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SHAANTH NANGUNERI
Oregon Capital Chronicle

A rescue helicopter 
that’s long been kept at 
Newport’s Municipal 
Airport and Coast Guard 
facility on the Oregon 
Coast will remain there, 
an official for the federal 
agency assured Oregon’s 
U.S. Senators in writing.

It follows major local 
fallout over the Coast 
Guard’s decision to relo-
cate the helicopter fur-
ther south on the Coast 
to North Bend in late 
October with no expla-
nation and ahead of the 

dangerous Dungeness 
crab fishing season.

Ongoing legal battles 
over the helicopter’s 
removal continue to 
play out in federal court, 
and a judge recently 
ordered it at least tem-
porarily returned until 
late December. Oregon 
lawmakers and local 
residents have specu-
lated that the federal 
government moved the 
helicopter so they can 

begin to repurpose the 
airport site for a poten-
tial Immigration and 
Customs Enforcement 
detention facility.

Oregon’s U.S. Sens. 
Jeff Merkley and Ron 
Wyden alongside U.S. 
Rep Val Hoyle, who 
represents the state’s 4th 
Congressional District 
that includes Newport, 
had pushed for the 
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RECALL HALL
We must recall county commissioner Claire Hall for 

numerous reasons, such as ethics and non-performance.
This ad paid for by David Elton,  a full-time resident of Lincoln County and the founder of “RECALL HALL” PAC. A political action committee registered with 
the IRS and the Oregon secretary of state (ORESTAR). Treasurer, Richard P. Burke.

STAFF REPORT
Lincoln County Leader

Newport Police 
Department officers 
received information 
from area law enforce-
ment agency at approx-
imately 11:48 a.m. Dec. 
11, of a vehicle that was 
suspected to be involved 
in a burglary from the 
Waldport area.

Officers were provided 

surveillance photos 
detailing the vehicle 
description.

While searching the 
Newport area for the 
vehicle, a Newport Police 
officer observed a vehicle 
matching the description 
parked in the parking lot 
of 150 NE 20th Street at 
the Fred Meyer store.

While the officer 

JEREMY C. RUARK
Lincoln County Leader 

Ten homes have been 
placed on evacuation 
notice and three struc-
tures, including two 
homes, have been dam-
age by what has been 
described by officials as 
a massive landslide along 
Highway 229 near Siletz. 

Occupants that remain 
in the hazard area were 

JEREMY C. RUARK
Lincoln County Leader

Volunteers are wrapping 
up the annual Lincoln City 
Christmas Toy and Food Drive.

Each year, The Lincoln City 
Eagles, North Lincoln Fire & 
Rescue, and Les Schwab help 
between 1,200 and 1,500 area 
children and adults with donated 
food, clothing and toys. The vol-
unteers gather the items donated 
at various businesses over the 
past few weeks, sort, wrap and 
assemble the toy and food boxes 
at the Fisherman’s Lutheran 
Church, located at 1226 SW 
13th Street in Lincoln City. 

Eagles Lodge member Alaina 
Jones has coordinated the annual 
Eagles and North Lincoln Fire 

& Rescue Christmas Toy and 
Food Basket event at the church. 
She said the annual event is a 
labor of love that she has been 
doing since 1986.

“Right now, we hope to serve 
325 families, that includes in 
those families, 600 children,” 
she said. We’ve been doing 
about that amount since proba-
bly 2015. Before that when the 
Elks were still here, we only did 

WHO WE ARE

Volunteers brighten Christmas for area families

‘Massive’ landslide closes Highway 229 

See VOLUNTEERS, page A6

The donated toys and 
clothing items have been 
carefully sorted and laid 
out on large tables filling 
a large community room 
at the church. (Photos by 

Jeremy C. Ruark)

Two of the local volunteers wrap holiday gifts for the families. One volunteer carefully wraps a child’s gift for the holiday event. 

High speed chase 
ends in arrest

See LANDSLIDE, page A6 See CHASE, page A6

See RESCUE PAGE A4

The Newport Municipal Airport hosts a U.S. Coast Guard facility, which 
has been at the center of a controversy gaining national attention over the 
Trump administration’s immigration and coastal rescue policies. (Shaanth 
Nanguneri / Oregon Capital Chronicle)

Coast Guard assures Newport rescue helicopter’s return

This drone photo from ODOT shows the widespread area of the slide. 
(Courtesy photo from ODOT)
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Lottery

Friday, December 12
Mega Millions
10 • 50 • 55 • 58 • 59 • PB-5

Saturday, December 13
Powerball
1 • 28 • 31 • 57 • 58 • PB-16 • x2

Saturday, December 13
Megabucks
4 • 7 • 14 • 22 • 26 • 36

Weather
Wednesday: High-51/Low-45 
AM Showers
Thursday: High-57/Low-47 
Rain/Wind
Friday: High-50/Low-44 
Rain
Saturday: High-49/Low-43 
Showers
Sunday: High-53/Low-46 
Showers
Monday: High-52/Low-45 
Showers
Tuesday: High-51/Low-44 
Showers

Past Weather
On the Coast
 Rain Low High
December 9 ...... 3.06 ...50.3°F ...56.2°F
December 10 .... 0.15 ...55.2°F ...56.2°F
December 11 .... 0.03 ...52.2°F ...59.6°F
December 12 .... 0.01 ...47.4°F ...61.3°F
December 13 .... 0.00 ...46.7°F ...62.6°F
December 14 .... 0.12 ...48.7°F ...54.0°F
December 15 .... 0.35 ...53.0°F ...58.5°F
Total rainfall from Jan. 1 ........58.03”

Sunrise/Sunset
December 17 ......7:47 a.m. ......4:37 p.m.

December 18 ......7:48 a.m. ......4:37 p.m.

December 19 ......7:49 a.m. ......4:38 p.m.

December 20 ......7:49 a.m. ......4:38 p.m.

December 21 ......7:50 a.m. ......4:38 p.m.

December 22 ......7:50 a.m. ......4:39 p.m.

December 23 ......7:51 a.m. ......4:40 p.m.

December 24 ......7:51 a.m. ......4:40 p.m.

December 25 ......7:52 a.m. ......4:41 p.m.

December 26 ......7:52 a.m. ......4:41 p.m.

December 27 ......7:52 a.m. ......4:42 p.m.

Tides Tables
National Oceanic and 

Atmospheric Administration

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 17
Low ..................3:38 a.m. ................. 4.1
High .................9:41 a.m. ................. 8.8
Low ................. 4:59 p.m. ................ -0.1
High ............... 11:56 p.m. ................ 6.6

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 18
Low ..................4:20 a.m. ................. 4.3
High ................10:17 a.m. ................ 8.9
Low ................. 5:35 p.m. ................ -0.3

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 19
High ................12:34 a.m. ................ 6.8
 Low .................5:01 a.m. ................. 4.3
High ................10:53 a.m. ................ 9.0
Low ................. 6:11 p.m. ................ -0.6

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 20
High .................1:11 a.m. ................. 7.0
Low ..................5:40 a.m. ................. 4.3
High ................11:29 a.m. ................ 9.0
Low ................. 6:46 p.m. ................ -0.7

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 21
High .................1:47 a.m. ................. 7.0
Low ..................6:18 a.m. ................. 4.3
High ............... 12:06 p.m. ................ 8.9
Low ................. 7:22 p.m. ................ -0.7

MONDAY, DECEMBER 22
High .................2:23 a.m. ................. 7.1
Low ..................6:59 a.m. ................. 4.2
High ............... 12:44 p.m. ................ 8.8
Low ................. 7:58 p.m. ................ -0.6

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 23
High .................3:00 a.m. ................. 7.1
Low ..................7:43 a.m. ................. 4.2
High ................ 1:24 p.m. ................. 8.4
Low ................. 8:34 p.m. ................ -0.4
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Oregon State Police 
Fish and Wildlife 
Division is asking for the 
public’s help to locate the 
person(s) responsible for 
the waste of one cow elk 
in Lincoln County near 
Waldport.

On November 28, 
2025, Fish and Wildlife 
troopers responded to a 
report of a dead cow elk 
in the Alsea Unit within 
the Siuslaw National 
Forest.

The cow elk was found 
in a remote area near 

the end of U.S. Forest 
Service (USFS) Road 
3462, off the main USFS 
58 Boundary Road. The 
entire cow elk had been 
shot and left to waste. 
Additionally, the intesti-
nal remains of a bull elk 
were discovered nearby, 
indicating that someone 
had likely shot and taken 
a bull elk from the same 
area around the same 
time.

The investigation deter-
mined the elk were most 
likely shot sometime 

between November 22 
and November 24.   

Anyone with informa-
tion is encouraged to con-
tact Oregon State Police 
Dispatch at 1-800-452-
7888, call *OSP (*677) 
from a mobile phone, or 
email TIP@osp.oregon.
gov. Please reference case 
number SP25-482212.

Report Wildlife and 
Habitat Law Violators
The Turn In Poachers 

(TIP) program is a col-
laboration among the 
Oregon State Police, 

the Oregon Hunters 
Association, the Oregon 
Department of Fish and 
Wildlife, the Oregon 
Wildlife Coalition, the 
Oregon Outfitter and 
Guides Association, and 
the Oregon State Marine 

Board.
The TIP program offers 

preference point rewards 
for information that leads 
to an arrest or citation for 
the unlawful take/pos-
session, or waste of big 
game mammals.

JEREMY C. RUARK
Lincoln County Leader

A No ICE Protest orga-
nized by local chapters of 
Oregon Coast Indivisible 
Alliance drew approx-
imately 500 people to 
Newport Saturday, Dec. 
13.

Spokesperson Shar 
Walbaum said the event 
conducted along Highway 
101 in front of Newport 
City Hall included a vari-
ety of people.

“Folks were all ages 
and all colors, and they 
come from as far north 
as Astoria and south 
to Bandon,” she said. 
“We had allies from as 
far east as Boring and 
up and down the val-
ley from McMinnville, 
Salem, Corvallis, and 
Eugene. Many came from 
Indivisible Lincoln City 
to help or to demonstrate. 
This was a truly collabo-
rative effort from start to 
finish.”

Walbaum said organiz-
ers set up an information 
table focusing on the con-
sequences of businesses 
helping to build, serve, 
and maintain a detention 
camp. 

“Business members of 
the community need to 
know that it will hurt indi-
viduals, families, neigh-
borhoods, and the coastal 
economy,” Walbaum 
said. “Next part of our 
business accountability 
campaign - we talk to 
business neighbors up and 
down the coast to discuss 
how helping DHS means 
hurting their community. 
A camp can only be estab-
lished with widespread 
cooperation.”

Cash donations of $210 
were collected for Arcoíris 
Cultural, Conéxion Fénix, 
and Centro de Ayuda, 
according to Walbaum.

“There was a Statue of 
Liberty, unicorn, Santa, 
frog, and two Handmaids. 
We had big flags, little 
flags, and rainbow flags,” 
she said.

CITY ACTIONS
In Waldport, city lead-

ers have taken a stand 
against any ICE detention 
facility that might be 
proposed for that city fol-
lowing heighten concerns 
and opposition to the 
Immigration and Custom 
Enforcement agency facil-
ities and activities within 
the city’s jurisdiction. The 
Waldport City Council has 
passed a resolution affirm-
ing its commitment, which 
reads in part:

The City hereby opposes 

and objects to any 
Immigration and Customs 
facilities or housing within 
the city.

The City Council will, 
in cooperation with leg-
islative and municipal 
leaders at local, state and 
federal level, pursue every 
available legal avenue to 
oppose any stationing of 
ICE personnel and activi-
ties within the city.

Finally, the City reaf-
firms its commitment to 
those words, so eloquently 
placed, at the base of 
Lady Liberty so far away, 
and yet so close:

Give me your tired, your 
poor, Your huddled masses 
yearning to breathe free, 
The wretched refuse of 
your teeming shore. Send 
these, the homeless, tem-
pest~tost to me, I lift my 
lamp beside the golden 
door.”

The Newport City 

Council continues to keep 
a close eye on the immi-
gration issue and attempts 
to locate a detention facil-
ity in that city following 
several weeks of public 
concerns, meetings, and 

legal procedures.
Follow developments 

online at the Lincoln 
County Leader website 
and in the Wednesday 
print editions of The 
Leader.

Organizers set up an information table focusing 
on the consequences of businesses helping 
to build, serve, and maintain an ICE detention 
camp. (Courtesy photo)

ICE Rally draws approximately 500 to Newport

The ICE Rally was conducted in front of Newport 
City Hall Saturday, Dec. 13. (Courtesy photo from 
Mary Beth Guerena)

Those at the rally held signs to express their 
opposition to an ICE facility in Lincoln County. 
(Courtesy photo)

The cow elk was found in a remote area near 
the end of U.S. Forest Service (USFS) Road 
3462, off the main USFS 58 Boundary Road. The 
entire cow elk had been shot and left to waste. 
(Courtesy photo from OSP)

OSP seeking public help in animal kill investigation
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RECALL 
HALL

We must recall county commissioner 
Claire Hall for numerous reasons, such 

as ethics and non-performance.

• Ethics....Hall is currently 
under investigation by 
“OGEC”, the Oregon 
Government Ethics 
Commission, for “Open 
Meetings” violations of law.

• Non communication with 
Judge Bachart, DA Jenna 
Wallace and Sherriff’s 
office (Curt Landers). 
See September 18, 2024 
meeting video.

• Freedom of Speech 
violations of public 
comment section during 
commissioner meetings.

• Non communication with 
general public and voters 
seeking “redress of 
Grievances”

• Unethical removal 
and banishment of 
commissioner Miller.

• Illegal and inappropriate 
banishment from 
commissioner meetings 
by those Hall deemed 
as opposition. (Christine 
Hutchins)...later reversed 
after proved to be either 
Illegal or wrongful action.

• It is time to end “Strong 
Arm” and bully tactics at 
the county commissioners 
office!

This ad paid for by David Elton,  a full-time resident of Lincoln County and the founder of “RECALL HALL” PAC. A political action 
committee registered with the IRS and the Oregon secretary of state (ORESTAR). Treasurer, Richard P. Burke.
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reasons, such as ethics and non-performance.
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TASTEFULLY UPDATED AND 
THOUGHTFULLY DESIGNED

3 BD / 3 BA / 2568 SQFT
$620,000 / Newport / MLS 25-2050

Kathleen Hutchinson
541-760-2529

Danielle Cutler
541-961-3868

Deborah Allen
907-903-1536

Karla Kuhlenbeck
541-270-2965

Chris Watkins
541-270-6774

Gail Stonebreaker
541-992-4317

John Reis
503-580-7811

Julie Gamache
541-231-0753

Wendy Birchfield
541-272-9190

Over 300 Combined Years of Experience

u 541-265-5455 u
To view all MLS listings:  www.winwcp.com

West Coast Properties

914 SW Coast Hwy-101, Newport

Get the facts! 
RecallHall.com 
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helicopter’s return. The 
Democratic lawmak-
ers on Friday, Dec. 12, 
announced that they 
received confirmation 
from Admiral Kevin E. 
Lunday, the U.S. Coast 
Guard’s acting comman-
dant, promising the heli-
copter would return.

Lunday told Merkley 
and Wyden that it was 
always his intent to return 
the helicopter to Newport 
in December, and that he 
will visit the Newport area 
within a year.

“The Coast Guard will 
do better to communicate 
and be transparent with 
you and the Newport 
community in these situa-
tions,” Lunday wrote in a 
Friday letter. “In addition 
to Newport, we will con-
tinue to conduct search 

and rescue response along 
the entire Oregon coast 
with helicopters and crews 
from AIRFAC Newport 
and Coast Guard Air 
Stations in Astoria and 
North Bend.”

Merkley in a social 
media post Friday wrote 
that he had “temporarily 
held up” Lunday’s con-
firmation as a U.S. Coast 
Guard commandant in the 
Senate “while we waited 
on this news.”

“In addition, should 
they ever reconsider the 
permanent location of the 
helicopter in Newport, 
they will start with the 
public meetings and con-
gressional notification 
that are required in the 
law I wrote and passed in 
2014,” Merkley said.

The announcement 
corroborates previous 
verbal assurances Wyden 
and Merkley reported 
on Dec. 4, though it still 
leaves the door open for 
more long-term changes 
to the Newport Municipal 
Airport’s Coast Guard 
facility.

In an ongoing law-
suit filed by the state of 
Oregon, alongside a local 
nonprofit and Lincoln 
County, against the 
Department of Homeland 
Security, federal lawyers 
have assured that the 

helicopter will remain in 
the Newport area until at 
least spring 2026, accord-
ing to court filings.

It was not immediately 
clear how plans for a 
potential immigration 
detention facility in the 
city could be complicated 
by the announcement. 
In his letter, Lunday 
wrote that should the 
Coast Guard consider 
“any future change to the 
long-term status” of the 
Newport site, it would 
comply with federal law 
requiring notice and pub-
lic comment. Aiken on 
Friday also allowed the 
Coast Guard to relocate 
Newport’s rescue helicop-
ter to respond to flooding 
in the state of Washington.

https://oregoncapital-
chronicle.com/2025/12/12/
u-s-coast-guard-assures-
oregon-lawmakers-of-new-
port-rescue-helicopters-
return/

Oregon Capital 
Chronicle is part of States 
Newsroom, a network of 
news bureaus supported 
by grants and a coalition 
of donors as a 501c(3) 
public charity. Oregon 
Capital Chronicle main-
tains editorial indepen-
dence. Contact Editor 
Lynne Terry for questions: 
info@oregoncapitalchron-
icle.com.

RESCUE
From Page A1

The Oregon Coast 
Community College 
Board of Education 
has adopted a resolu-
tion naming Dr. Birgitte 
Ryslinge as President 
Emerita, making her only 
the second individual in 
the College’s history to 
receive the honorary title.

Dr. Ryslinge served 
as OCCC’s president for 
more than a decade, hav-
ing joined the College in 
2014. During her tenure, 
she led the institution 
through significant mile-
stones, including the 
successful effort to secure 
independent accreditation. 

The proclamation 
approved by the Board 
cited her leadership 
through the COVID-
19 pandemic and the 
College’s rapid post-pan-
demic enrollment recov-
ery as among the many 

reasons for the honor.
Under Dr. Ryslinge’s 

leadership, OCCC 
expanded its offerings 

in career and technical 
education, introducing 

new programs in health-
care, business, welding, 
and teacher training. 
She also spearheaded 
the seven-year campaign 
to develop and fund the 
Oregon Coast Advanced 
Technology and Trades 
Center, a project over-
whelmingly supported by 
Lincoln County voters 
earlier this year.

The proclamation, made 
during the OCCC regular 
meeting Wednesday eve-
ning, Dec. 10, highlighted 
Dr. Ryslinge’s dedication 
to institutional stability, 
noting her work to mod-
ernize the College’s foun-
dation through new Board 
policies and administrative 
procedures, as well as her 
unwavering profession-
alism and advocacy for 
rural community colleges 
across the state.

Dr. Ryslinge joins Dr. 

Patrick O’Connor, who 
served as the College’s 
president for 22 years and 
led the effort to fund and 
construct the College’s 
campus facilities, as the 
only individuals to hold 
the President Emeritus/
Emerita distinction at 
Oregon Coast Community 
College. Dr. O’Connor 
received the honor in 
2023.

“President Emeritus 
O’Connor and President 
Emerita Ryslinge have 
laid the foundation and 
structures upon which this 
institution will continue 
to grow and thrive for 
years to come,” OCCC 
President Dr. Marshall 
Mease Roache said at the 
ceremony.

To learn more about 
the College’s history, 
programs, and leadership, 
visit oregoncoast.edu.

Pictured are, from left, Dr. Patrick O’Connor, Dr. Birgitte Ryslinge, and 
OCCC President Dr. Marshall Mease Roache. (Courtesy photo)

Board confers title of President Emerita on Dr. Birgitte Ryslinge

OREGON DEPARTMENT 
OF HUMAN SERVICES

The United States 
Department of Agriculture 
(USDA) ended Oregon’s 
SNAP work-rule waiv-
ers in November 2025. 
Because of this, Oregon 
began applying the work 
rules statewide starting 
Dec. 1, 2025, expanding 
from six counties to all 
counties. 

This change affects 
approximately 37,000 
people in Oregon today, 
and the number of people 
impacted is expected to 
increase over time.

The Oregon Department 
of Human Services 
(ODHS) is here to help, if 
you have questions about 
these new work rules or 
think they may apply to 
you, contact ODHS right 
away.

The change is required 
by a new federal law 
passed on July 4, 2025, 
along with new guidance 
from the USDA. This 
means that work rules 
for some adults who get 
Supplemental Nutrition 
Assistance Program 
(SNAP) food benefits 
are now in effect across 
Oregon. These rules apply 
to people who have Able-
Bodied Adult Without 
Dependents (ABAWD) 
status. ODHS has notified 

everyone who is affected 
by this change.

WHAT CHANGED
Oregon had previously 

waived ABAWD work 
requirements in 30 of 36 
counties and all Tribal 
lands because of limited 
job opportunities. These 
waivers were scheduled to 
last until Dec. 31, 2025. 
USDA ended them earlier.

A recent federal law 
also changed who must 
follow ABAWD work 
rules. These rules now 
apply to:
•	 Adults ages 18–64
•	 Adults who do not have 

children under age 14 in 
their SNAP household
This is a change from 

the previous rules, which 

applied only to adults up 
to age 54 and households 
without children under 
age 18.

Some groups who were 
previously exempt now 
must meet work rules. 
This includes:
•	 Veterans
•	 People who were in fos-

ter care
People experiencing 

homelessness
New exemption added:
People who are enrolled 

members of a federally 
recognized Tribe, or who 
have a parent or grand-
parent who is, are exempt 
from ABAWD work rules.

People who live on 
the following waived 
Tribal Lands are also 
exempt from work rules, 

even if they are not an 
enrolled tribal member or 
descendant:
•	 Burns Paiute Tribe 

Reservation and off-Res-
ervation Trust Land

•	 Coquille Indian Tribe 
Reservation and off-Res-
ervation Trust Land

•	 Cow Creek Band 
of Umpqua Tribe of 
Indians Reservation

•	 Klamath Tribes 
Reservation

•	 Confederated Tribes 
of Siletz Indians 
Reservation and off-Res-
ervation Trust Land
A full list of exemptions 

is on the ODHS SNAP 
Work Rules website.

What people with 
ABAWD status must do

People with ABAWD 
status who do not qualify 
for an exemption must:

Work or take part in 
approved work or train-
ing activities for at least 

80 hours each month. 
The work can be paid or 
unpaid, including trading 
work for shelter.

If they do not meet the 
80-hour requirement:

They may only get 
SNAP benefits for three 
months in a three-year 
period (36 months).

For example: If some-
one does not meet SNAP 
work requirements in 
January, February and 
March, they will lose 
food benefits beginning 
in April. In Oregon, the 
current three-year period 
ends December 31, 2027. 
If their situation changes 
before then, like moving 
to a waived area or qual-
ifying for an exemption, 
they may be able to get 
SNAP again.
What people should do 

now
People who think 

they may be affected 

should contact the ODHS 
ABAWD Unit as soon as 
possible:
•	 Phone: 1-833-947-1694
•	 Email: SNAP.

ABAWDTeam@odh-
soha.oregon.gov
The ABAWD unit can 

help people learn:
•	 If they qualify for an 

exemption
•	 If they are already meet-

ing the work rules
•	 If they should con-

nect with the Oregon 
Employment Department 
(OED) to create a work 
or training plan to meet 
the work rules
ODHS and OED are 

working together to 
help SNAP recipients 
meet ABAWD work 
rules through job search, 
training and education 
services. A referral from 
ODHS is required to par-
ticipate in OED ABAWD 
services.

SNAP helps low-income households buy food. 
If you qualify, you get benefits that can be used 
to buy groceries at authorized stores. For more 
information or to request SNAP replacement 
benefits, contact your local office or visit the 
Oregon SNAP benefit website or call 800-699-
9075. (Courtesy photo)

SNAP benefit work rules now apply statewide
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ONLINE POLL
Previous Poll

Where do you stand 
on you holiday 
shopping?

47.6%..........Finished already
33.4%................Working on it
19%.................Haven’t started

New Poll

Do you send 
holiday cards?

•	 Yes, every year
•	 Yes, sometimes
•	 No
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In coming weeks, Oregon 
legislators will begin to con-
sider what adjustments should 
be made to the state’s two-year 
budget and revenue picture.

Much of the attention has 
gone to transportation funding, 
and the likely ballot issue which 
may alter it. But the economic 
and funding issues lurking in the 
coming year are broader.

Legislators will not find cop-
ing with the full range of what 
comes next an easy task.

The condition of Oregon’s 
economy right now isn’t easy 
even to describe, much less pre-
dict. Some of the usual sources 
of information aren’t as reliably 
available as usual. Much federal 
economic data was halted earlier 
this year due to some agency 
cutbacks and the recent govern-
ment shutdown. (Some resump-
tions of data flow are expected 
soon.)

The Oregon Economic 
Forecast released Nov. 19 offers 
a heavily nuanced but partially 
optimistic take, suggesting the 
state of the economy isn’t as 
bad as it might have been.

“Despite a stall in net job 
creation in the first half of the 
year, aggregate income genera-
tion has proven resilient, which 
is reflected in both personal and 
corporate income tax collec-
tions,” the report reads. “This 
is an important real-time signal 
suggesting the economy is not 
in recession at present. It is also 
a reflection of persistent and 
elevated inflation, which lifts 

nominal activity and in turn tax 
revenues.”

The report specifically says 
that the general fund has reg-
istered an increase in projected 
revenue of $309.5 million, the 
bulk of which ($266.9 million) 
is projected to come from cor-
porate income taxes. 

Despite that, the report also 
said, “The projected ending 
balance as of June 30, 2027 is a 
negative $63.1 million.” Many 
areas are stable or “softening,” 
including the cannabis sales 
which had expanded rapidly for 
several years after legalization 
but more recently has weakened.

That lopsided corporate con-
tribution also means income for 
almost everyone else has been 
stagnant or down. 

The most recent unem-
ployment statistics, from 
August (another example of 
the data gap at work), put the 
Oregon jobless rate at 5%, 

eighth-highest among the states 
and District of Columbia. 

The D.C. jobless rate was the 
highest in the nation, accounted 
for in large part by federal gov-
ernment job cuts. In Oregon too, 
federal job cuts were among the 
largest areas of job reductions, 
even while state government job 
additions roughly offset that. 

But the Oregon Employment 
Department also said that con-
struction and manufacturing saw 
job losses in the last year even 
larger than those for the federal 
government — this at a time 
of relatively large construction 
in tech industry and residential 
projects.

The American economy has 
been described often this year as 
split between the artificial intel-
ligence (AI) sector, and busi-
nesses servicing it, and every-
thing else. Nearly all of the 
increase this year in the national 
stock market, and most of the 

national economic growth, 
has resulted from the massive 
trillion-dollar-level investment 
and spending related to AI. The 
“magnificent seven” megacor-
porations — Alphabet, Amazon, 
Apple, Tesla, Meta Platforms, 
Microsoft, and NVIDIA — 
which account for the bulk of 
stock market advances are heav-
ily involved in AI.

Oregon, through its strong 
position in housing the data 
centers on which AI develop-
ment relies, logically would be 
a beneficiary of some of this 
economic growth. To a limited 
degree it seems to be. 

A data center industry report 
from May noted that “east-
ern Oregon has emerged as a 
strategic haven for hyperscale 
development. From its abun-
dant green power and favorable 
climate to political support and 
low costs, this under-the-radar 
region is shaping up to be the 
next great hyperscale frontier.”

But the story is mixed. 
Massive data center growth in 
places such as Boardman and 
Hillsboro so far mainly has 
resulted in one-and-out con-
struction work, with eventual 
employment likely to be small-
scale. (Construction, remem-
ber, has been shedding jobs 
in Oregon despite all the data 
center construction.) Tax dol-
lars (in line with the new state 
economics report) are likely to 
see some gains, but the centers 
are unlikely to transform local 
economies.

And the data centers also 
have generated some problems 
— boosts in electric power costs 

and water quality issues among 
them — which have negative 
economic effects. Some of those 
negative effects could create 
state issues which may lead to 
calls for state program work and 
state spending. 

And, of course, all this 
doesn’t even factor in the 
already-hot issue of transporta-
tion funding, which seems likely 
to be upended by a new pro-
posed ballot issue. 

Unpredictability isn’t some-
thing often measured by econ-
omists. But economics watcher 
John Tapogna recently had this 
to say about the coming envi-
ronment: “Many of Oregon’s 
systems—our schools, regula-
tions, land use rules and per-
mitting processes — were built 
for a different time, to solve 
yesterday’s problems,” he said. 
“But the future has never looked 
less like the past than it does 
right now.”

Managing these many new 
and conflicting economic pieces 
will represent a huge challenge 
for the short legislative session 
upcoming. 

https://oregoncapitalchronicle.
com/2025/12/04/oregon-law-
makers-to-grapple-with-econom-
ic-confusion/

Oregon Capital Chronicle 
is part of States Newsroom, 
a network of news bureaus 
supported by grants and a coa-
lition of donors as a 501c(3) 
public charity. Oregon Capital 
Chronicle maintains editorial 
independence. Contact Editor 
Lynne Terry for questions: 
info@oregoncapitalchronicle.
com.

FOR THE SAKE OF 
TRANSPARENCY

For years, Lincoln 
County has prided itself 
on open government 
and fair deliberation. 
That’s why what has 
happened in recent Board 
of Commissioners meet-
ings should concern 
every voter, regardless of 
politics.

Commissioner Casey 
Miller has repeatedly been 

denied the most basic 
right of any elected offi-
cial: the ability to place 
items on the agenda and 
to speak without being 
silenced. On October 1, 
October 15, November 
5, November 26, and 
December 3, Miller was 
either blocked from intro-
ducing topics or gaveled 
down mid-sentence. These 
weren’t disruptive out-
bursts. They were routine 

attempts to raise issues—
from aerial spraying to 
transparency concerns—
that many residents care 
deeply about.

Under Oregon’s Public 
Meetings Law, com-
missioners are expected 
to deliberate in public. 
Silencing one commis-
sioner prevents the public 
from hearing the full dis-
cussion. Blocking agenda 
items prevents the issues 

themselves from ever 
reaching daylight.

This isn’t about person-
alities. It’s about process. 
When a commissioner 
cannot make a motion, 
cannot raise a Point of 
Order, and cannot even 
finish a question to 
County Counsel, some-
thing fundamental has 
gone wrong in our county 
government.

Commissioner Hall has 

presided over these break-
downs as Chair. Instead 
of ensuring fair debate, 
she has allowed — and 
sometimes encouraged — 
a process that shuts down 
voices and shields key 
issues from public view.

Whether you agree with 
Miller or not, every voter 
should agree on this: no 
commissioner should be 
silenced, and no issue 
should be buried.

For the sake of trans-
parency and basic fair-
ness, recall Claire Hall - 
Because Fairness Matters.

Barbara Davis
Waldport

Lawmakers will return to the Oregon Capitol next year to 
deal with budget issues. (Laura Tesler / Oregon Capital 
Chronicle)

Oregon lawmakers to grapple with economic confusion
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Stephen Ayers Lovejoy 
Sr., a devoted husband, 
father, grandfather, great-
grandfather, and respected 
Oregon attorney, passed 
away surrounded by 
family. He was born on 
August 9, 1947, in Palo 
Alto, California, to Jack 
and Alice Mae Lovejoy.

Steve dedicated himself 
to education early in life, 
attending and graduating 
from Bishop White Seminary before 
earning both his undergraduate degree 
and Juris Doctorate from Gonzaga 
University and Gonzaga Law School. He 
was admitted to the Oregon State Bar 
in 1973 and went on to practice law in 
Lincoln County for 50 years.

During his long and distinguished 
career, Steve represented countless 
neighbors, friends, and community 
members, changing many lives through 
his unwavering advocacy. He worked 
alongside famed Wyoming attorney Gerry 
Spence on a Lincoln County murder 
case later detailed in Spence’s book  The 
Smoking Gun. A formidable trial lawyer, 
Steve was known for his tenacity, sharp 
intellect, and fierce commitment to his 
clients. He earned the enduring respect of 
the Lincoln County Bar and Bench, as well 
as the friendship of many he encountered 
along the way.

Steve lived a vibrant and adventurous 
life. A licensed pilot, he flew his Cessna 
throughout the Northwest. He loved 
sailing, spent cherished time living in 

Mexico, and traveled the 
world with his beloved 
wife, Marci D. Lovejoy, 
and their children. He 
was a car collector, a 
sometimes-mechanic, and 
a self-taught jack-of-all-
trades who delighted in 
solving problems with his 
hands. When he wasn’t in 
the courtroom or working 
on one of his many 
projects, Steve could often 

be found cheering on his beloved Seattle 
Mariners.

Steve and Marci were married for more 
than 47 years after meeting in Lincoln 
County, where they went on to build a 
loving and lively family. Steve was the 
proud father of seven children: Joseph 
Lionel Lovejoy of Bend, Oregon; Stephen 
Ayers Lovejoy Jr. of Seattle, Washington; 
Cinthia Ann Lovejoy Hash of Otis, 
Oregon; Gari Lynn Lovejoy of Newport, 
Oregon; Jacqueline Rae Lovejoy of 
Bozeman, Montana; Gregory Dixson 
Lovejoy of Otis, Oregon; and Thomas 
Brian Lovejoy of Tigard, Oregon. He 
was also a devoted grandfather to many 
grandchildren and, more recently, a 
delighted great-grandfather.

Steve’s legacy is one of integrity, courage, 
intellect, and love. He will be deeply 
missed by his family, friends, colleagues, 
and the many people whose lives he 
touched.

Steve’s celebration of life was on 
December 12, 2025 at the Eagles lodge in 
Lincoln City Oregon.

Stephen Ayers Lovejoy Sr.
August 9, 1947 – December 7, 2025

issued additional evacua-
tion recommendations on 
Dec.12. Two of the evac-
uated residents have been 
connected to the American 
Red Cross for services.

Community members 
are encouraged to use 
extreme caution in and 
around the Siletz River to 
avoid risk of injury from 
debris and dangers asso-
ciated with the heightened 
river level.  

Lincoln County 

Emergency Management’s 
Emergency Operations 
Center (EOC) was acti-
vated following the Dec. 
12 slide at approximately 
milepost 14 on Highway 
299.

“The site is still active 
and can be danger-
ous,” Lincoln County 
Emergency Management 
stated in a release Dec. 14. 
“Avoid the impacted and 
surrounding area. There 
have been reports of debris 
washing up on the shores 
of the river, the Siletz 
Bay, and ocean beaches. 
Community members 
are encouraged to avoid 
climbing on or moving the 
debris. Any discovery of 
items with personal identi-
fication should be reported 
to local law enforcement.”

There is no nearby 
detour available. Travelers 
should avoid the area and 
plan alternate routes, and 
they are encouraged to 
check TripCheck.com for 
the latest road conditions 
before heading out.

According to the 
Oregon Department of 
Transportation (ODOT), it 
is unknown how long the 
Highway 229 closure will 
last Geotechnical crews 
need time to assess the 
slope and determine next 
steps before a timeline can 
be established, ODOT offi-
cials said.

“Because the slide has 
taken out a portion of the 
road, this will be a long-
term closure,” ODOT 
states in a release. “The 
closure follows several 
days of heavy rain and 
high water in the area.”

According to the release, 
ODOT crews have been 
responding to weather-re-
lated impacts along OR 
229 in recent days, includ-
ing emergency repairs to 
a sunken grade area near 
milepost 9 on Wednesday.

“At this time, it is not 
known whether the clo-
sure will last days, weeks, 
months, or longer: the 
release advises. “ODOT 
geotechnical crews will 

need time to assess the 
slope and determine next 
steps before a timeline can 
be established.”

Additional Information 
about the Landslide
•	 Weather: www.weather.

org
•	 Road closures: tripcheck.

com
•	 Lincoln County 

Emergency Alerts: 
sign up to receive 
messages directly - 
member.everbridge.
net/892807736721689/
notif

•	 Oregon Department of 
Transportation (ODOT): 
www.oregon.gov/odot/
pages/news-releases.aspx 
Landslide Alert Issued
On Dec. 8, the Oregon 

Department of Geology 
and Mineral Industries 
issued a landslide alert 
for Benton, Clackamas, 
Clatsop, Columbia, Hood 
River, Lane, Lincoln, Linn, 
Marion, Multnomah, Polk, 
Tillamook, Washington, 
and Yamhill counties.

Debris flows are rap-
idly moving, extremely 
destructive landslides, the 

alert cautioned. They can 
contain boulders and logs 
transported in a fast-mov-
ing soil and water slurry 
down steep hillsides and 
through narrow canyons. 
They can easily travel a 
mile or more. A debris 
flow moves faster than a 
person can run. People, 
structures, and roads 
located below steep slopes 
in canyons and near the 
mouths of canyons may be 
at serious risk, according 
to the alert.

If your home, work, or 
travel route is in a watch 
area:
•	 Stay alert. Track the 

flood watch by radio, 
TV, weather radio, or 
online. If told to evacu-
ate, do so immediately.

•	 Listen. Unusual sounds 
might indicate moving 
debris, such as trees 
cracking or boulders 
knocking together. A 
trickle of falling mud 
or debris may precede 
larger landslides. If you 
think there is danger 
of a landslide, leave 
immediately.

•	 Watch the water. If 
water in a stream or 
creek suddenly turns 
muddy or the amount of 
water flowing suddenly 
decreases or increases, 
this is a warning that the 
flow has been affected 
upstream. You should 
immediately leave the 
area because a debris 
flow may soon be com-
ing downstream.

•	 Travel with extreme 
caution. Assume roads 
are not safe. Be alert 
when driving, especially 
at night. Embankments 
along roadsides may fail, 
sending rock and debris 
onto the road.
For more landslide and 

debris flow information: 
https://www.oregon.gov/
dogami/landslide/Pages/
debrisflow.aspx

Before you travel get for 
up-to-date information at 
www.tripcheck.com and 
follow developments of 
the Highway 229 land-
slide online at the Lincoln 
County Leader website and 
in the Wednesday print 
editions of The Leader.

LANDSLIDE
From Page A1

waited for assistance from 
other officers, he exited his 
car to contact the vehicle 
driver giving him orders to 
remain in the vehicle. The 
driver, later identified as 
32-year-old Tyler Mullen, 
did not comply with lawful 
orders and began to leave 
in the vehicle. Mullen 
drove over a curb and fled 
the area in the vehicle 
traveling out of the parking 
lot and then northbound on 

Highway 101, according 
to a release from Newport 
Police. 

The officer returned 
to his patrol car and 
attempted to stop Mullen 
with his lights and sirens. 
Mullen refused to stop and 
continued driving north-
bound on Highway 101 
at a high rate of speed. 
At Highway 101 and NW 
25th Street intersection, 
Mullen clipped a vehicle in 
the turn lane causing minor 
damage causing no injuries 
to the vehicle’s driver and 
did not stop.

Officers continued to 
pursue Mullen on the 
highway and were able to 
contact partnering agen-
cies ahead of the pursuit 
to setup tire spike strips. 
Mullen drove over the 
spike strips causing dam-
age to his multiple tires.

The vehicle eventually 
suffered loss of traction 
near SE 51 ST in Lincoln 
City, and would not travel 
any further. Mullen exited 
the vehicle and attempted 
to flee on foot where he 
was ultimately restrained 
by construction workers 

at the scene. Mullen was 
placed under arrest and 
refused to identify himself, 
the release states.

Mullen was transported 
to the Lincoln County Jail 
where he was fingerprinted 
revealing his identity 
along with providing of 
photograph of him. This 
revealed he had active 
warrants for his arrest for 
a probation violation out 
of the Oregon State Parole 
Board.

In addition to the arrest 
warrant, Mullen was 
lodged at the Lincoln 

County Jail for the follow-
ing charges:
•	 Fleeing or Attempting 

to Elude Police Officer 
(Felony)

•	 Fleeing or Attempting 
to Elude Police Officer 
(Misdemeanor)

•	 Failure to Carry or 
Present a license

•	 Reckless Driving
•	 Reckless Endangering 

(x2)
•	 Failure to Perform 

Duties of a Driver 
(Misdemeanor x2)
The Lincoln County 

Sheriff’s Office, Lincoln 

City Police Department 
and the Oregon State 
Police assisted in the 
incident.

The case remained under 
investigation as of late 
Thursday, Dec. 11.

If you have any infor-
mation regarding the 
case, you are asked to 
contact Officer Mangum 
of the Newport Police 
Department at 541-574-
3348. The Newport Police 
Tip Line is available at 
541-574-5455, or Text-a-
Tip at 541-270-1856 or 
tipline@newportpolice.net.

CHASE
From Page A1

have the town, so it was 
about 150 per year.”

Jones said this year, the 
need has increased, and 
the price of food has also 
increased.

“It’s gotten more diffi-
cult to fundraise to sup-
port the costs associated 
with the food,” she said. 

“The Eagles buy the food 
for these families, so we 
have expanded our hori-
zons, and we did get a 
grant from the city and 
from the Siletz Tribe of 
$16,000. Our food bill 
will probably be about 
$26,000.

The Eagles conduct two 
silent auctions a year and 
a Christmas in July event 
to collect funds to support 
the food costs.

“People tend to be very 
generous,” Jones said. 
“It’s just the increase of 
families and the increase 
of food costs are what 
makes it difficult for us, 
but we are still managing, 
and this effort will con-
tinue, most definitely.”

The donations of new 
toys and nonperishable 
food items have been col-
lected in large containers 
placed at various Lincoln 

City business locations.
“I just like to give 

back,” Jones said.  “Our 
motto at the Eagles is 
People helping People and 
that’s what we are.”

Over the past few 
weeks, large containers 
have been placed at busi-
nesses around Lincoln 
City to collect donated 
new, unwrapped toys 
and nonperishable food 
items to fill the Christmas 

baskets. Food will also 
be purchased at McKay’s 
Market in Lincoln City.

Volunteers will pack the 
food in boxes donated by 
Dinosaur Electronics of 
Lincoln City Wednesday, 
Dec. 17 at the church.

“We’ll fill 550 food 
boxes,” Jones said. “We’re 
all volunteers and we 
couldn’t do this without 
the volunteers. 

The food and toys will 

be distributed to area 
families North to Cascade 
Head, east to Van Duzer 
Corridor, and south to the 
Siletz River.

If you’d like to make 
a donation, contact the 
Lincoln City Eagles 
Lodge 541-996-3679.

Who We Are is a fre-
quent Lincoln County 
Leader presentation high-
lighting the people in our 
community.

VOLUNTEER
From Page A1
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Oregon Gov. Tina Kotek 
called upon Oregon’s business 
community on Monday, Dec, 
8, to support her plan to cre-
ate more jobs and streamline 
the permitting process, as the 
state battles lagging economic 
growth and a reputation for 
crushing businesses with taxes 
and regulation.

The governor made her 
remarks at the annual Oregon 
Leadership Summit in the 
Oregon Convention Center’s 
Portland ballroom on Monday. 
The economic policy forum 
was established in 2002 
when the state was grappling 
with a recession and high 
unemployment. 

Last week, Kotek formally 
announced her plans to run 
for reelection in 2026, when 
she will have to defend her 
record against what many 
business leaders perceive as 
an unfriendly statewide market 
filled with regulations, fees 
and taxes that make it impos-
sible to survive in the state. 
On Monday, she touted her 
previously-unveiled “prosper-
ity roadmap” which has come 
with a goal of reforming permit 
systems, increasing global trade 
and providing corporate tax 
incentives. 

While some Oregon law-
makers echoed her priorities at 
Monday’s summit, the gover-
nor’s roughly 20-minute speech 

in front of hundreds of industry 
leaders was largely a defense 
of her record. She argued that 
she has planted the seeds for 
improvement in Oregon’s busi-
ness, education and housing 
sectors, framing some of the 
state’s challenges as a result 
of the Trump administration’s 
priorities. 

“Oregon now has to focus 
on the seamless, continuous 
execution of these policies and 
investments. We are in the pro-
cess of continuous performance 
improvement across our state,” 
Kotek said. “We’re making real 
progress on these core issues, 
each of them vital to Oregon’s 
ability and wellbeing, and 
because of that, we have laid 
the foundation that we need to 
have to respond to today’s eco-
nomic headwinds:”

Kotek also called upon 
attendees to help enact her pros-
perity roadmap, setting an end-
of-year deadline to name a chief 
prosperity officer and council 
of leaders who would be able to 
make policy recommendations. 
She said she is planning to 
introduce legislation in the 2026 
session which would create a 
fast-tracked program to provide 
permits for “large projects that 
can create jobs and grow our 
economy.” She also said she 
plans to seek one-time funding 
from the Oregon Legislature 
dedicated to land ready for 
industrial development. 

“The takeaway that we 
should all focus on is: there’s 
an opportunity here,” Kotek 
said. “There’s an openness, and 
I think a bipartisan openness, to 
try new things.”

This year’s summit was 
themed “At a Crossroads,” as 
the Beaver State battles rising 
unemployment, declining popu-
lation growth, economic uncer-
tainty from President Donald 
Trump’s tariff policies and test 
scores for students in English, 
math and science that have yet 

to return to pre-pandemic levels. 
In an 11-page report released 
ahead of the conference, ana-
lysts for the forum described 
Oregon as “a state built on 
growth and innovation now con-
fronting the limits of both.”

“What you want to do is 
ensure that we are competitive, 
that we look to innovations, 
but the approach has got to 
be inclusive,” U.S. Sen. Ron 
Wyden, an Oregon Democrat 
who helped launch the sum-
mit in 2002, told the Capital 
Chronicle. “You’ve got to 
make sure that people who are 
affected are having a chance to 
get new jobs and new oppor-
tunities and have the fruits of 
innovation.”

Oregon lawmakers seek per-
mitting, land use readjustments 

The one area of consensus 
between lawmakers on the left 
and right on Monday appeared 
to be easing the regulatory bur-
den facing businesses, with leg-
islators offering suggestions for 
changes to Oregon law in the 
2026 session. House Speaker 
Julie Fahey, D-Eugene, said 
Monday that she was “open” 
to conversations about easing 
land use regulations to help 
spur development across the 
state. For more than 50 years, 
the state’s land use system has 
regulated residential, industrial 
and commercial development 
to protect Oregon’s natural 
resources and unique environ-
ment, including through limit-
ing where and how cities can 
grow. 

“It is worth looking at, 
‘How can we introduce some 
additional flexibility to the 
system while still keeping what 
works?’” she said. “The land 
use system prevents sprawl. 
It helps preserve our valuable 
farm and forest, one of the 
big economic drivers in the 
Willamette Valley, and it pro-
tects Oregon’s natural beauty.”

House Majority Leader Ben 

Bowman, D-Tigard, said he was 
bringing forward two ideas in 
the short legislative session set 
for February 2026 that are “not 
going to change the world over-
night.” One proposal would set 
clear requirements regardless of 
rules changing after a company 
has applied for a permit, and 
another would ensure “timeline 
clarity” given that some permit 
applications can stretch on for 
years. 

“This is not super sexy. This 
is about procurement. This is 
about hiring. This is about per-
mitting timelines. This is about 
the rulemaking process,” he 
said. “We need to streamline all 
of that, not so that we’re saying 
yes to everybody, but so that we 
can actually achieve our own 
stated goals as a government.”

Although Bowman and Fahey 
did not elaborate further on 
any details, their ideas could 
receive some bipartisan support. 
Senate Minority Leader Bruce 
Starr, R-Dundee, said he did not 
disagree with Bowman, adding 
that he was hopeful that law-
makers could leave the summit 
with a unified goal in streamlin-
ing land use rules.

“It’s too expensive. It’s too 
kind of cumbersome, the ability 
for virtually anybody to, with a 
stroke of a pen and appeal, to 
stop a process,” he said. “We 
got to figure out how we could 
move forward on this together.”

At the same time, it’s unclear 
the extent to which lawmakers 
have found consensus on the 
issue. Starr cited Austin, Texas 
as a positive example of an area 
streamlining its housing regu-
lations, while Fahey criticized 
the state of Texas for allowing 
“eternal sprawl.”

House Minority Leader 
Lucetta Elmer, R-McMinnville 
also spoke on Monday along-
side Bowman, Starr and Senate 
Majority Leader Kayse Jama, 
D-Portland. 

Elmer called for the state to 

“be more competitive in our 
taxes,” and referred to the sig-
natures gathered by opponents 
of the $4.3 billion transportation 
package Oregon Democrats 
passed during a special legis-
lative session in September. 
Critics have reported receiving 
nearly double the 78,116 sig-
natures necessary to place the 
measure on the November 2026 
ballot, with the goal of undoing 
the increased taxes and vehicu-
lar fees the package mandates. 

But she was also hopeful law-
makers could find consensus.

“Senator Starr and I have 
lots of great solutions. Bowman 
has said he wants to work with 
me, so, I mean, today’s a good 
day,” Elmer said. “We can turn 
it around. This is a gorgeous 
place. We can be the pioneering 
state once again.”

Although she did not speak 
on stage at the event, Kotek’s 
top political rival and state Sen. 
Christine Drazan, R-Canby, 
attended with several of her 
Republican colleagues. When 
announcing that she would be 
running for governor in 2026, 
she said in late October that 
small businesses such as weld-
ers, builders, farmers and shop 
owners “are being buried under 
taxes and regulations and red 
tape every single day,” while 
calling for expedited building 
permits and lower taxes and 
fees.

https://oregoncapitalchroni-
cle.com/2025/12/08/gov-kotek-
lawmakers-call-for-streamlined-
permit-land-use-rules-amid-con-
cern-for-oregon-business/

Oregon Capital Chronicle 
is part of States Newsroom, 
a network of news bureaus 
supported by grants and a coa-
lition of donors as a 501c(3) 
public charity. Oregon Capital 
Chronicle maintains editorial 
independence. Contact Editor 
Lynne Terry for questions: 
info@oregoncapitalchronicle.
com.

ALEX BAUMHARDT
Oregon Capital Chronicle

After letting funding lapse 
for nearly two years, Congress 
voted to renew crucial federal 
funding that rural counties and 
schools have counted on for a 
quarter century.

The U.S. House of 
Representatives on Tuesday 
evening voted 399-5 to reau-
thorize the Secure Rural 
Schools and Community Self-
Determination Act through 
September 2026, and to provide 
lapsed payments for the 2024 
and 2025 fiscal years. The vote 
came after a year-long cam-
paign led by bipartisan federal 
lawmakers from the West.

The U.S. Senate in June 
unanimously voted to reautho-
rize the act. It now goes to the 
president to be signed into law.

“The Secure Rural Schools 
program has been a lifeline 
for rural communities across 
Oregon since I originally 
authored the program back in 
2000,” Oregon’s U.S. Sen. Ron 
Wyden, a Democrat, said in 
a statement. “I’m relieved the 
House has finally done its job 
with the long-overdue passage 
of my bill to return the safety 
net for critical services to com-
munities that need it the most.”

Wyden co-authored the orig-
inal law that provided tens of 
millions each year for rural 
schools and communities that 

previously benefited from 
revenue generated by natural 
resource industries on public 
lands. Since then, it has pro-
vided $7 billion in payments 
to more than 700 counties and 
4,400 school districts across 40 
states and Puerto Rico that have 
large swaths of federal land 
within their borders.

Oregon, where more than 
half of the state consists of 
federal land, has experienced 
the biggest loss of any state 
since the funding lapsed in 
2023: nearly $48.7 million in 
money for rural roads, public 
services and schools, according 
to a September report from the 
D.C.-based Center for American 
Progress, a liberal public pol-
icy and think tank. Idaho has 
missed out on $21.3 million, 
Alaska more than $12.6 mil-
lion and Washington more than 
$14.7 million.

Overall, states have lost 
out on more than $207 mil-
lion in the two years since 
the act expired, the Center for 
American Progress found.

Twice since December 2024, 
the Senate has voted to renew 
the act in an effort led by 
Wyden and Idaho’s senior U.S. 
Sen. Mike Crapo, a Republican.

But each time the Senate 
approved it, the House failed 
to take a vote. The bill lapsed 
in 2023 and counties haven’t 
gotten payments since early 
2024. House Republicans most 
recently failed to reauthorize the 
act in the tax and spending cut 
megalaw they passed in July.

With just weeks before the 
House is due to wrap its work 
for the year, Wyden, Crapo 
and 83 bipartisan lawmakers 
from the Senate and the House 
sent a letter to U.S. House 
Speaker Mike Johnson and 

House Minority Leader Hakeem 
Jeffries, a Democrat from New 
York, urging them to take a 
vote on the act before they 
recessed.

Just 12 hours after receiving 
the letter, the House announced 
it would fast-track consideration 
and a vote on the bill.

Washington’s U.S. Rep. 
Marie Gluesenkamp Perez, 
a Democrat representing 
southwest Washington’s 3rd 
Congressional District, led the 
passage of the bill in the House.

“The Secure Rural Schools 
program is absolutely critical, 
and the passage of this legis-
lation is beyond overdue,” she 
said in a statement. “Candidly, 
the only reason it took this long 
is because way too many folks 
in D.C. have been blissfully 
ignorant about how disastrous 
the lapse of SRS has been 
for timber communities in 

Southwest Washington and 
across the West. Schools have 
closed up, teachers have been 
laid off, and our kids have 
been left footing the bill for 
Congress’s neglect.”

Since the funding lapsed, 
schools in Skamania County in 
her district have laid off staff 
and a middle school was forced 
to close.

In Alaska, the failure to 
reauthorize the program caused 
rural school districts to cut their 
budgets, particularly in south-
east Alaska, home to the vast 
Tongass National Forest.

Rep. Nick Begich, R-Alaska, 
voted for the bill on Friday, and 
both of the state’s senators — 
Republicans Lisa Murkowski 
and Dan Sullivan — supported 
it as well.

Reporter James Brooks of the 
Alaska Beacon contributed to 
this report.

https://oregoncapitalchroni-
cle.com/2025/12/09/after-near-
ly-two-year-lapse-congress-
renews-secure-rural-schools-
funding/

Oregon Capital Chronicle 
is part of States Newsroom, 
a network of news bureaus 
supported by grants and a coa-
lition of donors as a 501c(3) 
public charity. Oregon Capital 
Chronicle maintains editorial 
independence. Contact Editor 
Lynne Terry for questions: 
info@oregoncapitalchronicle.
com.

Wind River Middle School, in Carson, Wash., closed in the fall of 2025 after Secure Rural 
Schools Act funding lapsed. (Courtesy photo from Stevenson-Carson School District)

After nearly two-year lapse, Congress renews Secure Rural Schools funding

Gov. Kotek, lawmakers call for streamlined permit, land use rules amid concern for Oregon business
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RECALL 
HALL

We must recall county commissioner 
Claire Hall for numerous reasons, such 

as ethics and non-performance.

• Ethics....Hall is currently 
under investigation by 
“OGEC”, the Oregon 
Government Ethics 
Commission, for “Open 
Meetings” violations of law.

• Non communication with 
Judge Bachart, DA Jenna 
Wallace and Sherriff’s 
office (Curt Landers). 
See September 18, 2024 
meeting video.

• Freedom of Speech 
violations of public 
comment section during 
commissioner meetings.

• Non communication with 
general public and voters 
seeking “redress of 
Grievances”

• Unethical removal 
and banishment of 
commissioner Miller.

• Illegal and inappropriate 
banishment from 
commissioner meetings 
by those Hall deemed 
as opposition. (Christine 
Hutchins)...later reversed 
after proved to be either 
Illegal or wrongful action.

• It is time to end “Strong 
Arm” and bully tactics at 
the county commissioners 
office!

This ad paid for by David Elton,  a full-time resident of Lincoln County and the founder of “RECALL HALL” PAC. A political action 
committee registered with the IRS and the Oregon secretary of state (ORESTAR). Treasurer, Richard P. Burke.
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Climate Researchers 
want to keep it that 
way

MIA MALDONADO
Oregon Capital Chronicle 

As Oregonians prepare 
for Christmas, research-
ers are looking into how 
they can keep the state’s 
Christmas tree industry 
alive for decades to come. 

Oregon grows more 
Christmas trees than any 
other state in the country, 

A Christmas cele-
bration as old-time as 
anything on the Oregon 
Coast happens again this 
year at the Heceta Head 
Lightkeeper’s House, 
just below the lighthouse 
north of Florence off 
Highway 101.

This year’s Victorian 
Christmas will feature all 
the staples, from carol-
ing to hot chocolate and 
cookies and one of the 
best views on the coast. 
It’s also no secret that it’s 
one of Santa’s places to 
visit, so bring the kids.

Take either of the first 
two turns (left or right) 
north of the Cape Creek 
Bridge/tunnel down to 
the parking lot. Parking 
is $10 but admission to 
the lightkeeper’s house is 
free. It’s a brisk walk up 

LINCOLN COUNTY 
SCHOOL DISTRICT 

It began with a simple 
question at Newport High 
School, one that no one 
realized would change 
hundreds of students’ 
lives.

In 2017, Newport 
High School’s College 
and Career Coordinator 
Melinda Dye approached 
longtime ASPIRE vol-
unteer Ron Brocklehurst 
with a dilemma. A small 
$250 scholarship was 
no longer being funded. 
Would he, by chance, be 
willing to help cover it?

Ron and his wife 
Barbara didn’t just cover 
it, they transformed it. 
That year alone, they 
donated $7,000 of their 
own money so that seven 
students could receive 
$1,000 scholarships. 
What seemed like a 

generous one-time gift 
became the spark for 
something much bigger.

Ron, a CPA with deep 

ties to clients in the Los 
Angeles area, began 

The Oregon Coast 
Community College 
Foundation has 
announced a major 
boost for the Ron Spisso 
Lighthouse Fund for 
Small Business Success: 
a $10,000 matching-gift 
challenge issued by Rob 
Thompson, owner of 
Thompson’s Sanitary 
Service in Newport and a 
former longtime client of 
Spisso’s. 

Thompson will match 
all gifts made to the 
Lighthouse Fund dol-
lar-for-dollar, up to 
$10,000, between now 

and Jan. 31, 2026.
The Lighthouse Fund, 

created earlier this year, 
honors the legacy of Ron 
Spisso, the beloved Small 

Business Management 
Coordinator who 
served Lincoln County 

JEREMY C. RUARK
Lincoln County Leader

Oregon State Parks will 
host Winter Whale Watch 
Week along the Oregon Coast 
Saturday, Dec. 27 through 
Wednesday, Dec. 31.

Trained Oregon State Park 
volunteers will be stationed 
at 14 sites along the Oregon 
Coast from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. to 
help visitors spot gray whales 
on their southward migration to 
the calving lagoons in Mexico.

The sites are some of the 
best places to watch for whales 
on the Oregon Coast. A map 

Whale Watching Week returns to the Oregon Coast

This is the Whale Watching Center at Depoe Bay.

Trained Oregon State Park volunteers will be stationed at 
14 sites along the Oregon Coast from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. to 
help visitors spot the gray

Gray Whale breaching off the Oregon Coast. (Courtesy photos from 
Oregon Parks) Watch for the spray to spot the whales.

See WHALE, page B2

ASPIRE volunteer and Rising Stars founder 
Ron Brocklehurst give the “Thumbs Up” after 
receiving the Partner In Education Award at last 
year’s Compass Awards ceremony. (Courtesy 
photo from Susan Schuytema)

Rising Stars: How a small 
scholarship sparked a $1.6M legacy

Photo by Tony Reed / County Media, Inc.

Lightkeepers open the 
house for the holidays

Ron Spisso Rob Thompson

$10,000 Matching Challenge for 
the Ron Spisso Lighthouse Fund

See FUND, page B3See TREES, page B4

See HOLIDAYS, page B2 See LEGACY, page B2

Priya Rajarapu is an assistant professor at 
Oregon State University’s College of Forestry. 
She is a Christmas tree specialist, researching 
new climate resilience strategies at the university 
campus in Corvallis and at the North Willamette 
Research and Extension Center in Aurora. 
(Courtesy photo from Oregon State University)

It’s a fact, Oregon grows more 
Christmas trees than any other state
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Sudoku is a number-placing puzzle 
based on a 9x9 grid with several given 
numbers. 

The object is to place the numbers 1 to 
9 in the empty squares so that each row, 
each column and each 3x3 box contains 
the same number only once. 

Support theseSupport these
Local NonprofitLocal Nonprofit

Community Community 
Organizations!Organizations!

Samaritan House envisions a community 
where all families can live together in 

safe, affordable, and sustainable housing; 
and all generations are able to thrive.

715 SW Bay St., Newport OR 97365
Phone: 541-574-8898

Sam House 
samfamshelter.org501(c)(3) nonprofit organization

Please donate

OCEANA NATURAL FOODS CO-OP

159 SE 2nd St • Newport • (541) 265-3893

All other store hours:
sandwiches, wraps, salads, muffins, 

cookies, chips, and drinks.

NATURAL FOODS CO-OP

Menu at www.oceanafoods.org

Open 7 days per week!
Mon-Sat 9-6, Sun 10-6

Complete Salad Bar,
Entree, Pizza, and Soup

Your lunch is waiting!

Monday-Friday 10 a.m. - 2 p.m.

RECALL HALL
We must recall county commissioner Claire Hall for numerous 

reasons, such as ethics and non-performance.
This ad paid for by David Elton,  a full-time resident of Lincoln County and the founder of “RECALL HALL” PAC. A political action committee registered with the IRS and the Oregon secretary of state (ORESTAR). Treasurer, Richard P. Burke.

Get the facts! 
RecallHall.com 
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The Lincoln City Chamber of Commerce has pre-
sented five awards recognizing local businesses and 
organizations. 

BEST NEW BUSINESS:
Fancy Fish & Aquascapes
Owners, John & Beth Towers

EXCELLENCE IN CUSTOMER SERVICE:
Beachcrest Brewing Company
Owner, Amy White

BUSINESS OF THE YEAR:
Grocery Outlet
Owners Richard & Jenni Miller

BEAUTIFICATION AWARD:
Lincoln City Parks & Recreation
Director Jeanne Sprague, Parks & Recreation Board 

Members, Jane Mulholland, Beth Towers & Donna 
Eddy

COMMUNITY IMPACT AWARD:
North Lincoln Fire & Rescue
Cody Heidt & Nancy Oksenholt
The award presentation was conducted at the Lincoln 

City Cultural Center Nov. 13.

SAFETY TIPS FOR 
WINTER WEATHER

Winter weather can 
mean fun in the snow, but 
it is also a time we should 
pay close attention to the 
safety of our pets. 

Here are some safety 
tips to follow as the 
weather gets colder:
1.	Monitor your pet’s 

food intake. Pets who 
live outdoors should be 
fed a bit more in the 
winter because they 
need the extra calories 
to stay warm. Indoor 
pets typically receive 
less exercise during 
cold weather and may 
require fewer calories.

2.	Oregon law requires all 
companion animals be 
provided shelter from 
the elements. They 
should have fresh water 
put out a couple of 
times a day. Consider a 
special bowl that pre-
vents the water from 
freezing.

3.	In severe weather, 
allow outdoor pets in 
your house or garage.

4.	If your pet goes out-
doors, be aware of the 
temperature. Pets can 
get frostbite very easily 
on the ears, tail, and 
paws.

5.	When walking your 
dog in freezing condi-
tions, check their paws 
to make sure ice is not 
building up between 
toes and that salt or 

gravel is not irritating 
the skin.

6.	If your dog is a swim-
mer, keep them on 
a leash around open 
water or unstable ice. 
Hypothermia can set in 
quickly and your dog 
may be unable to get 
out of the water.

7.	Before you start your 
car, ensure no cats are 
napping in the warm 
place your car provides 
by honking the horn or 

banging on the hood.
8.	If you are decorating 

for the holidays, keep 
ornaments out of the 
reach of your pets. 
Remember that poin-
settias, holly, mistletoe, 
and other plants can be 
toxic if ingested.

9.	Ingesting anti-freeze 
can be fatal for dogs 
and cats. It has a 
sweet taste and even 
a small amount can 
cause severe kidney 
damage or death. You 
can use a pet-safe 
antifreeze, look for 
brands containing pro-
pylene glycol instead 
of ethylene glycol. If 
you spill anti-freeze, 
soak it up immediately. 
Clay cat litter works 
well to absorb spills, 
discard the litter once 
the anti-freeze has been 
absorbed.
For more information 

and tips visit www.lincol-
ncountysheriff.net

sharing the stories of 
resilient Newport students, 
describing the need, and 
inviting others to join. The 
response surprised even 
him. “It is such a bless-
ing,” Brocklehurst said. 
“It’s just incredible the 
support we’ve received.”

Year after year, 
the momentum grew. 
Donations increased. 
More students applied. 
The program expanded 
into Toledo Jr/Sr High 

and Eddyville Charter. 
And now, just eight years 
after that first conver-
sation, Rising Stars has 
awarded $1.6 million 
awarded to Lincoln 
County students.

Last year, the program 
awarded $350,000 in 
scholarships. The min-
imum scholarship has 
grown from $3,000 to 
$5,000, with top awards 
reaching $10,000. For 
many students, these 
amounts aren’t just sym-
bolic awards, they help 
make post-secondary edu-
cation a reality.

Rising Stars emphasizes 
access to community col-
leges and trade programs 
that can lead directly into 
well-paying careers. “The 
popularity of trade school 
continues to grow, with 
electricians being a big 
thing now,” Brocklehurst 
said. “I’ve also seen more 
females wanting to get 
into trade school.” 

Four-year university 
students are also sup-
ported, but the heart of 
the program lies in open-
ing doors for students 
who might otherwise walk 
away from college or 
training simply because 
it felt financially out of 
reach. 

“If a kid wants to con-
tinue school, it’s going to 
happen,” he said.

Unlike many scholar-
ship programs, Rising 
Stars has no minimum 
GPA requirement. Instead, 
it recognizes academic 
effort, personal resilience, 
and the many forms 
of excellence found in 
LCSD’s student body.

Applicants submit 
transcripts, a resume, 

and an essay telling the 
story about the challenges 
they’ve faced, the obsta-
cles they’ve overcome, 
and the goals they hope 
to achieve. Brocklehurst 
said some students have 
endured hardships most 
adults never experience, 
and for many, the appli-
cation process becomes 
an act o reflection and 
courage. 

“It’s staggering what 
some of these kids have 
overcome,” Brocklehurst 
said. “It gives hope for 
the future. These are just 
great kids, really strong 
and resilient kids.”

The program now 
includes several spe-
cial awards such as the 
R.E.A.L. Scholarships 
(Recognizing Excellence 
in Academics and Life), 
the Brocklehurst Grit 
Award, honoring students 
who have persevered 
through extraordinary 
adversity, and memorial 
scholarships honoring the 
lives of former students.

No one in that 2017 
conversation imagined 
that a discontinued 
$250 scholarship would 
ignite an effort that has 
now invested $1.6 mil-
lion into the futures of 
local students. But Ron 
Brocklehurst and Rising 
Stars show what can hap-
pen when one person sees 
potential in students and 
whose generosity inspires 
many others to join in.

And it all started with 
one small question: Would 
you be willing to help?

LEGACY
From Page B1

WHALE
From Page B1

of volunteer-staffed sites 
is available online at the 
official event webpage: 
https://oregonstateparks.
org/index.cfm?do=thingst-
odo.dsp_whaleWatching

This is a great time to 
see one of the world’s lon-
gest migrations, as the gray 
whales are traveling by 
our coastline,” said Park 
Ranger Peter McBride. 

The National Oceanic 

and Atmospheric 
Administration (NOAA) 
announced an end to an 
Unusual Mortality Event 
impacting gray whales 
in 2023 when it looked 
like the population was 
rebounding. But since 
then, the population has 
declined to its lowest level 
since the 1970s. NOAA 
now estimates about 
13,000 gray whales along 
the West Coast.

In a previous interview 
with the Lincoln County 
Leader, Oregon Parks and 
Recreation Department 
spokesman Chris Havel 
said people are fascinated 
by the whales for good 
reason.

“People are clever and 

good at inventing and 
building ways to survive 
and thrive, and wildlife, 
like whales, do the same 
thing through sheer awe-
some power,” he said. 
“There’s still some mys-
tery about their lives and 
seeing them in action is a 
thrill. Seeing them in real 
life is also a reminder of 
how we affect all marine 
life and have a responsibil-
ity to eliminate pollution 
and be careful stewards of 
the planet’s resources.”

Havel adds that people 
are naturally attracted to 
the whales’ beauty, mys-
tery, and power.

“But we also appreciate 
being reminded in these 
natural systems, and it 

makes us all feel part of 
the family,” he said. 

Winter Whale Watch 
Week provides an oppor-
tunity to see not only the 
gray whales but other 
coastal wildlife including 
birds and other marine 
mammals with help from 
trained volunteers and park 
rangers. 

The Whale Watching 
Center in Depoe Bay 
will be open 10 a.m. to 4 
p.m. Dec. 27-31. Visitors 
to the center can enjoy 
interactive whale exhibits 
and take in the panoramic 
ocean views. Binoculars 
are provided. Park rangers 
from Oregon State Parks 
will also be on hand to 
answer questions about the 

whales.
All Whale Watch Week 

visitors are encouraged 
to dress for the weather, 
to bring binoculars and 
to follow beach safety 
guidelines such as remain-
ing out of fenced areas, 
knowing the tide schedule 
and always keeping an eye 
on the surf. Go to https://
visittheoregoncoast.com/
beach-safety// for a list of 
safety tips.

For more information 
about coast parks and 
campgrounds, visit https://
stateparks.oregon.gov/

Visitors are encouraged 
to share their photos and 
videos from Winter Whale 
Watch on social media 
using #ORWhaleWatch.

to the house, but shuttle 
service to the Keeper’s 
House will be available 
for free.

The State Park will 
open the historical light-
house as well, so bring 
your flashlight and jacket 
to explore it after dark. 

The house will be open 
December 21. 

Holiday lights will be 
on display through Jan. 2.

HOLIDAYS
From Page B1

Chamber of 
Commerce presents 

annual awards

SHERIFF’S TIP OF THE WEEK
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Get the benefits you’ll 
actually use, real monthly 
savings, and the care you 
need — when you need it 
— with a Devoted Health 

Medicare Advantage plan. 

It’s all 
about 
value.

 

Devoted Health licensed 
 sales agent

Enrollment may be limited to specific times 
of the year, unless you qualify for a Special 
Election Period. Devoted Health is an HMO 
and/or PPO plan with a Medicare contract. Our 
D-SNPs also have contracts with State Medicaid
programs. Enrollment in our plans depends on
contract renewal. To file a complaint with Devoted Health, call
us at 1-800-338-6833 (TTY 711). To file a complaint with Medicare, call 
1-800-MEDICARE (TTY 1-877-486-2048), 24 hours a day/7 days a week. If
your complaint involves a broker or agent, be sure to include their name 
when you file your complaint. (27DHSEV3) Y0142_26L196_C

5  4882-499-14

C  ettolrah
L  othe

Why work over the phone, 
when expert help is right around the corner?

Schedule your FREE, in 
person, no obligation 

Medicare appointment.

We will be happy to see you!

We want to meet with you in person! 
Call today and let’s talk!   541-994-2884

Charlotte Lehto Insurance Agency
4270 NE Hwy 101 • charlottelehto.com

We are not employed by Medicare.  Our Agency is appointed with 13 carriers offering 65 plans in Oregon.  For a complete list of plans offered in Oregon contact 
SHIBA at 800-633-4227 or Medicare at 800-722-4134.

Get the facts! 
RecallHall.com 
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entrepreneurs for more 
than 25 years through 
OCCC’s Small Business 
Development Center 
(SBDC). Spisso passed 
away in 2023, but his 
presence remains deeply 
felt among the many small 
businesses he coached, 
supported, and celebrated.

“Ron helped our busi-
ness and countless oth-
ers turn challenges into 
opportunities,” Thompson 
said. “He brought out 
people’s strengths, and 
his impact continues to 
ripple through our com-
munity. This match is my 
way of helping extend 
that spirit of support.”

Ron Spisso joined 
OCCC in 1991, shortly 
after relocating to 
Oregon, and later earned 
his MBA from Oregon 
State University while 
continuing to guide small 
business owners across 
the county. He was 
known for his patience, 
practical expertise, and 
his signature “deli sto-
ries,” valuable lessons 
drawn from his earlier 
experience running the 
Inlet Deli in Barnegat 
Light, New Jersey. 

These stories were 
more than entertaining 
anecdotes; they helped 
clients feel understood, 
encouraged, and ready to 
move forward. And, very 
often, Spisso found that 
many small businesses 
here in Lincoln County, 
whether they were 
engaged in food services 
or not, shared common 
traits with the starkly 
seasonal, tourism-driven 
delicatessen in far-off 
New Jersey.

The Ron Spisso 
Lighthouse Fund provides 
small, timely financial 
supports to local entre-
preneurs facing one-time 

expenses that can be 
barriers to growth—such 
as certification costs, 
licensing fees, equipment 
needs, or similar modest 
but essential investments. 
Examples include helping 
a vacation-rental cleaner 
afford the $450 Property 
Manager’s License course 
needed to expand their 
business.

“This match will sig-
nificantly expand the 
Lighthouse Fund’s reach 
and impact,” OCCC Vice 
President of Engagement 
Dave Price said. “The 
generosity of Rob and 
Aimee Thompson in mak-
ing this matching gift, 
which will support a great 
number of businesses in 
the community they love, 
is truly awe-inspiring.”

“Ron specialized in 
helping people like Rob 
and Aimee take the next 
step in their businesses,” 
OCCC Foundation 
Director of Development 
Jeanette Campagna said. 
“We hope those who 
knew Ron, who learned 
from him, or simply 
believe in the power 
of small business, will 
consider contributing. 
There has never been a 
better time to give. Ask 
any small business owner 
across our county – they 
will tell you these are 
uncertain times, and 

every new emergency 
resource could be a dif-
ference-maker for some-
one they know.”

Gifts to the Lighthouse 
Fund can be made 
through the Oregon Coast 
Community College 
Foundation. Donors who 
give before Jan. 31, 2026, 
will have their contribu-
tions doubled thanks to 
the Thompson match. To 
give or learn more, visit 
www.oregoncoast.edu/
lighthousefund or call 
541-867-8531.

Oregon Coast 

Community College 
serves Lincoln County 
at campuses in Newport, 
Lincoln City, Waldport, 
and Toledo, offering 
degree programs, work-
force training, and com-
munity education oppor-
tunities. As it has for 
more than 30 years, even 
before Ron Spisso joined 
the team, the OCCC 
SBDC provides confiden-
tial, no-cost advising to 
anyone who requests it. 

Learn more at oregon-
coast.edu or by calling 
541-867-8546.

FUND
From Page B1

The Spirit Mountain 
Community Fund (SMCF) 
awarded 28 grants totaling 
$1,447,909 to nonprofit 
organizations and Oregon 
Tribes supporting pro-
gramming in the areas of 
arts & culture, education, 
environmental preserva-
tion, health and public 
safety. Grant funds were 
awarded during the fourth 
quarter check presenta-
tion at the Grand Ronde 
Governance Center on 
December 10, 2025.   

During the check pre-
sentation, the Community 
Fund awarded 11 small 
grants worth $63,750, 
11 large grants worth 
$585,000 and eight tribal 
grants worth $799,159.

Among the nonprofits 
to receive grants from 
the Spirit Mountain 

Community Fund this 
quarter were:
•	 Benton County: Grace 

Center for Adult Day 
Services - $50,000

•	 Lane County: Ophelias 
Place - $50,000; The 
Arc of Lane County 
- $100,000; Oregon 
Health and Education 
Collaborative - $7,500

•	 Lincoln County: 
Oregon Coast 
Aquarium - $100,000; 
Nuu-da’Mv-ne’ 
- $7,500

•	 Marion County: Liberty 
House - $50,000; 
Assistance League of 
Salem-Keizer - $7,500; 
Bridgeworks Oregon 
- $3,750

•	 Multnomah County: 
Elevate Oregon - 
$50,000; Water Watch 
of Oregon - $25,000; 

Northwest Alliance 
for Alternative Media 
and Education - 
$7,500; Oregon TRIO 
Association - $7,500; 
Rehab Sisters - $7,500; 
Street Roots - $7,500

•	 Washington County: 
Domestic Violence 
Resource Center, Inc. 
- $50,000

•	 Yamhill County: 
Juliette’s House - 
$50,000; Yamhill 
Community Care - 
$35,000; Yamhill 
County CASA - 
$25,000; McMinnville 
Area Habitat for 
Humanity - $7,500

•	 Oregon Tribal 
Community: Burns 
Paiute Tribe - 
$100,000; Confederated 
Tribes of Coos, Lower 
Umpqua & Siuslaw 

Indians - $100,000; 
Confederated Tribes 
of Siletz Indians of 
Oregon - $100,000; 
Confederated Tribes 
of the Grand Ronde 
Community of 
Oregon - $99,159; 
Confederated Tribes 
of the Umatilla Indian 
Reservation - $100,000; 
Coquille Indian 
Tribe - $100,000; The 
Confederated Tribes 
of Warm Springs - 
$100,000; The Klamath 
Tribes - $100,000
The Confederated 

Tribes of the Grand Ronde 
Community of Oregon is 
committed to honoring the 
Tribal traditions of sharing 
and giving back. In 1997, 
through a formal compact 
agreement between the 
Tribe and the State of 

Oregon, Spirit Mountain 
Community Fund was 
established as a way for 
the Tribe to give back to 
the local communities that 
supported them during 
their most vulnerable 
time, the termination era.

Through the Community 
Fund, the Tribe donates 6 
percent of casino revenue 
to nonprofit organizations 
throughout northwest 
Oregon. We accomplish 
this by providing compet-
itive grant programs in an 
11-county service area, 

as well as to government 
agencies in Lane, Polk, 
Tillamook and Yamhill 
counties, and to the nine 
federally recognized 
Tribes of Oregon.

The primary focus is 
to improve the quality of 
life for all people living in 
northwest Oregon through 
community investments 
consistent with the Tribe’s 
culture and values. Since 
inception, the Community 
Fund has awarded 
3,482 grants totaling 
$103,228,571.

Nonprofit organizations, Oregon Tribes awarded $1.4M

Student Health Aide
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District Office Manager
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South Beach Church
Christmas Eve
Services |2p & 4p

301 SE 40th St.
South Beach, OR 97633

2315 N. Coast Hwy  •  Newport  •  541-265-2554

In-Person & on Zoom
Christmas Eve Candlelight at 7 p.m.
Christmas Day Worship at 10 a.m.

Zoom link https://zoom.us/j/99421101904

Sacred Heart Catholic Church and
Our Lady of Guadalupe Mission

Sacred Heart Catholic Church: 927 N Coast Hwy, Newport

Our Lady of Guadalupe Mission: 231 Logsden Rd, Siletz • (541) 265-5101

Christmas Eve ��������������5 p.m. Children’s Mass
Christmas Eve ��������������� 8 p.m. Bilingual Mass
Christmas Day ��������������������������������9 a.m. Mass
New Year’s Day �������������������������������9 a.m. Mass

2025 HOLIDAY SERVICES

WWW.SACREDHEARTNEWPORT.ORG

Christmas Day: 
11 a.m. Mass

OUR LADY OF OUR LADY OF 
GUADALUPEGUADALUPE

SACRED HEART CATHOLIC SACRED HEART CATHOLIC 
CHURCH, NEWPORTCHURCH, NEWPORT

St. Peter The Fisherman Lutheran Church
Invites you to Celebrate the birth of Jesus!Invites you to Celebrate the birth of Jesus!

We are located in Lincoln City on
Highway 101 and SW 13th

(across from the Lincoln City Outlets)

Come as you are and bring the entire Come as you are and bring the entire 
family to a music-filled and inspiring family to a music-filled and inspiring 

Christmas Eve Candle Light Communion Christmas Eve Candle Light Communion 
Service. Sing the beautiful Christmas Service. Sing the beautiful Christmas 

Carols and hear the message of hope that Carols and hear the message of hope that 
comes with the birth of our Savior.comes with the birth of our Savior.

The service begins at 6:30 p.m.The service begins at 6:30 p.m.

Refreshments will be serviced after the service.

SERVICESSERVICES

CHRISTMAS EVE

Candlelight Service
12.24.2025 • 6 P.M.

227 NW 12 St., Newport

selling 3 million trees in 
2023 and contributing 
$118 million to the state’s 
economy, according to 
the most recent federal 
data available. More than 
half of those trees are 
sold in California, with 
other Western states, 
Mexico, Canada, Hong 
Kong, Japan, Panama, 
Singapore and Maldives 
among Oregon growers’ 

top markets, according to 
the Oregon Department of 
Agriculture.

The state’s mild sum-
mers and wet winters are 
ideal for growing popular 
Christmas tree species 
like the native noble and 
Douglas firs, but research-
ers are looking beyond 
native species to find trees 
that can withstand hotter 
and drier conditions.

Priya Rajarapu, an 
assistant professor and 
Christmas tree specialist at 
Oregon State University, 

works closely with grow-
ers and spends much of 
her time diagnosing sick 
trees.

“The two most signifi-
cant problems that we have 
right now with climate 
change is one, keeping the 
seedlings alive after they 
are transplanted in the field 
the first year, and two, 
the older trees are more 
stressed because there is 
not enough water, which 
makes them prone to pests 
and disease attacks more 
frequently,” she told the 

Capital Chronicle.
Rajarapu is researching 

how species from Eurasia 
are growing in Oregon 
— a project that started 
under her predecessor, 
Chal Landgren, who col-
lected Nordmann fir and 
Turkish fir seeds from 
Georgia and Turkey. Those 
trees are now growing at a 
3-acre site she oversees in 
Aurora. So far, Rajarapu 
has found that they are 
more tolerant to drought 
and pests, which reduces 
the need for chemical 

insecticides. 
The species are a grow-

ing percentage of Oregon’s 
crop, and the research 
supports a vital part of 
Oregon’s economy that 
supports seasonal jobs in 
rural areas, Rajarapu said. 

“When you buy a real 
tree, you’re supporting a 
local Oregon business, and 
you should take pride in it, 
because we are the lead-
ing producers of the trees 
in the country,” Rajarapu 
said.

https://

oregoncapitalchronicle.
com/briefs/oregon-grows-
more-christmas-trees-than-
other-states-researchers-
push-for-climate-resilience/

Oregon Capital 
Chronicle is part of States 
Newsroom, a network of 
news bureaus supported by 
grants and a coalition of 
donors as a 501c(3) public 
charity. Oregon Capital 
Chronicle maintains edito-
rial independence. Contact 
Editor Lynne Terry for 
questions: info@oregon-
capitalchronicle.com.

TREES
From Page B1
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DIRECTV OVER IN-
TERNET Get your fa-
vorite live TV, sports 
and local channels. 
99% signal reliabil-
ity! CHOICE Pack-
age, $84.99/mo for 
12 months. HBO Max 
and Premium Chan-
nels included for 3 
mos (w/CHOICE 
Package or higher.) 
No annual contract, 
no hidden fees! Some 
restrictions apply. Call 
IVS 1-855-602-2009.

DIVORCE $130. 
Complete preparation. 
Includes children, cus-
tody, support, property 
and bills division. No 
court appearances. 
Divorced in 1-5 weeks 
possible. 503-772-
5295. www.parale-
galalternatives.com 
legalalt@msn.com.

Donate your car, truck, 
boat, RV and more to 
support our veterans! 
Schedule a FAST, 
FREE vehicle pickup 
and receive a top tax 
deduction! Call Vet-
eran Car Donations 
at 1-866-695-9265 
today!

Get a break on your 
taxes! Donate your 
car, truck, or SUV to 
assist the blind and 
visually impaired. Ar-
range a swift, no-cost 
vehicle pickup and 
secure a generous tax 
credit for 2025. Call 
Heritage for the Blind 
Today at 1-844-533-
9173 today!

Get Boost Infinite! Un-
limited Talk, Text and 
Data For Just $25/mo! 
The Power Of 3 5G 
Networks, One Low 
Price! Call Today and 
Get The Latest iPhone 
Every Year On Us! 
844-955-3417.

Get DISH Satellite 
TV + Internet! Free 
Install, Free HD-DVR 
Upgrade, 80,000 
On-Demand Movies, 
Plus Limited Time Up 
To $600 In Gift Cards. 
Call Today! 1-866-
373-9175.

Jacuzzi Bath Remodel 
can install a new, cus-
tom bath or shower in 
as little as one day. For 
a limited time, waiving 
ALL installation costs! 
Additional terms apply. 
Subject to change and 
vary by dealer. (Offer 
ends 12/31/25.) Call 
1-855-341-5268.

No more cleaning out 
gutters. Guaranteed! 
LeafFilter is backed by 
a no-clog guarantee 
and lifetime transfer-
rable warranty. Call 
today 1-855-536-8838 
to schedule a FREE 
inspection and no ob-
ligation estimate. Plus 
get 75% off installa-
tion and a bonus $250 
discount! Limited time 
only. Restrictions ap-
ply, see representative 
for warranty and offer 
details.

Portable Oxygen Con-
centrator May Be Cov-
ered by Medicare! Re-
claim independence 
and mobility with the 
compact design and 
long-lasting battery of 

Inogen One. Free in-
formation kit! Call 855-
839-0752.

Prepare for power 
outages today with a 
Generac Home Stand-
by Generator. Act now 
to receive a FREE 
5-Year warranty with 
qualifying purchase. 
Call 1-877-557-1912 
today to schedule a 
free quote. It’s not just 
a generator. It’s a pow-
er move.

Safe Step. North 
America’s #1 Walk-In 
Tub. Comprehensive 
lifetime warranty. Top-
of-the-line installation 
and service. Now fea-
turing our FREE show-
er package and $1600 
Off for a limited time! 
Call today! Financing 
available. Call Safe 
Step 1-833-395-1433.

The bathroom of your 
dreams in as little as 
1 day. Limited Time 
Offer - $1000 off or 
No Payments and No 
Interest for 18 months 
for customers who 
qualify. BCI Bath & 
Shower. Many options 
available. Quality ma-
terials & professional 
installation. Senior 
& Military Discounts 
Available. Call Today! 
1-844-847-9778.

We buy 8,000 cars a 
week. Sell your old, 
busted or junk car with 
no hoops, haggles or 
headaches. Sell your 
car to Peddle. Easy 
three step process. In-
stant offer. Free pick-
up. Fast payment. Call 
1-855-980-4382.

We Buy Houses for 
Cash AS IS! No re-
pairs. No fuss. Any 
condition. Easy three 
step process: Call, 
get cash offer and 
get paid. Get your fair 
cash offer today by 
calling Liz Buys Hous-
es: 1-866-249-8679.

402
BUSINESSES FOR 

SALE

VERY 
SUCCESSFUL 

BREWERY
in Winston, Oregon with 
highway frontage. Turn 
key, 10BBL brewery, 
commercial real estate 
included. www.lgbrew-
pub.com 541-378-8565

500
EMPLOYMENT

FISHTAILS CAFE 
LINE COOK

F.T. or P.T. days, pay 
depends on experience. 
3101 Ferry Slip Rd., 
South Beach, OR mari-
onberry2@icloud.com

800
RENTALS

HOUSES AND 
APARTMENTS 

FOR RENT
541-265-2400 

M-F/10-4. 
assurance-realtor.com

902
HOMES FOR SALE

ADVANTAGE REAL 
ESTATE

Find all listed MLS 
property by All Offices 
on our Website! 541-

265-2200 Advantage-
RealEstate.com

DOLPHIN REAL 
ESTATE, LLC

Licensed in the State 
of Oregon RBN-
200906015 425 E 
Olive St Newport, OR 
97365 (800) 365-6638 
(541) 265-6638 WEB-
SITE: www.drellc.us 
RENTAL & SALES 
Residential, Commer-
cial & Multi Family 
Office Hours: Open 
by appointment only. 
Available via phone 
and email Monday-Fri-
day 10AM to 4PM. lo-
ren@drellc.us Closed 
weekends Equal 
Housing Opportunity

999
PUBLIC NOTICES

LCL25-588 IN THE 
CIRCUIT COURT 

OF THE STATE OF 
OREGON; FOR 

THE COUNTY OF 
LINCOLN; PROBATE 

DEPARTMENT;
In the Matter of the 
Estate of SHARREL ANN 
HOUFEK, Deceased; 
Case No. 25PB10172; 
NOTICE TO INTEREST-
ED PERSONS. NOTICE 
IS HEREBY GIVEN that 
Heidi Brenneman has 
been appointed per-
sonal representative. All 
persons having claims 
against the estate are 
required to present them, 
with vouchers attached, 
to the undersigned per-
sonal representative at 
PO Box 781, Corvallis, 
Oregon 97339, within 
four months after the 
date of first publication 
of this notice, or the 
claims may be barred. 
All persons whose rights 
may be affected by the 
proceedings may obtain 
additional information 
from the records of the 
court, the personal rep-
resentative, or the attor-
ney for the personal 
representative, Robert J. 
Welsh, Evashevski Elliott 
PC, PO Box 781, Cor-
vallis, OR 97339. Dated 
and first published on 
December 17, 2025. 
Heidi Brenneman, Per-
sonal Representative 
12/17/25

LCL25-589 IN THE 
CIRCUIT COURT 
OF THE STATE 

OF OREGON FOR 
THE COUNTY OF 

LINCOLN PROBATE 
DEPARTMENT. NO. 
25PB05321. NOTICE 

TO INTERESTED 
PERSONS. 

In the Matter of the 
Estate of Patrick David 
Goss, Deceased. Notice 
is hereby given that 
Darlene Goss has been 

appointed as the person-
al representative of the 
above estate. All persons 
having claims against 
the estate are required 
to present them to the 
undersigned personal 
representative in care of 
the undersigned attor-
ney at: 1865 NW 169th 
Pl Ste 202 Beaverton, 
OR 97006, within four 
months after the date of 
first publication of this 
notice, as stated below, 
or such claims may be 
barred. All persons 
whose rights may be 
affected by the proceed-
ings in this estate may 
obtain additional infor-
mation from the records 
of the Court, the person-
al representative, or the 
attorney for the person-
al representative. Date 
published December 
17, 2025. Darleen Goss, 
Personal Representative. 
Katie C Sullivan (OSB 
234199), NW Estate Law, 
LLC, Attorney for Person-
al Representative, 1865 
NW 169th Pl Ste 202, 
Beaverton, OR 97006. 
12/17/25

LCL25-590 YOU 
ARE INVITED TO 

ATTEND LINCOLN 
SOIL AND WATER 
CONSERVATION 

DISTRICTS ANNUAL 
MEETING:

WHEN: January 8, 2024 
(Thursday), 5:00PM - 
6:00PM, PRESENTA-
TION: 2024/2025 Annual 
Report. WHERE: OSU 
Extension Service (1211 
SE Bay Blvd. Newport, 
OR) and teleconfer-
ence. Please contact 
Tyler Clouse (info@lin-
colnswcd.org) or call the 
office 541-265-2631 for 
registration assistance 
and to RSVP. 12/17/25 
12/24/25

LCL25-591 LINCOLN 
CITY STORAGE, 3796 

SE HWY 101, LINCOLN 
CITY, OR 97367

541-996-3555. The fol-
lowing units will be sold 
at Public Auction, Start-
ing 1/6/2026 at 9:00am, 
Ending 1/13/2026 at 
9:00am for non-payment 
of rent and other fees. 
Auction to be pursuant to 
Auction Rules and Proce-
dures for Truax Holdings. 
Rules are available at the 
facility office. All bidding 
will take place ONLINE 
at bid13.com. Unit# 
A165-Terry Roice; Unit# 
B262-Steve Allen; Unit# 
C447-Jonelle Szolomay-
er 12/17/25 12/24/25

LCL25-592 TS NO: 
128329-OR APN: 

R188859 // 07-11-14-
BB-03500-00 NOTICE 

OF DEFAULT AND 
FORECLOSURE SALE

WHEREAS, on 
11/9/2012, a cer-
tain Mortgage Deed of 
Trust was executed by 
WALTER V JOHNSON 
AND JACQUELINE R 
JUSTINCE, HUSBAND 
AND WIFE as trus-
tor in favor of MORT-
GAGE ELECTRONIC 
REGISTRATION SYS-

TEMS, INC., AS BENE-
FICIARY, AS NOMINEE 
FOR URBAN FINAN-
CIAL GROUP INC., ITS 
SUCCESSORS AND 
ASSIGNS as beneficia-
ry, and was recorded on 
11/15/2012, as Instru-
ment No. 2012-11121, in 
the Office of the Record-
er of Lincoln County, 
Oregon; and WHEREAS, 
the Mortgage Deed of 
Trust was insured by the 
United States Secretary 
of Housing and Urban 
Development (the Sec-
retary) pursuant to the 
National Housing Act for 
the purpose of providing 
single family house; and 
WHEREAS, the beneficial 
interest in the Mortgage 
Deed of Trust is now 
owned by the Secretary, 

pursuant to an assign-
ment dated 5/23/2018, 
recorded on 8/15/2018, 
as instrument number 
2018-07979, in the office 
of Lincoln County, Ore-
gon; and WHEREAS, a 
default has been made in 
the covenants and con-
ditions of the Mortgage 
Deed of Trust in that the 
payment due upon the 
death of the borrow-
er(s) was not made and 
remains wholly unpaid 
as of the date of this 
notice, and no payment 
has been made sufficient 
to restore the loan to cur-
rency; and WHEREAS, 
the entire amount delin-
quent as of 12/9/2025 
is $478,067.43; and 
WHEREAS, by virtue of 
this default, the Secre-

tary has declared the 
entire amount of the 
indebtedness secured 
by the Mortgage Deed 
of Trust to be immedi-
ately due and payable; 
NOW THEREFORE, pur-
suant to powers vested 
in me by the Single Fam-
ily Mortgage Foreclosure 
Act of 1994, 12 U.S.C. 
3751 et seq., by 24 CFR 
part 27, subpart B, and 
by the Secretary’s des-
ignation of me as Fore-
closure Commissioner, 
SEE ATTACHED notice 
is hereby given that on 
1/20/2026 at 10:00 AM 
local time, all real and 
personal property at or 
used in connection with 
the following described 
premises (“Property”) will 
be sold at public auc-

tion to the highest bidder: 
Legal Description: LOT 
3, BLOCK 4, EAST DE 
LAKE, IN THE CITY OF 
LINCOLN CITY, COUNTY 
OF LINCOLN AND STATE 
OF OREGON. Commonly 
known as: 1700 NE 6TH 
DR, LINCOLN CITY, OR 
97367 The sale will be 
held at: AT THE OLIVE 
STREET ENTRANCE TO 
THE LINCOLN COUNTY 
COURTHOUSE, 225 W 
OLIVE STREET, NEW-
PORT, OR 97365 Per 
the Secretary of Housing 
and Urban Development, 
the estimated opening 
bid will be $486,375.17. 
There will be no proration 
of taxes, rents or other 
income or liabilities, 
except that the purchas-
er will pay, at or before 

Classifieds • 541-265-8571

Sell your household items.
Sell your vehicles. 
Sell or rent your homes.

Sell your business.
Sell your goods.
Sell your services.

150
MISC SERVICES

150
MISC SERVICES

999
PUBLIC NOTICES

999
PUBLIC NOTICES

999
PUBLIC NOTICES

999
PUBLIC NOTICES

567 N Coast Hwy, Newport • 541-265-8785
Alex

Underhill

Doretta
Smith

Jack
Whaley

Connie
Whaley

Cheryl
Swan

Diana
Abbott

Sonja
Lovas

Mike
Burkhard

Vicki
Strauss

Steve
Lovas

OPEN 7 DAYS 
A WEEK

Chantelle
Charpentier

Se habla español

We are hiring! Martek is growing 
our team along the Oregon 

Coast. Call us today!

999
PUBLIC NOTICES

999
PUBLIC NOTICES

Freddy Saxton
Broker Owner,  

e-PRO, CRS, GRI, C2EX

Tammy Gagne
Broker,

ABR, CRIS

Barbara Le Pine 
Broker, AHWD, 

C2EX

K. Scarlett Kier
Broker, CRS, 
GRI, C2EX

Arjen Sundman
Broker

Randy Olsen
Broker

Audra Powell
Broker, GRI, CRS, 

PSA, CHLMS

Wendy Becker
Broker, ABR

Elise Jordan
Broker

Chris Garrett, 
Broker

Joan Davies
Broker

Nick Dyer
Broker, CLE

Shelly Heim 
Broker

Brittney Johnson 
Broker

Jessica Hawkes, 
Broker

Marilyn Grove
Broker, AHWD, 

C2EX, ABR

Bonnie Saxton
Broker Owner, 
CRB, CRS, GRI

Tim Myrick
Broker, ABR,

CRS, GRI 

Russell Taylor
Broker

541-265-2200
205 E. Olive Street

Newport, OR  97365

Levi Grove, 
Broker

Jenn Tenderella
Broker

LISTINGS & SALES are on our website! 
www.AdvantageRealEstate.com

Freddy Saxton
Broker Owner,  

e-PRO, CRS, GRI, C2EX

Tammy Gagne
Broker,

ABR, CRIS

Barbara Le Pine 
Broker, AHWD, 

C2EX

K. Scarlett Kier
Broker, CRS, 
GRI, C2EX

Arjen Sundman
Broker

Randy Olsen
Broker

Audra Powell
Broker, GRI, CRS, 

PSA, C2EX

Wendy Becker
Broker, ABR

Elise Jordan
Broker

Chris Garrett, 
Broker

Joan Davies
Broker

Nick Dyer
Broker, CLE

Shelly Heim 
Broker

Brittney Johnson, 
Broker

Jessica Hawkes, 
Broker

Marilyn Grove
Broker, AHWD, 

C2EX, ABR

Bonnie Saxton
Broker Owner, 

CRB, CRS, GRI

Tim Myrick
Broker, ABR,

CRS, GRI 

Russell Taylor
Broker

LISTINGS & SALES are on our website! 
www.AdvantageRealEstate.com

Oceanfront Retreat at The Inn at Otter Crest! This 1/4 
share, 2BR/2.5BA loft condo offers a week of paradise 
every month. Living room & balcony provide front-row ocean 
views! When stormy weather rolls in, grab a blanket, cozy 
up by the electric fireplace, and marvel at the power of the 
Pacific. No pets or smoking allowed.
25-112 ................................................... $79,500

Luxurious Oceanfront 4BR, 3.5BA w/elevator, oceanfront 
balconies & stairs to beach. Builder offering $30,000 towards 
upgrades or concessions if accepted offer received by 
2/3/25. Stunning design elements abound. Gourmet kitchen. 
Double primary suites w/cedar walk-in closets. Custom tile 
showers & under-lit floating cabinets.
24-1510 ............................................ $2,398,000

Ownership Pride Shines through 3BD/3BA & 2556sf of 
living space w/ocean views. All main living areas are located 
on the upper level. The open concept living & dining areas 
are welcoming while separate family rooms offer flexibility. 
Lower-level features spacious bonus room w/full bath & 
private exterior access. Outside it is well-landscaped.
24-2484 ............................................... $629,000

Immaculate 2BR/2BA home in desirable Southshore. 
Single level living w/upscale amenities including custom 
cabinetry, granite counters, solid hardwood flooring, vaulted 
ceilings & more. Great location affords lots of privacy w/close 
proximity to community amenities including pool, indoor 
tennis, clubhouse, & community beach access.
24-2281 ............................................... $655,000

NEW LISTING

PRICE REDUCED PRICE REDUCED

PRICE REDUCED

541-265-2200
205 E. Olive Street

Newport, OR  97365

2017 Lodgepole pine log home blends classic craftsmanship w/mod. comforts. 
Partially furnished 3BD, 2.5BA & 1,795sf. features ocean view, quartz counters, 
SS appliances & hickory flooring/main level. Primary suite/covered deck w/spa.
25-2184/ Yachats ....................................................  $899,000

Siletz Riverfront Home on 2.24-acre. Includes spring-fed pond, paved road, 
driveway, & ample RV parking, landscaped, raised beds, rose garden & more. 
Inquire on the extensive updates!
25-1561/ Siletz  ........................................................ $750,000

Gracefully on nearly half an acre of oceanfront, this Newport gem offers 
stunning pacific views, 2BD/2BA, office, & brick fireplace. Basement, garage, 
stair lift, & beach access nearby, this solid home is clean, & peaceful.
25-1374/ Newport  ................................................. $1,050,000

2BD, 2BA, 800sf MFD in Bayview Mobile Home Park w/water views. Move-in 
ready, new timber deck, updated windows, newer metal roof. Park approval 
required, 769/mo. Space rent includes some utility svcs., buyer due diligence.
25-1991/ Waldport .................................................... $195,000

Vintage Oceanview sanctuary tucked above Pacific w/panoramic views. 
Character & craftsmanship of a bygone era w/nat. wood tones, warmth from 
woodstove & pellet stove. Enclosed ocean-view deck, detached ocean-view 
studio & garage. Tax lots=3: totaling .65 acres.
25-2300/ Seal Rock .................................................. $725,000

Large Commercial Building: Hwy 101 Frontage, located north end of 
town w/off street parking. Currently divided - two spaces, providing great 
opportunity for rental income. Building in good condition w/lots of updates 
over the years. Vacant & ready for occupancy!
25-2298/ Newport .................................................... $495,000

PRICE REDUCED

Henry Weiss
Broker

RECALL HALL
We must recall county commissioner Claire Hall for numerous 

reasons, such as ethics and non-performance.
This ad paid for by David Elton,  a full-time resident of Lincoln County and the founder of “RECALL HALL” PAC. A political action committee registered with the IRS and the Oregon secretary of state (ORESTAR). Treasurer, Richard P. Burke.
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closing, his pro rata 
share of any real estate 
taxes that have been 
paid by the Secretary to 
the date of the foreclo-
sure sale. When making 
their bids, the winning 
bidders with the excep-
tion of the Secretary 
must submit a depos-
it totaling ten percent 
(10%) of the Secretary’s 
estimated bid amount 
in the form of a certi-
fied check or cashier’s 
check made payable to 
the undersigned Fore-
closure Commissioner. 
Ten percent of the esti-
mated bid amount for 
this sale is $48,637.52. 
A deposit need not 
accompany each oral 
bid. If the successful 
bid is oral, a deposit 
of $48,637.52 must be 
presented before the 
bidding is closed. The 
deposit is nonrefund-
able. The remainder of 
the purchase price must 
be delivered within 30 
days of the sale or at 
such other time as the 
Secretary may deter-
mine for good cause 
shown, time being of the 
essence. This amount, 
like the bid deposits, 
must be delivered in 
the form of a certified 
or cashier’s check. If the 
Secretary is the highest 
bidder, he need not pay 

the bid amount in cash. 
The successful bidder 
will pay all conveying 
fees, all real estate and 
other taxes that are due 
on or after the delivery 
date of the remainder 
of the payment and all 
other costs associat-
ed with the transfer of 
title. At the conclusion 
of the sale, the depos-
its of the unsuccessful 
bidders will be returned 
to them. The Secretary 
may grant an extension 
of time within which 
to deliver the remain-
der of the payment. All 
extensions will be for 
15 day increments for a 
fee of: $500.00, paid in 
advance. The extension 
fee shall be in the form 
of a certified or cashiers 
check made payable to 
the Secretary of HUD. If 
the high bidder closes 
the sale prior to the expi-
ration of any extension 
period, the unused por-
tion of the extension fee 
shall be applied toward 
the amount due. If the 
high bidder is unable 
to close the sale within 
the required period, or 
within any extensions of 
time granted by the Sec-
retary, the high bidder 
may be required to forfeit 
the cash deposit or, at 
the election of the Fore-
closure Commissioner 

after consultation with 
the HUD representative, 
will be liable to HUD 
for any costs incurred 
as a result of such fail-
ure. The Commissioner 
may, at the direction of 
the HUD representative, 
offer the property to the 
second highest bidder 
for an amount equal to 
the highest price offered 
by that bidder. There is 
no right of redemption, 
or right of possession 
based upon a right of 
redemption, in the mort-
gagor or others subse-
quent to a foreclosure 
completed pursuant to 
the Act. Therefore, the 
Foreclosure Commis-
sioner will issue a Deed 
to the purchaser(s) upon 
receipt of the entire pur-
chase price in accor-
dance with the terms 
of the sale as provided 
herein. HUD does not 
guarantee that the prop-
erty will be vacant. The 
scheduled foreclosure 
sale shall be cancelled or 
adjourned if it is estab-
lished, by documented 
written application of the 
mortgagor to the Fore-
closure Commissioner 
not less than 3 days 
before the date of sale, 
or otherwise, that the 
default or defaults upon 
which the foreclosure is 
based did not exist at 

the time of service of 
this notice of default and 
foreclosure sale, or all 
amounts due under the 
mortgage agreement are 
tendered to the Foreclo-
sure Commissioner, in 
the form of a certified or 
cashier’s check payable 
to the Secretary of HUD, 
before public auction 
of the property is com-
pleted. The amount that 
must be paid if the Mort-
gage Deed of Trust is to 
be reinstated prior to the 
scheduled sale is based 
on the nature of the 
breach, this loan is not 
subject to reinstatement. 
A total payoff is required 
to cancel the foreclosure 
sale or the breach must 
be otherwise cured. A 
description of the default 
is as follows: FAILURE 
TO PAY THE PRINCIPAL 
BALANCE AND ANY 
OUTSTANDING FEES, 
COSTS, AND INTER-
EST WHICH BECAME 
ALL DUE AND PAY-
ABLE BASED UPON 
THE DEATH OF ALL 
MORTGAGORS. Tender 
of payment by certified 
or cashier’s check or 
application for cancella-
tion of the foreclosure 
sale shall be submitted 
to the address of the 
Foreclosure Commis-
sioner provided below. 
Date: December 9, 2025 

CLEAR RECON CORP 
Foreclosure Commis-
sioner By: Hamsa Uchi 
Title: Foreclosure Super-
visor 1915 NE Stucki 
Avenue, Suite 400 Hills-
boro, OR 97006 Phone: 
(858) 750-7777 Fax No: 
(858) 412-2705 12/17/25 
12/24/25 12/31/25
LCL25-582 TRUSTEE’S 
NOTICE OF SALE TS 

NO.: 140006-OR LOAN 
NO.: ***0607

Reference is made to 
that certain trust deed 
(the “Deed of Trust”) exe-
cuted by MICHAEL M. 
MCREYNOLDS, TRUST-
EE OF THE MICHAEL M. 
MCREYNOLDS LIVING 
TRUST DATED AUGUST 
29, 2008, AND ANY 
AMENDMENTS THERE-
TO, as Grantor, to FIDEL-
ITY NATIONAL TITLE 
INSURANCE COMPANY, 
A CALIFORNIA COR-
PORATION, as Trustee, 
in favor of MORTGAGE 
ELECTRONIC REGIS-
TRATION SYSTEMS, 
INC., AS DESIGNAT-
ED NOMINEE FOR 
FINANCE OF AMER-
ICA REVERSE, LLC, 
BENEFICIARY OF THE 
SECURITY INSTRU-
MENT, ITS SUCCES-
SORS AND ASSIGNS, 
as Beneficiary, dated 
11/23/2021, recorded 
12/2/2021, as Instru-

ment No. 2021-15153, in 
the Official Records of 
Lincoln County, Oregon, 
which covers the follow-
ing described real prop-
erty situated in Lincoln 
County, Oregon: LOT 5, 
BLOCK 32, BAYSHORE 
DIVISION NO. 6, IN LIN-
COLN COUNTY, ORE-
GON. APN: R378358 / 
13-11-18-CB-08800-00 
Commonly known as: 
1906 NW MORSE WAY 
WALDPORT, OR 97394 
The current beneficiary 
is: FINANCE OF AMER-
ICA REVERSE LLC Both 
the beneficiary and the 
trustee have elected to 
sell the above-described 
real property to satisfy 
the obligations secured 
by the Deed of Trust and 
notice has been record-
ed pursuant to ORS 
86.752(3). The default 
for which foreclosure is 
made is caused by the 
death of the borrower. 
TOTAL REQUIRED TO 
PAYOFF: $361,202.12. 
By reason of the default, 
the beneficiary has 
declared all obligations 
secured by the Deed of 
Trust immediately due 
and payable, includ-
ing: the principal sum 
of $272,126.48 togeth-
er with interest there-
on in the total amount 
of $67,668.23, plus all 
accrued late charges, 
and all trustee’s fees, 
foreclosure costs, and 
any sums advanced by 
the beneficiary pursuant 
to the terms and con-
ditions of the Deed of 
Trust Whereof, notice 
hereby is given that the 
undersigned trustee, 
CLEAR RECON CORP, 
whose address is 1915 
NE Stucki Avenue, 
Suite 400, Hillsboro, OR 
97006, will on 4/2/2026, 
at the hour of 10:00 
AM, standard time, as 
established by ORS 
187.110, AT THE OLIVE 
STREET ENTRANCE TO 
THE LINCOLN COUN-
TY COURTHOUSE, 
225 W OLIVE STREET, 
NEWPORT, OR 97365, 
sell at public auction 
to the highest bidder in 
the form of cash equiv-
alent (certified funds 
or cashier’s check) the 
interest in the above-de-
scribed real property 
which the grantor had 
or had power to con-
vey at the time it exe-
cuted the Deed of Trust, 
together with any inter-
est which the grantor or 
his successors in inter-
est acquired after the 
execution of the Deed 
of Trust, to satisfy the 
foregoing obligations 
thereby secured and 
the costs and expenses 
of sale, including a rea-
sonable charge by the 
trustee. Notice is further 
given that any person 
named in ORS 86.778 
has the right to have the 
foreclosure proceed-
ing dismissed and the 
Deed of Trust reinstat-
ed by payment to the 
beneficiary of the entire 
amount then due (other 
than the portion of prin-
cipal that would not then 
be due had no default 
occurred), together with 
the costs, trustee’s and 
attorneys’ fees, and 
curing any other default 
complained of in the 
Notice of Default by ten-
dering the performance 
required under the Deed 
of Trust at any time 
not later than five days 
before the date last set 
for sale. Without limiting 
the trustee’s disclaimer 
of representations or 
warranties, Oregon law 
requires the trustee to 
state in this notice that 
some residential proper-
ty sold at a trustee’s sale 
may have been used in 
manufacturing metham-
phetamines, the chemi-
cal components of which 
are known to be toxic. 
Prospective purchasers 
of residential proper-
ty should be aware of 
this potential danger 
before deciding to place 
a bid for this property 
at the trustee’s sale. In 
construing this notice, 
the masculine gender 
includes the feminine 
and the neuter, the sin-
gular includes plural, the 
word “grantor” includes 
any successor in interest 
to the grantor as well 
as any other persons 
owing an obligation, the 
performance of which is 
secured by the Deed of 
Trust, the words “trust-
ee” and ‘ beneficiary” 
include their respective 
successors in interest, if 
any. Dated: 11/19/2025 
CLEAR RECON CORP 
1915 NE Stucki Avenue, 
Suite 400 Hillsboro, OR 
97006 Phone: 858-750-
7777 866-931-0036 
Jessica Lopez, Autho-
rized Signatory of Trust-
ee 12/10/25 12/17/25 
12/24/25 12/31/25
LCL25-583 INVITATION 
TO BID: ABANDONED 
PROPERTY OF BEARL 

BYBEE AND ALL 
OTHERS.

For Sale, a 1972 GLEN-
MERE, Serial #S492, 
Home ID #162894. The 
mobile home is located 
at 6310 N. Hwy 101, 
Space #0, Otis, OR 
97368. This will be a pri-
vate sale with a minimum 

bid of $8,900.00. Bids 
accepted until Decem-
ber 26th, 2025. Send/
submit bids to 18150 
SW Boones Ferry Road, 
Portland, OR 97224, 
Attn: Audra. Please call 
Alysha Webster at: 541-
418-5268 for appoint-
ment to see home. 
12/10/25 12/17/25

LCL25-585 TS NO. 
LO-53711-OR. U.S. 
DEPARTMENT OF 

HOUSING AND URBAN 
DEVELOPMENT

Notice Of Default 
And Foreclosure Sale 
Recorded in accordance 
with 12 USCA 3764 ( c ) 
Whereas, on 12/4/2008, 
a certain Deed of Trust 
was executed by Emil 
V. Gustafson, Jr and 
Shirley Gustafson, Hus-
band and Wife as trus-
tor in favor of Bank Of 
America, N.A, a National 
Banking Association as 
beneficiary, and North-
west Trustee Services, 
Inc. as trustee, and was 
recorded on 12/18/2008, 
as Instrument No. 2008-
14236, in Book XX, Page 
XX, in the Office of the 
County Recorder of Lin-
coln County, Oregon; 
and Whereas, the Deed 
of Trust was insured by 
the United States Sec-
retary of Housing and 
Urban Development (the 
Secretary) pursuant to 
the National Housing 
Act for the purpose of 
providing single family 
housing; and Whereas, 
the beneficial interest 
in the Deed of Trust is 
now owned by the Sec-
retary, pursuant to an 
Assignment of Deed of 
Trust dated 11/17/2021, 
recorded on 11/22/2021, 
as instrument number 
2021-14740, book XX, 
page XX, in the Office 
of the County Recorder, 
Lincoln County, Oregon; 
and Whereas, a default 
has been made in the 
covenants and condi-
tions of the Deed of Trust 
in that the payment due 
on 10/24/2025, was not 
made due to a borrow-
er dies and the property 
is not the principal res-
idence of at least one 
surviving borrower and 
remains wholly unpaid 
as of the date of this 
notice, and no payment 
has been made sufficient 
to restore the loan to 
currency; and Whereas, 
the entire amount delin-
quent as of 10/24/2025 
is $245,860.62; and 
Whereas, by virtue of 
this default, the Secre-
tary has declared the 
entire amount of the 
indebtedness secured 
by the Deed of Trust to 
be immediately due and 
payable; Now Therefore, 
pursuant to powers vest-
ed in me by the Single 
Family Mortgage Fore-
closure Act of 1994, 12 
U.S.C. 3751 et seq., by 
24 CFR part 27, subpart 
B, and by the Secretary’s 
designation of Law Offic-
es of Jason C. Tatman 
as Foreclosure Com-
missioner, recorded on 
7/21/2021 as instrument 
number 2021-09362, 
book XX, page XX notice 
is hereby given that on 
1/7/2026 at 10:00 AM 
local time, all real and 
personal property at or 
used in connection with 
the following described 
property will be sold at 
public auction to the 
highest bidder: Legal 
Description: Lot 22, 
Block 4, Pacific Shores, 
County Of Lincoln, State 
Of Oregon. Together With 
That Certain 1977 Firca 
Manufactured Home, Vin 
Number 2214954 Which 
Is Premanently Affixed 
To The Property. Com-
monly known as: 8633 
SW Abalone St, South 
Beach, OR 97366 The 
sale will be held at the 
front entrance to the Lin-
coln County Courthouse, 
225 West Olive Street, 
Newport. The Secretary 
of Housing and Urban 
Development will bid an 
estimate of $251,425.52. 
There will be no proration 
of taxes, rents or other 
income or liabilities, 
except that the purchas-
er will pay, at or before 
closing, his prorata share 
of any real estate taxes 
that have been paid 
by the Secretary to the 
date of the foreclosure 
sale. When making their 
bids, all bidders except 
the Secretary must sub-
mit a deposit totaling 
$25,142.55 [10% of the 
Secretary’s bid] in the 
form of a certified check 
or cashier’s check made 
out to the Secretary of 
HUD. Each oral bid need 
not be accompanied by 
a deposit. If the success-
ful bid is oral, a deposit 
of $25,142.55 must be 
presented before the 
bidding is closed. The 
deposit is nonrefund-
able. The remainder of 
the purchase price must 
be delivered within 30 
days of the sale or at 
such other time as the 
Secretary may deter-
mine for good cause 
shown, time being of the 
essence. This amount, 
like the bid deposits, 
must be delivered in 
the form of a certified 
or cashier’s check. If 
the Secretary is the high 

bidder, he need not pay 
the bid amount in cash. 
The successful bidder 
will pay all conveyanc-
ing fees, all real estate 
and other taxes that 
are due on or after the 
delivery of the remain-
der of the payment and 
all other costs associ-
ated with the transfer of 
title. At the conclusion 
of the sale, the depos-
its of the unsuccessful 
bidders will be returned 
to them. The Secretary 
may grant an extension 
of time within which 
to deliver the remain-
der of the payment. All 
extensions will be for 
15-day increments for a 
fee of $500.00, paid in 
advance. The extension 
fee shall be in the form 
of a certified or cashier’s 
check made payable to 
the Secretary of HUD. If 
the high bidder closes 
the sale prior to the expi-
ration of any extension 
period, the unused por-
tion of the extension fee 
shall be applied toward 
the amount due. If the 
high bidder is unable to 
close the sale within the 
required period, or within 
any extensions of time 
granted by the Secre-
tary, the high bidder may 
be required to forfeit the 
cash deposit or, at the 
election of the foreclo-
sure commissioner after 
consultation with the 
HUD Field Office repre-
sentative, will be liable 
to HUD for any costs 
incurred as a result of 
such failure. The com-
missioner may, at the 
direction of the HUD 
field office Representa-
tive, offer the Property 
to the second highest 
bidder for an amount 
equal to the highest 
price offered by that bid-
der. There is no right of 
redemption, or right of 
possession based upon 
a right of redemption, in 
the mortgagor or others 
subsequent to a foreclo-
sure completed pursu-
ant to the Act. There-
fore, the Foreclosure 
commissioner will issue 
a Deed to the purchas-
er(s) upon receipt of the 
entire purchase price 
in accordance with the 
terms of the sale as pro-
vided herein. HUD does 
not guarantee that the 
property will be vacant. 
The amount that must 
be paid if the Mortgage 
is to be reinstated prior 
to the scheduled sale 
is $251,425.52, as of 
1/6/2026, plus all other 
amounts that would be 
due under the mortgage 
agreement if payments 
under the mortgage 
had not been acceler-
ated, advertising costs 
and postage expenses 
incurred in giving notice, 
mileage by the most 
reasonable road dis-
tance for posting notices 
and for the Foreclosure 
Commissioner’s atten-
dance at the sale, rea-
sonable and customary 
costs incurred for title 
and lien record search-
es, the necessary out-
of-pocket costs incurred 
by the Foreclosure Com-
missioner for recording 
documents, a commis-
sion for the Foreclosure 
Commissioner, and all 
other costs incurred in 
connection with the fore-
closure prior to reinstate-
ment. Tender of payment 
by certified or cashier’s 
check or application for 
cancellation of the fore-
closure sale shall be 
submitted to the address 
of the Foreclosure Com-
missioner provided 
below. Date: 12/2/2025 
Law Offices of Jason 
C. Tatman U.S. Dept. of 
HUD Foreclosure Com-
missioner By: /s/ Rhonda 
Rorie, AVP rr@tatmanle-
gal.com 9665 Chesa-
peake Dr., Ste. 365, San 
Diego, CA 92123 (844) 
252-6972 Fax (858) 348-
4976 A notary public or 
officer completing this 
certificate verifies only 
the identity of the indi-
vidual who signed the 
document to which this 
certificate is attached, 
and not the truthfulness, 
accuracy, or validity of 
that document. State 
of California County of 
San Diego On 12/2/2025 
before me, C. Sewart, a 
Notary Public, personally 
appeared Rhonda Rorie 
who proved to me on 
the basis of satisfacto-
ry evidence to be the 
person(s) whose name(s) 
is/are subscribed to the 
within instrument and 
acknowledged to me 
that he/she/they execut-
ed the same in his/her/
their authorized capac-
ity(ies), and that by his/
her/their signature(s) on 
the instrument the per-
son(s), or the entity upon 
behalf of which the per-
son(s) acted, executed 
the instrument. I certify 
under Penalty Of Perjury 
under the laws of the 
State of California that 
the foregoing paragraph 
is true and correct. Wit-
ness my hand and offi-
cial seal Signature /s/ 
C. Stewart Notary Pub-
lic My Comm. Expires 
Sep 25, 2027 12/10/25 
12/17/25 12/24/25

RECALL HALL
We must recall county commissioner Claire Hall for numerous 

reasons, such as ethics and non-performance.
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WILL LOHRE
Lincoln County Leader

Boys and girls basketball 
are getting up and down the 
court to start the season this 
December, and both programs 
are in the process of getting 
new players up to speed and 
developing the style of bas-
ketball they will play in the 
coming months.

With league play starting in 
January, the games and weeks 
prior are the perfect time for 
lineup tinkering and brushing 
up on the fundamentals. Let’s 
take a look under the hood and 
see what both Tiger basketball 
teams are doing as the season 
gets into full swing.

Girls Basketball
After a 2025 that saw the 

Tigers win the most games 
in season history and Head 
Coach Jacob Tolan earn 
PacWest Coach of the Year, 
this season is about forming a 
new identity.

Coming into this season, 
Tolan is thrilled with the crop 
of players he’ll be leading.

“I feel really good about this 
group. They’re coachable, they 
care about each other, and 
they’re willing to work,” Tolan 
said. “We have a nice mix of 
experience and younger play-
ers, and what stands out most 
is their willingness to compete 
and learn. We’re still growing, 
but the attitude and effort have 
been really encouraging.”

The Tiger squad that won 20 
games last season graduated 
five seniors. With just two 
seniors this year and a host of 
juniors, this year’s team is a 
younger group, ready to define 
itself in its own way.

“Last year was special, 
and we’re proud of what that 
group accomplished, but this 
is a new team and a new jour-
ney,” Tolan said. “Our expec-
tations are centered around 
daily improvement and playing 
the game the right way. We’ve 
set goals around togetherness, 
effort, and consistency. If we 
take care of those things, the 

wins and accomplishments 
will take care of themselves.”

The Tigers started December 
off with a 2-3 record, scor-
ing wins against Siuslaw 
and Oregon Episcopal while 
being defeated by La Grande, 
Pendleton, and Harrisburg. The 
70-29 win over Siuslaw in the 
season opener was a perfect 
start, showing both the offen-
sive and defensive tools the 
Tigers have at their disposal.

Though each of the losses 
came in their next three 
games, the loss to Pendleton 
at the Red Lion Round Robin 
Tourney on Dec. 6 was a 
close, hard-fought game, with 
the Tigers barely losing 56-59. 
The final loss in the streak 
was against Harrisburg on 
Dec. 10, but the Tigers got 
back to winning ways a few 
days later, beating Oregon 
Episcopal 54-42 on Dec. 13.

Tolan emphasized that in 
this young stage of the season, 
wins and losses take a back 
seat to development.

“Early on, our biggest focus 
is building habits. That means 
understanding our standards 
on both ends of the floor, 
learning how to communicate, 
and competing the right way 

every day,” Tolan said. “We’re 
less concerned with results 
right now and more focused 
on growth—getting better each 
practice, learning from film, 
and figuring out who we are 
as a team before league play 
begins.”

Something Tolan is focusing 
on this season is offering his 
players more opportunities 
to take ownership of the pro-
gram - on and off the court. 
Bringing that extra sense of 
self to the program will help 
benefit the team and Tiger 
basketball in the long term, 
not just this season. Tolan 
said one of the adjustments he 
made this year is to emphasize 
communication, together-
ness, and mental toughness. 
With those elements serving 
as the program’s tentpoles, 
fans should expect a resilient 
ambush of Tigers this season.

“I’m most excited to see this 
team grow together. Watching 
players step into new roles, 
gain confidence, and support 
one another is one of the best 
parts of coaching,” Tolan said. 
“I’m also excited to see how 
we respond to challenges—
those moments tend to define 
a season.”

The Tigers played against 
Scio on Dec. 16, but the result 
of that game is not available 
at the time of press. Taft is 
next in action against Salem 
Academy at home on Dec. 19.

Boys Basketball
Taft’s boys have been off 

to a good start this December, 
and the Tigers aren’t close to 
being a finished article yet. 
The Tigers opened the sea-
son with a three-game win 
streak, beating Siuslaw 76-53 
and then downing Catlin 
Gable and Harrisburg, beat-
ing each by nine points. The 
fourth game was a narrow 
53-55 defeat against Oregon 
Episcopal on Dec. 13 to break 
the streak.

For Head Coach Zach 
Lillebo, the non-league portion 
of the schedule is all about 
building chemistry and help-
ing players get back into the 
groove of getting up and down 
the court. The Tigers have a 
younger squad this season, 
with just two seniors bringing 
significant varsity experience. 
Seniors Zack Hankins and Kol 
Tolan are the team’s captains 
and were also among the play-
ers who led the charge during 
the 2024-2025 season, which 

saw Taft qualify for the state 
championship bracket.

Though Tolan and Hankins 
will set the tone for the Tigers, 
Lillebo said there are nine 
players who are newer to the 
varsity scene, but he’s excited 
about the prospect of working 
with this group.

“[We have a] great group of 
kids who have embraced the 
change and [are] beginning 
to gel on and off the court,” 
Lillebo said.

Coming into this year, 
Lillebo is focused on priori-
tizing his team’s health and 
minimizing burnout among 
his athletes. When the gru-
eling, high-intensity sprint 
that basketball season entails 
comes to an end, Lillebo said 
it is usually the teams that 
have stayed healthy and full 
strength who are left standing 
at the final site in March. With 
that in mind, Lillebo wants 
to ensure his squad can enjoy 
the season without reaching a 
point of exhaustion, mentally 
or physically.

With a 3-1 record to start, 
the Tigers have matched the 
record they posted at this point 
in the season last year. The 
Tigers put together a dauntless 
21-5 record in 2024-2025, so 
equalling it would be a tall 
order, but for Lillebo, this 
season is all about contend-
ing with other top teams and 
bringing success from within, 
without spending energy on 
factors beyond their control.

[Our] goals are to compete 
at the highest level possible 
and focus on Taft, not our 
opponents,” Lillebo said.

The Tigers played against 
Scio on Dec. 16, but the result 
of that game is not available 
at the time of press. Taft is 
next in action against Salem 
Academy at home on Dec. 19.

Follow game results at osaa.
org and see Lincoln County 
High School sports features 
online at the Lincoln County 
Leader website and in the 
Wednesday print editions of 
The Leader.

Action from Taft’s opening win against Siuslaw. (Courtesy photo from the Taft Tigers Girls 
Basketball Facebook page)

Tiger basketball ready to compete

WILL LOHRE
Lincoln County Leader 

Newport is off to a hot start 
this season, and they have a 3-1 
record to show for it while also 
boasting the highest scoring in 
the Oregon West Conference.

The Cubs came out of hiber-
nation with some fire this 
December, starting the season 
with back-to-back double-digit 
wins against Cottage Grove and 
Elmira. Though a loss against 
Westside Christian on Dec. 11 
is the only blemish on their 
record, the Cubs quickly shook 
off any disappointment they 
may have felt with a 68-33 win 
against Tillamook the next day.

The win against the 
Cheesemakers marked the 
fourth time in four games that 
the Cubs have score more 
than 60 points. Through their 
first four non-league games, 
Newport has scored 273 points, 
29 more than any team in their 
league has scored in the open-
ing slate (Sweet Home is sec-
ond with 244).

The offensive output is 
indicative of Head Coach Will 
Burghardt’s focus for the team 
in this preseason portion of the 

schedule.
“We are focusing on finding 

our identity in our non-league 
games and being sharp on the 
details that can help us win 
games throughout the course of 
a long season,” Burghardt said. 
“These details include making 
free throws, getting multiple 
defensive stops in a row, and 
taking care of the ball, allowing 
us to get the best shots possible 
every possession.”

That focus on doing the 
little things to fuel offensive 

production and defensive solid-
ity has paid off in a big way 
in the staging period of the 
season. 

Last year, the Cubs were 
a playoff team in 4A off the 
back of a 16-9 record, which 
landed them at #8 in OSAA’s 
rankings. Coming off that suc-
cessful season, Burghardt said 
his approach has not changed: 
Newport always adjusts based 
on personnel, but the funda-
mental way they play remains 
the same.

“The foundation of our 
program is based off playing 
harder than your opponents 
and being more disciplined, so 
those things remain the same at 
all times,” Burghardt said. “We 
will look to increase tempo, 
play with a high level of intel-
ligence, and work together as a 
unit with one common goal.”

As far as goals for this Cubs 
team, Burghardt said he wants 
to improve on a day-to-day 
basis and establish a culture 
where players play for each 

other. With a commitment to 
incremental development and 
team culture at the center of 
their mindset, Burghardt said 
that positive things will follow. 

The Cubs had a solid core 
of seniors leading the way 
last year, and this season, 
the team’s makeup is more 
of a mix. In addition to three 
senior veterans, the Cubs are 
integrating a crop of younger 
talent who are ready to make 
an impact at the varsity level. 
Burghardt is excited to watch 
the group’s growth and see 
what they can achieve this 
season. 

“I am extremely excited 
about this group, as I feel our 
ceiling is very high if we can 
stay healthy and play together 
as a unified group. We have 
a mixture of very talented, 
experienced players as well as 
young, talented players who are 
looking to prove themselves in 
the early parts of the season,” 
Burghardt said. “I am looking 
forward to seeing how we 
progress each game.”

The Cubs will be back in 
action against Creswell at the 
Battle of I-5 tournament on 
Dec. 18.

A Cubs’ fastbreak ends with a finger roll at the rim. (Photo Courtesy photo from Newport 
High School Athletics Facebook page)

Newport boys basketball start season 3-1
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