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STAFF REPORT
Lincoln County Leader

The Newport City 
Council has unanimously 
adopted the city’s 2026–
27 budget for the fiscal 
year 2026-27, which 
begins July 1.

By the numbers
The total budget of 

$134,782,697 represents 
a 3.9% decrease from 
the Fiscal Year 2025–26 
adopted budget and a 
13% decrease from the 
2025–26 supplemental 
budget, while continuing 
the city’s commitment to 
investing in critical infra-
structure and maintaining 
services that support 
Newport’s future.

Despite the overall 

reduction in spend-
ing, including a 2.5% 
decrease in city adminis-
tration, funding increased 
for key departments and 
services, including waste-
water (8.4%), police, fire, 
and emergency manage-
ment (combined 6.5%), 
library services (4.1%), 
and parks maintenance 
(4%).

“The budget reflects 
a continued focus on 
directing resources 
toward projects that will 
serve Newport’s present 
and future,” Newport city 
officials said in a release. 
“These investments are 

designed to improve 
reliability, address aging 
systems, support public 
safety, improve accessi-
bility, and enhance City 
services.”

The prioritization of 
infrastructure aims to 
reduce long-term main-
tenance costs and ensure 
residents continue to 
receive high-quality ser-
vices, according to the 
release.

A total of $54.8 mil-
lion has been committed 
to capital equipment and 
improvement projects 
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MIA MALDONADO
Oregon Capital Chronicle

The Trump admin-
istration is backing 
off from its plans to 
remove a decade-old 
ocean monitoring sys-
tem Oregonians rely on 
for fishing, recreation, 
science and emergency 
services.

The National Science 
Foundation this month 
began dismantling the 
Ocean Observatories 
Initiative system, a 
system of sensors that 
provide data on ocean 

Effort follows officer 
involved shooting

JEREMY C. RUARK
Lincoln County Leader

One person has been killed 
in an officer involved shooting 
in the 1500 block of the Siletz 
Highway (Highway 229) in 
Lincoln County.

Oregon State Police (OSP) 
report the shooting occurred 
following what has been 
described by witnesses as a 
frightening incident June 11, 
at a roadside fruit stand near 
Highway 101 and Highway 
229. During the incident, 
a man, yelling racial slurs, 
pushed a woman into the fruit 
stand. OSP had developed 
probable cause to arrest the 
man, identified as 49-year-old 
Daniel Edward Noonan, of 
Gleneden Beach,for various 
bias crimes.

On Wednesday, June 17, at 

ALEX BAUMHARDT
Oregon Capital Chronicle

Summer heat waves 
and drought will 
heighten wildfire risks 
across Oregon, prompt-
ing Gov. Tina Kotek 
to declare a state of 
emergency.

Kotek made the 
declaration June 16 
in an executive order, 
which will make it 
easier for local and 
state fire authorities to 
access “all available 
resources” including 

See VENDOR, page A4
This photo from the online GoFundMe account established for the vendor shows the highway fruit stand damage 
following the alleged incident. (Courtesy photo)

Fundraiser launched for roadside vendor

The total budget of $134,782,697 represents the city’s commitment to 
investing in critical infrastructure and maintaining services that support 
Newport’s future. (Metro Creative Connection)

Newport’s $134.7M budget focuses on infrastructure, public safety, long-term sustainability

A helicopter drops flame retardant on the 
Cow Valley Fire in eastern Oregon on July 12, 
2024. Scientists expect wildfires to continue to 
intensify with climate change. (Matt Fisher of 
Umatilla Task Force / Northwest Interagency 
Coordination Center)

Oregon governor declares state 
of emergency over wildfire threat

See WILDFIRE, page A2 See OCEAN, page A4

See BUDGET, page A4

Oregon State University researchers maintain 
some of the Ocean Observatories Initiatives 
sensors along the Pacific Coast. In this photo, 
OSU researchers recover a buoy that measures 
ocean health. (Courtesy photo from Ocean 
Observatories Initiative)

Trump admin abandons plans to 
remove ocean monitoring system
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Lottery

Friday, June 12
Mega Millions
9 • 17 • 24 • 39 • 51 • PB-3

Saturday, June 13
Powerball
3 • 13 • 44 • 50 • 53 • PB-2 • x4

Saturday, June 13
Megabucks
2 • 13 • 15 • 18 • 27 • 41

Weather
Wednesday: High-61/Low-49 
Mostly Sunny
Thursday: High-63/Low-50 
Cloudy
Friday: High-61/Low-50 
Partly Cloudy
Saturday: High-60/Low-49 
Partly Cloudy
Sunday: High-63/Low-49 
Partly Cloudy
Monday: High-64/Low-50 
Partly Cloudy
Tuesday: High-65/Low-51 
Partly Cloudy

Past Weather
On the Coast
 Rain Low High
02-Jun ........0 ...... 47.04 °F ..... 63.45 °F
03-Jun ..... 0.04 ... 53.69 °F ..... 59.02 °F
04-Jun ........0 ...... 49.66 °F ..... 62.18 °F
05-Jun ........0 ...... 48.88 °F ..... 62.06 °F
06-Jun ..... 0.23 ... 50.34 °F ..... 61.02 °F
07-Jun ........0 ...... 46.99 °F ........64.1 °F
08-Jun ..... 0.02 .....52.3 °F ...... 54.87 °F
Total rainfall from Jan. 1 ........25.91”

Sunrise/Sunset
June 17 ...........5:30 a.m. ..........9:04 p.m.

June 18 ...........5:31 a.m. ..........9:04 p.m.

June 19 ...........5:31 a.m. ..........9:04 p.m.

June 20 ...........5:31 a.m. ..........9:05 p.m.

June 21 ...........5:31 a.m. ..........9:05 p.m.

June 22 ...........5:31 a.m. ..........9:05 p.m.

June 23 ...........5:31 a.m. ..........9:05 p.m.

June 24 ...........5:32 a.m. ..........9:05 p.m.

June 25 ...........5:32 a.m. ..........9:06 p.m.

Tides Tables
National Oceanic and 

Atmospheric Administration

WEDNESDAY, JUNE 17
High ................  1:42 a.m.................  9.8
Low ..................8:51 a.m. ................ -2.4
High ................  3:43 p.m. ................ 7.2
Low ................. 8:42 p.m. ................. 2.9

THURSDAY, JUNE 18
High ................  2:36 a.m.......  9.2   5:31 
a.m.............. Rise  9:40 a.m. ...............  9
Low ..................9:39 a.m. -2.0   9:04 PM
High ................  4:31 p.m. ................ 7.3
Low ................. 9:44 p.m. ................. 2.8

FRIDAY, JUNE 19
High ................  3:33 a.m.................  8.3
Low .................10:27 a.m. ............... -1.3
High ................  5:20 p.m. ................ 7.4
Low ................ 10:52 p.m. ................ 2.6

SATURDAY, JUNE 20
High ................  4:33 a.m.................  7.3
Low .................11:14 a.m. ............... -0.4
High ................  6:08 p.m. ................ 7.6

SUNDAY, JUNE 21
Low .................12:04 a.m. ...............  2.3
High ................  5:41 a.m.................  6.3
Low ................ 12:01 p.m. ................ 0.4
High ................  6:54 p.m. ................ 7.8

MONDAY, JUNE 22
Low ..................1:18 a.m. ................  1.9
High ................  7:00 a.m.................  5.6
Low ................ 12:49 p.m. ................ 1.4
High ................  7:39 p.m. ................ 7.9

TUESDAY, JUNE 23
Low ..................2:28 a.m. ................  1.3
High ................  8:27 a.m.................  5.2
Low ................. 1:39 p.m. ................. 2.2
High ................  8:22 p.m. ................ 8.1
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The World’s First Hearing Aids 
With Touchscreen Controls.
No tiny buttons. No apps. 
No prescriptions.

844-387-1163
to get your 45-day risk free trial.
Call

Atom XAtom X

Find out if you are eligible today.

CALL 855.994.1589

Let your loved ones care 
for you - and get paid!

OVER 5,000 5-STAR REVIEWS!

Funded by Medicaid, choose FAMILY  
or FRIENDS as your paid caregiver.

Your caregiver gets paid same day!

■ Support Veteran Nonprofi ts.

■ Free Pickup & Towing.

■ Top Tax Deduction.

Donate Your Vehicle
Call (866) 695-9265 to donate 

your car, truck, boat, RV, 
and more today!

Donate Your Vehicle Today

866-695-9265
While we appreciate every donation, in some cases, we fi nd that we are unable to accept certain vehicles, watercraft, and/or 

recreational vehicles due to the prohibitive costs of acquisition. If you have any questions, please give us a call at (866) 695-9265.

www.veterancardonations.org/dnt20

Call 877-557-1912 to schedule
 your free quote today!

*Includes labor and product; bathtub, shower or walk-in tub and wall surround. This promotion cannot be combined with any other offer. Other restrictions may apply. This 
offer expires 6/30/26. Each dealership is independently owned and operated. **Third party fi nancing is available for those customers who qualify/Participating dealers 
only. See your dealer for details. ©2026 Bath Concepts Industries, LLC.

Discover the Beauty & Durability 
of

Military & Senior 
Discounts Available

PLUS

ZERO Interest, 
ZERO Payments 

Financing for 12 Months**

$1500 OFF*

CALL NOW 
(844) 847-9778

OCEANA NATURAL FOODS CO-OP

159 SE 2nd St • Newport • (541) 265-3893

All other store hours:
sandwiches, wraps, salads, muffins, 

cookies, chips, and drinks.

NATURAL FOODS CO-OP

Menu at www.oceanafoods.org

Open 7 days per week!
Mon-Sat 9-6, Sun 10-6

Complete Salad Bar,
Entree, Pizza, and Soup

Your lunch is waiting!

Monday-Friday 10 a.m. - 2 p.m.

&

Donate Your Car
Imagine the Di� erence You Can Make
Vehicle donations are fully tax-deductible 
and the proceeds help provide services to 
help the blind and visually impaired.

Help Prevent Blindness
Get A Vision Screening Annually

FREE TOWING & TAX DEDUCTIBLE

a $200 restaurant 
voucher

✔ ✔ a 2-night, 3-day hotel stay 
at one of 50 locations

✔

Call 1-844-533-9173

When you donate your car, you’ll receive:

various firefighting crews, 
aerial support, ground 
resources, and emergency 
personnel to prevent and 
respond to fires.

“Increasing heat, dry 
vegetation and shifting 
winds continue to align 
and create dangerous 
conditions that demand 
immediate action,” Kotek 
said in a statement. 

“Throughout the sum-
mer, it will get hotter 
and drier. Oregon has 
record-setting low snow-
pack, and nearly half of 
our counties are facing 
persistent drought condi-
tions. On average, 70% 
of wildfires in Oregon are 
human-caused. Prevention 
starts with every 
Oregonian — at home, at 
work and out and about 
enjoying our great state.”

Kotek also advised 
Oregonians to sign up for 

the statewide emergency 
alert system OR-Alert, to 
have an evacuation plan 
and to have an emergency 
“go kit” ready.

Since March, Kotek 
has declared drought 17 
of Oregon’s 36 counties, 
mostly in southern and 
eastern Oregon. More 
than 400 wildfires so far 
this year have burned 
more than 8,000 acres, 
and several caused tem-
porary evacuations.

The declaration directs 
state agencies and the 
National Guard to collab-
orate on wildfire response 
and prevention by sharing 
personnel, equipment and 
resources. It also directs 
those agencies and Guard 
troops to meet requests 
coming from the state’s 
primary fire agencies — 
the Oregon Department 
of Forestry and the State 
Fire Marshal — and local 
and tribal governments.

https://oregoncapital-
chronicle.com/briefs/ore-
gon-governor-declares-
state-of-emergency-over-
wildfire-threat/

Oregon Capital 
Chronicle is part of States 
Newsroom, a network of 
news bureaus supported 
by grants and a coalition 
of donors as a 501c(3) 
public charity. Oregon 
Capital Chronicle main-
tains editorial indepen-
dence. Contact Editor 
Lynne Terry for ques-
tions: info@oregoncapi-
talchronicle.com. 

WILDFIRE
From Page A1

The Oregon State 
Police Fish and Wildlife 
Division is asking for 
the public’s assistance 
in locating the person(s) 
responsible for the unlaw-
ful take of a river otter in 
Lincoln County.

On May 6, 2026, Fish 
and Wildlife troopers 
received a report of a 
deceased river otter float-
ing in Thissel Pond in 
eastern Lincoln County. 
Thissel Pond is a popular 
trout fishing pond located 
near the Oregon Hatchery 
Research Center on Fall 
Creek Road.

Troopers arrived and 
located a male river otter 
that had been shot with a 
small caliber bullet. The 
investigation determined 
the otter was most likely 
shot sometime between 
April 26 and May 3, 
2026.

Anyone with 

information is encouraged 
to contact Oregon State 
Police Dispatch at 1-800-
452-7888, *OSP (*677), 
or email TIP@osp.oregon.
gov. Reference case num-
ber SP26-146568. 

Report Wildlife and 
Habitat Law Violators
The Turn In Poachers 

(TIP) program is a 
collaboration between 
the Oregon State 
Police, Oregon Hunters 
Association, Oregon 
Department of Fish 
and Wildlife, Oregon 
Wildlife Coalition, 
Oregon Outfitter and 
Guides Association, and 
the Oregon State Marine 
Board.

The TIP program offers 
preference point rewards 
for information leading to 
an arrest or issuance of a 
citation for the unlawful 
take/possession or waste 
of big game mammals.  

The TIP program also 
offers cash rewards for 
information leading to 
an arrest or issuance of 

a citation for the unlaw-
ful take/possession or 
waste of the following 
fish and wildlife species. 

Cash rewards can also 
be awarded for habitat 
destruction, illegally 
obtaining hunting or 
angling license or tag, 
lending or borrowing big 
game tags, spotlighting, 
or snagging.

Rewards for Game Fish 
& Shellfish and Snagging/
Attempting to Snag are 
sponsored, in part, by 
Northwest Steelheaders 
Association and Coastal 
Conservation Association.

How to Report a 
Wildlife and/or Habitat 

Law Violation or 
Suspicious Activity:

•	 TIP Hotline: 1-800-452-
7888 or *OSP (*677)

•	 TIP email: TIP@osp.
oregon.gov (monitored 
Monday through Friday 
8 a.m. to 5 p.m.)
For more information 

visit the Oregon State 
Police Turn-in-Poachers 
(TIP) web page.

STAFF REPORT
Lincoln County Leader 

The National Oceanic 
and Atmospheric 
Administration (NOAA) 
has announced the allo-
cation of $123.6 million 
in fishery disaster relief 
funding after more than 18 
months of delay.

The announce-
ment follows Oregon 
Congresswoman Val 
Hoyle’s June 3 question-
ing of NOAA’s Assistant 
Secretary of Commerce for 
Oceans and Atmosphere 

during a House Natural 
Resources Committee hear-
ing, according to a release 
from Hoyle’s office.

“This is a win for our 
fisheries, our communi-
ties and the families of 
the workers who depend 
on fishing for their live-
lihoods,” Hoyle said. 
“Make no mistake: the 
delay in releasing these 
funds was devastating to 
our communities. Relief 
in these situations must 
be delivered quickly and 
comprehensively. Whatever 
administrative loophole, 

bureaucratic red tape or 
staffing reduction caused 
this delay in the first 
place must be examined 
to ensure it never happens 
again.”

The funding includes 
$2.4 million for the 2023 
Oregon Ocean Commercial 
Salmon Fisheries disaster.

The State of Oregon will 
now be able to develop 
a spend plan and distrib-
ute funds to impacted 
fishermen and seafood 
businesses.

Background
In 2023, Governor Kotek 

requested the Department 

of Commerce declare a 
federal fishery resource 
disaster in response to the 
federal closure of Oregon’s 
commercial ocean salmon 
fishery for the 2023 
season.

Hoyle joined in that 
effort, urging[SH3] [DE4]  
then-Secretary Raimondo 
to expeditiously approve 
the Governor’s request. 

The federal fishery 
resource disaster process 
requires NOAA to deter-
mine a fishery disaster has 
taken place and then the 
Office of Management and 
Budget must also agree to 

allocate funds. 
Congress provided $300 

million in fishery disas-
ter assistance funds in 
December 2024, but those 
funds had not yet been 
released. Last year, Hoyle 
demanded Director Russell 
Vought promptly release 
money for Oregon’s fish-
ermen. Funds were finally 
allocated this month, 
shortly after Hoyle’s line of 
questioning in committee, 
the release states.

Congresswoman Hoyle 
is the top Democrat on the 
House Natural Resources 
Committee’s Water, 
Wildlife, and Fisheries 
Subcommittee. You can 
watch her exchange with 
NOAA witness Dr. Petty 
here.  

In December 2024, 
Hoyle voted for the 
FISHES Act to help expe-
dite the distribution of fed-
eral disaster relief follow-
ing fisheries disasters.

State Police have issued this photo of the 
deceased river otter. (Courtesy photo from OSP)

OSP seeking tips in unlawful river otter killing

Oregon will 
receive $2.4 
million for 
the 2023 
Oregon Ocean 
Commercial 
Salmon 
Fisheries 
disaster. 
(Metro Creative 
Connection)

Oregon to receive $2.4M in delayed fisheries disaster funding
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SIGN UP NOW TO VOLUNTEER FOR THIS 
VITAL COMMUNITY RESOURCE NEXT YEAR! 

PLANNING IS UNDERWAY! email: aibarra@co.lincoln.or.us
Learn more at LincolnCountyShelter.com  
Follow us! Facebook.com/communityshelterandresourcecenter

Community Shelter Community Shelter 
and Resource Center and Resource Center 

Winter Season 2025/26 - In Newport & Lincoln City Winter Season 2025/26 - In Newport & Lincoln City 
We greatly appreciate the many individuals and organizations that donated time, services, food, 

clothing, supplies, blankets, transportation, funding, and dedication! 
From November-April this generosity helped us provide shelter, safety, meals, medical attention, 

encouragement, and resources to 246 people (including 57 over age 50, and 21 Veterans). 
We welcomed 28 pet guests too! Nine guests were successfully placed in stable housing.

This winter shelter season was possible through support and funding from the City of Newport, City of Lincoln City, City of Depoe Bay, City of 
Toledo, First Presbyterian Church of Newport, Housing Authority of Lincoln County, Lincoln County, Lincoln County Health and Human Services. 

Special gratitude goes to Coastal Healthcare and the InterCommunity Health Network-CCO for help with our Medical Outreach program.
People Who Donated Time, with Special Recognition to the Volunteers Shown in Bold, Who Gave of Their Time Weekly Throughout the Season: Lashae Banta, 
Jean Battig, Olivia Blodgett, Lorie Bowne, Rachelle Brooks, Paul Caldron, Walter Chuck, Susan Cockran, Aileen Debevec, Hope Erickson, Mark Farley, Tiffany Gonzales, 
Dutch Hamiliton, Kyla Huntly, Aimee Iverson, Diane Jacobs, Kaety Jacobson, Valour Jones, Kathleen Keener, Christie Kelley-Ellis, Melodie Kimball, Grace Kowarko, 
Chanda Kowitz, Michelle Law, Coral Lehrman, Amanda McMillan, Vanessa Mendoza, Nathan Meyer, Haley Mode, Jade Morgan, Jennifer Parker, Delores Pollard, Maddy 
Quealey, Jeff Reed, Laura Roming, Julia Samples, Aiden Sifford, Amanda Shurts, Kayla Tidmore, Nathan Wallace, and our anonymous contributors.

Community Members Who Donated Goods, Services, or Funds: Sam Bartlett, Ann Bean, Jody Bell, Carol Benson, Rosemary Brill, Walter and Rebecca Chuck, Kevin Cool, 
Kathleen Currie, Harry and Susan Dennis, Lorie Depoalo, Patti Eisler, David Elton, Susan Gomberg, Peter Gurney, Rhonda Harman, Lisa Holm, Sara Holm, Dennis and Jamie 
Holloway, Dan Howard, Anne Irving, Cynthia Jacobi, Diane Jacobs, Rose Jensen, Robin Karnes, Kathy Keener, Kathleen Kellay, Laura Kimberly, Kyle Lehman, Charley Lehnen, 
Gina Lekas, Monique Limon, David, Anna Martin, Vanaye Micenko, Linda Michiels, Cinamon Moffett, Page Morehouse, Cindy McEntee, Peggy Novello, Peg Ortner, Jayne Pryor, 
Saffi and Zoey Rain, Anna Rice, Melani Richardson, Florencio Rios, Tianne Rios, Kristy Ryder, Bernadette Solrano, Julia Stalcup, Rachel Stephens, Rebecca Stewart, Sandra 
Thomas, Jean Wassel, and our anonymous contributors.

Additional Supporting Organizations: 2 Broke Bartenders, All Nations Lutheran Church, Altrusa, Atonement Lutheran Church, Chapel by the Sea Presbyterian Church, 
Chewy, Cozy Acres, Depoe Baykery, First Presbyterian Church, Friends of Little Whale Cove, Human Bean Coffee with Kiera, Lincoln Chronicle, Lincoln City Hospital, Lincoln 
County Animal Shelter, Lincoln County Board of Commissioners, Lincoln County Public Health, Lions Club, Martek Real Estate, Meals on Wheels, Mojo’s Masterpieces, Mo’s 
Seafood & Chowder, Newport Elks Lodge, Newport Public Library, Newport Samaritan Pacific Communities Hospital, Newport Samaritan Pacific Nursing Committee, Newport 
Senior Center, Newport Symphony Orchestra, Oregon Coast Breaking News, Oregon State Credit Union, Rotary Club of Newport OR, Samaritan North Lincoln Hospital, St. 
Stephen Episcopal Church, Top to Bottom Construction, Wyndhaven Ridge, and our anonymous contributors.

STAFF REPORT
Lincoln County Leader

SE High School 
Drive in Lincoln City 
is closed until August 
17, from SE Spy Glass 
Ridge Drive to SE 48th 
Place.

The closure is 
due to the Nelscott 
Pressure Gravity Main 
Improvement project, 
which is designed to 
replace aging water and 
sewer infrastructure, 
according to a release 
from Lincoln City 
Public Works.

This project started 
the summer of 2025 and 
will continue the sum-
mer of 2026. This infra-
structure improvement 
will replace approxi-
mately 1900 Ft of Water 
and Sewer lines.

The project is in front 
of Taft Elementary-
Middle School South on 
SE High School Drive 
and then tuns east on 
SE 48th Place. 

High School Drove 
closed at the end of 
the school year for the 
duration of summer of 
2026.

MIA MALDONADO
Oregon Capital Chronicle

Oregon lawmakers 
upset about persistently 
poor education outcomes 
for many students voted 
against several of Gov. 
Tina Kotek’s new appoint-
ments to the commis-
sion that determines the 
resources needed to create 
a system of high quality 
schools. 

The protest votes 
against three nominees 
to the state’s Quality 
Education Commission 
weren’t because the can-
didates weren’t qualified, 
lawmakers said. Rather, 
they criticized the effec-
tiveness of the commis-
sion, hinting at the need 
for major reform in the 
2027 legislative session. 

The nominees were 
among 145 Kotek nomi-
nees the Senate confirmed 
on Wednesday to a slate 
of councils, boards and 
commissions.

Most appointments 
were speedily approved 
by the Democratic major-
ity, with nearly no debate. 
Republicans, however, 
voted against every single 
appointment in protest of 
what they described as a 
lack of transparency and 
time to vet the candidates.  

Senators voted sep-
arately on the Quality 
Education Commission, 
which drew the most con-
troversy in a 16-12 vote. 
Sen. Janeen Sollman, 
D-Hillsboro, joined all 
Republicans in voting 
against confirming Albany 
Public Schools teacher 
Dana Lovejoy, Salem-
Keizer educator Tyler 
Scialo-Lakeberg and Coos 
Bay School District super-
intendent Gary Roberts.

“The question before 
us isn’t whether these are 

good people, it’s about 
process,” Sollman said as 
she began debate by crit-
icizing the commission’s 
role in the state’s educa-
tion cost model. 

She and Rep. Ricki 
Ruiz, D-Gresham, earlier 
this year unsuccessfully 
led an attempt to over-
haul the state’s education 
cost model. That effort 
contributed to her May 
primary loss: The Oregon 
Education Association 
gave her opponent and 
union member Myrna 
Muñoz more than 
$75,000, much of it in the 
form of paid canvassing.

“I do not believe that 
these appointments, 
through the positions 
they hold, will build 
the Quality Education 
Commission Oregon 
needs to generate the data, 
the rigor and the analysis 
our school funding deci-
sions deserve,” Sollman 
said. 

Oregon’s 27-year-
old Quality Education 
Commission has 11 mem-
bers and is charged with 
researching best education 

practices and determin-
ing how much money 
is needed to meet state 
education goals, including 
a 90% graduation rate 
statewide. The commis-
sion presents its findings, 
known as the Quality 
Education Model, to the 
education appropriation 
committee and governor 
every two years to guide 
budget decisions. 

But lawmakers recently-
began questioning if that 
framework is working. 
The Oregon Legislature 
allocated $11.4 billion for 
schools during the 2025-
26 and 2026-27 school 
years, and yet recent 
national test scores show 
Oregon elementary and 
middle school students 
rank among the bottom 
of states in math and 
reading.  

The Oregon Department 
of Education allocates 
money to school districts 
using a separate distribu-
tion formula that relies 
in part on U.S. Census 
Bureau data estimates to 
calculate how many stu-
dents come from families 

living in poverty, despite 
state data often showing 
numbers much higher 
than the Census Bureau 
estimates. Oregon is the 
only state to follow this 
method, the Oregonian 
reported. 

The formula under-
counts the true number 
of students experiencing 
poverty, school superin-
tendents say, which means 
districts who serve more 
of those students aren’t 
receiving the funding 
needed to support them.

Several Republican 
lawmakers agreed with 
Sollman.

“It should not be hard 
to get this right,” said Sen. 
Noah Robinson, R-Cave 
Junction. “We continually 
kick the problem down 
the road. We’re planning 
to eventually have a plan 
to fix the problem, and 
we need more urgency. 
Our students are being 
educated now. They’re 
not going to benefit from 
something that’s done 
in 10 years or even five 
years from now.”

Senators with teaching 

Sen. Janeen Sollman, D-Hillsboro, on Thursday evening, March 7, 2024, the 
last day of the session. (Ben Botkin / Oregon Capital Chronicle)

Oregon lawmakers hint at major changes to school funding in 2027

Improvement 
project closes 

area street

backgrounds spoke in 
favor of the appointments 
while also recognizing the 
need to reform the cost 
model. That includes Sen. 
Lew Frederick, a Portland 
Democrat and chair of the 
Senate interim education 
committee.

“We are all looking at 
some significant changes, 
I believe, in the Quality 
Education Model,” he 
said. “I am optimistic and 
encouraged by the fact 
that we have folks in this 
body who want to make 
a difference, and I think 
these three candidates will 
actually attempt to do just 
that.”

Sen. Courtney Neron 
Misslin, D-Wilsonville, 
said the appointees are 
capable of interacting with 
research data that can help 
improve Oregon’s educa-
tion system. 

“While I am in full 
support of modernizing 
our processes around cost 
modeling, we must do it 
in partnership with people 
doing the work,” she said. 
“The professional judg-
ment we need to include 
at the quality education 
table is that of educators.”

https://oregoncapital-
chronicle.com/2026/06/17/
oregon-lawmakers-hint-at-
major-changes-to-school-
funding-in-2027/

Oregon Capital 
Chronicle is part of States 
Newsroom, a network of 
news bureaus supported 
by grants and a coalition 
of donors as a 501c(3) 
public charity. Oregon 
Capital Chronicle main-
tains editorial indepen-
dence. Contact Editor 
Lynne Terry for questions: 
info@oregoncapitalchron-
icle.com. 
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ENJOY 4 WEEKS A YEAR IN THIS 
UNIQUE OCEANFRONT CONDO

2 BD / 2 BA / 1496 SF
$35,000 / Otter Rock / MLS 26-811

Steve Redman
541-207-8845

Danielle Cutler
541-961-3868

Deborah Allen
907-903-1536

CeCe Kelly
541-272-0008

Karla Kuhlenbeck
541-270-2965

Chris Watkins
541-270-6774

Gail Stonebreaker
541-992-4317

Julie Gamache
541-231-0753

Wendy Birchfield
541-272-9190

u 541-265-5455 u
To view all MLS listings:  www.winwcp.com
914 SW Coast Hwy-101, Newport

Over 300 Combined Years of Experience

West Coast Properties

Experienced estate planning attorney, 
Laura Laskey, is now open to serve you 

from her new Lincoln City office!
Call to schedule your free consultation today!

LaLaLaw LLC 
(541) 418 - 5164
info@lalalawllc.com

2604 NE Hwy 101, Ste B, Lincoln City, OR 97367
H26239

Ryan Davis, Lincoln City, 
passed away suddenly May 
29, 2026 at age 40 with 
family by his side.

Even though he struggled 
with health issues, he was 
quick-witted and will be 
remembered for his ability 
to converse with any person 
on any topic.

He enjoyed playing guitar, 
collecting books, anime, 
video games. He worked 
for the Depoe Bay Beacon 
years ago until health issues 
forced his retirement.

He is survived by his 
parents; Mike and Lori, his 
brother and sister-in-law; 
Andy and Naomi, nephews; 

Lane and Clay. uncles and 
aunts; Jon and Darlene, 
Lance and Barbie, Monte 
and Julie, Kathie, and Mindy 
and Joe. Cousins Alex, Matt, 
Bill, and Stephanie and 
their families. As well as 
extended family members, 
his decades-long friend 
Aran, his friend Amber and 
his beloved cat Daisy.

He will be lovingly 
remembered and deeply 
missed by all who knew 
him.

Remembrances can be 
made to the National 
Scleroderma Foundation.

A private family gathering 
will be held

Ryan Davis

Early Deadline for the July 8 editionJuly 8 edition  
to celebrate Independence Day

Wednesday, July 1 at 4 p.m.
• Legal Notices 
• Classified Liners 
• Classified Display ads
• Display ads for A Section
• Letters to the Editor  
• Obituaries

Our office 
will be closed 

Friday, July 3rd

WOODROW A CROOK
09/06/1942- 05/09/2026

It is with heavy hearts 
that we had to say good-
bye to Woodrow Crook, 

also known as Sonny. He 
is survived by his loving 
wife Alice Crook.

Funeral arrangements 
will be announced at a 
later date.

DEATH NOTICES

throughout the city. Key 
investments included 
in the 2026-27 budget 
include:

Water
$250,000 for Big Creek 

Dam No. 2 spillway haz-
ard mitigation and repair

Wastewater
* $3.6 million for 

Wastewater Treatment 
Plant upgrades and 
improvements

$382,430 for pump 
station upgrades and 
improvements

Public Safety/
Accessibility

* $2.1 million for U.S. 
20/SE Moore Drive/SE 
Harney St. accessibility, 
bicycle, and pedestrian 
improvements

$300,000 for an 

enhanced pedestrian cross-
walk at U.S. 101 and NW 
60th St.

$250,000 for 
Elizabeth St. sidewalk 
improvements

Streets and 
Transportation

$2.1 million for street 
repairs and improvements, 
including the Gravel 
Roads Paving Plan

$890,637 for the NW 
55th St. Improvement 

Project
Stormwater

$206,636 for stormwa-
ter system improvements

* Project is funded by 
state grants and programs

Guided by City Council 
goals to ensure long-term 
financial sustainability, 
invest in infrastructure, 
and enhance community 
livability and beautifica-
tion, the budget prioritizes 
projects and services that 

address both current needs 
and future growth.

The budget was devel-
oped over three public 
meetings held in April 
and May by the City’s 
Budget Committee. The 
committee is made up 
of seven Newport resi-
dents appointed by the 
City Council, the City’s 
six council members, 
and the mayor, ensuring 
diverse and transparent 

community participation 
in the budget process.

The Fiscal Year 2026-27 
budget takes effect July 
1, 2026. The full budget 
may be viewed online at 
NewportOregon.gov. Print 
copies may be made avail-
able upon request at City 
Hall after July 1.

The Newport City 
Council adopted the new 
budget during its June 15 
regular public meeting. 

BUDGET
From Page A1

3:51 p.m., Oregon State 
Police and Newport 
Police responded to 1545 
Highway 229 to arrest 
Noonan.

“Within moments 
of their arrival, offi-
cers contacted a male 
(Noonan) who imme-
diately engaged them 
in gunfire. Officers 
responded with deadly 
physical force. Noonan 
was critically injured 
during the exchange 
and received emergency 
medical care. He was 
transported to a nearby 

hospital where he was 
declared deceased,” OSP 
stated in a release.

No law enforcement 
personnel or community 
members were injured 
during the incident. 
Officers who discharged 
their firearms have been 
placed on administra-
tive leave in compliance 
with agency policies and 
Senate Bill 111 proto-
cols, according to the 
OSP release.

The Lincoln County 
Major Crimes Team, 
led by the Lincoln City 
Police Department, 
responded to inves-
tigate the incident in 
coordination with the 

Lincoln County District 
Attorney’s Office.

A GoFundMe cam-
paign has been estab-
lished to help the fruit 
stand operator, described 
as Reyna.

“Many in our com-
munity know Reyna as 
the woman who operates 
the produce stand at the 
intersection of Highway 
101 and Highway 229. 
Through hard work 
and dedication, she has 
become a valued part 
of our community,” 
Lincoln County resident 
Jenny Nelson writes in 
the online GoFundMe 
account. “What should 
have been an ordinary 

day of work became a 
traumatic experience 
that left her and her 
family facing emotional, 
physical, and financial 
hardship.”

Reyna is originally 
from Guatemala and 
primarily speaks an 
Indigenous Mayan lan-
guage, according to 
Nelson.

“The language barri-
ers she has faced in the 
aftermath of this incident 
have made navigating 
the process even more 
difficult.” Nelson states. 
“Community members 
and advocates have 
stepped forward to help 
ensure her voice is heard 

and that she receives the 
support she needs.”

Nelson said the fund-
raiser is about helping 
Reyna recover from “the 
very real harm she has 
experienced.”

Funds raised will help:
•	 Replace damaged pro-

duce, equipment, and 
supplies

•	 Rebuild and restore her 
produce stand

•	 Offset lost income 
resulting from the 
incident

•	 Cover transportation, 
communication, and 
other recovery-related 
expenses

•	 Support Reyna and her 
family as they move 

forward
“Reyna has served 

this community with 
kindness and hard work. 
Now our community has 
an opportunity to stand 
beside her during one of 
the most difficult times 
of her life,” Nelson said. 
“Every donation, share, 
and message of support 
makes a difference.”

As of June 22, $9,300 
had been raised through 
the GoFundMe account 
for Reyna.

If you would like to 
help, the following is the 
fundraiser link: https://
www.gofundme.com/f/
help-reyna-rebuild-and-
feel-safe-again

VENDOR
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conditions. 
The move was a part 

of a broader push by the 
Trump administration 
to cut climate science 
operations. But after 
an intense bipartisan 
response, the federal 
science agency said 
Thursday it would halt 
its plans and work to 

redeploy the instruments 
it had removed. 

The National Science 
Foundation established 
the system in 2016 with 
plans to operate it for 
three decades. The sys-
tem includes more than 
900 instruments worth 
$386 million located 
along the coasts of 
Oregon, Washington, 
Alaska, North Carolina 
and Greenland used to 
track waves, wind and 

current data. The tools 
also track the ocean’s 
salinity and can detect 
early marine heatwaves 
and El Niño-related 
anomalies.

In Oregon, underwa-
ter sensors and buoys 
stationed off the coast 
of Newport keep a close 
watch on ocean health 
by tracking ocean acid-
ification and spots with 
depleted oxygen levels 
that threaten marine life. 

“Dismantling the 
Ocean Observatories 
Initiative is supreme 
stupidity, costing taxpay-
ers millions of dollars 
and destroying a vital 
source of climate data,” 
Oregon’s Democratic 
U.S. Sen. Jeff Merkley 
said in a statement.

Merkley, however, 
celebrated the federal 
government’s decision 
to abandon its plans 
on social media after 
he and U.S. Sen. Lisa 
Murkowski, R-Alaska, 
led the unanimous pas-
sage of a bill Wednesday 
to block the government 
from dismantling the 
monitoring system. 

Murkowski was one of 
the first Republicans in 
Congress to protest the 
dismantling, calling the 
move “pathetic” and a 
waste of time and money 

at the expense of scien-
tific infrastructure. 

A group of seven 
bipartisan state law-
makers representing 
Oregon’s coastal districts 
also opposed the federal 
government’s plans in a 
letter to National Science 
Foundation Chief of Staff 
Brian Stone.

“For Oregon’s coastal 
communities, whose 
livelihoods depend on 
accurate, real time ocean 
information, the removal 
of these buoys is not an 
abstract policy decision,” 
the letter reads. “It is a 
direct threat to safety, 
economic stability, and 
our ability to respond to 
rapidly changing ocean 
conditions.”

The letter included sig-
natures from state Reps. 
Court Boice, R-Gold 
Beach; Boomer Wright, 
R-Reedsport; Cyrus 
Javadi, D-Tillamook and-
David Gomberg, D-Otis, 
and Sens. Suzanne 
Weber, R-Tillamook; 
Dick Anderson, 
R-Lincoln City, and 
David Brock Smith, 
R-Port Orford. 

“These buoys provide 

real-time, publicly acces-
sible data that our fisher-
men, mariners, scientists, 
and emergency managers 
rely on every single day,” 
said Brock Smith, the 
vice chair of Oregon’s 
legislative coastal cau-
cus. “Removing them 
without adequate sci-
entific review or stake-
holder consultation is 
unacceptable and puts 
our coastal communities 
and their economies at 
risk.”

https://oregon-
capitalchronicle.
com/2026/06/18/
trump-admin-aban-
dons-plans-to-re-
move-ocean-monitor-
ing-system-after-in-
tense-oregon-pushback/

Oregon Capital 
Chronicle is part of 
States Newsroom, a net-
work of news bureaus 
supported by grants and 
a coalition of donors 
as a 501c(3) public 
charity. Oregon Capital 
Chronicle maintains 
editorial independence. 
Contact Editor Lynne 
Terry for questions: 
info@oregoncapital-
chronicle.com.
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Sudoku answers

Common hood styleCommon hood styleLeafFilter®

Tested and proven 
gutter protection.

25% off  
LeafFilter Gutter Protection

Schedule your free inspection and estimate today!

1-855-536-8838 Promo Code: 285

We install year-round – Exp: 6/30/26 Special off er– Save up to*

*Promotional off er includes 15% off  plus an additional 10% off  for qualifi ed veterans and/or seniors. Cannot be combined with any other 
off ers. One coupon per household. No obligation estimate valid for 1 year.  See representative for full warranty details. AR 366920925, AZ ROC 
344027, CA 1035795, CT HIC.0671520, DC 4.20223E+11, FL CBC056678, IA C127230, ID RCE-51604, LA 559544, MA 213292, MD MHIC111225, 
HIC164488, MI 262300331, 262300330, 262300329, 262300328, 262300318, 262300173, MN IR810524, MT 2661922, ND 47304, NE 50145-24, 
50145-23, NJ 13VH13285000, NM 408693, NV 86990, OR 218294, PA PA179643, RI GC-41354, TN 10981, UT 10783658-5501, VA 2705169445, 
VT 174.0000871, WA LEAFFLH-763PG, WI No. 537-DCFRR WV WV056912.
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ONLINE POLL

QUOTE OF 
THE WEEK

PREVIOUS POLL

How often to you 
take a walk in your 
neighborhood?

38.9..............................Daily
16.7%......................Weekly
44.4%.............. Not often

NEW POLL

What is your favorite 
summer pastime?

•	 Camping
•	 Hiking
•	 Quiet time at home
•	 Visiting Saturday 
Markets

“Without facts, you 
can’t have truth. Without 
truth, you can’t have trust. 
Without these three, we 
have no shared reality. 
Without a shared reality, 
we can’t engage in civil 
discourse. Without civil 
discourse, democracy is in 
peril.”

Maria Ressa

OUR TOWN
We love Norman 

Rockwell because he gave 
us a glimpse of what we 
could be. 

We love our town for 
the same reason. 

Everything in life 
begins with a thought and 
an intention. We know 
our youth is the future 
therefore it’s an impera-
tive we honor their devel-
opment throughout our 
community. 

Here are two exam-
ples of how this is being 
accomplished:

The Newport library’s 
summer reading program 
is in full swing from 
June 1 to Aug 31. This 
event encourages and 
rewards all ages to pick 
up a book and thru those 
pages meet new faces and 
places, while discovering 
their own potential and 
development. 

The summer program 
activities also include 
weekly events, prizes, free 
books, outdoor activities 
at the literacy park and 
family fun in many cre-
ative forms. Our library is 
our town. 

Hanging from the 
lamp post our Nye Beach 

Banner program is also in 
full swing.

The banners are creative 
gifts from dozens of art-
ists and are hung around 
the Nye Beach neigh-
borhood all summer to 
delight locals and visitors, 
then they are auctioned 
with proceeds supporting 
artistic activities around 
the community, including 
the colorful mobile art bus 
which rolls up to schools, 
day care, summer camps 
and more. Offering free 
creative art opportunities 
and talented instructors 
to help and teach. This 
is the 18th year Veronica 
Lundell has coordinated 
this fundraiser for the sake 
of art and the youngsters 
in our town. 

Thanks to all!
Bonnie Good

Newport

RECALL ELECTION
The Waldport city coun-

cil recall vote is necessary 
because council members 
are not doing their jobs.

They rely on the city 
manager to run coun-
cil meetings rather than 
the council chair. They 
believed in the city man-
ager’s determination of 

the financial wellness 
of Beachcomber Days 
rather than the expert who 
conducted the financial 
review in their decisions 
on Beachcomber Days.

They fired the mayor 
a month after the citi-
zens elected her, which 
they had no right to do. 
Citizens hire the mayor 
and city council members 
via their votes in elec-
tions. Elections cannot 
be nullified by a city 
council vote and this 
caused unnecessary legal 
expenses, lawsuits, con-
flicts and confusion in the 
community.

The Southworth Park 
project has not been com-
pleted and has incurred 
legal issues for the city 
due to actions of the city 
manager and contractors 
hired. An independent 
audit firm has not been 
engaged to conduct a 
financial statement audit 
for the City of Waldport 
in years. This audit is 
required by Oregon 
regulations.

Please vote in the recall 
election on July 13.

The annual audit is the 
only way citizens receive 
an independent opinion on 

the financial condition of 
the city and its operations. 
The council is and has 
been negligent for several 
years now by not arrang-
ing for this annual audit to 
take place. This is uncon-
scionable and Waldport 
citizens deserve better.

Lisa McGrath
Waldport

DEAR PEOPLE OF 
THE GREAT STATE 

OF OREGON
Thank you so much for 

responding to my letter to 
the people of Oregon

I appreciate you sending 
me a letter. My favorite 
item was the letter you 

sent me because it taught 
me many new things 
about Oregon. The most 
unique fact I learned 
about Oregon was the 
state gem is the Oregon 
sunstone.

On My 21, our entire 
grade displayed our floats 
at the State fair. I’ve 
included a picture of my 
flat. I hope I made you 
proud!

I really appreciate that 
you took the time to send 
me items and information 
about Oregon.

Sincerely, 
Alexandra

The Langley School
McLean, Virginia

Courtesy from Alexandra

RANDY STAPILUS
Oregon Capital Chronicle

My wife volunteered 
for years in dog rescue 
efforts around the region, 
and her experiences made 
clear to me that Oregon’s 
animal cruelty and mis-
treatment laws were 
inadequate and needed 
strengthening.

So when Initiative 
Petition 28, billed as 
doing something like 
that, pulled the mass of 
signatures needed for 
ballot status, it sounded 
welcome.

Then I read proposed 
law and descriptions — 
especially from the advo-
cates themselves — of 
what it would actually do. 
Even its backers acknowl-
edge it’s unlikely to pass 
(once word of the details 
spreads more widely). If it 
actually did — and were 
fully enforced — it would 
unleash economic and 
social chaos in Oregon 
beyond any previous 
piece of legislation. And 
it would be intended as 
a template for any other 
states so foolish as to fol-
low suit.

Republicans have 
lined up against it, as in 
gubernatorial candidate 
Christine Drazan’s state-
ment on X that “Banning 
hunting, fishing, and basic 
animal husbandry would 
kill thousands of jobs and 
threaten our food supply 
at a time when we can 
least afford it.

Republicans may well 
try to tie the initiative to 
Democrats, though there’s 
been strong opposition 
there too. One example 
is Gov. Tina Kotek, who 
said: “I know tribal lead-
ers, family farmers and 
ranchers and Oregonians 
across the state who care 
deeply about protecting 
our land, waters and 
wildlife. This petition 
does nothing to help that, 
and it risks criminalizing 
common agricultural prac-
tices that are critical to 
Oregon’s economy.”

What’s more notable 
here is what the advocates 
themselves say.

IP 28 applies to “any 
nonhuman mammal, 
bird, reptile, amphibian 
or fish,” though insects 
would be excluded, so 
swatting a mosquito 
would remain legal. It 
does ban any injury to 
the covered species, the 
main exception being that 
humans still would be 
allowed to act in self-de-
fense. The group said 
specifically that “we are 
focused specifically on 
criminalizing the practice 
of killing animals.” 

It said the initiative 
“would prohibit the inten-
tional injury and killing 
of animals, as well as 
the forced breeding of 
animals.” However, IP28 
adds a rehabilitation pro-
gram as an alternative to 
other criminal penalties. 
In lieu of a misdemeanor, 
anyone convicted of ani-
mal cruelty could choose 
to complete supervised 
community service hours 

at an animal care facility 
as well as relinquish own-
ership of any animals for 
either five or 15 years, 
depending on the severity 
of the conviction.”

The list of animal-re-
lated actions to be crim-
inalized would be exten-
sive. Fishing and hunting 
would be illegal and 
criminal, and that would 
apply to longstanding 
agreements with Indian 
tribes in the state: “There 
would not be a cultural or 
religious exemption for 
injuring, killing, or sexu-
ally violating an animal.”

Production of meat 
products (where any ver-
tebrate is involved) in the 
state would be prohibited. 
The group said “a rancher 
would likely no longer 
have a reason to raise cat-
tle. … We would encour-
age ranchers to transition 
to an alternative agricul-
ture practice.”

Easy for them to say, as 
they did: “A determined 
soul will always manage.”

Use of slaughterhouses 

and of animals in medical 
experiments (which in 
some cases are critical for 
advancing medical care) 
would be not just subject 
to regulation but banned 
outright.

You have a mouse or 
rat infestation in your 
house? The advocates say 
“live catch mouse traps” 
still would be available 
to you, but most other 
approaches to combatting 
the rodents, including 
anything that might kill 
them, would not. Your 
core response — and this 
approach evidently would 
be the operative rule for 
pest control businesses 
(any that survived) as 
well — apparently would 
be “locating the spaces 
where mice may enter 
our home or business and 
blocking the passageway.”

People would still be 
able to own pets, the 
advocates noted. But 
clearly the rules surround-
ing pet ownership would 
change considerably.

The impacts of this 

measure, were it to 
become law, would affect 
the daily lives of nearly 
everyone in Oregon. It 
would wipe out whole 
categories of industries. 
It would lead quickly 
to social chaos — no 
too extreme a descrip-
tion. Its scope would be 
breathtaking. 

I would have suspected 
all this as being exagger-
ation by opponents were 
it not for the descriptions 
that come straight from 
the issue’s advocates. It 
seems an example of what 
happens when an initially 
sound idea — avoiding 
cruelty to animals — is 
pushed too far and too 
fast. It may set back that 
cause by many years.

As a matter of politics, 
Republicans are on solid 
ground in opposing the 
initiative. Democrats will 
need to act visibly and 
aggressively against it to 
ensure they’re not hand-
cuffed to it, since to many 
non-Democrats IP 28 eas-
ily could sound like the 

kind of thing an extremist 
Democrat might conceive.

As a matter of election, 
IP 28 would be lucky to 
get the super-minority 
vote the transportation 
funding package got in 
the primary election — if 
voters learn the details. 
But any issue reaching 
the ballot has to be taken 
seriously.

One good thing the 
advocates did was to 
make that relatively easy.

https://oregoncapital-
chronicle.com/2026/06/11/
oregon-anti-animal-cru-
elty-initiative-sound-
ed-like-a-good-idea-un-
til-learning-details/

Oregon Capital 
Chronicle is part of States 
Newsroom, a network of 
news bureaus supported 
by grants and a coalition 
of donors as a 501c(3) 
public charity. Oregon 
Capital Chronicle main-
tains editorial indepen-
dence. Contact Editor 
Lynne Terry for questions: 
info@oregoncapitalchron-
icle.com.

Oregon anti-animal cruelty initiative sounded 
like a good idea, until learning details
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Oregon’s U.S. Senators 
Jeff Merkley and Ron Wyden 
joined their Senate col-
leagues in pressing the Trump 
Administration on its redi-
rection of tens of millions of 
dollars from fees paid to the 
National Park Service (NPS) to 
fund President Donald Trump’s 
vanity projects in Washington, 
D.C.

“Visitors to our national 
parks contribute millions of 
dollars to the National Park 
Service’s (NPS) budget by pur-
chasing recreation passes and 
digital versions of the America 
the Beautiful Pass. The 
American people deserve trans-
parency and a complete expla-
nation of where their money is 
being directed,” the Senators 
wrote in a letter to Secretary 
of the U.S. Department of the 
Interior Doug Burgum.

Some of the projects being 
funded by park entrance fees in 
the D.C. area include repairing 
ornamental fountains, recoat-
ing the Lincoln Memorial 
Reflecting Pool, and covering 

statues in gold leaf, according 
to a release from Merkley and 
Wyden.

“This loss in revenue for our 
parks could have devastating 
effects on the future viability 
of these public natural trea-
sures. As of the end of Fiscal 
Year 2025, NPS had a backlog 
of deferred maintenance proj-
ects totaling over $24.2 billion. 
Deteriorating roads, water 
systems, and other park facil-
ities pose safety concerns for 
visitors and over time degrade 
the overall park experience. 
The redistribution of revenues 
to D.C. projects could mean 
multiple millions of dollars 
lost for individual national 
parks around the country,” the 
Senators wrote.

Under the Federal Lands 
Recreation Enhancement Act 
(FLREA), 80 percent of the 
recreation fees paid are kept 
for maintenance and upkeep 
at the national park where the 
fees were collected and 20 per-
cent can be used for other pur-
poses by the agency. However, 

the allocation of this amount 
of park fee revenue funding 
to support projects for the 
President’s personal enjoyment 
is unprecedented.  

Additionally, the Senators 
emphasize that the redirecting 
of this money comes amidst 
the Administration’s drastic 
budget cuts to the agency and 
workforce reduction.

“The lack of transparency 
around awards for these beauti-
fication projects, as well as the 
loss in revenue meant for the 

maintenance and betterment 
of our national parks threatens 
the public’s trust and the long-
term integrity of our nation’s 
most beloved public lands. 
Accordingly, as we investigate 
the potential waste, fraud, and 
abuse by the administration, 
we request a detailed expla-
nation for where the revenue 
from digital passes is being 
directed and what percentage 
of this revenue is supporting 
the D.C. projects rather than 
supporting the maintenance of 

our public parks,” the Senators 
concluded.   

The letter was led by 
U.S. Senator Adam Schiff 
(D-Calif.). In addition to 
Merkley and Wyden, the let-
ter is signed by U.S. Senators 
Martin Heinrich (D-N.M.), 
Michael Bennet (D-Colo.), 
Kirsten Gillibrand (D-N.Y.), 
John Hickenlooper (D-Colo.), 
Angus King (I-Maine), Ben 
Ray Luján (D-N.M.), Edward 
Markey (D-Mass.), and Jack 
Reed (D-R.I.).

ALEX BAUMHARDT
Oregon Capital Chronicle

To improve school atten-
dance in a state with one of the 
nation’s highest absenteeism 
rates, Oregon education offi-
cials have presented lawmakers 
with a plan to repeal existing 
attendance laws.

The high-level presentation 
and 20-page report presented to 
the Senate Interim Education 
Committee June 16, described 
a strategy to replace existing 
attendance laws “rooted in 
compliance” with new rules 
that measure “attendance as a 
performance growth indicator.” 
It left lawmakers with many 
more questions than answers: 
State Sen. Courtney Neron 
Misslin, D-Wilsonville, almost 
immediately requested a fol-
low-up meeting to get more 
clarity.

Senate Bill 315 passed 
during the 2025 legislative 
session required the Oregon 
Department of Education to 
produce by May 31 a report 
that outlined how districts are 
handling attendance policies, 
best practices for recording and 
improving student attendance 
and statutory recommendations 
that could apply in Oregon. 
Lawmakers will take up any 
recommendations during the 
next legislative session in 2027.

Oregon schools have among 
the highest absenteeism rates in 
the country, state data shows, 
and it’s a problem that has per-
sisted since students returned 
to school following the COVID 
pandemic nearly five years ago.

Roughly one-third of Oregon 
students in 2024 were con-
sidered chronically absent, 
meaning they missed 17 or 
more school days during the 
school year in a state with one 
of the shortest school years 
in the country. About one-
fifth of students nationwide 

were chronically absent in 
2024, according to the U.S. 
Department of Education.

REPEAL AND REPLACE
Among the recommendations 

state education officials offered 
are to repeal 11 state statutes 
relating to compulsory school 
attendance and to replace 
them with statutes that “would 
include compulsory attendance 
requirements and exemptions,” 
and also outline the responsi-
bilities of guardians and school 
districts when it comes to 
student attendance. The report 
described some state atten-
dance laws as “outdated” and 
“duplicitive,” and said some 
homeschooling regulations are 
wrapped into attendance laws.

The State Board of Education 
would be tasked with coming 
up with the new statutes, and 
attendance would be wrapped 
into new legislatively mandated 
accountability measures.

“Oregon’s current compul-
sory attendance statutes and 
rules are grounded in compli-
ance-oriented definitions of 
attendance, static thresholds, 
and enforcement mechanisms. 
Maintaining compulsory atten-
dance statutes rooted in com-
pliance creates tension with 
this model, as they rely on 
fixed definitions of absence and 
enforcement responses that cre-
ate conflict with attendance as 
a growth-based measurement,” 
the report reads.

Notably absent is any recom-
mendation for punitive action 
or a framework for account-
ability from students or their 
families when a student contin-
ues to miss school. Lawmakers 
in 2021 repealed an Oregon 
law that allowed schools to 
issue truancy fines to parents or 
guardians for a child’s ongoing 
and unexcused absences from 
school.

“This represents a shift from 

enforcing attendance through 
prescribed sanctions to using 
attendance data as a continuous 
signal for improvement, sup-
port, and system effectiveness,” 
the education department rec-
ommendations read.

Candice Castillo, deputy 
director of academics at the 
state education department, 
told lawmakers that some stu-
dents who continually violate 
district attendance policies will 
unenroll from school or just 
stop showing up, disappearing 
altogether.

“There’s all these barriers 
and these challenges that our 
students and communities are 
facing, and compulsory pol-
icies can be helpful to some 
extent, but there is a broader 
system that needs to be in 
place in order to really support 
students,” she said. “What we 
aim to do with this recommen-
dation beyond that compulsory 
requirement is really to help 
the district build a system and 
build an approach that allows 
us to support the student needs, 
so that our students would 
want to be in the classroom 
consistently.”

State Sen. Janeen Sollman, 
D-Hillsboro, asked Castillo 
“what the teeth” of the pro-
posal would be.

“I think you can have that 
level of the ‘wrap around 
supports’ — What supports 
does this student need? What 
supports does this family 
need? — but we also can hold 
students accountable,” she said. 
“I sometimes worry Oregon 
gets in its own way when we 
remove the accountability.”

Other attendance policy 
recommendations

Education officials told law-
makers that there are major 
inconsistencies in how districts 
record student attendance, 
as well as how they record 
the reasons why a student is 

absent, making it difficult to 
collect accurate data on why so 
many students in Oregon are 
not going to school regularly.

The education department 
would create 17 possible 
codes districts could use to 
record students not as merely 
“excused” or “unexcused” but 
as “present” or “absent.”

Under the new codes, a stu-
dent could be marked “present” 
even if they are out of school 
for a debate tournament or 
sport, are temporarily get-
ting remote instruction or are 
attending a tribal education 
program or event. A student 
would be marked “absent” if 
they are ill, working, can’t find 
transportation to school or if 
their situation is unknown.

In their presentation, state 
education officials noted that 
merely recording a student as 
“excused” or “unexcused” lacks 
clarifying information and 
“places a value statement on 
absences and contributes to a 
misconception about absences,” 
while recording students as 
“present” or “absent” provides 
more context and “centers the 
loss of instruction for any rea-
son and elevates root causes for 
appropriate interventions.”

Education officials also 
recommended studying and 
revisiting Oregon’s 10-day 
rule, under which students are 
automatically unenrolled if 
they miss 10 consecutive days 
without an excuse. The rule’s 
intended to ensure districts are 
not double-counting students 
who may have moved between 
districts, but it can create barri-
ers for students who eventually 
return to a school after a pro-
longed absence and require a 
school to resubmit enrollment 
information to get the student’s 
per-pupil funding restored.

They also recommended 
the state provide more money 
for the agency’s Every Day 

Matters program, which cur-
rently has just two full time 
employees, and to fund a state-
wide information and data col-
lection system so the education 
department can more easily 
collect attendance information 
from schools and provide tech-
nical help.

The agenda for the three-
hour meeting included more 
updates from education offi-
cials on the legislatively man-
dated accountability metrics 
and the rollout of Gov. Tina 
Kotek’s recent executive stop-
ping school districts from cut-
ting instructional time to save 
money.

“How does low instructional 
time and days contribute to a 
culture of non-attendance?” 
Sollman asked Castillo.

Castillo acknowledged 
Oregon’s short school year, and 
research showing school atten-
dance is one of the single most 
important indicators of student 
success.

“While there’s always ben-
efits for our students to have 
longer instructional time, we 
also know that, as we refer-
enced earlier, it has to be a 
cohesive and holistic approach 
and system,” she said. “Having 
additional instructional time 
will be important, but we’re 
also creating the right condi-
tions for our students.”

https://oregoncapitalchroni-
cle.com/2026/06/17/state-edu-
cation-officials-recommend-re-
pealing-replacing-compulso-
ry-school-attendance-rules/

Oregon Capital Chronicle 
is part of States Newsroom, 
a network of news bureaus 
supported by grants and a coa-
lition of donors as a 501c(3) 
public charity. Oregon Capital 
Chronicle maintains editorial 
independence. Contact Editor 
Lynne Terry for questions: 
info@oregoncapitalchronicle.
com.

Some of the projects being funded by park entrance fees in the D.C. area include repairing 
ornamental fountains, recoating the Lincoln Memorial Reflecting Pool, and covering 
statues in gold leaf., according to the release. (Metro Creative Connection)

Merkley, Wyden press for National Park Service dollars

State education officials recommend repealing, 
replacing compulsory school attendance rules

An empty classroom in Salem. Oregon has some of the highest rates of 
student absenteeism in the country, state data shows and among the 
shortest school years. (Rachel Alexander / Salem Reporter)
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Community members are invited 
to Game Night, from 6 to 8 p.m. 
Thursday, June 25, at the Gleneden 
Beach Community Hall, 110 Azalea, 
in Gleneden Beach.

Come and play your favorite 
game or select a new one from the 
club offerings of board, dice or card 
games.

This is a free event.

The Newport Public 
Library Music Series 
continues with a free live 
performance by inter-
national violinist Justin 
Curry from 12 p.m. to 2 
p.m. Friday, June 27, in 
the Reading Room by the 
fireplace at the library, 
located at 35 NW Nye 
Street.

Known for his dynamic 
blend of classical, jazz, 
fusion, and contemporary 

styles, Curry delivers a 
unique musical expe-
rience that combines 
technical virtuosity with 
modern influences. His 
performances have capti-
vated audiences in cities 
including New York, 
Los Angeles, Tokyo, 
and Osaka, and he has 
appeared at major venues 
and festivals throughout 
the United States and 
Japan.

Beginning his profes-
sional career at age 16, 
Curry has built an inter-
national reputation for 
bringing a fresh, innova-
tive approach to the vio-
lin. Drawing inspiration 
from both classical tra-
dition and contemporary 
genres, his music bridges 
the gap between time-
less artistry and modern 

The Coastal Arts Guild presents US 
@ 250, July 3-5, a Community Mail-Art 
Exhibit at Don and Ann Davis Park, in 
the gazebo, at 840 W Olive Street in 
Newport.

Enjoy diverse art and writing in 
postcard format inspired by the United 
States’ 250th Anniversary. Stop by to 

view the exhibit and create your own on 
site to be displayed. 

Open from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. Friday, 
Saturday, and Sunday. The community is 
invited to join a reception at 3 p.m. on 
July 4, with music from Barbara Turrill 
starting at 4 p.m. 

This event is free and open to all ages.

OREGON COAST 
COUNCIL FOR THE ARTS

Three new murals are 
coming to Newport’s 
bayfront, and the whole 
community is invited 
to be there for the 
unveiling! 

The Oregon Coast 
Council for the Arts 
(OCCA) will host a free 
celebration at Bay Street 
Pier from 2 p.m. to 5 
p.m. Saturday, June 27, 
to mark the installation of 
three new mural panels 
on the US Coast Guard 
retaining wall, each cre-
ated by a local artist.

The project began 
in fall 2025, when the 
original panels on the 
retaining wall were 
removed due to damage. 
OCCA, which manages 
Newport’s public art 
program on behalf of the 
City of Newport, then 
issued an open call for 
local artists to create 
replacements. 

From that call, three 
artists were selected 
– Amy Pattison, Liz 
Birdwell, and Nina 
Rodenhisler. Each of 
these artists resides in 
Newport, and this event 
celebrates their finished 
works.

The afternoon will 
be full of music, food, 
and hands-on creativ-
ity. Jazz trio Pacific 
Standard Time and choral 
ensemble Coastal Voices 
SoundWave will perform. 
Asiatico, the Newport-
based fusion restaurant, 
is catering the event, and 
their adjacent patio will 
remain open for guests 
who’d like to enjoy an 
adult beverage while tak-
ing in the music on the 
pier. Children will have 

Join the City of 
Toledo as we celebrate 
250 years since our 
nation’s Declaration of 
Independence!

Thanks to the gener-
ous support of the Port 
of Toledo, the celebra-
tion will take place at 
Waterfront Park, 127 NW 
A Street, from 11 am. to 
5 p.m. Saturday, July 4.
•	 Live Music
•	 Food Trucks
•	 Family-Friendly 

Games
•	 Free Community 

Raffle
Each attendee will 

receive one raffle ticket 
for a chance to win great 
prizes donated by local 
businesses and organiza-
tions, including:
•	 Dairy Queen
•	 Timbers Restaurant & 

Lounge
•	 Toledo Coffee Depot
•	 Ripley’s Believe It or 

Not!

•	 Boymama Ink Tattoos
•	 Momo’s Food Truck
•	 Cobblestone Pizza
•	 And many more!

Attendees under 18 
must be accompanied 
by an adult to enter the 
raffle. Winners will be 
announced at the end of 
the celebration but do 
not need to be present to 
win.

Support Lincoln 
The annual Grand Fireworks Show is slated for July 11 in Toledo. (Metro 
Creative Connection)

Toledo announces Fourth 
of July celebration

USGS concept sketch. (Ay Pattison)

Celebration for new murals on Newport’s Bayfront

International violinist Justin 
Curry at Newport Library

USGS concept sketch. (Courtesy from Nina Rodanhisler)

USGS concept sketch. (Liz Birdwell)See MURALS, page B2

See LIBRARY, page B2

The Ann Davis Park us located at 840 W Olive Street in Newport. 
(Courtesy photo)

US @ 250 in Newport at Ann Davis Park
Game Night at Gleneden Beach

See TOLEDO, page B2
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Sudoku is a number-placing puzzle 
based on a 9x9 grid with several given 
numbers. 

The object is to place the numbers 1 to 
9 in the empty squares so that each row, 
each column and each 3x3 box contains 
the same number only once. 

Support theseSupport these
Local NonprofitLocal Nonprofit

Community Community 
Organizations!Organizations!

Samaritan House envisions a community 
where all families can live together in 

safe, affordable, and sustainable housing; 
and all generations are able to thrive.

715 SW Bay St., Newport OR 97365
Phone: 541-574-8898

Sam House 
samfamshelter.org501(c)(3) nonprofit organization

Please donate

County Food Share
We’re also collecting 

food donations at the 
raffle table during the 
event. Help us support 
local families by bringing 
a non-perishable food 
donation.

Fireworks Information
The City of Toledo 

continues to allow the 
sale and safe use of legal 
retail fireworks within city 
limits. If you plan to use 
fireworks this year, please 
visit the Oregon State 
Fire Marshal’s website for 
important fireworks safety 
information.

Toledo Summer Festival 
will be selling retail fire-
works June 23 through 

July 5 in the parking lot 
at 1785 Highway 20, 
across from Dairy Queen, 
to help fund the annual 
Grand Fireworks Show on 
Saturday, July 11.

Interested in volun-
teering or participating 
as a food vendor?

Please contact City 
Recorder Paul Johnson at 
paul.johnson@cityofto-
ledo.org.

Stay tuned! We’ll be 
announcing featured 
performers, activities, 
vendors, and additional 
raffle prizes in the coming 
weeks.

Come celebrate 
America’s 250th birthday 
with your friends, family, 
and neighbors in Toledo!

For more information, 
contact the City of Toledo 
at 541-336-2247.

TOLEDO
From Page B1

sound.
The Newport Public 

Library Music Series 
showcases a variety of 
talented musicians and 
performers, offering free 
cultural experiences for 
the community throughout 

the year.
This event is generously 

sponsored by the Newport 
Public Library Foundation 
and the City of Newport. 
Admission is free and 
open to the public.

For more information, 
visit www.newportli-
brary.org or contact the 
Newport Public Library at 
541-265-2153.

LIBRARY
From Page B1

access to art activities. 
The mural celebration is 

a project of the Newport 
Public Arts Advisory 

Committee, managed 
by OCCA on behalf of 
the City of Newport. 
Admission is free and 
open to all. 

For more information, 
visit coastarts.org/events/
mural-celebration

MURALS
From Page B1

Nostalgia draws 
me back

This is the month of 
school graduations, and I 
easily let nostalgia draw 
me back on the slightest 
pretext to my college 
schoolboy days. A new 
release from a classic 
Champagne house brought 
Lady Nostalgia to join me 
at my keyboard tonight.

I think the year was 
1958. A girlfriend and 
classmate of mine in 
the UCLA Theater Arts 
Department was the 
daughter of a professional 
photographer.

Linda often modeled 
for her father. Her family 
kind of took me under 
their collective wing since 
I was a long way from my 
home in Maryland. One 
night when I arrived as a 
guest for dinner at their 
San Fernando home just 
over the hill from campus, 

Linda told me her 
father would be a 
little late.

Richard Miller 
was the still pho-
tographer on the 
set of a movie 
being shot an 
hour south 
in the Hotel 
del Coronado 
below San Diego. At din-
ner he told of showing 
early photos to the film’s 
star that he had taken of 
her back when she was 
an unknown. Miller had 
gotten a picture of her on 
a pulp magazine cover 
back when her name was 
Norma Jean Dougherty, 
but she had a new name 
now as she made the film, 
“Some Like It Hot”...
Marilyn Monroe.

Marilyn would have 
turned 100 years old on 
June 1, 2026, and the dra-
matic label featuring her 
photo over the classic red 
background on a bottle of 

Piper-Heidseick 
Champagne has 
been released to 
honor this event. 
Even in death 
Marilyn is forever 
entwined in the 
lore of this French 

Champagne 
house. Of 
course, the 

Marketing Department 
isn’t going to let us for-
get that in the ‘50s and 
‘60 Marilyn had publicly 
declared, “To Piper, my 
favorite…”.

But let me drop my 
cynicism. How can we 
ignore the allure and 
power of one of the most 
recognizable images in the 
world: Marilyn Monroe. 
And, sure, we can speak 
glowingly of the golden 
color of the wine; the 
apple and pear aromas on 
the nose; and the notes of 
citrus we taste as the tiny 
bubbles cross our palate. 
This bottle, bearing yet 

another striking photo of 
Marilyn, will be a col-
lector’s item that may be 
hard-to-come-by even at 
a cost of more than $70 a 
bottle. I want one.

In addition to 

Piper-Heidsieck’s hom-
age to Marilyn on the 
centennial of her birth, 
the Academy Museum 
of Motion Pictures on 
Wilshire Boulevard in Los 
Angeles has also mounted 

an exhibition to her lumi-
nous image. She would 
have been a hundred years 
old on the first of June, 
2026, but her destiny was 
to remain a sweet/sad, 
forever young vision of 
female glamour. 

Marilyn Monroe was 
36 years old when she 
was found dead of a drug 
over-dose under circum-
stances that left many 
unanswered questions. My 
son, Johan, and his fam-
ily live in Santa Monica 
and I would like to go 
down to visit him. We 
could pop a bottle of the 
Piper-Heidsieck, go to the 
Academy Museum exhibit 
and even visit the Getty 
Museum near UCLA 
where my late photg-
rapher friend, Richard 
Miller’s photographs are 
a part of their permanent 
collection.

Cheers!
Joseph Swafford 

jcswaff56@gmail.com

Tayla Stevenson, of 
Toledo, has been named 
to the Spring 2026 Dean’s 
List at Pacific University 
in Forest Grove, Oregon. 
The Dean’s List recog-
nizes undergraduate stu-
dents in Pacific’s College 

of Undergraduate Studies 
who earn a grade-point 
average of at least 3.70 
and complete 12 or more 
graded hours.

Oregon’s Opportunity 
University, Pacific 
University is Washington 

County, Oregon’s only 
comprehensive university, 
offering over 50 under-
graduate majors and 28 
graduate and professional 
degrees. 

With over 175 years of 
helping students discover 

their purpose, Pacific 
inspires its 3,400 students 
to think, care, create, 
and pursue justice in the 
world. It is described 
as the No. 1 private 
research institution in the 
Northwest.

OREGON COAST COUNCIL 
FOR THE ARTS

Registration is now 
open for Wild Stage 
Camp, a new summer 
youth offering from 
Oregon Coast Council 
for the Arts. Designed for 
students entering the 3rd, 
4th, 5th, or 6th grade as 
of Fall 2026, the program 
will run July 20-24, at 
the Newport Visual Arts 
Center (777 NW Beach 
Drive).

Led by camp director 
and teaching artist Jaime 
Lee Hart, the week-long 
camp explores theater, 
music, dance, cardboard 
creation, and playful 
nature exploration against 
the backdrop of the area’s 

ocean views. The curric-
ulum is open to all skill 
levels, and no previous 
acting or musical experi-
ence is required.

Hart brings 30 years 
of experience teach-
ing dance, theater, and 
music. She acts in local 
stage productions and 
performs as a vocalist, 
composer, and ukulele 
player with her band, 
Your Song My Song. Her 
instruction utilizes live 
performance, puppetry, 
and comedy to inspire 
social and environmental 
responsibility.

This week-long day 
camp runs from 10 am 
to 1 pm, Monday-Friday. 
Tuition for the program 
is $200, and registration 

is limited to 25 students. 
For more information 
or to register a student, 
visit coastarts.org/events/
wild-stage-camp

Oregon Coast Council 
for the Arts is a 501(c)(3) 

non-profit organization 
developing, promoting, 
and celebrating commu-
nity arts on the Oregon 
Coast. 

Learn more at www.
coastarts.org

Joseph Swafford

SWAFFORD ON WINE

Courtesy photo

Jaime Lee Hart. (Courtesy photo)

Summer day camp to be ‘wildy creative’

Pacific University serves its communities through campuses in Forest Grove and Hillsboro, 
healthcare clinics throughout the Portland area and through 34,000 alumni pursuing lives of purpose 
globally. (Courtesy photo)

Toledo student makes Dean’s List
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* With purchase of a new Safe Step Stairli� . Not applicable with any previous stairli�  purchase. O� er available 
while supplies last. No cash value. Must present o� er at time of purchase. Not available in every state. Expires 

12/31/26. CSLB 1082165, NSCB 0083445, 13VH11096000, CGC1537181, ROC 312990, CCB 244331, SAFESS-
W784PS, PA127501, MHIC 134223, TN 5887, RL.884533, RBB.49248, UT 13229623-5501
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MISC SERVICES

Audien Hearing. The 
world’s first hearing 
aid with touchscreen 
controls. No tiny but-
tons, apps or prescrip-
tions. 45-day risk free 
trial. Free shipping. 
Lifetime support. More 
than 1.5 million happy 
customers. Call Audi-
en 1-844-387-1163.

DIRECTV OVER IN-
TERNET Get your fa-
vorite live TV, sports 
and local channels. 
99% signal reliabil-
ity! CHOICE Pack-
age, $84.99/mo for 
12 months. HBO Max 
and Premium Chan-
nels included for 3 
mos (w/CHOICE 
Package or higher.) 
No annual contract, 
no hidden fees! Some 
restrictions apply. Call 
IVS 1-855-602-2009.

DIVORCE $130. 
Complete preparation. 
Includes children, cus-
tody, support, property 
and bills division. No 
court appearances. 
Divorced in 1-5 weeks 
possible. 503-772-
5295. www.parale-
galalternatives.com 
legalalt@msn.com.

Donate your car, truck, 
boat, RV and more to 
support our veterans! 
Schedule a FAST, 
FREE vehicle pickup 
and receive a top tax 
deduction! Call Vet-
eran Car Donations 
at 1-866-695-9265 
today!

FreedomCare. Let 
your loved ones care 
for you and get paid!\~ 
Paid by Medicaid. 

Choose family or 
friends as your paid 
caregiver. Check your 
eligibility today! Call 
FreedomCare now! 
1-855-994-1589.

Get a break on your 
taxes! Donate your 
car, truck, or SUV to 
assist the blind and 
visually impaired. Ar-
range a swift, no-cost 
vehicle pickup and 
secure a generous tax 
credit for 2025. Call 
Heritage for the Blind 
Today at 1-844-533-
9173 today!

Get Boost Infinite! Un-
limited Talk, Text and 
Data For Just $25/mo! 
The Power Of 3 5G 
Networks, One Low 
Price! Call Today and 
Get The Latest iPhone 
Every Year On Us! 
844-955-3417.

Get DISH Satellite 
TV + Internet! Free 
Install, Free HD-DVR 
Upgrade, 80,000 
On-Demand Movies, 
Plus Limited Time Up 
To $600 In Gift Cards. 
Call Today! 1-866-
373-9175.

Jacuzzi Bath Remodel 
can install a new, cus-
tom bath or shower in 
as little as one day. For 
a limited time, waiving 
ALL installation costs! 
Additional terms apply. 
Subject to change and 
vary by dealer. (Offer 
ends 12/27/26.) Call 
1-855-341-5268.

No more cleaning out 
gutters. Guaranteed! 
LeafFilter is backed by 
a no-clog guarantee 
and lifetime transfer-
rable warranty. Call 
today 1-855-536-8838 
to schedule a FREE 
inspection and no ob-
ligation estimate. Get 
15% off your entire 
order. Plus, Military & 
Seniors get an addi-
tional 10% off. Limited 
time only. Restrictions 
apply, see representa-
tive for warranty and 
offer details.

Portable Oxygen Con-
centrator May Be Cov-
ered by Medicare! Re-
claim independence 
and mobility with the 
compact design and 
long-lasting battery of 
Inogen One. Free in-
formation kit! Call 855-
839-0752.

Prepare for power 
outages today with a 
Generac Home Stand-
by Generator. Act now 
to receive a FREE 
5-Year warranty with 
qualifying purchase. 
Call 1-877-557-1912 
today to schedule a 
free quote. It’s not just 
a generator. It’s a pow-
er move.

The bathroom of your 
dreams in as little as 
1 day. Limited Time 
Offer - $1000 off or 
No Payments and No 
Interest for 18 months 
for customers who 
qualify. BCI Bath & 
Shower. Many options 
available. Quality ma-
terials & professional 
installation. Senior 
& Military Discounts 
Available. Call Today! 
1-844-847-9778.

We buy 8,000 cars a 
week. Sell your old, 
busted or junk car with 
no hoops, haggles or 
headaches. Sell your 
car to Peddle. Easy 
three step process. In-
stant offer. Free pick-
up. Fast payment. Call 
1-855-980-4382.

YMT Vacations. Over 
50 guided tours avail-
able. Affordable, social 
and stress-free travel 
designed for mature 
travelers. Our tours 
include accommoda-
tions, transportation, 
baggage handling, 
sightseeing, entrance 
fees, a professional 
Tour Director and se-
lect meals. For a limit-
ed time SAVE $250 on 
all tours. Call YMT to-
day. 1-866-335-3689.

800
RENTALS

HOUSES AND 
APARTMENTS 

FOR RENT.
5 4 1 - 2 6 5 - 2 4 0 0 , 
M-F/10-4. assur-
ance-realtor.com

ADVANTAGE REAL 
ESTATE

Find all listed MLS 
property by All Offices 
on our Website! 541-
265-2200 Advantage-
RealEstate.com

999
PUBLIC NOTICES

LCL26-324 IN THE 
COUNTY COURT 

OF THE STATE OF 
OREGON FOR THE 

COUNTY OF LINCOLN
Probate Department 
Case No. 26PB05222 
NOTICE TO INTEREST-
ED PERSONS In the 
Matter of the Estate of 
MARLA JO WORMAN, 
Deceased. NOTICE IS 
HEREBY GIVEN that 
Arthur Worman has been 
appointed as the person-
al representative Of the 
above estate. All persons 
having claims against 
the estate are required 
to present them to the 
undersigned attorney for 
the personal represen-
tative at 9600 NE Cas-
cades Pkwy., Ste. 300, 
Portland, OR 97220, 
within four months after 
the date of first publica-
tion of this notice, or the 
claims may be barred. 
All persons whose rights 
may be affected by the 
proceedings may obtain 
additional information 
from the records of 
the Court, the person-
al representative, or the 
attorney for the person-
al representative. Dated 
and first published on: 
June 24, 2026. George A. 
McCoy, OSB No. 101256, 
Warren Allen LLP, Attor-
neys for Personal Rep-
resentative, 9600 NE 
Cascades Pkwy., Ste. 
300, Portland, OR 97220 
Telephone: 503-255-
8795 Fax: 503-255-8836 
E-mail: mccoy@warrenal-
len.com 6/24/26

LCL26-325 NOTICE IS 
HEREBY GIVEN

that the Port of New-
port claims a lien in the 
amount claimed below, 
pursuant to ORS87.152, 
for the reasonable and 
agreed charges for labor 
and materials, storage 
or services provided at 
the request of the owner 

or lawful possessor of 
the following described 
personal property: Per-
sonal property: Venus; 
Official number: 650668; 
Reputed owner: Micah 
Bicker; Last known 
address: 9536 SE Win-
sor Drive, Portland, OR 
97222; Security interest 
holder: None; Amount of 
claim of lien: $16,932.65 
(which includes storage 
of property and accrued 
late charges until sale 
date, and costs of lien 
foreclosure). The Port of 
Newport has retained 
the property for at least 
60 days from the date 
when the charges for ser-
vices provided were due. 
Notice is hereby given 
that unless the lien is 
paid prior to the date set 
forth for sale below, said 
property will be sold to 
the highest bidder. The 
successful bidder must 
pay 10% of the bid price 
in cash or certified check 
immediately upon being 
declared the successful 
bidder. The balance of 
the bid price is to be paid 
in cash or certified check 
within 24 business hours 
of offering the success-
ful bid. The lien claimant 
may bid part or all of the 
lien amount claimed, plus 
storage and foreclosure 
sale expenses, which 
will be an offset against 
the lien amount. Mini-
mum bid is $5,396.72. 
Bids accepted until: July 
01, 2026. Email bids to: 
mbrown@portofnewport.

com OR drop bid off at: 
Port of Newport, 600 S.E. 
Bay Blvd., Newport, OR 
97365. Bid forms can 
be found online at www.
portofnewport.com or at 
the address listed above. 
The sale of the proper-
ty will be “as is, where 
is” and there are no rep-
resentations by the lien 
claimant as to the condi-
tion of the property or its 
title. Any person wishing 
to inspect the property 
prior to the sale may do 
so during normal busi-
ness hours, by contact-
ing the Harbormaster at 
541-270-5557. 6/24/26

LCL26-326 IN THE 
CIRCUIT COURT 

OF THE STATE OF 
OREGON; FOR 

THE COUNTY OF 
LINCOLN; PROBATE 

DEPARTMENT;
In the Matter of the 
Estate of WOODROW 
AUGUSTUS CROOK, 
JR., Deceased; Case No. 
26PB05244; NOTICE TO 
INTERESTED PERSONS. 
NOTICE IS HEREBY 
GIVEN that Judith Cul-
ver has been appointed 
personal representative. 
All persons having claims 
against the estate are 
required to present them, 
with vouchers attached, 
to the undersigned per-
sonal representative at 
PO Box 781, Corvallis, 
Oregon 97339, within 
four months after the 
date of first publication 

of this notice, or the 
claims may be barred. 
All persons whose rights 
may be affected by the 
proceedings may obtain 
additional information 
from the records of the 
court, the personal repre-
sentative, or the attorney 
for the personal repre-
sentative, Alexander 
J. Brookes, Evashevski 
Elliott PC, PO Box 781, 
Corvallis, OR 97339. 
Dated and first published 
on June 24, 2026. Judith 
Culver, Personal Repre-
sentative 6/24/26

LCL26-327 SELF-
STORAGE PUBLIC 

SALE
On Tuesday 7/14/26 end-
ing 12:05pm auction will 
be held online at Storag-
eTreasures.com by Safe 
& Sound Storage 833 
NE 3rd St Newport OR 
97365 for unit A6-Cooper 
Smith 6/24/26 7/1/26

LCL26-328 IN THE 
CIRCUIT COURT 

OF THE STATE OF 
OREGON FOR THE 

COUNTY OF LINCOLN
PROBATE DEPART-
MENT ESTATE OF 
ANNA NAOMI KELLEY, 
DECEASED CASE No. 
26PB05362 NOTICE TO 
INTERESTED PERSONS 
Notice is given pur-
suant to ORS 113.155 
that Travis H. Kelley has 
been appointed person-
al representative of the 
above estate. All persons 

having claims against 
the estate are required 
to present them within 
four (4) months after the 
date of publication of this 
Notice, or their claims 
may be barred. Claims 
are to be presented at the 
address of the attorney 
for the personal repre-
sentative, set forth below. 
All persons whose rights 
may be affected by this 
estate proceeding may 
obtain additional infor-
mation from the records 
of the Circuit Court, the 
personal representative, 
or Jeffrey C. Hollen, 
attorney for the person-
al representative. Date 
of publication: June 24, 
2026. Jeffrey C. Hollen, 
OSB #761757 Attorney 
for the Personal Repre-
sentative 541-574-1630 
P. O. Box 1167 615 SW 
Hurbert Street, Suite A 
Newport, OR 97365 Per-
sonal Representative Tra-
vis H. Kelley 1806 NW 
Morse Way Waldport, 
OR 97394 541-905-7763 
6/24/26

LCL26-329 REQUEST 
FOR PROPOSALS 

The Devils Lake Water 
Improvement District 
(District) is proposing 
to dredge up to 2,000 
cubic yards of accumu-
lated sediment from the 
lower (west) end of Devils 
Lake in Lincoln City, Ore-
gon to improve natural 
ows through the area, 
maintain ood control and 

Classifieds • 541-265-8571

Sell your household items.
Sell your vehicles. 
Sell or rent your homes.

Sell your business.
Sell your goods.
Sell your services.

150
MISC SERVICES

104
LANDSCAPING

902
HOMES FOR SALE
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567 N Coast Hwy, Newport • 541-265-8785
Alex

Underhill

Doretta
Smith

Jack
Whaley

Connie
Whaley

Cheryl
Swan

Diana
Abbott

Sonja
Lovas

Mike
Burkhard

Vicki
Strauss

Steve
Lovas

Hidi
Cortes

OPEN 7 DAYS 
A WEEK

Chantelle
Charpentier

Se habla español

We are hiring! Martek is growing 
our team along the Oregon 

Coast. Call us today!

See all MLS Listings & Previous Sales 
at: MartekRealEstate.com

NEW LISTINGS:
$335,000 - 380 E Graham Street 

Newly updated home in Toledo
$575,000 - 715 SW Hurbert St, Newport 
Commercial Building w/ Hwy 101 Visibility

$549,000 - 318 SE 127th Dr, South Beach 
NEW 3-Bed/2-Bath Home in Lost Creek
$455,000 - 409 NE 4th St, Newport 

3-Bed/2-Bath close to schools

150
MISC SERVICES

999
PUBLIC NOTICES

Freddy Saxton
Broker Owner,  

e-PRO, CRS, GRI, C2EX

Barbara Le Pine 
Broker, AHWD, 

C2EX

K. Scarlett Kier
Broker, CRS, 
GRI, C2EX

Randy Olsen
Broker

Elise Jordan
Broker

Marilyn Grove
Broker, AHWD, 

C2EX, ABR

Bonnie Saxton
Broker Owner, 
CRB, CRS, GRI

Joan Davies
Broker

Wendy Becker
Broker, ABR

Shelly Heim
Broker

Jessica 
Hawkes
Broker

Arjen Sundman
Broker

Tim Myrick
Broker, GRI 

541-265-2200
205 E. Olive Street

Newport, OR  97365

Levi Grove, 
Broker

LISTINGS & SALES are on our website! www.AdvantageRealEstate.com

Conveniently Located in town with a full remodel in 2007. This single 
level home offers 3-bedrooms, which includes two suites, one with a 
step-in shower, three full baths and a convenient laundry closet. Spacious 
concept living area. Deck overlooks easy-care yard. Plenty of parking and 
a nice garden shed.
26-1646 / Toledo ...................................................... $439,000

Ocean Views, sunsets, mature landscaping, + access to beach make this 
1,260sf coastal retreat far more than just a home. Inside, you’ll find a 
unique kitchen featuring a gas cooktop w/an electric oven. The wood-
burning fireplace has a convenient gas starter. Heated two-car garage & 
additional updates.
26-1668 / Seal Rock .................................................. $519,000

Alsea Riverfront Cottage offers a surreal & comforting setting w/sounds 
of the rhythmic river, views, decks, plus prime salmon fishing off your 
own deepwater dock. This 1BR, 1BA sits on 0.33 acre with a covered deck 
overlooking the river. Great opportunity for your own personal retreat or 
possibly a rental.
LC-104927 / Tidewater ..............................................  $269,000

Escape To A Tranquil oceanfront retreat at The Inn at Otter Crest! This 1/4 
share, private 2-bedroom, 2.5-bath loft condo offers a week of paradise 
every month. Living room and large balcony provide front row seats to 
migrating whales and sweeping ocean views! High quality furnishings in 
condo!
LC-105245 / Otter Crest ................................................ $73,000

NEW LISTING NEW LISTING

Beautiful Gently Sloping SE facing 6.14 acres, just 3 miles in from beach. 
Horse Stable/Barn w/round pen. Built in 2021 by CP Carlson Builders. Stables 
include 6 horse stalls & heated tack room. Tractor & trailer not included but 
negotiable. Buyers must verify feasibility for single-family residence.
LC-103184 / Waldport ................................................ $285,000

Beautiful Custom home, on 2 lots, w/bay, bridge, & ocean views. Reverse 
floor plan, extra-large heated garage. Driveway to both levels w/portico on 
upper. Main floor features a spacious great room w/wall of windows, gas 
fireplace, & open kitchen. Two en-suite bedrooms, New roof & recent repairs.
26-1710 / Newport .................................................. $1,100,000

NEW LISTING
Henry Weiss

Broker

Carlos Garcia 
Landscaping Service

Free Estimates
Please call/text Carlos,

541-272-4918

We offer high 
quality services all 
year round, major 

yard cleanup, edge 
trimming, lawn 

mowing, blackberry 
removal/cleanup, 

bark dust installation, 
clean gutters, lay 

up new soil, mulch, 
gravel, clean up

PACIFIC CITY JOINT 
WATER-SANITARY 

AUTHORITY
OPEN POSITION 

ANNOUNCEMENT

WATER/WASTEWATER 
OPERATOR-IN-TRAINING
PCJWSA currently has a job opening for 
the position of Operator-in-Training. The 
successful applicant will become part of 
a team providing water and wastewater 

services to residents of Pacific City/Woods, 
Oregon.  

This is a full-time, hourly position with a 
monthly salary range of $3,890 - $5,188 

DOE plus excellent benefits.  Application 
forms and additional information about 

benefits, job duties, and minimum 
qualifications for this position are available 

online at www.pcjwsa.com.

Send completed application and resume to 
PCJWSA, PO Box 520, Pacific City, OR 97135 

or email to  rdeloe@pcjwsa.com. 
 Position open until filled.  

PCJWSA is an Equal Opportunity Employer.

750
MISC FOR SALE

750
MISC FOR SALE

3 BDR/2 BA
Home for Rent

Centrally located 
in Lincoln City 
w/Oceanview

$2000 mo, deposit 
& references 

required. No pets, 
no smoking.

Available July 26
503-338-9689 H2

85
99
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debris accumulation, 
and restore safe navi-
gation and recreational 
uses to the west (lower) 
end of the lake adjacent 
to Hostetler Park. The 
proposed dredge prism 
measures approximately 
1.08 acre (47,200 square 
feet) in total area, with 
accumulated sediment 
depths ranging from 0.5 
to 2 feet. The proposed 
leave surface (i.e., verti-
cal limit of dredging) is 
approximately 10.8 feet. 
The full Request for Pro-
posal may be obtained 
from, and questions 
posed to: Boone Marker, 
District Manager Devils 
Lake Water Improvement 
District 4006 NE West 
Devils Lake Rd. Lincoln 
City, OR 97367 Tele-
phone: (541) 994-5330 
Email: lake.manager@
DLWID.org Proposals will 
be received by the Dis-
trict until closing at 5:00 
p.m., on July 6, 2026. 
Responses received 
after this time will be 
rejected as non-respon-
sive. Proposers shall 
submit proposals in a 
sealed opaque envelope, 
plainly marked “Proposal 
for Dredging Services” 
Attention: Boone Mark-
er, at the above address. 
Faxed and emailed pro-
posals will be rejected as 
non-responsive. 6/24/26 
7/1/26

LCL26-322 LINCOLN 
CITY STORAGE,

3796 SE Hwy 101, Lin-
coln City, Or. 97367, 
541-996-3555. The fol-
lowing unit will be sold at 
Public Auction Starting 
7/7/2026 at 9:00am End-
ing 7/14/2026 at 9:00am 

for non-payment of rent 
and other fees. Auction 
to be pursuant to Auc-
tion Rules and Proce-
dures for Truax Holdings. 
Rules are available at the 
facility office. All bidding 
will take place ONLINE 
at bid13.com Unit# D526 
Steven Kendzior Unit# 
H734 Michael Wilson 
Unit# LG35 Shane Row-
ley 6/17/26 6/24/26

LCL26-314 NOTICE 
OF THE GREATER 

TOLEDO POOL 
RECREATION 

DISTRICT BUDGET 
COMMITTEE MEETING 
A public meeting of the 
Budget Committee of 
the Greater Toledo Pool 
Recreation District, Lin-
coln County, State of 
Oregon, to discuss the 
budget for the fiscal year 
July 1, 2026 to June 30, 
2027, will be held at the 
Toledo Public Library 
meeting room, 173 NW 
7th, Toledo, OR 97391. 
The meeting will take 
place on Tuesday June 
16, 2026, at 6:00pm. The 
purpose of the meeting 
is to receive the budget 
message and to receive 
comments from the pub-
lic on the budget. This is 
a public meeting where 
deliberation of the Bud-
get Committee will take 
place. Any person may 
appear at the meeting 
and discuss the pro-
posed programs with the 
Budget Committee. The 
committee members are 
Jim Chambers, Robin 
Johnson, Susan Lockler, 
Ron Manning along with 
the GTPRD Directors; 
Roy Kinion, Kay Cham-

bers, Rachael Wallace, 
Peter Vince, and Amanda 
Hockema. A copy of the 
budget document may 
be inspected or obtained 
on or after July 1, 2026, 
at 174 NW 7th, Toledo, 
OR, between the hours 
of 9:00 a.m. and 6:00 
p.m. 6/17/26 6/24/26

LCL26-297 IN THE 
CIRCUIT COURT 

OF THE STATE OF 
OREGON FOR THE 

COUNTY OF LINCOLN
Case No. 26CV08261 
GEORGE CADENA, 
Plaintiff, v. KATHRYN 
ASMUS; DENISON 
SURVEYING, INC., an 
Oregon corporation dis-
solved August 24, 2015; 
WAUNETA F. KNAPP, 
also known as JUANI-
TA KNAPP, also known 
as JUANITA CORDOVA, 
deceased; THE HEIRS 
AND DEVISEES OF 
WAUNETA F. KNAPP, 
also known as JUANI-
TA KNAPP, also known 
as JUANITA CORDO-
VA, deceased; and ALL 
OTHER PERSONS OR 
PARTIES UNKNOWN 
CLAIMING ANY RIGHT, 
TITLE, ESTATE, LIEN, OR 
INTEREST IN THE REAL 
PROPERTY DESCRIBED 
HEREIN, Defendants. 
SUMMONS BY PUBLI-
CATION TO THE DEFEN-
DANTS: • Wauneta F. 
Knapp, also known as 
Juanita Knapp and Juan-
ita Cordova, if living or 
deceased; • The heirs 
and devisees of Waune-
ta F. Knapp, also known 
as Juanita Knapp and 
Juanita Cordova; and 
• All other persons or 
parties unknown claim-

ing any right, title, estate, 
lien, or interest in the 
real property described 
herein. YOU ARE HERE-
BY REQUIRED to appear 
and defend the Com-
plaint filed against you in 
the above-entitled action 
within 30 days from the 
date of first publication 
of this Summons, and in 
the event you fail to do 
so, Plaintiff will apply to 
the Court for the relief 
demanded in the Com-
plaint. This action con-
cerns title to real prop-
erty located in Lincoln 
County, Oregon, com-
monly referred to as the 
Knapp Parcel, identified 
as Map & Tax Lot 11-11-
32-D0-01400-00, Asses-
sor Account R456548. 
The object of the Com-
plaint is to quiet title in 
the subject property and 
determine all adverse 
claims, interests, liens, 
or estates therein. 
NOTICE TO DEFEN-
DANT: READ THESE 
PAPERS CAREFULLY. 
You must “appear” in this 
case or the other side 
will win automatically. To 
“appear,” you must file 
with the Court a legal 
paper called a “motion” 
or “answer.” The 
“motion” or “answer” 
must be given to the 
Court Clerk or Admin-
istrator within 30 days 
along with the required 
filing fee. It must also 
be served on Plaintiff at 
the address designat-
ed below. DATED this 
10 day of June, 2026. 
George Cadena Plaintiff, 
Pro Se 408 NW 8th St 
#A Newport, OR 97365 
6/10/26 6/17/26 6/24/26 
7/1/26
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WILL LOHRE
Lincoln County Leader

School’s out for sum-
mer, and while the stu-
dents have been out of 
the classroom for a cou-
ple of weeks, it’s never 
too late to talk about the 
recognition they received 
for their work at Newport 
High School this season. 

At Newport, success 
off the field or track is 
as important as compet-
ing out there, and this 
spring, the Cubs saw that 
commitment rewarded 
with several of the Cubs’ 
squad finishing inside 
the top 10 for OSAA’s 
Academic All-State 
rankings. 

The girls’ track and 
field team was one of 
the top academic teams 
in the state, finishing 
with the second-highest 
GPA in their classifica-
tion. The Cubs posted an 
excellent mark of 3.82, 

just .03 behind Marist 
Catholic. The girls’ track 
team also received rec-
ognition for OSAA All-
State. Junior Alexandra 
Curtis earned honorable 
mention status for a 4th 
place finish in the 1500 
meter and a 6th place 
finish in the 3000 meter. 
Also receiving honorable 
mention plaudits were 
junior Mysti Ferguson, 
who took 6th place in 
the discus, and senior 
Kaylani Kittel ended 7th 
in the 300m hurdles. 

For the boys golf 
squad, they were doing 
better than just par for 
the course. They finished 
third among all 4A golf 
programs with a GPA of 
3.66, making them one of 
the top performers in the 
classroom in Oregon. 

On the softball field, 
the Cubs also placed in 
the top five academically. 
The softball team was 
sharp in the classroom as 

well as at the plate, fin-
ishing fourth in OSAA’s 
Academic All-State 
Qualifiers with a 3.77 
GPA. 

In track and field, the 
boys were represented 
among the top all-state 
athletes and in Academic 
All-State. The boys 
took fifth as a team for 
the academic plaudits, 
posting a team GPA of 
3.67. Meanwhile, senior 
Aaidyn Bokuro was a 
first-team athlete thanks 
to his state champion-
ships in the triple and 
long jump. Junior Avery 
Chandler also ended the 
season among some of 
the top track athletes in 
4A, finishing with an 
honorable mention in 
the 3000m (where he 
finished 6th) and the 
1500m (where he took 
5th).

The final team to finish 
in the top 10 of Oregon’s 
Academic All-State was 

the baseball team, which 
earned its spot at #10 
with a GPA of 3.42. On 
the field, the team ben-
efited from the fantastic 
play of junior Collin 

Fierro, who was named 
to the Third Team All-
State for his hard work in 
the infield this season. 

For the Cubs, the 
spring season has been 

about so much more 
than just playing hard; 
they also made a habit 
of matching their phys-
ical work with mental 
fortitude.

The baseball team rounded out Newport’s academic achievers with a GPA 
of 3.42, good for 10th. 

Newport receives academic, athletic All-State recognitions
The girls Track and Field team took second in OSAA’s Academic All State, 
with a GPA of 3.82. (Courtesy photos)

The Boys Golf team members weren’t just reading the greens. They took 
third academically among all 4A golf programs with a GPA of 3.66.

The Cubs’ softball team took fourth in OSAA’s Academic All State with a 
GPA of 3.77. 

The Cubs didn’t just perform well on at Hayward Field. The boys finished 
fifth with a GPA of 3.67.

WILL LOHRE
Lincoln County Leader 

The Taft Tigers had a 
magical season this year, 
finishing with an aston-
ishing 28-2 record and 
taking second in the 3A 
State Championships. 

With so much team 
success, it should come 
as no surprise that Taft 
had many individuals 
who received All-League 
and All-State awards for 
their contributions this 
season! 

A huge part of Taft’s 
success this season was 
the play of senior Zack 
Hankins. The south 
paw was one of the 
best players in Oregon 
baseball this season, and 
his play on the hill for 
the Tigers was crucial. 
Hankins was named 3A 
Pitcher of the Year and 
First Team All-State for 
his efforts. During Taft’s 
playoff run, Hankins 
started three of Taft’s 

four games, striking out 
29 batters compared to 
just six hits. On the sea-
son, he struck out 158 of 
the 270 batters he faced, 
giving up just 21 hits. 

Hankins was also 
a standout offensive 
player for the Tigers, 
driving in both runs in 
their 2-1 win against 
Warrenton in the semi-
finals. According to 
stats on MaxPreps, 
Hankins led the Tigers 
in batting average (.400), 
hits (36), doubles (11), 
stolen bases (24), runs 
(35), and home runs (3). 
Hankins will continue 
to hone his craft on the 
University of Oregon’s 
baseball team next 
season. 

Also named to the 
3A Baseball First Team 
All-State was sophomore 
catcher Callen Ward. Not 
only was Ward a rock 
behind the plate, but 
he was also one of the 
engines of the offense 

when he stepped up to 
it. Ward was second for 
Taft in batting percent-
age (.366) and led the 
team in on-base percent-
age (.544). He led the 
team in RBIs with 29 
while achieving those 
numbers on 30 hits. 
Ward also proved him-
self to be a power hitter 
for the Tigers, recording 
two home runs, two tri-
ples, and five doubles. 
As just a sophomore, 

there are some exciting 
days for Ward ahead.

The final Taft player 
to be named as one of 
the best in the state was 
sophomore Lonnie West. 
West was another major 
plus for the Tigers on 
the mound this season. 
West had a sterling 8-0 
record on the mound for 
the Tigers, and he struck 
out 98 batters while 
giving up just 23 hits. 
Offensively, West was 

a consistent performer 
for Taft, racking up 26 
hits, 16 RBI, and an 
impressive .333 batting 
average. He figures to be 
an important piece for 
the Tigers in the coming 
seasons. 

In Special District 
3, there were even 
more Tigers who were 
rewarded for their efforts 
in Taft’s 13-1 league sea-
son. Head Coach Dustin 
Hankins was named 

Coach of the Year, and 
Zack Hankins earned 3A 
Special District 3 Pitcher 
of the Year honors. 

Other Tiger players 
receiving recognition 
with 3A Special District 
3 All-League Awards 
were:

1st Team
•	 Senior Zack Hankins
•	 Sophomore Lonnie 

West 
•	 Sophomore Callen 

Ward
•	 Sophomore Alejandro 

Hernandez
2nd Team

•	 Freshman Hayden 
Weiss

•	 Freshman James Tolan
•	 Honorable Mention
•	 Sophomore Levi 

Lillebo
•	 Sophomore Hunter 

Hanson
•	 Senior Logan Lovell

With the Tigers hit-
ting such high highs this 
year, it’s no wonder they 
were heavily featured 
during award season.

The 2025-2026 Taft Tigers will go down in program history for their 
sensational 28-2 season. (Courtesy photo)

Taft’s historic baseball team’s individual awards
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