-3182; Wyoming
Mortgage Lender/Broker 3467.

will have a much better chance at receiv- Requirements
ing fair financial backing if your credit Even if you have the appropriate
history is in good standing. amount of equity in your home, there

are other factors that will determine if

Differences From Traditional you're approved. Here are a few things to
Loans consider from the Lending Tree.

According to the experts at Lending Income: The amount you make will
Tree, a home equity loan is defined as have a great affect on your loan. You
one that allows homeowners to bor- will need to prove you make sufficient
row against the equity built up in their income to cover debt and the amount of
homes. You can determine how much the future loan. Be prepared to present
equity you have in your home by sub- check stubs and income tax forms.
tracting the balance of your mortgage An appraisal: To determine the mar-

from the fair market value of the home, ket value of your home, a professional
which usually requires an appraisal. appraisal is typically required by lenders.
According to the Federal Trade Com- An expert will evaluate your property
mission, lenders will expect you to have ~ and determine what it's worth.

at least an 85 percent loan-to-value ratio Credit history: A lender will scruti-
after you take out a home equity loan. nize this log to discover your payment

history to your other debtors.
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Inevitably, there will
come a time when
a homeowner needs a
professional.
Sometimes, the DIY
approach can lead
to dangerous results
or situations where
problems become
worse. If you feel a
repair or remodel is
out of your comfort
zone, don't hesitate to
hire an expert.

Before signing a contract with the
first company in the yellow pages, do
some research. Here are a few things to
consider.

Licensed and Bonded?

One of the initial questions you
should ask during your meeting with a
potential contractor is if they are li-
censed. Some states even require work-
ers to carry a special license, too. This
can apply to many different occupations
like electricians, plumbers and general
contractors.

Make sure they are legally connected
to the work being completed. When a
specialized person is carrying the proper
licensing, they are more likely to abide
by other laws like permit requirements
and inspections. It can be dangerous for
projects to be completed by someone
who is unfamiliar with the policies and
codes that come with construction.

When working with a contractor,
it’s also important they are covered by a
surety bond, or an insurance policy that

AT YOUR SERVICE | GETTING STARTED

Hiring a Home Service Pro

nisy
© adobe stock

protects a property owner. This coverage
is beneficial in the instance that work is
incomplete or doesn't satisfy the contract
you agreed to.

Referrals and Testimonials

Before choosing a service pro, you
should also ask for first-hand testimo-
nials from previous clients. Reputable
contractors should have contact infor-
mation for willing participants who can
shed light on their work. Take notes
about instances regarding their timeline,
satisfaction of work and how well they
followed up to any issues.

Shop Around
Don't be shy to ask for free estimates
from several contractors in your area.

& »

You may get a general idea of the cost of

on price may not always be the best
a project by pricing materials yourself at  route. Make sure you are investing in
a home improvement store. someone with knowledge and experi-

Keep in mind, deciding strictly based  ence to complete the renovation.

CrowbDER ELECTRICAL SERVICES, LLC

Fast Experienced Local

Electrical work is not a hobby,
hire a professional!

541-921-3838

andycrowder@aol.com Andrew Crowder, Owner ccsizzse




Howme Ymprovement

The health of your
lawn will make a
difference toward how
your home is perceived
by others.

In minor cases, you can repair patch-
es, but sometimes a complete overhaul
is necessary. Become the envy of your
block this year by bringing a fresh breath
of life into the greenery.

Here are a few common issues that
many Americans notice in their yards
and how to correct them, according to
Consumer Reports.

Crabgrass
This irritating weed often sprouts
along with the rest of your lawn. It’s also

HOME IMPROVEMENT GUIDE | LANDSCAPING

Repair a Damaged Lawn

notorious for promoting soil erosion, so
eliminating it quickly is important. One
way to contain the issue is by applying
the natural herbicide corn gluten meal.
This is a natural alternative to chemi-
cal herbicides that works quickly to
stop crabgrass in its tracks. You also can
lessen the toll it takes by setting the deck
on your mower to just over 3 inches. If
grass is cut too short, it creates a wel-
coming environment for the weeds.

Not Enough Sun

While the position of the sun is out of
your hands, you can still use a strategy to
enhance the attractiveness of the shady
parts of your yard. Consider accepting
the loss of green grass and create a beau-
tiful mixture of shade-tolerant flowers or
construct a patch of concrete or gravel
for a seating area.

Big Problems

If you have tried and tried again to
grow grass in a certain area without luck,
it’s possible the ground is beyond repair.
To correct this, starting from scratch is
usually your best option.

Experts recommend digging up
the damaged section, plus six inches
of surrounding healthy lawn, to about
two-inches deep. You will then want to
level out the soil and add a plant-based
compost before replanting grass seed.
You can have a better chance at success
by using sod, but the price difference is
significant over seedlings.

You can also to get a soil test. You can
find a DIY kit or hire a professional from
your local United States Department of
Agriculture agency to analyze the state
of your soil. An expert will give you first-
hand instructions on how to resolve the
problem and promote growth.

© adobe stock
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[ it promiesa PEOFLE RECOMMEND "

842-5105

WE ARE HERE TO HELP WITH YOUR &
¥} SUMMER HOME IMPROVEMENTS M

New Construction « Repair Service &
ol Drain Cleaning ¢ Remodeling
"*\;! Water Heater Sales & Service

.. “ Heat Pump Hybrid Water Heater Installation

- CLARK’S PLUMBING, INC.
842-5105

- —

\

H49077

Add some COIOP to your summer

With our

RECYCLED
LATEX PAINT

2ol

3 1/2 gallon bucket for $§5

7 colors to choose from

il

J

No coupon necessary. Offer good until June 30, 2020 at the Solid Waste Department only.
Available at the following locations:
By appointment only.

Tillamook County Solid Waste

34995 Necarney City Rd 503 Marolf Loop 38255 Brooten Road
Manzanita, OR 97130 Tillamook, OR 97141 Pacific City, OR 97135
Open: Thursdays thru Mondays 10—4 ~ Open: Mondays thru Thursdays by appt. Open: Fridays, Saturdays & Mondays 9—4

Call 503.815.3975 for more information

Manzanita Transfer Station Pacific City Transfer Station

H49080
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Whether you are in
the process of planning
a major renovation or a
small upgrade you may

not be equipped to

handle, an expert can
manage the project
professionally. Looking
for a contractor in your
area comes with many
advantages.

One of the greatest benefits consum-
ers receive when hiring locally is having
a personal touch and knowledge of the
area. For instance, if you are remodeling
your home to sell, they will likely have
recommendations for popular trends
that buyers are looking for. Local handy-
men can also give you a better estimate
on pricing as they are familiar with the
pricing structure in your community.

Locally Based

Being in close contact with the office
of your contractor can streamline the
construction or remodeling process. You
can discuss alterations to your plans or
check progress. During a project, you
should expect to get know people at
the office on a first-name basis; you will
likely be in frequent contact.

When working with a national
construction company, you will likely
be doing most of your communication
with a call center where the one answer-
ing phone calls may not be familiar with
your case.

Follow Up
Locally based contractors are easier to
reach out to with concerns or questions
about their work. Don’t find yourself
scrambling to pay for another company

AT YOUR SERVICE | SHOP LOCAL

Deal with Local Contractors

© adobe stock

to correct an issue caused by a company
who has already left town to pursue
other opportunities. Before hiring some-
one in your community, it's a good idea
to ask about warranties. Since they are
nearby, you can have peace of mind that
problems can be quickly alleviated.

Hometown Reputation

Local construction contractors are
usually a pillar in the community. You
can likely see examples of their work by
driving down the street and their adver-
tisements will be prominently displayed
outside of recent projects. First-hand
tfeedback from your friends and neigh-
bors should be considered when decid-
ing on who to hire.

Benefit Local Economy
Of course, supporting a company
who does business in your backyard also

gives a big boost in supporting your lo-

cal economy.

If you are satisfied with the contrac-
tor’s performance, don’t be afraid to pat
them on the back by recommending
their services to friends and loved ones.

NEHALEM BaY READY Mix © MOHLER SAND & GRAVEL, LLC

* Hot Water

* Prompt Delivery

* Crushed Rock

e Fill Material

¢ Drain Rock

¢ Rip Rap

* Decorative Boulders
e Bark

CCB #160326

Call in advance for Saturday delivery. 20890 Foss Road, Nehalem

503-368-5157

H70164
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It's easy to take running
water for granted.
However, when it isn’t
working, our daily
routines can be suddenly
thrown out the window
or even worse, there
could be extensive
damage. Don't entrust
your home’s pipes to just
anyone.

Building a relationship with a local
plumber before disaster strikes can alle-
viate the risks of making a poor decision

during an emergency. When researching

NEWLocal Business!

Qm[cty Workam Fw Prm

" RESIDENTIAL &
COMMERCIAL

* Troubleshoot * Drain Cleaning
* Sewage Pumps * Camera Locator
* (rease Trap Lines
* Drainfield Restoration

24, HOUR SERVIC
c:dé 541-921-3285

J a}} AdvancedSewer4223@yahoo.com
SERVING THE CENTRAL OREGON COAST

AT YOUR SERVICE | TYPES OF CONTRACTORS

Plumbing Professional

© adobe stock

services in your area, make sure they are
licensed and insured, and that they have
good references. Once you have made a
decision, make an appointment for an
initial inspection of your plumbing.

Routine Maintenance

According to the Insurance Institute
for Business and Home Safety, plumbing
supply system failures cost an average of
$5,092 per incident. Many failures can
be avoided by having a licensed plumber
inspect and maintain your system peri-
odically.

Here are a few things they will look
for.

« Corrosion, blockages and signs of
swelling of pipes and joints.

« Integrity and performance of ap-
pliances like water heaters and sump
pumps.

« Tight connections and leaks at fit-
tings.

Appliances

If you have ever experienced a water
heater failure, you know how inconve-
nient and disastrous the results may be.
A cold shower isn’t the only headache
you can face when this sometimes-for-
gotten appliance breaks down. Residen-
tial units are usually designed to hold
20-120 gallons of water, if a leak goes
unnoticed, catastrophic water damage
can strike to the surrounding areas.

Many homes rely on a sump pump

to evacuate storm drainage or waste
water from a lower level. If a unit fails
while you are away, the fluids can cause
flooding or mold if it is left standing in a
cool, damp basement. Ensure your water
appliances are working efficiently to pro-
tect your family’s health and safety.

During an Emergency

Once you have built a relation-
ship with a plumbing service, you may
receive priority during an emergency.
Make sure to ask your plumber to show
you the location and functionality of
the main water shutoff in case disaster
strikes. This can help limit the damage
while they travel to your location.
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Spend more time
enjoying the warm
weather by
employing a
professional lawn
service to maintain
your backyard.

An expert can help with routine
maintenance, upgrades and even resur-
rect damaged lawns. One key advantage
of hiring a lawn care business is access
to their knowledge and equipment. In
many instances, hiring a professional
can be a better value than purchasing a
large piece of machinery to achieve your

outdoor visions.

Saves You Time
Mowing the lawn is a chore most
Americans despise once the summer
heat turns intense. The job can be an un-
dertaking, especially if you rely on older
equipment that is much less efficient
than commercial machines. Professional

services can take the stress and dangers

of working outside during extreme tem-

—

AT YOUR SERVICE | TYPES OF CONTRACTORS

The Right Lawn Care Contractor

© adobe stock

peratures off your shoulders.
Of course, a beautiful lawn requires
much more than regular clippings.

Mastering fertilizing techniques, disease

AVERILL

L ANDSCAPING
MATERIALS

Bark Dust (Fir & Hemlock)

Compost ¢ Red Rock e Decorative Rock

Pickup Or Delivery Available

503-457-6023 or 503-801-1214

H80023

prevention and weed management can
take years of research and trial-and-

error. Experts in the lawn care industry
have knowledge to address and resolve

trouble areas in your yard.

Large Projects

If you have a large renovation proj-
ect in mind, a team of professionals can
exceed your expectations in both the
time it takes and finished results. Find
a professional service with the means
to bring efficient equipment to make
the job quicker. When searching for the

team to perform the task, make sure they

are fully insured. You may find yourself
in trouble with homeowner’s insurance
if an uninsured person experiences an

accident on the property.

Finding Problems Throughout
the Year

Even if your lawn has been treated
and is on the verge of recovery, don’t be
surprised if warm-weather conditions
invite pesky bacteria or weeds. During
regular maintenance, a professional ser-
vice can recognize incoming issues and
react before they take over your beauti-

fully landscaped yard.
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AT YOUR SERVICE | PAPERWORK

Time and Materlals Contract

Many contractors choose to
implement a time-and-
materials contract to protect
themselves from unexpected
issues during a project.

However, this type of clause isn’t only beneficial to
a handyman; it also prevents homeowners from being
caught off guard. When discussing bids with different
contractors, it’s a good idea to understand their policy
on unforeseen problems and how they plan to resolve
them. It’s unfair to expect them to front the bill while
making unquoted repairs, but also unjust for you to dig
deeper in your pockets to cover costs you didn't agree

on.
The relationship between contractor and home-
owner can become tense during these situations. After
deciding on a fixed rate, work out a time-and-materials
contract to cover the best interests of both parties.

DIC. CI( )‘f’ LOVI

7 Always fresh. Always organic.
Always non-GMO.

We're here for all of your organic gardening needs.
Vegetable Starts - Fruiting Plants
Herbs - Flower Starts
Beautiful Blooming Baskets

f (503) 815-8142 ©

Brickyard_farms@outlook.com
4940 Brickyard Rd
Tillamook, Oregon

H49086
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Here is more information to help you understand this
additional contract, as reported by the Federal Trade
Administration.

Who is Responsible
for the Additional Costs?

Both a construction company and homeowner will
have to bend a little to make a T&M contract work
properly. A contractor should have in place an hourly
billing rate which can cover:

» Wages and indirect costs.

o General and administrative expenses.

« Profit.

It’s important to know the Federal Acquisition
Regulations state the costs are to include only those
that are clearly excluded from the “labor hour rate”
which includes direct-labor costs, like salary and over-
head charges. During most acceptable contracts, it’s

also written that materials will be sold at cost and not
marked up for profit.

How it Protects the Homeowner

The legal document seems to only protect the
construction company as they are still recovering costs
for materials and partial labor. There are also several
advantages homeowners have under the agreement.

During many projects, there is simply no way to
expect the situations a contractor will run into. For
instance, if you are removing a wall, there may be
signs of mold left behind from past water damage. Or
the integrity of a floor or joist may be compromised
which could lead to serious problems down the road. A
time-and-materials contract will ensure the problems
are discovered and resolved at a price that homeowners
have previously agreed on. Don't let your renovation be
compromised by unforeseen issues that weren't a part
of the initial contract.
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The details of a
payment schedule
should be concrete

before agreeing to a
contract. Especially for
large renovations,
financial differences
can cause the project
to be delayed or never
completed. Work with

a contractor to
develop a plan that

fits for you both.

Of course, before you begin negotia-
tions, develop a budget. If financing is
necessary, you should check different
options for the best deal. Be careful
before committing to interest rates or
monthly payments that can be difficult
to live up to.

Once you have your finances in
order, reach out to contractors in the
area to get bids and, eventually, sign a
contract. Here are some tips to remem-
ber when determining the best practice
to pay a construction company.

GSe;g"\’ling Lincoln

AT YOUR SERVICE | FINANCES

How to Pay Your Contractor

© adobe stock

Cash Only?

If during negotiations, a bidder in-
sists that the work must be paid in cash,
it’s a good idea to look elsewhere. With-
out the paper trail from a credit card

PEIY e

€',

CCB #155472 @-Ll—ml_l—

ELECTRICAL CONSTRUCTION n.

Lincoln Clty (541)994 9014

il

ww;we_stens

Newport. (541),265-8067

t t'onlme.com

payment or check, you have no proof
that a payment was made. This can lead
to many headaches. The Federal Trade
Commission also recommends avoiding
contractors who ask you pay everything
up front or urges you to use a lender the
contractor has a relationship with.

The easiest method to track is by
credit card payment. However, if you
will write a check, be sure to make
copies of financial documentation,
including a copy of the payment, a clear
explanation for a memo and proof it was
deducted from your account.

Pay for Progress
How much you put down for a down
payment will depend on the size of your
project. Large renovations may require a

hefty amount down to pay for materials.
After the initial payment, set up follow-
up payments based on achievements
rather than dates. This will encourage
the contractor to complete construction
on the agreed schedule.

Final Payment

Before paying the final balance, do a
walkthrough of the project and ensure
the work was done per your instruc-
tions. The FTC urges Americans to use a
sign-off checklist which should include:

o Proof all subcontractors and suppli-
ers have been paid.

o You have inspected and approved
the completed work.

« The job site has been cleaned of all
materials, tools and equipment.
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Research Local Costs

While most contractors
are fair with their asking price,
you can be taken advantage of
if you are unfamiliar with the
costs of materials and labor.

During your plans for a big project, take time to
research average prices to determine what you should
expect.

This isn’t only a good strategy to know if you
are being treated fairly during estimates, it can also
help develop a budget for the project. Keep in mind,
contractors may choose to mark up materials a slight
percentage to help cover some expenses they face.

Understanding the general cost of the renovation
will give you a good idea about the honesty and integ-

rity of the companies you interview.

\\s\§§ | N

All Blinds and Shades 25% off
Tims Upholstery And Blinds

Serving residential & commercial customers for over 20 years

Call to Schedule your FREE Estimate
(503)801-1326 o (503)842-2415
timhurdupholstery.webs.com

1112 Fir Avenue
Tillamook, Oregon 97141
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Visit the Local
Hardware Store
Even if you aren’t an expert at construction, a visit

to the local hardware store can help you get an idea of
costs. Don’t be afraid to ask questions of the experts
there and make note of their recommendations and
any special tools required. Make a detailed list includ-
ing materials you may have forgotten like screws, nails
or fasteners. Costs of these smaller items can add up
during a major renovation project.

Talk to Your Friends
and Neighbors
If your construction plans were inspired by some-
one else’s upgrade, don’t shy away from asking them a

general idea of the cost.

Using their experience, you can get a grasp on what
to expect in terms of labor and a timeframe for com-
pletion. Having general knowledge about the project
will encourage questions you have during the initial
estimate meeting.

Make Your
Knowledge Known

If a contractor’s bid on materials seems much higher
than what you had planned, make sure to ask why. It’s
easy to gather your own prices by selecting the most af-
fordable items at the hardware store, but it’s not always
the right choice for the project. Pay attention to their
explanation, as it’s likely their expertise shows that
higher-quality components are more durable for your
specific renovation.
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Build a Privacy Fence

HOME IMPROVEMENT GUIDE | BACKYARD

Make your backyard paradise private by enclosing it
with a wooden or vinyl fence. If your household has

young children or pets, this barrier can ensure they have

a safe place to play outdoors. Depending on the size of
your property, this project can be quite an investment,
but the benefits can be well worth the cost.

Before you begin searching for a con-
tractor or preparing to do the job your-
self, check with the local government to
ensure your project is legal. You may be
required to get a permit before construc-
tion can be started. It is also a good plan
to hire a surveyor to make sure the fence
doesn’t intrude on a neighbor’s property.
This can cause big trouble and expensive

modifications down the road.

Choose the Material
Depending on the type of fencing
materials you choose to use, it may alter
how you plan for the number of supplies

you need to complete the job. Here are
two of the most common styles you can
use.

Vinyl: This type of fence is the
way to go if you are looking for a low-
maintenance addition. Pre-cut panels
are typically offered in six- or eight-foot
sections. The downside to vinyl is its

part...

or oil to heat your home or business

Cindi Fostveit at (541) 992-2522

BLUE IS SIMPLY REMARKABLE

Natural gas can cost half as much as electricity

Do you think about your home’s energy use? Maybe not. But if you have natural
gas, you feel good about how clean and efficient it is. You like the control you
have when you're cooking. And just how warm it makes you feel. You know it’s
always there when you need it, with comfort at your fingertips. And the best

It’s abundant, home grown, and it can cost half as much as electricity

For more information about switching to affordable natural gas, please contact:

EFFICIENT. AFFORDABLE. BLUE. aturo

cost as it is much more expensive than
traditional fences.

Wood: This old-fashioned material is
great for those who want an affordable
price but don’t mind treating it periodi-
cally. There are options of using pre-cut
panels or individual pickets; the latter is
great for uneven yards, allowing for each
piece of wood to be placed at proper
levels.

Measuring the Perimeter

After you have double checked that
your future fence line won't intrude on
your neighbor’s property and you've
decided on the material you want to use,
it’s time to measure. Divide the number
of feet by the length of wood you are
using to reveal exactly how much you
need.
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Contractor or DIY?
Installing a fence is not impossible for
those who choose to do it themselves.

However, professional contractors have

the experience and special tools to get
the job done right, the first time.

&e.’_

comes from a place of safetﬁnd
security that only a home caf bring.

T Habitat

of Lincoln County

LINCOLN CITY
2150 SW Hwy 101
(541) 614-1060

Habltat for Humanity

of Lincoln County

Re Store

www.habitatlincoln.org @

Everyone deserves the opportunity to build a better life.
Donate or volunteer at habitatlincoln.org.

NEWPORT
134 E Olive St.
(541) 264-8585

! CCB #217601
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503 919- 0764 |

jsholzgrafe@gmail.com

CALL OR VISIT US TODAY'

www.tlcfcu.org
503-842-7523

1510 3rd St Tillamook

gagellcconstruction.com
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