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Charlotte Lehto Insurance Agency, Inc.

Serving The Oregon Coast For Over 20 Years

Personal & 
Commercial Insurance
Autos • Homes • Flood • Life Insurance 

•  Contractors & Bonds

Charlotte Lehto

• Homeowners Insurance
• Renters insurance
• Mortgage Insurance
• Tsunami Zone & Flood Insurance
• Best Rate Bundles
• Free Consultations
• We’re here to help!

Charlotte Lehto  
Insurance Agency, Inc.

Serving The Oregon Coast For Over 20 Years

4270 NE Highway 101 • Lincoln City, OR 97367

541-994-2884
clehto@farmersagent.com 

• Homeowners Insurance
• Renters insurance
• Mortgage Insurance
• Tsunami Zone & Flood Insurance
• Best Rate Bundles 
• Free Consultations
• We’re here to help!

Personal & Commercial Insurance
• Autos • Homes • Flood • Life Insurance  

• Contractors & Bonds

Charlotte Lehto

Medicare Supplement, Advantage 
and Prescription Drug Plans

Health Insurance On And Off The Federal Health 
Insurance Marketplace

Dental • Vision • Short Term Medical

Medicare Supplement, Advantage and Prescription Drug Plans
Health Insurance on and off the Federal Health Insurance Marketplace.

Dental • Vision • Short Term Medical

clehto@farmersagent.com • charlotte@insurancestores.com

Visit our NEW website www.charlottelehto.com  
4270 NE Highway 101 • Lincoln City, OR 97367 

541-994-2884

We’re your friends in the insurance business!



Crystal’s 
Chimney Service

Jerry & Crystal
Crystal Knittel

Call 831-261-0034
Chimney Sweeps

Serving the Oregon 

Coast and Beyond

Call us today
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So, you’ve decided to 
build a home from 

scratch. While there are 
numerous advantages 
to building your dream 
house from the ground up, 
there’s one important thing 
to think about that many 
people often forget: land. 
Finding the perfect plot of 
land is difficult. You might 
think that all you need is 
to find the one that seems 
the most aesthetically 
pleasing, but there are a 
few important consider-
ations you need to make 
before you buy.

Zoning laws 

Before you buy a plot 

of land, it’s important to 
verify what kind of zoning 
restrictions exist for the 
area you’re looking into. 
You want to make sure 
that the land surrounding 
the property doesn’t have 
planning permission for 
warehouses, apartment 
complexes or even high-
ways.

Location

Is your desired plot 
part of a larger real estate 
development? What kind of 
school district is it in? What 
kind of view is your plot 
going to give you? These 
are all important questions 
you need to ask before 

committing to buying a plot 
of land.  

Utilities and resources

You need to know ex-
actly what kind of access to 
utilities your land will have. 
This includes water, elec-
tricity, waste management 
and even internet access.

Flood risks

The composition of your 
land is also important. Find 
out what kind of risk your 
land will be at for flooding. 
This will determine what 
kind of insurance you’ll 
need to purchase when it 
comes time to build.

Buying land: What you need to know



CCB# 222261

RESIDENTIAL 
CONTRACTOR

503-919-0764
jsholzgrafe@gmail.com

gagellcconstruction.com

Home Repairs • New Builds
Home Remodels 

Custom Projects • Windows
Decks • Siding • Roofs

Free Estimates!

Gage LLC wishes you and your families 
good health and peace of mind always. 
We are safely up and running to keep our 
client’s homes healthy and comfortable. 
We are here to help if you are looking to 
build a new home, remodel, or you need 
any repairs done. 
- Heidi & Jacob Holzgrafe



Energy ReImagined
Natural Gas offers reliable heat, more control for 
precise cooking, and lower energy bills with high-
efficiency appliances.

Plus with Renewable Natural Gas, we can help the 
environment by turning waste  into low-carbon, reliable 
energy. Soon to be delivered through the existing 
pipeline system, so you can make a difference without 
changing a thing.

It’s your energy, reimagined.

Learn more at .com

More Comfort, Less Impact



(541) 994-2178
1818 N.E. 21st St.
Lincoln City, OR 97367www.thenewsguard.com

Local county news.
Every day. Online.

Keep up to date on local stories, events, and ads 
by visiting www.thenewsguard.com
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1603 SE East Devils Lake Rd., 
Lincoln City, OR 97367

Owner - Rick Hatton 
garagedoorsales@embarqmail.com

www.garagedoorsaleslc.com

541-994-3200

SCAPPOOSE
Sand & Gravel Co.

33485 NE Crown Zellerbach Logging 
Rd, Scappoose, OR 97056

Phone: (503) 543-8821
FAX: (503) 543-7997

scappoosesg@gmail.com
www.scappoosesandandgravel.com 

ROCK, SAND, BARKDUST, DIRT, AND MORE

Ryan Cell 541-921-4951
Beverly Cell 541-921-5831

Rnb.contracting2018@gmail.com
r-bcontractingllc.com

Ryan and Beverly Mcllhargey • CCB # 232398 • Now lead certified!

FINE WOODWORKING
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We show up for the small jobs!
Residential and Commercial

Free Estimate within 50 miles of Lincoln City

• Carpentry • Flooring Install • Fencing • Painting • Dry Wall, Mud 
• Texturing, Deck or Porch • Kitchen & bath remodel



CAN UNLOCK A WORLD 
Your HomeTHE KEY to 

In the Market to BUY or REFI?
We have smart home loan options 
to get you started. 

Already a HOMEOWNER?
Take advantage of a Home Equity Loan to remodel,  
pay for college tuition,  or plan the ultimate vacation.

Finance up to 100% of your home’s value, less what you owe.

Pay little to no fees.

No closing costs except escrow and appraisal if needed.

Fibrefamily

FibreCU

Text: Your Home to 360-351-4111

LEARN MORE
& APPLY ONLINE TODAY!

of POSSIBILITIES

A DIVISION OF
C R E D I T  U N I O N
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Credit is defined as a 
customer obtaining 

services or products before 
payment with the trust that 
payment will be made in 
the future. Credit affords 
people purchasing power 
they would not have if they 
had to pay for something 
outright at the time of 
checkout. In addition, credit 
enables men and women to 
finance expensive automo-
biles, buy homes or furnish 
those homes, contributing 
much to the foundation of a 
strong economy. 

A strong credit history 
and score is vital to per-
sonal finance. The steps 
people take concerning 
their finances can greatly 
affect their credit. Identify-
ing the behaviors that may 
be detrimental and those 
that are beneficial can help 
customers reevaluate their 
habits and improve their 
creditworthiness in the eyes 
of lenders.

Payment history

The financial advise-
ment resource Credit 
Karma says one of the 

most important factors af-
fecting credit scoring is pay-
ment history. Having a long 
history of making payments 
on time is essential for a 
strong credit score. Missed 
payments and a reputation 
for paying late can drive 
ratings down. It can take 
some time to recover from 
late payments. Failure to 
recognize late or missed 
payments may result in 
bankruptcy or tax liens, 
which are a heavy black 
mark on credit.

Credit utilization rate

Credit utilization refers 
to the amount of credit you 
have available, based on 
credit card limits, compared 
to the amount of credit 
you’re actually using by 
way of the balances on 
credit cards, advises the 
credit tracking company 
Experian. Lenders prefer 
to see ratios of around 30 
percent or less. To calculate 
credit utilization rate, divide 
your credit card balance by 
your credit limit. So if your 
balance is $600 and your 
limit is $1000, that’s a utili-

zation rate of 60 percent.

Number of accounts

The number of open 
accounts you have affects 
your credit score. Scoring 
models often look back 
and consider how many 
accounts are open and if 
there are any outstanding 
balances.

Length of credit history

The length of your credit 
history is another factor that 
affects your score, accord-
ing to Investopedia. Credit 
scoring takes into account 
the age of your oldest ac-
count, if you’ve used that 
account recently, as well 
as the average age of all 
your accounts, including 
the newest. Closed ac-
counts can stay on your 
credit report for up to 10 
years, but when an ac-
count closes, this will affect 
your credit history average. 
Credit scoring rubrics will 
determine just how the ratio 
of new to old accounts and 
frequency of use will impact 
your score.

Check your buying power at the front door



Meet your local Agents

Bonnie Laica has spent the last 28 years assisting folks in Columbia, 
Cowlitz, and Clatsop counties with their personal insurance.  She is 
excited to be a part of the Hagan Hamilton team in St. Helens and 
looks forward to engaging with the community.  Helping people find 
solutions to their Medicare, Home, and Auto insurance purchasing 
decisions, and all their personal insurance needs.

Bonnie Laica
bonnie@haganhamilton.com
971-225-3257

HOME • AUTO • BUSINESS • EMPLOYEE BENEFITS • MEDICARE
(503) 397-0123 1620 | Columbia Blvd, St Helens, OR 97051 | haganhamilton.com

David Wasylenko is a long time resident of Columbia County Oregon 
and takes pride in being active and involved in the local community.  
He has 13 years of experience in the insurance industry, which he 
will use to find the right product to protect your business, home, car, 
or even your life!  He is excited to be a part of the St. Helens Hagan 
Hamilton team and looks forward to serving your needs.  

David Wasylenko
davidw@haganhamilton.com
503-987-0164
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Jane Garcia 
503-396-1016

Ali Hasenkamp
503-422-5236

Angela Kane 
503-267-9638

Jennifer Pugsley 
503-313-8130

Stephanie Story
503-819-8320

50 Plaza Square, St. Helens, OR 97051
Office number 503-396-5400

www.facebook.com/KWontheplaza

KW On 
The Plaza



ST. HELENS BRANCH 
1845 COLUMBIA BLVD 
ST. HELENS OR 97051 

(503) 396-5668 
ALL BROKERS LICENSED IN OREGON  

SCAPPOOSE BRANCH 
51673 S. COLUMBIA RIVER HIGHWAY 

SCAPPOOSE  OR 97056 
(503) 543-3751 

LISA ROCKDASCHEL 
(503) 332-8780 

MELISSA SCHULZE 
(541) 530-1892 

TRACIE SMITH 
(503) 369-4557 

SALLY STENNICK 
(503) 369-4729 

K &M REALTY GROUP 
KAREN GOLSON 
MIKE HAFEMAN 
(503) 799-1870 

KAREN E. & KELLI D. TEAM 
KAREN ERLANDSON 

KELLI DUBOIS 
(503) 396-1070 

THE SAWYER TEAM 
JIM & JAYNE SAWYER 

(503) 320-2186 

THE TAMMY SCAMFER TEAM 
TAMMY SCAMFER 
JAMI DELASHMIT 
(503) 806-3820 

THE WRIGHT TEAM 
PAT & SUSAN WRIGHT 

(503) 753-2852 

2  L O C A T I O N S  T O  B E T T E R  S E R V E  O U R  C L I E N T S !  

AMBER  BATES 
(503) 438-0532 

STEPHANIE BLAKE 
(971) 757-0205 

LINDA  BOLEN 
(503) 730-1646 

DIONE BURCHELL 
(503) 318-7299 

DEBBIE CARPENTER 
(503) 329-2926 

CLAIR CLOPTON 
(503) 730-1646 

PATSY  EVERT 
(503) 750-2336 

JIM FISK 
(503) 951-2330 

BRITTANY FLANAGAN 
(503) 310-5370 

TAMI GARRETT 
(503) 544-7407 

JENNY HAUG 
(503) 438-8624 

SCAPPOOSE  

ST.HELENS 

MICK  TAYLOR 
(503) 539-1117 

KATIE  THOMPSON 
(503) 704-0986 

CONNIE THORPE 
(503) 438-5798 

TRACIE  WOODS 
(503) 381-0170 

LEXI  WYATT 
(503) 577-1453 

PEGGY  HOWELL 
(503) 260-9269 

LINDA  ISON 
(503) 396-1369 

BETTY KARSTEN 
(503) 816-6190 

AUSTIN LALANDE 
(503) 206-9977 

KATIE  MOORE 
(503) 396-9579 

THERESA MUTH 
(503) 545-2255 

PAM RENSCH 
(503) 730-0684 

- THE RIGHT PATH TO GETTING YOUR HOME SOLD!  

2 3 

7 

4 5 6 

9 

1 

First, your John L. Scott broker will explain 
to you how the Market Ready Plus+ 
program can help maximize the salability 
and value of your home and property. 

Then, your broker will 
recommend enhancements 
in order to get your home 
and property ready to go 
on the market. 

Next, sign a listing agreement 
with your John L. Scott broker 
and complete the application 
for enhancement budget. 

Your broker with assist you in the 
recommendation of vendors and the 
submission of the information for the 
vendor and enhancement approval. 

Once your budget is approved, 
it’s off to the vendor selection 
and vendor approval. 

Your broker will submit 
your application for 
enhancement budget. 

John L. Scott will collect 
payment for the vendor 
enhancement services on the 
day of settlement with no 
interest or fees charged to you. 

Once approved, it’s time for the vendors 
to go to work. The best part - no money 
out of your pocket is required! John L. 
Scott will pay the vendors directly once 
the work is completed. 

Your home is now 
Market Ready and 
listed for sale. 

$ 

8 

IT IS A SELLERS MARKET, FOR MORE INFORMATION 
CONTACT YOUR LOCAL JOHN L. SCOTT OFFICE TODAY! 



Business Guide
10th Annual 2021 Columbia County

For space reservation, contact Amy: 503-397-0116 or atrull@countrymedia.net

The 2021 Columbia County Business guide is a full color, glossy magazine that showcases 
local business and highlights current news events. It is the go-to reference for visitors, 

newcomers, residents, and potential customers of Columbia County.

The Chronicle The Chief

PUBLICATION DATES: CHRONICLE: JUNE 23, CHIEF: JUNE 25     AD DEADLINE: JUNE 9



COLUMBIA TO COAST
Property MagazineReal Estate • Homes • Land • Commercial

Marketing opportunities
for Columbia, Clatsop, Tillamook, & Lincoln Counties

Showcase your business or property listings 
in the Columbia to Coast Property Magazine, 
that will serve the areas along the Central 
& Northern Coast and along the Columbia 
River counties. This is a quarterly magazine 
that will keep your customers up-to-date on 
your business.  Reserve your space today!

Photo by Matt Brandt Photography

The News Guard: 
newsguardads@countrymedia.net, 541-994-2178
The Chronicle & The Chief:
atrull@countrymedia.net, 503-397-0116
Tillamook Headlight Herald & North Coast Citizen:
headlightads@countrymedia.net, 503-842-7535



19 Columbia to Coast Property Magazine Summer 2021

Nehalem Bay
Ready Mix

Mohler Sand 
& Gravel, LLC

H63014

• Hot Water 
• Prompt Delivery 
• Crushed Rock 
• Fill Material

• Drain Rock 
• Rip Rap 
• Decorative Boulders
• Bark

20890 Foss Road, Nehalem 
503-368-5157

Call in advance for Saturday delivery.

CCB #160326

• FREE Measuring
• FREE Consultation
• FREE In Home Service

• Repair services 
    available
• Best Prices

BLINDS, DRAPES, & MORE
Blinds 4 You Direct

Make your home your sanctuary. 

Blinds, tile, draperies, countertops, 
flooring and more

www.blinds4youdirect.com • (971) 719-7119

CALL TODAY!  
UP TO 75% OFF!

Located on Rock Quarry Way off of 
Hwy. 30 just North of Tide Cr. Rd.
503-397-5180
customerservicetca@gmail.com
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New Construction • Repair Service • Drain Cleaning
Remodeling • Water Heater Sales & Service
Heat Pump Hybrid Water Heater Installation

CLARK’S PLUMBING, INC.  842-5105
H63351

WE ARE HERE TO HELP WITH YOUR 
SUMMER HOME IMPROVEMENTS

CCB #169261

From left to right, Jordan Thompson, Keegan Hagerty, Rusty Robertson, 
Cody Folkema and the baby is our grandson, Frederick Folkema. 

Call 1.800.350.5036
www.rtci.net
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School District Election Candidates Forum 

n See Museum, Page 6

Tillamook County 
Health Department re-

ported Friday, April 2, 37 new 
confirmed COVID-19 cases 
for March 26 – April 1, with 
34 of those being positive and 
three presumptive. The health 
department is monitoring over 
50 cases.

Administrator Marlene Put-
man said during a community 
update April 2 that a person 
from Tillamook County is 
currently hospitalized outside 
of the area.

“We’re keeping an eye on 

that Warning Week data,” 
Putman said. “Earlier this 
week reported that the county 
was nearing the High Risk 
category. Looking at those 
positive cases for the period 
of March 21 through April 1, 
we have 57 cases.”

The county is at risk of 
moving to High Risk with the 
57 cases but data for Friday, 
April 2, and Saturday, April 3, 
will determine the risk level, 
Putman added. The announce-
ment of the risk level will be 
available Tuesday, April 6, 
and effective Friday, April 9.

“Please keep using precau-
tions,” Putman said. “Wear 
a mask and keep 6 feet of 

distance when gathering with 
people outside of your house-
hold; limit those gatherings to 
no more than eight people.”

 To schedule a no-cost 
COVID-19 test, call the 
health center’s COVID-19 
line at 503-842-3900.

 Adventist Health Tilla-
mook President Eric Swan-
son said across Oregon, 155 
people are hospitalized with 
COVID-19. In Region 1 – 
which includes Tillamook, 
Clatsop, Clackamas, Colum-
bia, Multnomah and Washing-
ton counties – have 64 adult 
ICU beds available.

“We have plenty of PPE,” 
Swanson said.

 Emergency Preparedness 
Coordinator Ed Colson said 
weekly vaccine distribution 
was 745 primary doses, 425 
booster doses. A total of 7,620 
Tillamook County residents 
have received one dose of the 
vaccine and 3,629 residents 
are fully vaccinated.

“These data totals are as 
of March 30 due to an issue 
on Alert, which is the state’s 
vaccine reporting site,” 
Colson said. “The data wasn’t 
accessible at this time for 
yesterday.”

Vaccine partners are 
keeping a close eye on 
appointments and continue to 
hold vaccine clinics weekly, 

Colson added. Many users 
of the new online scheduling 
tool have reported how easy 
the tool is.

“You must currently be 
eligible to book an appoint-
ment,” Colson said. “A part of 
the registration does ask this 
question.”

If you are unable to utilize 
the online scheduling tool, 
call the health center’s vac-
cine line at 503-842-3914. 
People are able to schedule 
vaccines up to three weeks 
out.

 Phase 1B, Group 7 will be 
eligible for the vaccine Mon-
day, April 5. This includes 
frontline workers as defined 

by CDC. Frontline workers 
include a long list of people, 
including those who work in 
food service, grocery stores 
and retail stores, colleges, 
U.S. Postal Service, and 
more.

For a complete list of 
what is defined as a frontline 
worker, visit https://tillamook-
chc.org/coronavirus/vaccines/

 The online scheduling tool 
can be found on the website 
above by clicking the GetMy-
Vaccine button.

 
Send comments to: head-

lightreporter@countrymedia.
net

COVID-19 cases increase in Tillamook County

Neah-Kah-Nie School District Director, zone 4

Mike Wantland
56 years old 

Occupation: I have spent 
most my working life in, 
Coaching College and HS 
Baseball and, or the food, 
beverage and entertainment 

industry. 
 Education: I graduated 

Wilson HS 82’ and Portland 
State University 88’ with a BS 
Speech Communication.

 Family: Born and raised 
in Portland, Or. By my parents 
Earl and Edna Wantland. I have 
2 older brothers and an older 
sister. I have 3 adult children. 1 
grandchild and another coming 
in July.

 My mom was born in Rock-
away Beach in 1934. My moms 
side of the family had been in 
Tillamook County well before 
that. Rockaway Beach was the 
only beach I ever knew grow-
ing up. 5 years ago, I made it 
my home.

 Why are you running for 
Neah-Kah-Nie School District 
Director, zone 4?

 I’m running, because I was 

asked to. It was a reasonable 
request and after considering 
it I said yes. I consider myself 
someone that advocates for 
Kids and providing opportuni-
ties for them.   

 What experience/skills do 
you have that makes you the 
best candidate? 

I have no idea if I’m the best 
for this position. That is for oth-
ers to decide. What I do know 
is I have no problem advocat-
ing for every kid. I believe I’m 
an effective leader, as well as, 
a dedicated team player. I will 
approach each challenge with 
Kindness, Compassion and 
Honesty. My words will be 
matched with action and my ac-
tions will have accountability. 
I will demand accountability, 
to the kids, from those I will be 
working with. 

 What is the district’s big-
gest challenge and how will 
you overcome it?

I think if you asked 10 peo-
ple what the biggest challenge 
for this school district is, you’d 
get at least 3or4 answers. There 
are always challenges, but it’s 
those obstacles that truly define 
us. To sit here and pick apart 
the school district would be 
futile and not necessary. But 
introducing new direction is 
important and cant be looked 
at as intimidating. If there is 
one challenge I might foresee, 
is convincing others, that I 
dont have an agenda. This is 
not some ego driven stepping 
stone.  The students voice has 
to be heard and  our actions 
have to back that up.

Damian Laviolette
age 47

Occupation:  Tillamook 
County, Director, Information 
Services – Co-Owner/Opera-
tor Jetty Fishery Marina

Education: • Northern 
Virginia Community College, 
Associate Degree, General 
Studies

• George Fox, bachelor’s 
degree, Management & Orga-
nizational Leadership,

• Western Governors 
University Master of Science 
Information Security and 
Assurance

Family: • Damian Lavio-

lette (NKN Grad 1991)
• Teah Laviolette (NKN Grad 

1992)
• Sabrina Laviolette 8th Grade 

NKN Middle School
• Robert Laviolette Nehalem 

Elementary School
• Caleb Laviolette Nehalem 

Elementary School
• Numerous other relatives 

to include two brothers, sister, 
and nephew who also graduated 
from NKN

Why are you running for 
Neah-Kah-Nie School District 
Director, zone 4? Two primary 
reasons:

• One - an opportunity to 
explore technology, cyber, and 
trade educational opportunities 
within the school district, areas 
of demand in the workforce of 
today and the future.

• Two - an opportunity to 
represent the parents and stu-
dents within district in particular 
my zone and make their needs/
voice represented within the 
board team as collaboratively as 
possible

What experience/skills do 
you have that makes you the 
best candidate?

I know what it means to 
have attended school within 
this district from Kindergarten 
through to High School Gradua-
tion.  Then to have left the local 
area, state, and country to learn 
and experience what life is like 
elsewhere. Finally to return to 
this district with children of our 
own and a clearer understanding 
of the value and opportunities 
this school district and area 
represents for them. Through-
out my journey to date I have 
learned valuable life lessons, 
matured through valuable work 
experience, sought, and obtained 
higher education, worked with, 
and managed diverse teams from 
all over the world at all levels.  
Combining history, experience, 
and education with a strong track 
record of financial/budgetary 
management skills as well as 
Neah-Kah-Nie School District 
Budget Committee experience, 
I believe I stand as a very strong 
candidate, with significant skin 
in the game.

What is the school district’s 
biggest challenge and how will 
you overcome it? 

 Most would likely say fund-

ing or new challenges around 
cultural shift.  I would say it’s 
risk/time management.  Under-
standing how to quantify the top 
risks facing parents, students, 
teaching staff, administrators, 
and school board members with 
the limited time available is 
critical.  The ability to then act 
to manage/mitigate risks, be it 
new gym floors, medical treat-
ment in the school, or shifting 
educational programs becomes 
manageable.  If the risks facing 
our district can’t be quantified 
against each other, the district 
might find itself spending its 
limited time and resources on an 
area of lesser risk, while greater 
risk areas/activities are ignored.  
A functional documented risk 
management framework includ-
ing operational and enterprise 
risk is a must.

Utilizing twenty plus years of 
professional risk management 
skills, education, and life les-
sons.  I would work to enhance 
any existing risk management 
practices, add quantification, 
documentation, and present them 
for transparency sake to the fam-
ilies of the school district.

Tillamook County will move from Moderate 
Risk to High Risk effective Friday, April 9. Tillamook County qualifies for Extreme Risk but moves to High Risk because the statewide trigger for Extreme Risk has not been met, according to a release from the Governor’s office.

Gov. Kate Brown announced Tuesday, April 6, updates to county risk levels under the state’s public health framework to reduce transmission and protect Oregonians from COVID-19. The framework uses four different risk levels for coun-ties based on COVID-19 spread—Extreme Risk, High Risk, Moderate Risk, and Lower Risk—and assigns health and safety measures for each level.Effective April 9 through April 22, there will be 14 counties in the High Risk level, six at Moderate Risk, and 16 at Lower Risk. As case counts and hospitalizations increase and counties qualify for higher risk levels, restrictions on businesses and activities will resume.  
“We are at a critical moment in this pandemic as we face more contagious variants of COVID-19 taking hold in our communities,” said  Brown. “Now more than ever it’s imperative that we 

all continue wearing masks, maintain physical distance, stay home when sick, and get the vaccine when it’s available to you.”
 New statewide metric added for determining Extreme Risk level
 COVID-19 hospitalizations are a key indica-tor of severe illness in Oregon communities. As vaccine distribution increases, case counts and percent positivity will not be adequate indicators on their own for measuring the threat COVID-19 poses to public health. This week, Oregon is add-ing a statewide hospitalization metric for moving to Extreme Risk.
 Beginning this week, for counties to move to (or remain in) Extreme Risk, they must meet the county metrics for case rates and percent positiv-ity, plus a new statewide metric: COVID-19 posi-tive patients occupying 300 hospital beds or more, and a 15% increase in the seven-day average over the past week. Counties that meet the criteria for Extreme Risk but for the statewide trigger will be assigned to High Risk.
This week there are three counties that qualify for Extreme Risk based on their county metrics, but are assigned High Risk because the statewide trigger has not been met: Josephine, Klamath, and Tillamook.
 Four counties enter two-week caution period
 The two-week caution period applies to 

counties facing backward movement. Counties that reduced their COVID-19 spread enough to move down in risk level in the previous two-week period, but see their numbers go back up in the next two-week period, are given a two-week cau-tion period to re-focus efforts to drive back down creeping case numbers and give local businesses additional certainty on their plans for operating.
 This week, the caution period applies to five counties:
Baker County qualifies for Extreme Risk but is given a two-week caution period at Lower Risk because it moved down from Moderate Risk in the 
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International Police Museum reopens in Downtown Wheeler
International Police Mu-

seum is set to reopen in 
Wheeler, within the confines 
of Wheeler Treasures, in early 
April, around April 5-10. En-
ter the front door of Wheeler 
Treasures and go straight to 
get to the museum. Wheeler 
Treasures is located at 395 
Nehalem Blvd. The museum 
had been formally located in 

Rockaway Beach.
Displays at the new loca-

tion include police and local 
history, U.S. and international 
helmet/badge displays, evi-
dence collection, a polygraph 
display, handcuffs, and more. 
Museum displays are con-
stantly evolving.

“We have had something 
interactive for children,” Ex-
ecutive Director Ed Wortman 
said. “We will have a finger-
print station for the children.”

Wortman said the kids 
would also be able to partic-
ipate in an interactive Bear 
Facts scavenger hunt. The 
scavenger hunt usually comes 
with a prize at the end.

“This last summer, because 
of COVID, we worked a pro-
gram with the local ice cream 
shop,” Wortman said. “They 

got a children’s ice cream 
cone.”

The museum will discuss 
options of prizes for kids 

during a board meeting in a 
couple of weeks, Wortman 
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Tillamook County moves to High Risk

Hilary Dorsey
Staff Writer

 

Tillamook County moved to 

High Risk effective Friday, 

April 9, through Thursday, April 

22. The county did meet previous 

metrics to move to Extreme Risk, 

but under Gov. Kate Brown’s new 

statewide metrics, the county did 

not meet all metrics to move to 

Extreme Risk. The new metrics in-

clude COVID-19 positive patients 

occupying at least 300 hospital 

beds and a 15 percent increase in 

cases in the seven-day average over 

the past week.
 “Remember to limit those gath-

erings to no more than eight people 

outdoors,” Administrator Marlene 

Putman said of the High Risk level 

during a community update April 

9. “There’s different guidance for 

different settings.”

 Putman said positive CO-

VID-19 cases continue to increase 

among all ages now. In the last 

seven days, the county had 28 posi-

tive cases.

 Emergency Preparedness 

Coordinator Ed Colson said 928 

primary vaccine doses have been 

given this week.
 “Oregon Health Authority 

has shared some age vaccination 

rates,” Colson said. “For Tillamook 

County, as of the 7th, show that 

75.3 percent of the 65 and plus 

have been vaccinated, almost 28 

percent of the 40-64 age range 

and older than 20, 41.2 percent 

have been vaccinated in Tillamook 

County.”
 Brown announced April 6 that 

all Oregonians over the age of 16 

would be eligible to sign up for 

a COVID-19 vaccine beginning 

Monday, April 19.

 “We do only have Moderna 

available and continue to receive 

small amounts of J & J for special 

outreach,” Colson said. “Both 

Moderna and Johnson & Johnson 

vaccine are only authorized for 

those 18 years and older.”

 Colson said for those 16 and 17 

years old, the health department 

could call 211 to locate where the 

individual can receive a Pfizer 

vaccine.
 Tillamook County residents can 

book an appointment for a vaccine 

at https://tillamookchc.org/corona-

virus/vaccines/
 The vaccine line is available 

for questions or help with book-

ing an appointment due to limited 

Internet access. The vaccine line is 

available 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. Monday 

through Friday at 503-842-3914.
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Vaccine eligibility to open to 16 plus
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For the Herald

Bill and Bea Steele lived a long love 

filled life that started when He was 

21 and she, 20. Bill served at the tail end 

of WWII with the Navy and then worked 

at the paper mill in Camas, WA. Bea had a 

good job in the secretary pool for a heating 

company. They met at a Saturday night 

dance hall that was by the river in Wash-

ougal WA. Dancing was an activity they 

enjoyed throughout their lives.

Bill and Bea married and bought their 

first business from Bill’s parents in the 

early 50’s in NE Portland. It was a little 

grocery store with a soda fountain that 

sat 6-8 people and had a 3X3 stall that 

had a grill in it for making hamburgers. It 

was connected to the house they lived in 

and had a basement with a huge walk-in 

freezer to keep the ice cream they made. 

In the late 50’s racial unrest was increas-

ing in Portland over the building of the 

Coliseum. 
The store was held up a couple of times 

so Bill decided it was time to move his 

young family to a safer place. That is when 

they bought Gabby’s Drive-In in Tilla-

mook Oregon. 
Located south of town on Hwy 101. 

There was a little seating inside and had 

about 10-14 car stalls outside along with a 

drive through. Bill and Bea worked side by 

side, Bill in the kitchen and Bea in the din-

ing and carhop area. Bea was a gracious 

and thorough teacher to the young girls she 

hired. 
The yearly flooding in Tillamook took 

a toll on the building. The Christmas 

Flood of 1964, however, caused extensive 

damage inside. They rebuilt the tiny din-

ing area into a larger capacity restaurant 

with a ramp down to the car service area. 

Kentucky Fried Chicken came to the 

Pacific NW and Bill and Bea bought the 

franchise from The Colonel because of an 

ad in a magazine that Bea had found. It is 

believed that they were one of the first two 

to buy into the franchise in Oregon. They 

had a friendship with the Colonel that 

lasted many years. Thus started a 45-year 

adventure with KFC.

With the new and improved working 

areas, Bea and Bill began catering to group 

gatherings and the Saturday night dances. 

Along with the KFC chicken, Bill made 

his own pies, thought up a peanut butter 

burger, developed his own Sir William’s 

Fish and Chips, clam chowder and cole-

slaw dressing. His chowder and slaw dress-

ing became quite famous. Weekend travel-

ers asked for it to be bottled to take home. 

An interesting note is that in the early days 

of KFC, they received the chicken whole 

and it was cut with a band saw into nine 

pieces. On busier than expected weekends, 

chicken would run out and someone made 

a quick trip to the Portland area to borrow 

some chickens. Bill didn’t have recipes for 

anything he made. So, when they ran out 

at Gabby’s, Bill would be called to come 

in and make more. One day Bea got fed up 

with running out and only Bill to make it 

that she followed him around for about a 

week with measuring cups and spoons and 

a notebook to write it all down. Sadly, that 

notebook has been lost. But he did teach 

his children some of the special dishes.

KFC decided that their chicken needed 

their own building, so, Bill and Bea built 

the KFC just next to downtown on Hwy 

101 in Tillamook. In 1978 they moved to 

Dallas Oregon and built a KFC there as 

well. As their children grew, they expanded 

the KFC stores to McMinnville, OR, and 

Newberg, OR. where their sons helped run 

the stores.
Once they finally retired, they spent 

some time traveling. Their favorite place 

was Branson Missouri.

They were blessed to have over 30 

grandchildren and over 32 great grandchil-

dren. And numerous others that called her 

Grammie and him Poppy.

Bill was known to tell some great tales 

of hunting and fishing which were shared 

at the counter at Gabby’s nearly every 

afternoon with friends who also had great 

stories of their own.  It was shared with me 

after Bea’s passing that her “joy filled eyes, 

her smile and ‘How are you?’ when she 

met you made you feel she really wanted 

to know.”
Bill was the sole caregiver of Bea who 

suffered from Alzheimer’s and He from 

Heart disease. Bill passed away 4 years 

ago and Bea in October of 2020. They both 

lived to be near 90 years old.

There will be a Celebration of Life for 

Bea at the Northwest Christian Church in 

Newberg on April 24, at 1 p.m.

Back in the day

Bill and Bea’s original KFC restaurant. (Right) Bill and Bea Steele. Bea died 

last October. See related obituary on page 8 of this issue.  Courtesy photos

RemembeRing Tillamook’s fasT 

food couple bill and bea sTeele
Hilary Dorsey

Staff Writer
 

Tillamook County has moved to High Risk, 

effective Friday, April 9, through Thursday, 

April 22. The county had 65 cases over a two-

week period, from March 21 through April 3, 

which would have moved the county to Extreme 

Risk, but Gov. Kate Brown announced a new 

statewide metric Tuesday, April 6, for counties to 

move to Extreme Risk: COVID-19 patients occu-

pying at least 300 hospital beds in the region and a 

15 percent increase in the seven-day average over 

the past week. Counties must also meet the county 

metrics for case rates and percent positivity.

 “It does help that we’re not moving from Mod-

erate to Extreme Risk,” Tillamook County Com-

munity Health Centers Administrator Marlene 

Putman said during a Tillamook County Board of 

Commissioners meeting Wednesday, April 7. “It 

takes some pressure off our local businesses and 

restaurants.”
 Specific impacts for moving into High Risk 

include: businesses operating with reduced hours, 

indoor social gatherings are decreased to six 

people; outdoor social gatherings are limited to 

eight people; indoor dining is available and not to 

exceed 25 percent capacity; indoor recreation and 

fitness establishments, and indoor entertainment 

establishments have a max of 25 percent capacity 

or 50 people; retail stores and indoor and outdoor 

shopping centers/malls have a max capacity of 

50 percent and encourage curbside pickup; faith 

institutions have an indoor max of 25 percent ca-

pacity or 150 people with a 200 max for outdoor; 

offices should recommend remote work is able; 

and outdoor recreation and fitness establishments, 

and outdoor entertainment establishments have a 

max of 75 people.

 Putman said Tillamook County has had 553 

positive COVID-19 cases, to date. The county is 

at a steady increase, although should be staying at 

High Risk or moving down to Moderate Risk if 

cases decrease in two weeks.  

 Brown announced April 6 that all Oregonians 

over the age of 16 would be eligible to sign up for 

a COVID-19 vaccine beginning Monday, April 

19. The health department is closely monitoring 

appointments that are available. There will be ad-

ditional updates this week.

 As of Thursday, April 8, the online schedul-

ing tol showed appointments available as early as 

Tuesday, April 20.

 COVID-19 testing is still available at no cost. 

Schedule an appointment by calling 503-842-

3900.
 People can register for the COVID-19 vaccine 

on the health center’s website at https://tillamook-

chc.org/coronavirus/vaccines/
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New candy store opens in Pacific City May 1

Hilary Dorsey
Staff Writer

 Pacific City will have a new retail candy 

and ice cream store this summer: Pa-

cific Coast Candy. The family-run shop opens 

May 1.
 Leslie and John Batdorf own the business. 

John is in the banking industry while Leslie 

works in the medical field.

 When the couple bought their house in 

Pacific City five years ago, Leslie said one of 

the first things they noticed was there was not 

a designated candy store in the area.

 “We were talking about it for five years 

and all of a sudden, everything was falling into 

place,” Leslie said of starting the business. 

“We found a spot and we’re doing it.”

n See CANDY, Page 9
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Building on family
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Cannon Beach City Council proclaimed June ‘Tufted Puffin Month’ during a city council meeting Tuesday, April 6.  
 Haystack Rock Awareness Program Director Kelli Ennis said every year, the Friends of Haystack Rock work with a variety of organizations, including the Haystack Rock Awareness Program, to educate the public about the intertidal and bird life at Hay-stack Rock, support research on priority species such as the Tufted Puffin and advocate for protections for wildlife and natural habitats.

 Tufted Puffins have been breeding on Haystack Rock 

for decades. The population of the popular seabird is in decline. Friends of Haystack Rock Board Chair Angela Benton said the species has been in decline the last three decades. Some of the declines have been observed in breed-ing populations in Oregon, Washington and California. Friends of Haystack Rock have declared 2021 as the Year of the Tufted Puffin. The organization hoped for 2021 to be Tufted Puffin Month in the city of Cannon Beach. Benton said they are early in the request because they hope to promote it in advance. “We request that the Cannon Beach City Council proclaim the month of June 2021 as Cannon Beach’s Tufted Puffin Month to help 

bring awareness to the chal-lenges that the Tufted Puffins face and educate the visitors on how to be good stewards of our environment and highlight one of Cannon Beach’s most beloved and iconic species,” Ennis said.
 Benton said the intent behind the proclamation is to raise awareness. The Tufted Puffin was removed from the Endangered Species List in December 2020. Friends of Haystack Rock hope to build activities around Tufted Puffin Month and promote it before June.

 “We’re doing everything we can to promote awareness, education, research and con-servation,” Benton said. Ennis read the proclama-tion, which stated, “Tufted 

Puffins are an iconic species that can be seen from April to August on Haystack Rock where they breed and raise puffins before heading out to sea for the winter. The Tufted Puffin population faces nu-merous threats and challenges, including pollution in our ocean waters, invasive species that impact their breeding hab-itats and nests, climate change causing ocean temperatures to rise and forage fish to migrate further north to cooler waters, and lack of food due to over-fishing.”  
 June 2021 was proclaimed Tufted Puffin Month in the city of Cannon Beach. 

Send comments to: head-lightreporter@countrymedia.net

City declares June 2021 as ‘Tufted Puffin Month’

Tufted Puffin

The 57th annual Cannon Beach Sandcastle Contest will be a virtual Summer of Sandcastles with the kick-off June 5. The virtual competition is intended to be a COVID-safe alternative during this time requiring physical distancing for public safety. So, start sketching your dream sand creation for 2021.
The committee is working on COVID-safe small celebratory events to accompany the virtual contest such as music. More to come as planning develops  so keep an eye on our Sandcastle Contest webpage and Facebook page for updates.Cannon Beach has hosted this Oregon Heritage Tradition event since 1964. Chamber Executive Director, James Paino explained, “The health of our community, volunteers, com-

petitors, and attendees must come first. Rather than a one day, large-crowd event, the virtual contest goes the entire summer so more builders can safely participate.”Volunteer and Committee Chair Debbie Nelson said “It’s fun to come across a sandcastle while walking on the beach. We have encouraged past teams to come create and build on their own through September 6th. I can’t wait to find the sandcastles and sculptures they build.”Supporters and collectors can buy 2021 limited edition post-ers and other merchandise when they become available online and in-person at our Information Center.Email your questions to chamber@cannonbeach.org and follow us on Facebook @CannonBeachSandcastleContest.

What started during Spring Break of 1996 as a cheap fun thing for a young family to do at the beach, is still going on 25 years later in Cannon Beach. The group, true to their tradition, stays in the same suite of rooms at Tolovana Inn (over-looking Mo’s and Haystack Rock), eats breakfast at the same Pig ‘n Pancake Restaurant in Seaside and building sandcastles on the beach rain or shine. From left are Laura Gage and husband Barry Mc-Kenna, patriarch Kevin Gage, Carolyn Gage Lleneras and husband Sal, and Rachel Gage with her dog Spork. From left to right in 1996 photo are Rachel, Laura, and Carolyn Gage. Photos provided

SandcaStle conteSt 
virtual thiS year

Clatsop County’s COVID-19 vaccine task force provided an update during a Cannon Beach Chamber virtual meeting Tuesday, April 13. The task force has been responsible for the mass vaccinations, with the help of 200 volunteers helping staff vaccine events, many of them from Cannon Beach.
 “We’ve administered more than 21,000 doses of vaccine in the county over the last three months, which is pretty incredible to think about,” Incident Commander Chris Laman said. FDA has paused the Johnson & Johnson vaccine as of April 13. This is out of an abundance of cau-tion as the FDA and CDC review six cases of a rare and severe type of blood clot in women ages 18-48 after vaccination of the Johnson & Johnson vaccine, Oregon Health Authority reported. “We don’t know how long that pause will be for,” Laman said. “The FDA is just saying that they want to review the cases and learn more about it, as well as make sure the providers in the country understand what’s going on.” Laman said the task force has 800 doses of the Johnson & Johnson vaccine they were planning to use for mass vaccinations of a couple canneries Friday, April 16, but will likely use the Moderna vaccine now. The task force will follow all current guidance regarding the vaccine. “The outreach program is going very well,” Laman said.

 The task force has hosted vaccine events in remote locations, such as in Jewell, through local partnerships, Laman added. “We administered vaccines to older people in the Jewell community,” Laman said. “We have another event in Jewell scheduled for Friday, the 23rd and will be vaccinating 100 people at the Jewell School in partnership.”
 Beginning April 19, the vaccine becomes avail-able to everyone 16 years and older. Right now, Clatsop County does not receive the Pfizer vaccine, the only vaccine authorized to vaccinate those un-der 18 years old. The task force is working with Or-egon Health Authority (OHA) to get a freezer to be able to store the vaccine at the health department. Laman said close to 14,000 citizens of Clatsop County have been vaccinated, at least with their first dose.

 “OHA is telling us there’s still about 16,000 peo-ple who want to get vaccinated as soon as possible but we have not identified those people,” Laman said.
 Laman said in the 80 plus category, almost 80 percent of Clatsop County citizens have been vac-cinated. The 16,000 people to be reached are in the 18-45 age group. These people have not engaged with the survey yet. With a goal of 75 percent of the county to be vaccinated, Laman said the county is half way there. About 15-20 percent of people do not want the shot and 10 percent are on the fence. The rest want the vaccine.

 Citizens who want to get vaccinated need to fill out the online survey. They will then be invited to a vaccine event within 10 days. The survey can be found at https://bit.ly/3mISeKO
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The Cannon Beach City Council met in work session Tuesday to discuss how to raise money to construct a new city hall/police station facility.The councilors discussed the follow-ing options at this meeting: Whether to 

ask the voters to approve a property tax increase, raising the food and beverage tax and housing city staff in portable buildings. They talked about the so-called deficient condition of the building that houses the current city hall/police department.
One idea is the city is seeking to obtain money from the American Rescue Plan Act, as stated on the city website. 

The money would fund water resiliency, a new city hall/police station, a genera-tor at the Ecola pump station and other items.
City manager Bruce St. Denis said the only option he knows of now to fund a new city hall facility would be either by 

City eyes at financing plans for new city hall, police station
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There are many 
things that can 

motivate someone to 
buy a home. Maybe you 
and your spouse have 
decided it’s time to start 
a family and you need a 
little more space. Maybe 
you’d like to make an 
investment you know will 
appreciate. Or, you may 
just want to get out of the 
crowded city. Whatever 
your reason, homeown-
ership is a great choice 
for many people, but it 
can be complicated in a 
hot market.  It will take 
a combination of swift 
action and superior pa-
tience.

Can I afford a home?

Many people make the 
mistake of checking online 
for house listings right 
away. It’s a good idea to 
see what’s out there.  You 
might be setting yourself up 
for disappointment.  How-
ever, if you immediately 
start looking for your dream 
house, the one you love 
may slip right through your 
hands. The first thing you 
should do is figure out what 
price range of homes is 
realistic given your budget, 
needs and timeline for mov-
ing. 

The best way to start is 
to visit your local bank or 
mortgage company to find 

out what kind of mortgage 
makes sense for someone 
in your situation. If you don’t 
have a lot of cash now but 
are quickly moving up the 
ladder at your company, 
you’ll be in a different finan-
cial position than someone 
who has been saving for a 
home for a decade.

Before visiting your local 
real estate agency, consult 
with a mortgage expert. 
Once you know exactly 
what you’re able to afford, 
you can sit down with your 
agent and do a much more 
precise search for a dream 
house that’s right for you.  
Choose licensed profes-
sionals for every step of the 
way. 

What’s the first step toward 
buying your own home?
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503-842-2211 • 2111 Third Street, Tillamook
allstarappliance.net

Best 
Local Place 

for Appliances

Due to COVID-19, there have been 
impacts to product availability. 

Please visit our website or 
our showroom.
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Pictured left to right, Aaron Burris, 

Bob Pippenger, Alex Burris, Jim Carpenter. 

Kneeling: Eduardo Benito

100% FAMILY OWNED

We are here 
to meet all your 
appliance needs



Pam Zielinski, CRS, Principal Broker 
For a showing appointment call 503-880-8034
pzielinski@bhhsnw.com
Berkshire Hathaway Home Services Northwest Real Estate

www.PamZielinski.com H63345

HOME EVERLASTING
This distinctive quality estate home was 
built for the ages of ICF (thick poly forms 
filled with concrete & rebar,) Nichiha 
architectural siding, and forever metal 
roofing.  It won’t ever rot and critters 
won’t chew on it.  Provides great energy 
efficiency, insulation and unbeatable 
disaster resilience. This home will last forever! Main house is 
5432 sq ft with 4 bdrms, 3.5 luxury bathrooms, family room, 
grand theater room with 100” professional projection screen, 
gourmet kitchen with Dacor/Subzero/Caesarstone and more, 
plus an attached double garage.  Room for all your toys in 
separate Carriage House/shop with 3 large bays and 1250 sq 
ft unfinished potential living space framed in on upper level.  
Access the driveway via the beautiful stone & Iron gate. Located 
in picturesque Meadowood Estates, which has a private pond 
and 35 acres of shared natural estuary.  Famous Netarts Bay 

nearby accessed by 
private wooded trail.
Make this your family’s 
everlasting home. Contact 
broker today for a personal 
showing or a virtual tour. 
Valued at $1,600,000.


