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OCATT Center
construction update

STAFF REPORT
Lincoln County Leader

Work is accelerating
at the Oregon Coast
Advanced Technology
& Trades (OCATT) site
at the Oregon Coast
Community College
Newport campus.

Crews finished pouring
the final section of the
building’s concrete slab in
early August, and exterior
walls are now going up
alongside the building’s
glulam columns — the
sturdy wood beams that
will support its roof struc-
ture. Siding and roofing

are on track for October,
after which work will
shift indoors, with the
building ready for equip-
ment move-in by March
2027 and full completion
in June 2027, according
to a social media post.
Other bond-funded
improvements are wrap-
ping up across campus:
HVAC and security
upgrades at the North and
Central campuses, roof
and interior work at North
Center, and floor and
lighting improvements
in the Aquarium Science

See UPDATE, page A7

-

On May 21, 2024, voters in Lincoln County approved a bond measure
referred by OCCC to build a center for trades education and update
and upgrade existing college facilities. This flyover shows work at the

Newport campus. (Courtesy photo)

Summer tourism figures show ‘strong signal’

JEREMY C. RUARK
Lincoln County Leader

ourism is a lead-
ing economic
driver in Lincoln

County.

Visitor spending drives
millions in local transient
lodging taxes and state
shared revenues, helping
fund community services
and local infrastructure.
Total Spending amounts
to over $1 billion annu-
ally on the Central Coast
alone, contributing to
the broader $2.5+ billion
total annual economy of
the entire Oregon Coast,
according to Travel
Oregon.

The latest summer 2026
visitor counts dipped
slightly in Lincoln City
compared to the summer
of 2025, but Explore
Lincoln City Director
Kim Fielding Cooper
classifies the numbers as
a “strong signal.”

“Average overnight
lodging occupancy rates
for the summer months
(end of May through late
August) have been 76.6%

See TOURISM, page A6

Simple walks searching for shells along the beach are part of the tourism draw along the Central
Oregon Coast. (Courtesy from Explore Lincoln City)

Police focus on school bus safety

JEREMY C. RUARK
Lincoln County Leader

Police and sheriff’s dep-
uties in Lincoln County
continue to enforce traffic
safety laws, including
focusing on impaired driv-
ers, and as we head into
a new school year, bus
safety.

The Lincoln City Police
department (LCDP) just
wrapped up a holiday
DUII Enforcement over
the Labor Day Holiday.
Patrol officers are now
focusing on school bus
safety enforcement. To

Ll

gain insight into the
DUII enforcement results
and what we can expect
during the next few
months in school bus
safety efforts, the Lincoln
County Leader reached
out to LCPD Patrol Sgt.
Erik Anderson.

Lincoln County
Leader: What are the
results from the Labor
Day Holiday DUII
Enforcement? How many

SEPTEMBER 26 @ 7:30PM
& SEPTEMBER 27 @ 2:00PM

NEWPORT SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA

SIREN SONG

citations issued and what
for?

Erik Anderson: During
the Labor Day DUII High
Visibility Enforcement
period Officers partaking
in grant hours conducted
15 traffic stops for mov-
ing violations over about
7 hours of extra enforce-
ment. Only one citation
was issued to a driver

See SAFETY, page A6

Lincoln City Police officers are focusing on
school bus safety enforcement. (Jeremy C.
Ruark / Lincoln County Leader)
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Newport to
host first-

ever' State
of the City

Address

STAFF REPORT
Lincoln County Leader

The City of Newport
will host its first-ever
State of the City address
on Tuesday, Sept. 22,
beginning at 5:30 p.m.
at the Performing Arts
Center, located at 777 W.
Olive St. in Newport.

The address will be led
by Newport Mayor Jan
Kaplan, Newport City
Council members, and
Newport City Manager
Nina Vetter.

“The State of the City
is an opportunity to
reflect on where Newport
has been, where we are
today and where we are
headed,” City Manager
Nina Vetter said. “We
look forward to bringing
our community together
and sharing what we have
accomplished, and how
we are preparing for the
future.”

The inaugural event
will give community
members an opportunity
to hear directly from
City leadership about
Newport’s progress and
accomplishments, key
initiatives and ongoing
efforts to strengthen the
community, the chal-
lenges Newport faces,
and the City’s priorities
for the years ahead,
according to a release
from the city.

Following the address,
the city will host a
reception until 7 p.m.
Attendees are invited to
stay, connect with fellow
community members and
city representatives, and
continue the conversation.

The event is free and
open to all community
members.

e WHAT: Newport State
of the City Address

* WHEN: Tuesday, Sept.
22 at 5:30 p.m.

* RECEPTION:
Following the address,
until 7 p.m.

e WHERE: Performing
Arts Center, 777 W.
Olive St., Newport,
Ore.

* WHO: All community
members are invited

NEWPORT

OREGON

CELEBRATING 20 YEARS :“o
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Weather

Wednesday: High-70/Low-52
Partly Cloudy

Thursday: High-64/Low-54
Mostly Sunny

Friday: High-63/Low-51
AM Clouds/PM Sun
Saturday: High-63/Low-51
AM Fog/PM Sun

Sunday: High-64/Low-52
Partly Cloudy

Monday: High-62/Low-52
Cloudy

Tuesday: High-62/Low-50
Partly Cloudy

Past Weather

On the Coast

Rain  Low High
085ep......0.......51.87 °F.... 72.57 °F
09-Sep........ [ 53.46°F....73.78 °F
10-Sep....... [ 53.21°F......671.5°F
11-Sep....... [ 50.84 °F.... 66.57 °F

12-Sep....0.T........ 52.3°F....64.79 °F
13-Sep......0.06......52.39 °F.......65.1 °F
14-Sep........ [ 56.71°F.... 58.95 °F
Total rainfall from Jan. 1........ 30.14"

Tides Tables

National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration

WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 16

THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 17

(g1 F—— RIS 5.1
Low.... ..10:28a.m.... 34
High....ooovvvveeens 4:40 p.M.cece 6.5
FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 18
LoW ..o, 12:043.M. e, 0.9

High 6:54a.m. 48

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 20
Low ... 2:28aM.cc 1.1
High... 9:40a.m..... .49
Low.... 2 pam .40
High..ooovvvvvveeees 8:06 P.M.covrve. 6.1

MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 21
Low ... 3:29 M 0.8
High... 210:27 am... W
Low.. .3:23p.m.... .35
High.....oooovveeees 915 PMee 6.2

TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 22
Low ..o 417 aMunnn. 0.6
High... .11:00a.m....

Low.... . 418 pm... .
High....oovvvvvvens 10:10 p.Meceeeeeee .

Sunrise/Sunset

Sept. 16.......... 6:56 a.m........... 7:27 p.m.
Sept. 17........... 6:57 am........... 7:25 p.m.
Sept. 18.......... 6:58 am.......... 7:23 p.m.
Sept. 19.......... 6:59am........... 7:21 p.m.
Sept. 20......... 7:01a.m.. 7:19 p.m.
Sept. 21 ... 7:02am.... 717 p.m.
Sept. 22.......... 7:03am.... 715 p.m.
Sept. 23.......... 7:04am...... 7:13 p.m.
Sept. 24 .......... 7:05a.m........... 7:12 p.m.

Lottery

Friday, September 11
Mega Millions
3300330530620 PB-22

Saturday, September 12
Powerball
1401602358069 0PB-30x2

Saturday, September 12

Megabucks
140 1602302603947
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Toledo resident sentenced in child sex offenses case

STAFF REPORT
Lincoln County Leader

A Toledo resident has
been sentenced following
a child sex investigation
and conviction.

Grant Lee Goodell,
24, has been sentenced
following his guilty plea
to four felony child sex
offenses having occurred
throughout 2023, accord-
ing to a release from the
Lincoln County District
Attorney’s Office.

On September 1, 2026,
Goodell pled guilty to
Sexual Abuse in the
Second Degree, Luring
a Minor, Encouraging
Child Sexual Abuse in
the Second Degree, and
Using a Child in Display
of Sexually Explicit
Conduct. Specifically,

“Goodell admitted he

The Lincoln County
District Attorney and
law enforcement
officials are
encouraging parents,
caregivers, educators,
and members of the
community to not only
discuss the presence
and risks of online
predators but also
report any suspected
child exploitation to
law enforcement.
(Courtesy photo)

engaged in sexual con-
versations with a minor

on SnapChat and induced
that minor to create and
send photographs of
themself engaging in
sexually explicit conduct
to Goodell. Goodell also
admitted to engaging in a
sexual act with that minor
and possessing child sex
abuse material (CSAM),
more commonly referred
to as child pornography,”
the release states.

Goodell was sentenced
to a total of 86 months
in prison, followed by
three years of post-prison
supervision. Goodell will
also be required to regis-
ter as a sex offender fol-
lowing his release from
prison.

Goodell was recently
convicted in Benton
County of similar charges
involving two additional
minors. Goodell was

sentenced in Benton
County to 70 months
prison after pleading
guilty to three counts of
Attempting to Use Child
in Display of Sexually
Explicit Conduct, Online
Sexual Corruption of

a Child in the Second
Degree, and Luring a
Minor.

A portion of this sen-
tence will run concur-
rently with his sentence
in Lincoln County, for a
total prison sentence of
approximately 10 years
(121 months).

Goodell also has prior
convictions for Driving
Under the Influence of
Intoxicants, Criminal
Mischief in the Second
Degree, Recklessly
Endangering Another
Person, and Driving
While Suspended from

2021/2022.

“Children deserve pro-
tection, victims deserve
justice, and those who
prey upon children will
be held accountable.
Protecting children from
sexual exploitation is one
of the highest priorities
of the Lincoln County
District Attorney’s
Office,” the release states.

The Lincoln County
District Attorney and law
enforcement officials are
also encouraging parents,
caregivers, educators, and
members of the commu-
nity to not only discuss
the presence and risks
of online predators but
also report any suspected
child exploitation to law
enforcement. A timely
report can help protect a
child and preserve critical
evidence.

One arrest 1n stolen vehicle investigation

STAFF REPORT
Lincoln County Leader

A Marion County resi-
dent has been arrested in
a stolen vehicle investiga-
tion in Lincoln City.

Lincoln City Police
Department (LCPD) offi-
cers responded to the area
of SE Drift Creek Road
and SE Hemlock Drive
just before midnight
Sept. 6, to assist Lincoln
County Sheriff’s Office
(LCSO deputies with the
investigation of a stolen
vehicle.

Officers learned a male
suspect, later identified
as 37-year-old Joseph
Mealler, of Marion
County Oregon, had
stolen a vehicle from a
nearby quarry, then fled
the area on foot when

School Bus Safety

LINCOLN COUNTY
SHERIFF’S OFFICE

School is back in ses-
sion, and you may be see-
ing more traffic, students
walking or biking, and
busses on the road.

Drivers have a respon-
sibility to stop for school
buses displaying red
flashing lights. Because
buses are large vehicles,
it is very difficult to see

LCSO deputies attempted
to contact him, accord-
ing to LCPD Sgt. Torin
Liden.

“LCPD deployed offi-
cers to the area to assist
in maintaining a perim-
eter and deployed an
unmanned aerial system
(UAS). They also worked
with LCSO and the
Yamhill County Sheriff’s
K9 Unit to conduct a foot
search of the area,” Liden
said.

Officers and deputies
were unable to locate
Mealler in the area that
night.

LCPD Officers located
Mealler in the area of
Safeway, 4101 NW Logan
Road, at approximately
12 p.m. Sept. 8, He was
detained and held until
LCSO deputies arrived

The investigation began in the area of SE Drift
Creek Road and SE Hemlock Drive and ended
in the area of the Safeway Shopping Mall on
Logan Road in Lincoln City. (Metro Creative

Connection)

and took custody of him.
LCSO deputies arrested

Mealler and lodged him
at the Lincoln County Jail

SHERIFF'S TIP OF THE WEEK

around them. The out-
come of illegally passing
a school bus can be dev-
astating for children and
drivers.

Law enforcement agen-
cies receive reports each
year from bus drivers
and community members
about motorists failing
to stop for school buses.
With nearly 6,000 school
buses operating in the
State of Oregon, motor-
ists need to be alert.

When a bus is flashing

amber lights, motorists
should prepare to stop.
When the red lights begin
to flash, motorists trav-
eling in both directions
must stop before reach-
ing the bus and must
remain stopped until the
red lights are turned off.
The same rules apply to
church or work buses
equipped with amber and
red flashing lights. Be
aware when following
any type of bus, it may
make frequent stops.

Northwest Training and Testing
Draft Supplemental EIS/OEIS

Available for Review and Comment

The L5, Navy and U.5. Coast Guard have jointly prepared a second supplement to the 2015 and
2020 environmental analyses of at-sea military readiness activities in the Northwest Training and
Testing (WWTT) Study Area. The September 2026 Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact
Statement (SEIS)/Overseas EIS (OEIS) is now avallable for review and comment

through Oct. 19, 2026.

In-Person Open-House Public Meetings

il Wi

4-7 p.m. POT

h.
Tuesday, Sept. 22, 2026

Ouford Suites, Olympic Ballroom
9550 Silverdale Way NW

In-person open-house public meetings will include informational poster stations staffed by project
representatives who can answer questions about the Proposed Action and environmental analysis.,
Comments will be accepted in writing at the in-person public meetings.

Everatt, Wash,

Wednesday, Sept. 23, 2026

4-7 p.m, PDT

Carl Gipson Center, Cascade View Room
3025 Lombard Ave.

Live Virtual Public Meetings

Tuesday, Sept. 29, 2026: 5 p.m. PDT/4 p.m. AKDT
Wednesday, Sept. 30, 2026: 6 p.m. PDT/5 p.m. AKDT

The virtual public meetings will consist of a live presentation followed by a question-and-answer
session. The public can submit questions in advance of the live virtual public meetings until
Sept. 28, 2026, via the question form on the project website. Questions may also be submitted online
in writing during the live virtual public meetings. Questions submitted as part of the question-and-
answer session are not official comments. Participants dialing in via telephone will not be able to ask
questions during the live virtual public meetings. Visit www.nepa.navy.mil/nwtteis to learn more
about and attend the virtual public meetings.

Draft SEIS/OEIS Review and

The public, stakeholders, and federally recognized tribes are invited to review the Draft SEIS/OEIS
and provide substantive comments on the Proposed Action, the environmental analysis, and the
project’s potential to affect historic in-water properties in line with Section 106 of the National
Historic Preservation Act (MHPA). Comments may be submitted at the in-person public meetings,
on the project website at www.nepa.navy.mil/awtteis, or by mail to:

Maval Facilities Engineering Systems Command Northwest
Attention: NWTT SEIS/0EIS Project Manager

1101 Tautog Circle, Room 102
Silverdale, WA 98315-1101

Visit the project website at www.nepa.navy.mil/nwtteis to learn more about the project, in-person
and live virtual public meetings, and the NHPA Section 106 process; download the Draft SEIS/OEIS;
view a virtual presentation about the project; submit questions for the virtual public meetings; and
submit comments on the environmental analysis. The website also lists locations where you can
view a printed copy of the Draft SEIS/OEIS.

Comments must be postmarked or received online by 11:59 p.m. PDT on

Oct. 19, 2026, for consideration in the preparation of the Final SEIS/OEIS.

Oregon law requires
motorists to stop when-
ever the red lights on a
school bus are flashing,
regardless of the direction
they are traveling. The
law applies to any road-
way with two or more
lanes of traffic, including
multi-lane highways such
as Highway 101.

The only exception to
the law is for divided
highways with two roads
separated by an unpaved
median strip or barrier,

Garage Sale
September 19, 9a-4p

Camping Equipment
Halloween Decor
Household
Jewelry

Siletz Valley Grange
224 Gaither Street,
Siletz, OR

for charges of:
e Unauthorized Use of a

Motor Vehicle
e Criminal Mischief in

the 1st Degree
e Failure to Perform

Duties of a Driver

when Property is

Damaged
e Theft in the 1st Degree
e Two counts of Burglary

in the 2nd Degree.

Mealler was also
arrested for a Marion
County Warrant charging
Criminal Mischief in the
2nd Degree.

“LCPD enjoys a close
working relationship
with our county partners.
Small and rural commu-
nities are served best by
agencies that are able to
pool their resources for
investigations like this,”
Liden said.

such as in the Lincoln
and Gleneden Beach
areas.

In this case, only driv-
ers on the same side of
the road as the bus must
stop. A painted median
strip or a center lane used
only for left turns does
not create two separate
lanes. Where this situa-
tion exists, all lanes of
traffic must stop.

By staying alert and
following traffic laws,
you reduce the risk of
traffic crashes and pedes-
trian injuries in our com-
munity. Please do your
part to make our roads
safe.

For more information
and tips visit www.lincol-
ncountysheriff.net

DON’T FORGET
TO RECYCLE

NATURAL FOODS CO-OP

Jour [unch s waitjp .,

Complete Salad Bar,
Entree, Pizza, and Soup

Monday-Friday 10 a.m. - 2 p.m.

All other store hours:
sandwiches, wraps, salads, muffins,
cookies, chips, and drinks.

OCEANA NATURAL FOODS CO-OP
Open 7 days per week!

Mon-Sat 9-6, Sun 10-6
Menu at www.oceanafoods.org

159 SE 2nd St « Newport « (541) 265-3893
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Water Resiliency Project
Informational session

SAMARITAN HEALTH
SERVICES

Samaritan North
Lincoln Hospital will host
a public event from 2:30
p-m. to 4 p.m. Wednesday,
Sept. 23, to build com-
munity awareness of its
Water Resiliency Project.

This project is an effort
to secure an indepen-
dent, reliable source of
clean water so the hos-
pital can keep operating
after a disaster, such as a
Cascadia earthquake.

“When — not if — this
happens, our hospital must
be prepared to operate
independently for weeks,”
Samaritan Coast Hospitals
CEO Lesley Ogden said.
“Without a reliable four-
week supply of water, our
ability to provide life-sav-
ing care will be crippled.”

A state analysis by
the Oregon Department
of Geology and Mineral
Industries estimates a
magnitude 9 earthquake
could damage 90% of the
county’s buildings and
cause about 1,430 injuries
in Lincoln County, with
roughly 290 requiring
hospitalization.

Such a quake could also
sever the hospital’s water
supply. The hospital relies
on the city’s water system,
much of it built before
modern seismic standards
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This project is an effort to secure an
independent, reliable source of clean water so
the hospital can keep operating after a disaster,
such as a Cascadia earthquake. (Courtesy photo)

and with no adequate
backup source. The Water
Resiliency Project will
give the hospital its own
four-week supply of pota-
ble water.

The project is a collabo-
ration between Samaritan
North Lincoln Hospital,
North Lincoln Health
District, North Lincoln
Hospital Foundation
and Dig Deep Research.
Together, these partners
have committed more than
$600,000 to date, with
approximately $570,000
in further commitments
from the city of Lincoln
City, the North Lincoln
Hospital Foundation and
the Federal Emergency

Leaf}f

Stop cleaning-out
your gutters this

season

EXPIRES: 11/30/2026

25% OFF LeafFilter + 1
Get a FREE full gutter

Management Agency.

The Sept. 23 event is a
public awareness gather-
ing, not a fundraiser, and
all are welcome to attend.

Speakers include State
Sen. Dick Anderson, State
Rep. David Gomberg,
Lincoln City Mayor Susan
Wahlke, North Lincoln
Health District Board
Chair Peter Mann and
North Lincoln Hospital
Foundation Executive
Director Leslie James.

This event will be held
in the Building 8 confer-
ence room at 2930 NE
West Devils Lake Road in
Lincoln City.

Visit samhealth.org/
SNLHWater to learn more.

AN ADDITIONAL
0/ Discount For
O seniors + Military

Promo: 285

inspection and estimate: 1-855-536-8838

*Promotional offer includes 25% off plus an additional 10% off for qualified veterans and/or seniors. Cannot be com-
bined with other offers. See representative for full warranty details. DC 420223000087, AZ ROC 344027, AR 0366920926,

CA 1035795, CT HIC.0671520, FL CBC056678, ID RCE-51604, IA C127230, LA 559
31, MI 262300330, MI 262300329, MI 26230032
266192, NE 50145-24, NV 0086990, NJ 13VH13285000, NM

MI 2623003

544, MD MHIC164488, MA 213292,

8, MI 262300318, MI 262300173, MN [R2025-810524, MT
08693, ND 47304, OR

218294, PA PA179643, RI GC-41354,

TN 10981, UT 10783658-5501, VT 174.0000871, VA 2705169445, WA LEAFFLH763PG, WV WV056912, WI 537-DCFRR

Oregon State

Credit Union®

ON YOUR TERMS

Saving for what's next? Simply looking for a better

savings return? Our short-term certificate offers give
you competitive rates, guaranteed earnings, and the
flexibility to move forward on your timeline.

12-Month Certificate

3.85

« Lock in a competitive rate for a full year

%o

APY”

«  $250 minimum deposit to open

Insured by NCUA

Democrats’ meeting to
include Candidates Q and A

The Lincoln County Democratic
Central Committee’s September meeting
will feature a question-and-answer ses-
sion with local Democratic candidates
on the November ballot, moderated by
State Representative David Gomberg.

The meeting will take place
Wednesday, September 23, in the com-
munity room at Newport’s Atonement
Lutheran Church. Doors open at 5:30

p.m., with the program starting at 6 p.m.

Atonement Lutheran Church is located
at 2315 N. Coast Highway.

“The November election is critical
for Lincoln County voters and will
determine the direction of our gover-
nance at the national, state, and local
levels for some time to come,” Lincoln
County Democratic Party Executive
Committee Chair Mary Infante said.
“As a county group, we’re especially
focused on the election of commissioner
candidates Cathie Rigby and Cristen
Don, who share our Democratic values
and can help mitigate the damage being

? R
.4 Windermere

WEST COAST PROPERTIES
® 541-265-5455 &

To view all MLS listings: www.winwcp.com
914 SW Coast Hwy-101, Newport
Over 300 Combined Years of Experience

Steve Redman
541-207-8845

done to our communities by the Trump
administration’s policies and his local
supporters. Our meeting will give vot-
ers a chance to hear from these candi-
dates, and others at the city and county
government, as the November election
draws closer.”

The Lincoln County Democratic Party
holds monthly meetings with Zoom
options available for virtual attendance
and participation. All are welcome.

The purpose of the Lincoln County
Democratic Party and its executive
committee is to promote the interests
of the Democratic Party in Oregon and
Lincoln County, work for the election
of Democratic candidates, adopt a party
platform, and work to ensure its princi-
ples are reflected in law, while provid-
ing a link between Democratic voters,
the Democratic Party, and government.

The Lincoln County Democratic Party
welcomes comments and questions,
which can be addressed to dems@lin-
colncountydemocratsoregon.com.

Wendy Birchfield
541-272-9190

Chris Watkins
541-270-6774

Deborah Allen
907-903-1536

CeCe Kelly
541-272-0008

Firsd utt 1 k

AMAZINGLY VERSATILE
PROPERTY
14.92 Acres / Zoned R-G
$595,000 / Toledo / MLS 26-1677

TR i
Julie Gamache
541-231-0753

Danielle Cutler
541-961-3868

¥, .
Karla Kuhlenbeck
541-270-2965

B =

7-Month Certificate

3.75

%o

APY™

Strong earnings with a shorter commitment

« Open with $250 in new money

Open your account today!
Scan to learn more or call us at (541) 714-4000

Learn more at oregonstatecu.com/special-certificates

*APY = Annual Percentage Yield and is accurate as of 9/1/2026. Minimum deposit of $250 required. Members merits do not apply. The 12-month promotional certificate is for new money only, except
deposits of up to $5,000 may be funded with existing Oregon State Credit Union funds when opened in a branch. New money is defined as funds that have not been on deposit with Oregon State
Credit Union at any time during the certificate promotion period, unless deposited in the 30 days prior to certificate opening. New money must originate from another financial institution or source
and cannot be transferred from an existing Oregon State Credit Union account. Fees could reduce the earnings on the account. For maintenance and activity fees. A penalty may be imposed for early
withdrawals. Limited time offer. Other terms and conditions may apply. **APY = Annual Percentage Yield and is accurate as of 9/1/2026. Minimum deposit of $250 required. Members merits do not
apply. The 7-month promotional certificate is for new money only. New money is defined as funds that have not been on deposit with Oregon State Credit Union at any time during the certificate
promotion period, unless deposited in the 30 days prior to certificate opening. New money must originate from another financial institution or source and cannot be transferred from an existing
Oregon State Credit Union account. Fees could reduce the earnings on the account. For maintenance and activity fees. A penalty may be imposed for early withdrawals. Limited time offer. Other
terms and conditions may apply.
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Oregon officials urge use of ballot boxes whi

JULIA SHUMWAY
Oregon Capital Chronicle

Top Oregon elected
officials on Tuesday,
Sept. 8, urged Oregonians
to use ballot drop boxes,
not mailboxes, to return
ballots in November
as newly released data
showed thousands of
Oregonians missed hav-
ing their May primary
votes counted because of
postal delays.

Secretary of State
Tobias Read, Gov. Tina
Kotek and U.S. Sens.
Ron Wyden and Jeff
Merkley, all Democrats,
held a press conference
at the state Capitol in
Salem to reiterate their
commitment to protecting
Oregon’s decades-long
history of mail voting.

Read, the state’s top
election official, is seek-
ing $1.25 million from
the Legislature’s emer-
gency board this week
to add 20 drop boxes,
expand a ballot track-
ing system used by five
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counties and cover other
unanticipated election
Costs.

His funding request
and the officials’ com-
ments come as the U.S.
Supreme Court weighs
whether the U.S. Postal
Service can implement
a rule that would upturn
how states run elections
weeks before states
begin mailing ballots.
Oregon is among the
states that sued to block
the Postal Service rule
and President Donald
Trump’s executive order
that preceded it.

Read and others said
they’re confident the
court will block the rule,
and that even if it didn’t,
it’s too close to the elec-
tion for it to practically
take effect.

“School’s back in ses-
sion now,” Read said.
“You could go to any
playground and ask kids,
‘Does it make sense to
change the rules in the
middle of the game?’ The
answer is ‘no.’ It’s not
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practical. It’s not right.
And we believe it’s not
legal.”

His funding request,
which the Legislature’s
emergency board will
consider Thursday,
includes roughly
$150,000 to expand the
BallotTrax ballot tracking
system to all 36 counties.

Voters in Clackamas,
Marion, Multnomah,
Yamhill and Washington
counties have been able
to sign up for text alerts
to follow their ballot
from when it’s first
mailed to them to when
election workers have
verified the ballot enve-
lope signature and sorted
it for counting.

It also includes
$120,000 for 20 new
ballot boxes at $6,000
apiece and $344,000 for
operational support for
ballot boxes, as well as 5
cents per voter, or about
$153,000, for county
election support.

And Read is seeking
$480,000 to reimburse
counties that have to mail
notices to inactive vot-
ers, mostly people who
moved without updating
their addresses and who
had their ballots returned
as undeliverable. Inactive
voters don’t receive bal-
lots but officials must
notify voters they’re

inactive before removing
them from voter rolls.

An official May pri-
mary election turnout
report the Secretary of
State’s Office released
earlier on Tuesday
showed a steep increase
in the number of
uncounted ballots over
prior years. Since 2022,
Oregon has allowed the
counting of ballots post-
marked by Election Day
that arrive within the
next week.

But changes at the
Postal Service that
require all mail to be
taken first to a Portland
processing center mean
that in most of the state,
mail doesn’t receive post-
marks until at least the
day after an Oregonian
mails it.

Of the more than
55,000 ballots that
arrived at county election
offices during the sev-
en-day grace period after
the May primary, more
than 7,300 couldn’t be
counted because they had
a postmark after Election
Day. That’s a rate of
13.1%, higher than any
prior election.

Merkley, Oregon’s
junior U.S. senator, said
mail voting is safer and
more trustworthy than
other systems.

“On Election Day, it

is easy to manipulate the
outcome,” he said. “You
simply move the loca-
tions where people vote,
so they get confused. You
put the locations where
there’s no parking. You
put out misinformation
about the election day.
You put out misinforma-
tion about the location.
You put in machines that
don’t work and slow
things down, so people
have eight-hour waits

to vote, like they did in
Georgia. None of that
can be done with vote by
mail.”

Kotek said Oregon has
spent decades building a
voting system that works
— the state routinely
boasts the highest or
near-highest turnout rates
in the country — and
will defend it.

“Vote by mail means
a parent doesn’t have
to choose between get-
ting somewhere to vote
or taking care of their
child,” she said. “Vote by
mail means a worker who
can’t afford to take time
off work can sit down
at their kitchen table
after work and partici-
pate in our democracy,
and it means an older
Oregonian, or a person
with a disability, or
someone who would live
far away from a polling

e defending mail voting

place can make their
voice heard in an easier
fashion. These are not
abstract benefits.”

And Wyden, the first
U.S. senator elected in
an all-mail election in
1996, said constituents he
spoke to in rural Oregon
have been especially
worried about maintain-
ing mail elections. Some
voters would face driving
an hour to a ballot box
or their county election
office if they can’t rely
on their mail, he said.

“To borrow a phrase
from our wonderful letter
carriers, I’ve got a spe-
cial delivery message for
Donald Trump: Keep the
hell away from Oregon’s
vote by mail,” he said.

https://oregon-
capitalchronicle.
com/2026/09/08/oregon-
officials-urge-use-of-bal-
lot-boxes-while-defend-
ing-mail-voting/

Oregon Capital
Chronicle is part of
States Newsroom, a net-
work of news bureaus
supported by grants and
a coalition of donors
as a 501¢(3) public
charity. Oregon Capital
Chronicle maintains
editorial independence.
Contact Editor Lynne
Terry for questions:
info@oregoncapital-
chronicle.com.

Wildlife on the Move: Oregon Drivers
urged to “Watch for Wildlife" this fall

STAFF REPORT
Lincoln County Leader

As deer, elk, and other
wildlife begin their fall
migration, the Oregon
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Wildlife Foundation
reminds drivers to stay
alert, helping prevent
collisions.

Each year, an estimated
5,000 large animals are
struck and killed on
Oregon roads, with acci-
dents peaking in October
and November as deer
and elk migrate to their
lower elevation habi-
tat. Collisions not only
threaten wildlife but also
endanger the safety of
motorists.

“Fall is a wonderful
time of year in Oregon
and a great excuse to
slow down, take in the
scenery, and look around

for wildlife”, said Tim
Greseth, Executive
Director of Oregon
Wildlife Foundation.

Drivers can reduce
the risk of a collision by
slowing down at dawn
and dusk, particularly in
areas with wildlife cross-
ing signs, and by avoiding
sudden swerves. When
an animal is seen trying
to cross a road, chances
are high that others will
follow.

Proceeds from the sale
and renewal of the Watch
for Wildlife specialty
license plate support
projects that help animals
move between habitat
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patches, including across
Oregon’s highways and
roads. Wildlife passage
projects have included
dedicated undercrossings
and overcrossings, as well
as modifications to exist-
ing bridges and culverts.

“There are almost
80,000 miles of public
roads and highways in
Oregon. That, coupled
with the basic needs all
animals have, puts them
and us in harm’s way.
That’s doubly true during
migration season as deer,
elk, and other species are
moving in greater num-
bers from their higher
elevation summer habitat
to lower elevations where
they’ll spend the winter,”
said Greseth.

Oregonians can order
the Watch for Wildlife
plate through the DMV
or visitmyowf.org/watch-
forwildlife to learn more
about how plate sales
fund habitat connectivity
projects, including wild-
life passage efforts across
Oregon.

Happy with your cur-
rent plate but still want to
support habitat connec-
tivity and wildlife pas-
sage projects? Consider
a donation to Oregon
Wildlife Foundation’s
Wildlife Migration and
Movement Fund (formerly
known as the Watch for
Wildlife Fund) via Donate
Now — Oregon Wildlife
Foundation.

Oregon Wildlife
Foundation

Oregon Wildlife
Foundation is an apolit-
ical operating charitable
foundation dedicated to
increasing private and
public funding support
for wildlife conservation
projects in Oregon. Since
1981, the Foundation has
directed tens of millions
of dollars in private and
public support to a broad
range of projects through-
out Oregon.

For more information,
Visit www.myowf.org.

For more information
about wildlife movement
in Oregon, visitmyowf.org/
wildlifemoves.



OPINION

Jeremy Ruark, Opinion Page Editor

Wednesday, September 16, 2026

A5

Oregon small businesses deserve a break from steep credit card fees

FRANK SQUILLO
Oregon Capital Chronicle

recent survey
from Gov.
Tina Kotek’s

Prosperity Council found
that most Oregonians
believe high costs, taxes
and regulations are mak-
ing it harder for busi-
nesses to grow. The gov-
ernor acknowledged the
challenge plainly: “We
have to be intentional
here, to be competitive.”

One place to start is
with the steep credit card
processing fees Oregon
businesses pay on nearly
every transaction.

Credit card interchange
fees, commonly known
as “swipe fees,” typically
take 2 to 4 percent of
every credit card pur-
chase. For a small busi-
ness like ours, that means
paying a fee each time a
customer buys a cup of

Credit card companies charge businesses swipe
fees, and businesses often pass them on to
consumers. (Alexander Castro / Rhode Island
Current)

coffee, a box of pastries
or even leaves a non-cash
tip for an employee.
Those percentages add
up quickly. Businesses
across the U.S. paid a
record $157 billion in
credit card “swipe fees”
last year, $9 billion more
than in 2024. For small
businesses already fac-
ing rising costs for food,

labor, insurance and utili-
ties, processing fees have
become another signifi-
cant expense with little
ability to negotiate them.

That’s largely because
Visa and Mastercard
dominate the credit card
payments market, leav-
ing merchants with few
alternatives.

Oregon lawmakers have

an opportunity to provide
some relief. One com-
monsense reform would
be to prohibit credit card
companies from charging
“swipe fees” on gratuities.
While Oregon businesses
don’t face the additional
challenge of paying
processing fees on sales
taxes, we still pay them
on tips intended for our
employees. Businesses
shouldn’t have to pay a
fee on money they don’t
actually keep.

The credit card industry
argues that separating
portions of transactions
would be difficult. But
the payments system
already identifies dif-
ferent components of
transactions for account-
ing purposes. This small
tweak would require an
operational adjustment,
not rebuilding the entire
payments ecosystem.

Congress can also

address the lack of com-
petition in the credit card
market. The bipartisan
Credit Card Competition
Act would require large
card-issuing banks to
provide a second process-
ing network beyond Visa
or Mastercard. Giving
merchants a choice could
create natural competi-
tion over “swipe fees,”
contributing to savings as
high as $17 billion annu-
ally for consumers and
businesses alike.

Oregon Sens. Ron
Wyden and Jeff Merkley
could support that effort
federally, while state law-
makers pursue reforms
that can provide relief
here at home.

If Oregon is serious
about becoming more
competitive and helping
small businesses succeed,
reducing excessive credit
card “swipe fees” is a
practical place to start.

Even modest reforms
would allow more of
every dollar spent at a
local business to stay
in that business, as well
as in the community it
serves.

Frank Squillo is the
co-owner of Wanda’s Cafe
+ Bakery in Nehalem,
Oregon.

https://oregon-
capitalchronicle.
com/2026/09/02/oregon-
small-businesses-deserve-
a-break-from-steep-credit-
card-fees/

Oregon Capital
Chronicle is part of
States Newsroom, a net-
work of news bureaus
supported by grants and
a coalition of donors as
a 501c¢(3) public charity.
Oregon Capital Chronicle
maintains editorial inde-
pendence. Contact Editor
Lynne Terry for ques-
tions: info@oregoncapi-
talchronicle.com.

RANDY STAPILUS
Oregon Capital Chronicle

Oregon voters as a
whole have not approved
of Donald Trump any time
he’s been on the general
election ballot, hand-
ing him losses in 2016
(39.1%), in 2020 (40.4%)
and 2024 (41%).

But parts of Oregon
then and now have
expressed different atti-
tudes, as an election map
of the state would show.
Slicing the data in a dif-
ferent way, we now have
a new report breaking the
state’s current polling data
into 35 geographic units,
similar in number to the
state’s 36 counties, but in
this case each with similar
populations.

This recasting shows up
in a new national report
in the polling analysis
site Strength in Numbers,
led by G. Elliot Morris
(whose Substack is well
worth a review), and
drawing on an unusually
large and detailed data set.

Nationally, it gives
Trump an overall poll-
ing average of 38.2%,
which if anything is a bit
higher than some other

QUOTE OF
THE WEEK

“Wherever a responsible
labor movement flour-
ishes, there industry pros-
pers, production increases,
and the living standards of
the community improve.”

Harry S. Truman

PREVIOUS POLL

What emotion is
your child/children
experiencing going

back to school?

New Poll

What Fall-time
staple are you most
looking foRWARD T0?

- Sweater Weather

- Homecoming Game

- Halloween

« Pumpkins... Pumpkins
Everywhere

Shades of Trump in Oregon

polling aggregators con-
clude. Oregon, being a
little bluer than the nation
overall, gives Trump a job
approval of 32.8%

Rather than using
county maps, where
enormous spaces may
contain few people, and
vice versa, distorting the
voter picture, the report
relies on Census Public
Use Microdata Areas, or
PUMAs. Each of the 35 in
Oregon contains roughly
100,000 adults.

There are no massive
surprises here. But we can
see some sharp patterns.

First, the three — and
there were only three —
PUMASs where Trump
polling approval topped
50%: the Klamath,
Malheur, Lake and Harney
four-county area (55.6%);
the Union, Baker,
Wallowa and southeastern
Umatilla counties region
(54.8%), and Douglas
County (53.3%). That
these areas support Trump
is not surprising at all,
though two years ago
Trump scored 70% or
more in nearly all these
places.

Then there are the
batch of PUMAs where
Trump’s favorables have
dropped below 50%,
but still clearly above
the national average:
the Josephine, Coos
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President Donald Trump speaks during an event
in the Oval Office on Aug. 6, 2026. Trump signed
an executive order during the event denying
birthright citizenship to children of foreign
diplomats after a loss at the U.S. Supreme Court
limited an earlier order. (Alex Wong / Getty
Images)

and Curry counties area
(49.1%); Deschutes (leav-
ing out the city of Bend),
Crook and Jefferson
counties 47.7%); most of
Linn County including
Albany (46%), Marion
County except Salem
and Keizer (44.7%); the
Columbia River coun-
ties from northwest
Umatilla to Hood River
County (44%); the cities
of Medford and Central
Point (43.9%); and south-
eastern Clackamas County
(43.6%). Up to this point,
the PUMASs have been
essentially rural, with
a few mid-sized cities
thrown in (Medford,
Albany, Grants Pass).
The Oregon PUMASs
roughly matching Trump’s

support nationwide
include Jackson County
minus Medford and
Central Point (40.5%);
Lane County except
Eugene and Springfield
(39.1%); Yamhill County
(39%); Columbia, Clatsop,
and Tillamook counties
(38.2%); Northern Salem
city and Keizer 37.4%;
Polk and Lincoln counties
(36.8%). These areas may
hit close to the national
average but still are more
pro-Trump than Oregon
overall.

Now, as the Trump
numbers decline sharply,
we move into urban and
suburban areas, nearly all
in the Willamette Valley
(the big exception being
the city of Bend, which

is also in this group).
These PUMASs include
northwest Clackamas
County including Oregon
City (32.9%); central
and southern Salem city
(31.7%); the Milwaukee
and Happy Valley areas in
Clackamas County 31.3%;
Springfield and northeast
Eugene cities (29.7%); the
Gresham, Troutdale and
Gorge areas in Multnomah
County (29.5%); Bend
city (27.6%); Hillsboro
area in Washington
County (25.6%); Benton
County and southwest
Linn County (25.3%);
the Wilsonville and
Lake Oswego area in
Clackamas County
(25.9%), Forest Grove
and western Washington
County area (27.5%);
the Tigard, Tualatin
and Sherwood area in
Washington County
(25.5%); eastern Portland
city (23.7%); and the
Beaverton area (23.1%).
Finally, we get to the
areas where you have to
go on an intense search to
find evidence of Trump
support, though some
does exist if you look for
it. These places include
central and western
Eugene (20.7%); east-
ern Beaverton (19%);
southeast Portland (13%);
west Portland (11.6%);
north-central Portland
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(10.9%); and east-cen-
tral Portland (10.4%).

For the record, Trump
received 17.1%% of the
Multnomah County vote
in 2024, which still repre-
sented higher support than
current polling indicates.

Viewed as a whole, the
usual patterns — more
Republican and Trump
support in the more
rural areas, and farther
from large metro areas
— seems to continue in
force.

But those numbers are
significant. They do seem
to represent, both in red
and blue areas, across the
board decline in support
for the president. If that
has an effect on votes cast
for other Republicans in
the state, it could have
a big impact on Oregon
elections in another cou-
ple of months.

https:/loregoncapital-
chronicle.com/2026/09/03/
shades-of-trump-in-oregon/

Oregon Capital
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tains editorial indepen-
dence. Contact Editor
Lynne Terry for questions:
info@oregoncapitalchron-
icle.com.
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SAFETY

From Page A1

who was driving without
insurance and a differ-

ent driver was arrested
for Driving Under the
Influence of Intoxicants.
That is in addition to the
four other drivers arrested
by LCPD for DUII during
that period during regular
patrol shifts.

Lincoln County
Leader: Are the citation
numbers up or down from
previous years and why?

Anderson: Citation
numbers are up about
10% this year to this point
which I believe is attribut-
able to more regular staff-
ing. We were fairly short-
staffed last year which
obviously has impacts on
service. Last year to this
point we had issued 403
citations and this year we
have issued 449 citations.
In Lincoln City, police
officers are far more likely
to educate drivers and issue
them a warning, rather than
issue them a fine; however,
if drivers continue to vio-
late the law, they are more
likely to receive citations

and the associated fines.

Lincoln County Leader:
What areas of the city did
your officers find the high-
est concentration of DUII
offenses?

Anderson: We generally
find most of our DUII driv-
ers along Highway 101,
and about half are called in
by other concerned motor-
ists who recognize danger-
ous driving. We also have
a lot of great area partners
in our business community
who try to stop patrons
from driving intoxicated.
Often, these establishments
will call law enforcement
if a driver does not heed
their warning. A first great
tip is don’t drink and drive,
a second great tip is if
the bartender says “don’t
drive,” they mean it.

Lincoln County
Leader: Overall, what is
the message the LCPD
is sending out about
these DUII enforcement
projects?

Anderson: Last year
in Oregon we had about
490 Oregonians die on
our roadways and about a
third of those are attribut-
able to impaired driving
crashes. These are our

neighbors, our spouses, our
children, and our friends.
These High Visibility
Enforcement events are
one opportunity we have
to raise awareness of this
problem and try to deter
people from making this
incredibly selfish decision.
The decision to abuse
drugs or alcohol then
drive affects far more than
just the driver, and if we
can get them off the road
before they kill or maim
someone or encourage that
person to not make that
drive altogether, that is our
goal.

Lincoln County
Leader: What are the most
frequent school bus law
violations your officers are
seeing?

Anderson: So, we are
only two days in so far
for the school year, but
based on history, our main
traffic problem for keeping
school children safe are
drivers who violate the
“Failure to Stop for Bus
Safety Lights” at school
bus stops. Our children are
our most vulnerable and
most precious members
of our community. During
school pick up and drop

off times our patrol officers
are directed, if not on other
calls for service, to be in
our school zones. Presence
alone is a strong deterrent
to risky decision making
and our Officers are ready
to enforce our traffic laws
to protect our younger
residents.

Lincoln County
Leader: To be clear, what
should drivers remember
about school bus safety?

Anderson: Often times
as adults we expect pedes-
trians to abide by logical
decision making; however,
as any parent knows, chil-
dren often do unpredictable
things. As drivers, we
are responsible for taking
that into account. We are
trained to expect those
things in our driver edu-
cation, and we are legally
accountable to be prepared
for and respond to those
unexpected things such as
a bouncing ball rolling in
the road with a child fol-
lowing, or children unex-
pectedly stepping from
the bus stop towards the
roadway. We all must do
our part to keep these kids
safe, even when we are
responding to their actions.

Lincoln County
Leader: What are the pre-
sumptive fines violators
can face?

Anderson: The pre-
sumptive fine for “Failure
to Stop for Bus Safety
Lights” is $440 and in a
school zone that is doubled
to $880. These fines pale
in comparison to the poten-
tial devastation of hitting

and possibly killing a child.

Lincoln County
Leader: What areas of
the city are LCPD officers
monitoring for school bus
safety?

Anderson: Officers are
assigned to be in the area
of our schools during pick
up and drop off times. For
Oceanlake Elementary
that could be remaining in
the immediate are of the
school our out on Highway
101 in close proximity.
For Taft Elementary and
Taft High School, Officers
are usually either on High
School Drive or Spyglass
Drive.

Lincoln County
Leader: What type of
enforcement is the LCPD
conducting to make sure
drivers are following
school bus safety laws?

Anderson: Officers are
out proactively looking
for violations and being
present in the pickup areas.
We expect drivers to look
for those school bus lights
and stop, no matter which
direction they are heading.
Additionally, we encour-
age parents to teach their
children proper pedestrian
safety behavior. We had
a great experience with
several LCPD members
getting the opportunity to
teach basic concepts of
pedestrian safety to school
children during RecKids
this summer, but we rely
on parents to take their
larger role in their chil-
dren’s safety.

Lincoln County
Leader: Feel free to add
any other comments.

Anderson: We do
have some grant fund-
ing remaining for DUII
and Pedestrian Safety
Enforcement this year
and plan on conducting
more High Visibility
Enforcement during the
Lincoln City Kite Festival
weekend, September 25
through 27. I’ve got fingers
crossed for clear skies and
safe roadways!

TOURISM

From Page A1

in 2026 versus 77.7% in
2025,” she said. “We are
pleased to see occupancy
holding so strong given the
state of the economy.”
According to Coopeer
Fielding, in a struggling
economy, with high fuel
prices making air travel
less affordable, travelers
favor destinations within
easy driving distance.
“The Oregon Coast,
including Lincoln City, is
well positioned to benefit
from this trend, with many
of its key visitor markets
accessible by just a few
tanks of gas and often at
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a lower overall cost than
air travel,” she said. “A
few of Lincoln City’s
primary road-trip markets
include the Portland metro
area, Eugene, Bend, the
Willamette Valley, and
the Seattle/Tacoma area
in Washington. These
markets offer relatively
convenient access by car,
making Lincoln City an
accessible and potentially
more affordable getaway
for travelers.”

The impact from the
summer Oregon wild-
fires has had a significant
impact in the local visitor
counts.

“The Oregon Coast
is often sought out for
its fresh ocean air and
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cool coastal atmosphere.
However, Lincoln City
was not immune to the
effects of statewide
wildfires, experiencing
several days of smoky
conditions in late July and
early August.,” she said.
“Overall, we experienced
a lovely summer, and
Lincoln City welcomed
those seeking the Oregon
Coast as a place of respite
from smoke and heat
affecting areas inland.”

Given the current
data and what trends are
emerging, Cooper Fielding
expects similar visitation
for fall — strong occupancy
numbers, just slightly
down from last year.

“Fall and winter are

Competitive Returns.

fsbwa.com/CDPromo

also great seasons for
viewing dark skies along
the coast. Areas in and
around Lincoln City have
less light pollution than
many other communities
of similar size along the
Oregon Coast, making a
clear night an incredible
opportunity for stargazing.
Night-sky activities include
stargazing and celestial
object identification, astro-
photography, and viewing
eclipses and auroras from
the beach,” she said.

Other attractions include
the Lincoln City Fall Kite
Festival. which has moved
due to construction of the
new Welcome Center,
from the D River Wayside
to beach property at the
Chinook Winds Casino.
The Friday night lighted
kite fly returns September
25, following the success
of the inaugural night
fly at the 2025 Fall Kite
Festival. The festival
will continue on through
the rest of the weekend,
September 26 and 27 at
the grounds at Chinook
Winds Casino Resort.

Additional fall program-
ming includes Explorience
programs highlighting
Lincoln City’s hiking trails
in partnership with Lincoln
City Parks and Recreation,
along with birdwatching
programs with the Seven
Capes Bird Alliance.

The annual Deck the
Dock event is set for
Saturday, November 21.
Presented in partnership
with Lincoln City Parks
and Recreation.

“The ever-popular light-
ing of the Taft dock is the
perfect way to kick off the
holiday season,” Cooper
Fielding said.

Any trip to the beach
should come with a few
important safety reminders,
and the fall and winter
months are no exception.
Autumn storms can bring
powerful swells, sneaker
waves, and drifting

logs—a reminder that
the Pacific Ocean is as
untamed as it is beautiful.
Before heading out, check
the weather and tide con-
ditions, stay alert near the
water, and when in doubt,
admire the waves from a
safe distance, according to
Explore Lincoln City.
NEWPORT SUMMER
TOURISM
Preliminary indicators
show that visitation to
Newport is up in summer
2026, with overnight vis-
itation performing partic-
ularly well, according to
Josh Hren, Account Media
Lead with connect@dis-
covernewport.com.
“While changes to how
visitor data is collected
in Oregon have made
some year-over-year com-
parisons more difficult,
the data we do have is
encouraging,” he said.
“Comparing June and
July 2026 with the same
period in 2025, day trips
increased approximately
18%, while overnight trips
increased approximately
11%. Lodging data also
points to a strong summer.
From June through August
2026, average hotel occu-
pancy exceeded 80% for
the first time in the three-
year comparison, com-
pared with approximately
78% in 2025 and 73% in
2024
Hren said the results are
encouraging for Newport’s
restaurants, attractions
and other local businesses
that benefit from visi-
tor spending. Tourism
remains an important part
of Newport’s economy,
supporting approximately
2,050 local jobs, according
to a 2024 study by Dean
Runyan Associates.
“Overall, 2026 has
been a strong and more
balanced year for tour-
ism in Newport,” Hren
said. “We’re encouraged
by the continued interest
in Newport and remain
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focused on supporting
local businesses while
sharing what makes the
destination special with
both first-time and return-
ing visitors

Hren adds that Newport
offers something for
everyone.

“And its appeal as a
diverse, drive-to destina-
tion was a key message
we worked to share with
potential visitors through-
out the region,” he said.

Travel trends continue
to show strong interest in
road trips and destinations
that are easily accessi-
ble by car and Discover
Newport has expanded its
digital marketing efforts
across key drive markets
to match those trends,
including Portland, Seattle,
Eugene, Boise, Bend and
Spokane, helping keep
Newport top of mind with
potential travelers, accord-
ing to Hren.

“From beaches and out-
door recreation to seafood,
arts and culture, family
attractions and special
events, Newport offers a
wide range of experiences
for visitors. That com-
bination of accessibility,
variety and year-round
appeal continues to make
Newport a compelling des-
tination,” he said.

As Newport heads into
the fall and winter, Hren
gives the following tourist
count forecast:

“Travel sentiment
research continues to indi-
cate some financial pres-
sure among consumers,
even as travel remains a
priority for many. We’ll be
watching visitation closely
from October through
January, with particular
attention to how demand
evolves across our key
visitor markets,” he said.
“Our goal is to highlight
the reasons for travelers to
choose Newport beyond
the traditional summer
season.”

This fall, Discover
Newport is highlighting
the city’s vibrant arts and
cultural offerings through
the Newport Festival of
Arts & Culture campaign.

“As we move into win-
ter, we’ll continue show-
casing the distinctive expe-
riences that make Newport
a year-round destination,
while closely monitoring
travel trends and adjusting
our marketing efforts as
needed,” Hren said.

Smaller cities in Lincoln
County, including Yachats,
Toledo, Seal Rock, and
Waldport, also are offering
visitor attractions into fall
and winter including what
is described as the alure of
the coastline’s natural and
dramatic beauty.
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building are all on pace to

finish before fall classes

begin.

Looking ahead, OCCC’s
Executive Leadership has
approved design work
on a final round of 2027
renovations — including
updated commons spaces,
kitchen and bookstore
improvements, and new
lactation rooms — set for
construction in summer
2027 to complete the bond
program voters approved
in May 2024.

By the Numbers (as of
August 2026)

e $46.8M — total bond
program funding to
date (bond sale + state
matching grant + other
income)

e $392M — committed
to contracts and design

across all bond projects
e $13.95M — spent to

date (36% of committed

costs)

* June 2027 — target
completion for OCATT
occupancy

e $2.4M+ — invested in
local Lincoln County
contractors so far,
including Ground FX
Landscaping, JCC
Construction, Three
Rocks Electrical &
Plumbing, and RK
Excavation

BACKGROUND

On May 21, 2024,
voters in Lincoln County
approved a bond measure
referred by OCCC to
build a center for trades
education and update and
upgrade existing college
facilities.

Initial plans for the
Oregon Coast Advanced
Technology & Trades
(OCATT) Center were first

OREGON COAST

COMMUNITY COLLEGE

OCGA

Conceptual drawing of the Oregon Coast
Advanced Technology & Trades (OCATT) facility.

(Courtesy photo)

drafted in 2017. The center
will greatly expand pre-ap-
prenticeship training and
programming for county
residents, as well as offer
a variety of certificates
and degrees in the marine,
technical, and construction
trades.

All proposed OCATT
programming will ulti-
mately be subject to
NWCCU approval, as
well as demand and
feasibility assessments.

As of summer 2026,
programs anticipated for
the building’s first years
of operation include the
following (note: any pro-
gram launched must first
receive approval from
various entities including
the College’s accrediting
agency, the Northwest
Commission on Colleges
and Universities):
¢ Construction/Carpentry
Skills Development
e Pre-Apprenticeship

e Industrial Facilities
Maintenance
e Maritime Technology
(Broad: May include
Refrigeration, Marine
Diesel, Electronics, etc.)
e HVAC
* Welding
In the May 24 election,
Lincoln County notched
a 40% voter turnout
and the measure passed
overwhelmingly, with
64.59% votes in favor
(10,065 for vs. 5,518
against). Subsequently,
the OCCC Board of
Education approved a
Bond Authorization. On
Sept. 11, 2025, the College
and community celebrated
the groundbreaking.
Facilities,
Furnishings, Safety, and
Modernization
Plans for the portion of
the levy proceeds to be
invested in the College’s
existing facilities were

informed by a 2023 facil-
ities needs assessment
study, performed by GLAS
Architects.

These projects include
safety and facilities mod-
ernization and upgrades,
some remodeling and
improvement of stu-
dent study spaces and
furnishings.

A priority project,
re-roofing the Central
County Campus building
in Newport, was identified
in this Needs Assessment,
and was substantially com-
pleted by October 2024.

Roof replacement,
including a solar array
that is expected to gener-
ate 99% of the building’s
electricity use each year,
is underway at the North
County Center in Lincoln
City during the summer
of 2026. Check back for
updates as additional proj-
ects are completed.

COMPLAINTS

From Page A8

NO5 masks.

When the AQI is
between 277 and 848,
employers must require
employees to wear nation-
ally-approved respirators.

When the AQI reaches
849 or higher, employers
must require employees
to wear respirators and
implement a full respira-
tory protection program,
which includes require-
ments such as medical
evaluations and fit test-
ing for employees using
tight-fitting respirators.

Many employees,
whose names were not
revealed in the public
records, alleged their
employer required them to
work outside in unhealthy
levels of air pollution
from wildfire smoke
without masks, inside
without proper building
ventilation or both. Many
also complained that they
did not receive training on
how to prevent heat ill-
ness or how to keep them-
selves safe from wildfire
smoke at work.

After evaluating a com-
plaint, Oregon OSHA can
order a workplace inspec-
tion, contact the employer
for more information or
take no further action if
the agency determines
the complaint doesn’t fall
within its jurisdiction or
that it doesn’t involve
workplace safety or
health, agency spokesper-
son Aaron Corvin said.

Citations are only
issued if a compliance
officer identifies a vio-
lation under the Oregon
Safe Employment Act, he
said.

Nearly a quarter of
complaints received no
action

The majority of com-
plaints came from the
service and retail industry,
followed by the outdoor
recreation, government
services and utility, man-
ufacturing and construc-
tion and policing and
security industries. Other
complaints came from
workers in the data cen-
ter, civic engagement and
farming industries.

Half of the records
didn’t list an employer or
address. Of the half that

DEATH
NOTICES

Larry Clark
Dec. 28th, 1943
Aug. 31st, 2026

Larry Clark of Toledo,
OR died on August 31st,
2026 at Cherrywood
Memory Care in
McMinville, OR.

A memorial service
will be held on Saturday,
September 19th at 11:00
AM at Sacred Heart
Catholic Church in
Newport, OR.

did, the greatest share —
six — were from workers
in Clackamas County. The
rest came from Crook,
Deschutes, Harney, Linn,
Union, Washington and
Yamhill counties.

More than half of the
complaints made this
summer resulted in the
agency reaching out to
employers for further
information.

The Girl Scouts of
Oregon and Southwest
Washington was one
employer that OSHA
reached out to following
a complaint alleging it
hosted an outdoor event
in Linn County where
employees and volunteers
were exposed to an AQI
between 150 to 200.

“Following its
review, Oregon OSHA
judged (Girl Scouts of
Oregon and Southwest
Washington’s) response
adequate, and no further
action was required,”
spokesperson Kyle
Mallory said in an
email. “Girl Scouts of
Oregon and Southwest
Washington takes the
health and safety of Girl
Scouts, volunteers and
staff seriously, and pro-
vides training, clear proto-
cols and support regarding
a variety of safety stan-
dards, including wildfire
smoke and air quality.”

Westates Flagman, a
flagging control company
based in Springfield,
argued a complaint alleg-
ing employees don’t
receive heat illness train-
ing or breaks doesn’t
accurately reflect the
company’s workplace
practices.

“We take employee
safety seriously and have
established heat illness
and wildfire smoke safety
programs in place,”
General Manager Rebecca
Rusco said. “We provide
employees with appro-
priate safety equipment
and supplies, including
access to drinking water
and required protective
equipment, and provide
training and information
regarding heat-related
illness and wildfire smoke
exposure.”

Nine complaints
resulted in inspections, all
of which were listed as
still in process.

At least 10 employers
received no action.

Employees can file a
workplace hazard com-
plaint at the Oregon
Occupational Safety and
Health Division website.

That includes the
Oregon Department of
Justice, which received
a complaint over poor
ventilation in a Central
Oregon office.

“This complaint lacked
sufficient detail to pro-
cess and was evaluated
by Oregon OSHA man-
agement as ‘no action’
and was not submitted to
ODOJ for a response,”
agency spokesperson
Jenny Hansson said in an
email. “No inspection was
conducted and no citation
was issued. This com-
plaint was closed with no
further action needed.”

Multnomah County
received a similar com-
plaint alleging employees
weren’t being offered
respirators despite poor
air quality in the office.

The county declined to
comment, saying Oregon
OSHA did not inform it
about the complaint.

In Prineville, an
employee working at the
Meta data center filed a
complaint alleging the
company wasn’t provid-
ing temporary employees
with protective equip-
ment amid harsh wildfire
smoke.

Ashley Settle, a spokes-
person for Meta, said an
inspector investigated
the allegations during an
onsite visit and deter-
mined there was no basis
for a noncompliance

finding.

https://oregoncapital-
chronicle.com/2026/09/08/
oregon-workplace-safe-
ty-complaints-rise-amid-
record-breaking-wildfire-
season/

Oregon Capital
Chronicle is part of States
Newsroom, a network of
news bureaus supported
by grants and a coalition
of donors as a 501¢(3)
public charity. Oregon
Capital Chronicle main-
tains editorial indepen-
dence. Contact Editor
Lynne Terry for questions:
info@oregoncapitalchron-
icle.com.

Janis Raye Parrett

January 28, 1955 - September 9, 2026

Janis Raye Parrett, 71 of Chanute, Kansas
passed away at her home on Wednesday,
September 9, 2026. Cremation will take
place under the direction of Countryside
Funeral Home and no services are scheduled
at this time.

Janis Raye Parrett was born on January
28, 1955 in Portland, Oregon to William
Trujillo and Joanne Mellin. On April 8,
2021, Janis married Danny Parrett in Miami,
Oklahoma. Janis loved to tend to her garden
and raise her beautiful flowers. She was also
a big fan of the Kansas City Chiefs. When it
was time to relax, she loved to listen to her
favorite music.

She is preceded in death by her parents,
and brother, Tommy Oliverio.

Janis' memory will live on with her
husband, Danny Parrett, children, Bryon
Ghering, Aaron, Ghering, and Nicole

Trammell, her siblings, Lynn Litfin, Leslie
West, Tony Oliverio, John Oliverio, Michelle
Toland, and Shannon Koppenhafer, and 5
grandchildren. In lieu of flowers memorial
contributions can be made to the Cherry
Street Youth Center.

Survived by her brothers
and sisters Patty Wood of
Gales Creek, OR., Sheila Dake
of Lincoln City, OR., Karen
Hager of Lincoln City, OR,
Danny Long of Pendleton,
OR., Gary Long of Auburn,
WA., Margie Long of Lincoln
City, OR.,and her son Michael
Jay Henry, her daughter
Kimberly Anne Henry, and
3 grandchildren. Kathy was
preceded in Death by her
mother Patricia ] Long, her
Father Martin Henry Long
and her sister Marilyn Ritchey.
Kathy worked for the State of
Washington Department of
Transportation as a Weigh
Master and also for the State

Kathy Knaus

Jan 21 1951- August 27th 2026

\ e

of Washington Department
of Revenue. After retiring
from the State of Washington
she worked at Chinook
Winds Casino as a cashier
for 10 years. She lived in
Lincoln City Oregon for
approximately 25 years.

H Free Pickup & Towing.
u Top Tax Deduction.

m Support Veteran Nonprofits.

Donate Your Vehicle Today

866-695-9265

www.veterancardonations.org/dnt20
While we appreciate every donation, in some cases, we find that we are unable to accept certain vehicles, watercraft, and/or
recreational vehicles due to the prohibitive costs of acquisition. If you have any questions, please give us a call at (866) 695-9265.

Donate Your Vehicle
Call (866) 695-9265 to donate

your car, truck, boat, RV,
and more today!

o

Susan

Winter

6/3/1950-8/31/2026

Susan Morrow (Kays) Winter was born
June 3rd, 1950, to Ralph and Lois Morrow
in Prineville, OR. After graduating from
Pendleton High School in 1968, Susan
traveled the world and loved to kayak and
camp throughout the Pacific Northwest.
She once traveled solo on a tour of small
Mexican villages and immersed herself in
language and culture that would shape the
rest of her life. She moved to Newport, where
she worked at a variety of jobs, from driving
a steamroller to serving as an administrative
assistant to the Lincoln County Board of
Commissioners.

Susan returned to Eastern Oregon where
she received her Masters degree from
University of Washington and became an
English as a Second Language (ESL) teacher.
She taught elementary school in Hermiston
and Adult ESL evening classes at Blue
Mountain Community College. She loved
her students and made lifelong friends with
their families. Twenty years ago, she met the
love of her life, Richard Winter, at the Echo
Fish Feed and eventually moved to Echo,
Oregon. She and Richard were married in
2013. They built a wonderful life in Echo
where Richard served as mayor for 14
years. They became known as “Mr. and Mrs.
Mayor” to their Echo friends and neighbors.

Susan was preceded in death by her
parents, brother, Steven Morrow, husband,

Bud Kays, and husband, Richard Winter.
She leaves behind her family including
niece, Susan Morrow Ruth and great nieces,
Chelsie Ruth-Mitchell, Tyler Peters, and
Mikena Ruth.

Susan was an avid gardener and created
beautiful flower arrangements to share with
friends and neighbors. She was infinitely
generous to all she met and established a
scholarship to continue her support for
students in the Hispanic community.

In lieu of flowers, the family asks for
donations be made to The Susan and
Richard Winter Memorial Scholarship and
mailed to the Banner Bank at 101 E Main
St, Hermiston, OR 97838. She will be forever
loved and missed by her family and friends.

At her request there will be no service.

help the blind and visually impaired.
FREE TOWING & TAX DEDUCTIBLE

voucher

Donate Your Car

Imagine the Difference You Can Make
Vehicle donations are fully tax-deductible |
and the proceeds help provide services to

When you donate your car, you’ll receive:
v a $200 restaurant

v a 2-night, 3-day hotel stay
at one of 50 locations

Call 1-844-533-9173

OBITUARY POLICY

1. DEATH NOTICE: This option includes basic information
such as the deceased’s name, age, town of residency, and
details about any funeral services. There is no charge for
this service. If you wish to add a photo, there is a $35 fee.

2. SERVICE NOTICE: A Death Notice that includes a link to a
free obituary will be charged $75 dollars.

3. STANDARD OBITUARY: For $100, you can submit an
obituary with up to 200 words. Each additional 200
words cost $75. A small photo can be included at no extra
charge. If you’d like to add more photos, each additional

. 'I‘vl leritage
———— Get A Vision Screening Annually (= ...,B;i.*}d one costs $35.
——— £

4. 50% OFF PICK-UP OPTION: If you choose to republish
an obituary within one month of its original publication
date without making any changes, you’ll receive a 50%
discount.

5. ONLINE: All obituaries are placed online at no additional
charge

Obituaries need to be submitted and paid for by 4 p.m. on
Wednesday the week prior to publication.

Need further assistance? Call 503-842-7535 Monday - Friday
8:30 a.m. - 5 p.m. or email classifieds@orcoastnews.com
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Workplace safety complaints rise amid record-breaking wildfire season

MA MALDONAFO
Oregon Capital Chronicle

Complaints to Oregon’s
workplace safety and health
agency have reached an all-
time high since it introduced
rules protecting employees
from extreme heat and wildfire
smoke four years ago.

The Oregon Occupational
Safety and Health Division,
or Oregon OSHA, received
at least 44 complaints from
employees across different
industries between June 1 to
Aug. 18, according to docu-
ments the Capital Chronicle
obtained through a records
request.

That’s about 10 more than
in 2023, when the agency
received its second highest
number of wildfire and smoke
complaints. In 2024, it received
nine. In 2025, it received two.

The rise in complaints
coincides with Oregon’s
record-breaking wildfire season
that has scorched 2.5 million
acres across the state.

The agency received 32
complaints during the first
week of August, following
several weeks of massive light-
ning-caused wildfires in July

Oregon Department of Transportation maintenance specialist Del Sabrowski closes part of
a highway in response to the 2020 Labor Day wildfires. (Photo by Oregon Department of

Transportation)

such as the Grasshopper Fire
near Mount Hood, the Second
Flat Fire outside Burns and the
Coleman Creek Fire southwest
of Warms Springs Reservoir.

Oregon OSHA adopted
rules in 2022 to protect

employees from heat and
wildfire smoke

Since 2022, Oregon OSHA
has required most employers to
offer protections to employees
working in extreme heat and
wildfire smoke.

The state’s heat rules require
employers to provide free
drinking water and shaded
areas to employees working
in weather above 80 degrees
Fahrenheit, and breaks when
employees are working in

FAST FACTS

Oregon received the
highest number of em-
ployee complaints this
year related to smoke
and wildfire since it es-
tablished rules in 2022
protecting employees
working in smoky and

hot conditions.

Employees can file a
workplace hazard com-
plaint at the Oregon
Occupational Safety and
Health Division website.

above 90 degrees.

The wildfire smoke rules are
based on the Air Quality Index,
which measures the level of air
pollution.

When the Air Quality Index
is between 101 to 276, a range
that’s considered unhealthy
for sensitive groups to very
unhealthy for everyone,
employers must offer employ-
ees respirators that meet
national standards, such as

See COMPLAINTS, page A7

OSHA 2022-2026

2022 2023

Wildfire and smoke complaints to Oregon

The Oregon Occupational Safety and Health Division adopted rules in
2022 protecting workers from extreme heat and wildfire smoke. The
agency received the highest number of complaints this year, ranging
from employees who work for state and local agencies, as well as those
working in manufacturing, outdoor recreation and service industries.

2024 2025 2026

This data reflecis a public records request the Oregon Capital Chronicle made o the
Oregon Dccupational Safely and Health Division requesting all wildfire and smoke-
related complaints made between June T lo Aug. 18, 2026

Chart: Mia Maldonado - Source: Oregon Ocoupational Safety and Health Division = Get the
data - Embed - Download image - Created with Datawrapper

Industries whose employees submitted smoke and wildfire complaints 2026

The magority of wildfire and smoke complaints submitted 1o the Oregon Decupational Safety and Health Division came from the service and
retail industry. Restaurant, hardware store and recreational vehicle dealership workers expressed concern that they had to work in unhealihy air

quality without their employer offering masks.
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State proposes 2027 Workers” Compensation Rates

On average, Oregon employ-
ers will pay 92 cents per $100
of payroll for workers” com-
pensation coverage in 2027
under a proposal the Oregon
Department of Consumer and
Business Services (DCBS).

The rate, announced Sept. 9,
would be the second lowest on
record.

The pure premium rate
would increase by an average
2.1 percent under the proposal.
Pure premium is the base rate
insurers use to determine how
much employers must pay for
medical costs and lost wages.
Despite the increase, the pure
premium per $100 of payroll
will have declined by 36.5 per-
cent from 2018 to 2027.

The increase to the aver-
age pure premium rate would
contribute to an increase in
the average cost of workers’
compensation coverage, from
89 cents per $100 of payroll
in 2026 to 92 cents per $100
of payroll in 2027. This figure
is referred to as loaded pure
premium and includes pure
premium, insurer profit and
expense factors, and assess-
ments paid by employers.

The rise in Oregon’s average
pure premium rate is due to
benefits for workers injured on
the job being increased through
Senate Bill 1519 (2026), which
modified weekly lost-time
wage compensation benefits
for workers with disabling
claims. The bill is intended to
elevate benefits for lower wage
earners who are injured on the

)
DCBS/|

Department of
Consumer and
Business Services

The DCBS website has a table showing the workers’
compensation cost summary for 2027 and more
information about Oregon workers’ compensation costs.

(Courtesy photo)

job. Under current law, tem-
porary total disability benefits
are paid at 66 2/3 percent of
the state average weekly wage
(SAWW). Effective Jan. 1,
2027, the weekly compensation
rate for wages up to 75 percent
of the average weekly wage
will increase to 75 percent,
while the compensation rate for
wages more than 75 percent of
the SAWW will decrease to 65
percent.

Long-term declines in lost-
time claim frequency continue
to help offset upward pres-
sure on system costs from
higher medical and indemnity
claim severity seen across the
country, as well as benefit
increases such as those made
by Senate Bill 1519, accord-
ing to the National Council
on Compensation Insurance
(NCCI). NCCl is the U.S.
rate-setting organization
whose recommendation DCBS
reviews as part of its annual
public process to decide rates.

The 2.1 percent increase in
the pure premium is an aver-
age, so an individual employer

may see a larger or smaller
increase, no change, or even

a decrease, depending on the
employer’s industry. Also, an
employer’s premium is affected
by factors other than changes
in pure premium rates, such as
the employer’s payroll, mod-
ifications based on its claim
experience, and its insurer’s
profit and expense factor.

The increase in the pure pre-
mium will be effective Jan. 1,
2027, but employers will see
the changes when they renew
their policies for 2027.

Employers’ total cost for
workers’ compensation insur-
ance also includes a premium
assessment. In addition,
employers pay at least half
of the Workers’ Benefit Fund
(WBF) component and the
Oregon Bureau of Labor and
Industries (BOLI) Expense
Fund component, which are
cents-per-hour-worked rates

The premium assessment,
which is a percentage of the
workers’ compensation insur-
ance premium employers pay,
is added to the pure premium.

It would remain at 9.8 percent
in 2027, the same as 2026,
under the DCBS proposal. In
fact, 2027 would mark the
sixth-straight year the premium
assessment remained at 9.8
percent.

The premium assessment
funds the successful programs
of Oregon’s workers’ com-
pensation system, including
the Workers” Compensation
Division; Oregon OSHA; the
Workers’ Compensation Board,
which resolves disputes over
the state’s workers’ compensa-
tion and workplace safety laws;
the Ombuds Office for Oregon
Workers, an independent advo-
cate for workers on workers’
compensation and workplace
safety and health; and the
Office of the Small Business
Ombudsman for Workers’
Compensation, an independent
advocate for small businesses,
entrepreneurs, and the profes-
sional advisers who serve them.

Meanwhile, the WBF assess-
ment funds return-to-work pro-
grams, provides increased ben-
efits over time for workers who
are permanently and totally
disabled, and gives benefits to
families of workers who die
from workplace injuries or
diseases.

The fund’s revenue comes
from a cents-per-hour-worked
assessment. The assessment
would increase to 2.2 cents per
hour worked in 2027. It would
be the fourth-lowest rate since
the inception of the cents-per-
hour assessment in 1996.

New for 2027 is the estab-
lishment of the BOLI Expenses
Fund (BEF) component,
created by House Bill 4027
(2026). DCBS is collecting that
component to help fund BOLI.
In 2027, DCBS will collect 0.2
cents per hour worked for the
fund.

The addition of the BEF
component combined with the
WBF component results in a
total assessment of 2.4 cents
per hour worked.

Oregon’s workers’ com-
pensation premium rates have
ranked favorably compared to
other states for many years.
Oregon had the nation’s 14th
least expensive rates in 2024,
according to a nationally recog-
nized biennial study conducted
by DCBS.

The public hearings for the
premium assessment and the
WBF assessment are Thursday,
Sept. 17, at 3 p.m. and 4 p.m.

Written testimony will
be accepted through 5 p.m.
Thursday, Sept. 24, by the
Director’s Office of DCBS,
P.O. Box 14480, Salem, OR
97309-0405.

The DCBS website has a
table showing the workers’
compensation cost summary
for 2027 and more information
about Oregon workers’ com-
pensation costs.

The loaded pure premium
includes insurer costs, known
as expense loading factors.
Historic figures are adjusted
to reflect the 2026 mix of
employment and payroll.
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Leadership Lincoln applications open

Award winning jazz vocalist
Greta Matassa local concert

INHOUSE JAZZ

INHOUSE Jazz wraps
up the 2026 Season on
the coast with a con-
cert Sept. 20, hosted by
vocalist Annie Averre
in a private residence in
Waldport.

The featured musician
for this afternoon house
concert is premiere jazz
vocalist from Seattle,
Greta Matassa, with
guitarist Christopher
Woitach, bassist, Clipper
Anderson and drummer
Charlie Doggett.

Nine-times-voted
Northwest Jazz vocalist
of the year and Hall of
Fame Jazz Vocalist, Greta
Matassa is featured in
many of the area’s best
jazz clubs and concert
venues, her forty-year
career a whirlwind of

See CONCERT, page B3

Nine-times-voted Northwest Jazz vocalist of
the year and Hall of Fame Jazz Vocalist, Greta
Matassa. (Courtesy photo)

SUBMITTED

Do you know some-
one that would benefit
from participating in
Leadership Lincoln?

LEADERSHIP LINCOLN

Building Capable
Leaders. Strengthening
Our Community.

Presented by the
Greater Newport
Chamber of Commerce
in partnership with
Jalene Case Coaching &
Consulting.

Empower your lead-
ership journey. Drive
regional impact.

Register Today

Class size limited to 30
participants

https://www.new-
portchamber.org/
leadership-lincoln/

Discover the Potential
of Lincoln County

Leadership Lincoln is
a transformative 9-month
professional development

Icleditor@countrymedia.net

cohort designed for

emerging managers,

business owners, and civ-
ic-minded leaders across

Lincoln County.
Through monthly

immersive sessions, par-

ticipants step out of their
daily routines to study
the vital infrastructure,
economic drivers, and
public policy decisions
shaping our coastal
region. You will gain
direct access to industry
leaders, engage in peer
discussions, and build
practical management
skills to accelerate your

career while making a

tangible difference in our

local communities.
Why Invest in

Leadership Lincoln?

e Expand Your
Regional Network:
Connect with a diverse
cohort spanning private
enterprise, non-profits,
healthcare, educa-
tion, and municipal

government.

e Hone Practical
Management SKkills:
Participate in interac-
tive workshops focused
on self-awareness,
effective communica-
tion, strategic planning,
and collaborative
problem-solving.

e Gain Unrivaled
Insider Access: Tour
key local facilities and
engage in off-the-re-
cord dialogues with
decision-makers driv-
ing Lincoln County»s
growth.

e Foster Retention &
Growth: For employ-
ers, sponsoring a par-
ticipant demonstrates
a strong commitment
to local talent retention
and long-term career
development.

9 Months of Targeted

Growth
Our curriculum

See LEADER, page B3

Symphony celebrates 20 years with A

Adam Flatt

NEWPORT SYMPHOINY
ORCHESTRA

¢ ¢ All you really need
in order to play
Tchaikovsky con-

vincingly is a superb string
section; a cluster of stellar
wind players; a brass section
with confident intonation and
absolutely no restraint; and
a conductor who can pull
it all together in a way that
feels natural without ever
veering into mere schmaltz,
Fortunately, the NSO has
all those ingredients,”
noted the concert reviewer
Matthew Neil Andrews, in
his Oregon Artswatch review
of the Newport Symphony’s
November 2025 performance
of Tchaikovsky’s Symphony
No. 6.

See SYMPHONY, page B2

“Certain composer personalities emerge and recede over time, but | do have a lifelong and enduring love for Joseph
Haydn. His inventiveness, wit, and style are so appealing. His subtler way of revealing his warm heart is wonderful. His
music makes the listener feel smart." Adam Flatt. (Courtesy photo)

Beach, River Cleanup a

SOLVE’s annual Beach
& Riverside Cleanup
is bringing volunteers
together along the
Oregon Coast and across
Oregon and Southwest
Washington from
September 18-27.

Coastal communities
in six Oregon counties
will have opportunities
to clean up beaches
and coastal areas, with
the majority of coastal
events taking place on
International Coastal
Cleanup Day, September
19.

International Coastal
Cleanup Day brings
communities around the
world together to remove
litter and marine debris
from coastlines and
waterways. By taking
part locally, Oregon vol-
unteers can help protect
the beaches, waterways

and coastal communities
they know and love.

Featured Beach &
Riverside Cleanup
Events on the Oregon
Coast:

Mile MeetUp, Paddle,
& Clean Up at the
Salmon River

Otis | September 19, 9
am-1 pm

Join River Sea Ranger
Ken Sund and Oregon
Shores for a paddle on
the Salmon River fol-
lowed by a guided walk
and cleanup along the
Salmon River South Spit.
The family-friendly event
is part of Oregon Shores’
Coast Watch Adopt-a-
Mile Program and is
open to participants with
their own kayaks or other
watercraft.

Wreck of the Peter
Iredale Beach Cleanup

Warrenton |

ong Oregon Coast

September 19, 10
am-12 pm

SOLVE, Fort George
Brewery and Oregon
Shores are teaming up
for a community cleanup
at Peter Iredale Beach
in Fort Stevens State
Park. Volunteers will
remove consumer waste,
marine debris and micro-
trash along one of the
coast’s most recognizable
stretches of shoreline.

Sand Lake Beach &
Riverside Cleanup

Pacific City |
September 19, 10 am —
1 pm

Volunteers of all ages
are invited to join this
family-friendly cleanup
at Sand Lake, helping
remove litter from the
beach and surrounding
area.

See CLEANUP, page B3

This child joined a previous SOLVE beach cleanup effort along the Oregon
Coast. (Courtesy photo)
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SYMPHONY

From Page B1

Indeed, Anderson’s
observation has been the
consensus of the Newport
community for two
decades.

During the 2006-07
season, the Newport
Symphony Orchestra
hosted four finalists from
a national pool of 150
candidates to audition
to be the next Music
Director of the Newport
Symphony. The winning
candidate was Adam
Flatt, who has remained
with the orchestra
ever since and is now
commencing his 20th
season with the ensem-
ble. Flatt’s experience
included an apprentice-
ship with James DePreist
and Murry Sidlin at the
Oregon Symphony, and
the position of Associate
conductor at the Colorado
Symphony, a position that
Marin Alsop recruited
him for and he had
held for five years. He
impressed the Newport
musicians and community
then and they continue to
enjoy having Flatt at the
helm today.

The orchestra was
created in 1989 as the
brainchild of the origi-
nal conductors, Anthony
Armore and famed actor
David Ogden Stiers and
was named the Yaquina
Chamber Orchestra con-
comitantly with the newly
formed Ernest Bloch
Music Festival. In 1996
the name was changed to
Yaquina Orchestra and
the organization merged
with the Bloch Festival
into the legal name BAY
Music Association. (BAY
being an acronym for
Bloch And Yaquina)
Then in 2004 during
Sylvain Fremaux’s tenure
as Music Director, the
ensemble was renamed
Newport Symphony
Orchestra. After
Fremaux’s departure the
following year, the group
had gone through enough
growing pains to become
reared and ready for a top
notch Music Director.

NSO cellist, Charmaine
Leclair, is the daughter of
former Newport mayor,
Sandy Roumagoux, who
was on the first, original
Board of Directors of the
NSO, and who announced
the formation of the

Leaf@Filter

GUTTER
PROTECTION

Stop cleaning-out
your gutters this

season

EXPIRES: 11/30/2026

ensemble in a 1989 press
release.

Roumagoux also
announced that those
who passed the audition
to be in the chamber
orchestra would be eli-
gible to earn college
credits free of charge
at the Oregon Coast
Community College by
taking a course taught
by Armore. Thirty-seven
years later, in September
2026, Leclair interviewed
Maestro Flatt for his
milestone 20th season.

Charmaine Leclair:
First of all, Maestro,
congratulations on this
achievement. It is truly
rare for a Music Director
of a symphony orchestra
to have a twenty-year
long tenure with one
orchestra. Less than 5%
of all Music Directors can
claim this feat. So again,
kudos to you and thank
you for your amazing
musicianship. Now, it is
not always obvious how
people end up in their
profession. For example,
I knew a person who
grew up on a turkey farm,
but ended up playing
the viola. I'm curious to
know, how did you end
up playing the viola, but
then end up choosing a
career in conducting?

Adam Flatt: I began
violin lessons at age
5—and I hope that our
readers and audience
realize how typical this
is. When they see profes-
sional musicians working
at the highest level of the
art, almost every one of
those musicians began
serious work on their
instrument before the age
of 10. There is no other
profession that is similar
in that respect. So any-
way, I had a nurturing
teacher and supportive
parents who honored the
interest that I showed.
And then my neighbor-
hood public school had
an excellent orchestra
beginning in seventh
grade. What a gift! The
first day of orchestra, we
read through Schubert’s
Rosamunde Overture, and
I almost swooned at the
power of being inside that
ensemble. I trace my love
for orchestral music back
to that moment.

Leclair: You once men-
tioned that the late David
Ogden Stiers was easy
to be friends with. You
noted that as an adult, it

AN ADDITIONAL

25% OFF LeafFiiter + 10% 225y
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Promo: 285
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is often difficult to cul-
tivate friendships. What
was it that made you
and David’s friendship
develop so naturally?

Flatt: It probably
started with trust. David
had no ego—he was
explicitly clear that he
was 100 percent for the
success of the orchestra,
no promotion of himself
at all, no aspirations to
be the leader. And on my
side I was definitely no
threat to his unusually
strong need for privacy.
(He was inscrutable
to almost everyone.)
Chronologically David
belonged to my parents-
generation, not mine, and
we certainly had led dif-
ferent kinds of lives. But
he and I clicked imme-
diately, finding much in
common to do with our
musical taste (his knowl-
edge of the symphonic
repertoire was really
impressive) and our very
similar, language-based
senses of humor.

We made each other
laugh a lot. He was such
a supporter, SO generous
with words of encourage-
ment. He sent me many
wonderful notes in his
distinctive calligraphy,
and called me often on
the phone. The gener-
ational difference was
completely irrelevant,

I guess largely because
David was so indifferent
to his own age, and age
in general. He was one of
the most remarkable peo-
ple I have known.

Leclair: When you
introduced me to your
children about a year
ago, I asked them if
they liked Newport, and
without missing a beat,
they enthusiastically and
loudly exclaimed in uni-
son, “Yes!!” What are
some things that you and
your family enjoy about
the Newport area?

Flat: One thing I love
about Lincoln County
and the Coast is that
it is beautiful in every
season, from the placid
Indian summer in the fall
to the wildest tempests
of the winter (and fall,
and spring.) My family
and I love to hike up
to Cascade Head every
summer--rain, fog, or
shine.

It is a lovely commu-
nity. It is not just about
tourism, or just about
fishing, or just about
ocean science, or just
about its wonderful retir-
ees; it is all of those and
much more. It is a good
community for arts and
artists of all kinds. The
scenic beauty nurtures us.

Newport is best

appreciated on foot. Like
old-time radio’s “The
Whistler,” I “walk by
night,” often taking in the
sights, sounds, and smells
of the Bayfront and Nye
Beach in the magical late
nighttime hours.

Leclair: Is there a par-
ticular genre of music, or
a composer, that you have
a strong affinity with, or
perhaps that people would
recognize as your signa-
ture style?

Flatt: Certain composer
personalities emerge and
recede over time, but I
do have a lifelong and
enduring love for Joseph
Haydn. His inventive-
ness, wit, and style are
so appealing. His subtler
way of revealing his
warm heart is wonderful.
His music makes the lis-
tener feel smart.

I have always been a
complete classical music
nerd. I never engaged
much with the popular
culture or pop music of
my own time. As a teen-
ager I was listening to
classical radio. I love the
whole repertoire.

Leclair: The late
Maestro George Solti
once said that he recom-
mended that people come
prepared to a concert by
listening to a recording of
the program beforehand,
that a symphony concert
shouldn’t be the first time
someone hears a work.
What are your thoughts
on that?

Flatt: Good idea, but
not strictly necessary.
Some of the most pow-
erful experiences I have
had were encountering
masterpieces for the first
time in concerts!

Leclair: When I was
a member of the Eugene
Symphony during Marin
Alsop’s tenure, I heard
her say that being a music
director is a unique job
because it requires that
a person not only be a
superior musician, but
also to be a leader, a
psychologist, a human
resource manager, a
comedian, a marketing
director, a music his-
torian, and a political
advocate for the arts who
is always defending the
existence of symphony
orchestras. Has this been
your experience or are
there other challenges
that you have experienced
being a Music Director
that the average concert
goer might not know
about?

Flatt: Marin was
right. I worked for her
in Denver for years and
saw her doing all of those
things. It is my experi-
ence as well.

FREE TOWING & TAX DEDUCTIBLE
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One misconception
about conductors is that
our work is very public
and very physical. The
opposite is true. For all
the rehearsing and per-
forming, we spend count-
less more hours alone and
sedentary, learning the
scores and preparing.

Leclair: Many years
ago, there was a study
on 458 orchestra conduc-
tors over a twenty year
period that concluded that
orchestra conductors have
a lifespan that is 38%
longer than the national
average. Does that sur-
prise you?

Flatt: Yes it does. I
thought that had to be a
myth.

In 2016 several NSO
musicians were asked to
share a favorite musical
memory for the cele-
bration of Flatt’s 10th
anniversary as Music
Director. NSO violinist,
Alistair Kok, contributed
a memory of performing
with Flatt.

Kok reminisced,
“Playing Schumann’s 4th
Symphony, with Adam
Flatt directing, was such
an incredibly enrich-
ing experience. Adam’s
thoughtful, precise, and
patient leadership brought
out SO many nuances
that could easily have
been glossed over. He’s
a phenomenal conductor
and fine musician that
brings out the best in the
orchestra without having
to rely upon theatrics and
show-boating. He’s the
real deal —substantive and
utterly professional. He’s
certainly the best that I've
ever worked within all
of Oregon, Washington,
New England, Virginia
and Ohio.”

Leclair: Do you have a
favorite memory with the
NSO?

Flatt: So many. Our
PAC is intimate, and it is
touching to hear the emo-
tional impact of the music
on our listeners who are
all sitting so close to us.
Last season we played
Jake Runestad’s A Silence
Haunts Me, a work set
to an anguished letter of
Beethoven. It is a work
that could come off a
little mawkish unless
it is performed —and
received — with abso-
lute sincerity. With our
remarkable people (I
mean both onstage and
in our audience) it was a
fervent performance, and
was quite meaningful for
all.

Leclair: If you had a
magic wand and could
eliminate all budget and
logistical constraints,
what would you program
for the NSO audiences?

Flatt: How gratifying
that we already program
so well for our audience.
This is why I love lead-
ing the NSO. We make
serious, stimulating pro-
grams, and don’t dumb
things down or chase
trends. Our community
knows the power of
great art. Now, if I had
everything I needed at
my disposal, I'd love to

offer Newport a Verdi
Requiem, and a Mahler
Ninth, maybe a Bruckner
Fifth. I’d have artists
like Midori, Gil Shaham,
Joshua Bell, and Alisa
Weilerstein on stage with
us. I would be commis-
sioning interesting com-
posers more often.

Leclair: Do you have
any regrets?

Flatt: Well, not much
time for that. Music is
always for tomorrow,
for the future, for get-
ting ready for the next
program. As soon as the
last note sounds on one
concert, we are ready to
prepare the next one!

In November 2015
an interviewer for the
Lincoln County Leader
(then the Newport News
Times) reflected that it
is rather unusual to find
a symphony of this cal-
iber in a town the size
of Newport, particularly
one that is located several
hours away from a large
city.

Flatt responded, “That’s
our badge of pride. The
roots of that go back all
the way to the vision-
aries who thought there
should be a performing
arts center here, that this
should be the coastal city
with the PAC. We are
supported by a commit-
ted and passionate board
and a loyal audience that
appreciates all of what
we do,” he added, “so
we’ve been very, very
fortunate.”

The NSO and the
Central Oregon Coast
community has definitely
been very, very fortunate
and continues to be so,
with much gratitude to
the musicians of the NSO
and to Maestro Adam
Flatt.

The NSO opens their
20th anniversary season
with Music Director
Adam Flatt on September
26 and 27, 2026 at the
Newport Performing Arts
Center. The sopranos and
altos of the Willamette
Master Chorus will
join the symphony on
Debussy’s Nocturnes.
Also programmed are
Jessie Montgomery
Coincident Dances and
Stravinksy 1945 Suite
from the Firebird.

“SIREN SONG”

When: Saturday,
September 26, 2026 at
7:30pm — preconcert talk
at 6:45pm, 2 p.m. Sunday,
September 27

Where: Newport
Performing Arts Center.
777 W. Olive Newport

How much: Tickets
start at $46.25 for regular
seating.

Students $10 with ID
Under age 30: $28

Repertoire:

e Claude Debussy:

Nocturnes
e Robert Lowry: How

Can I Keep From

Singing?

e Jessie Montgomery:

Coincident Dances
e Igor Stravinksy: The

Firebird (1945 Suite)

For tickets call 541-
265-ARTS (2787) or go to
COASTARTS.ORG/NSO.
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st Training Progran

SUBMITTED following Saturdays:
e October 17
The American Cetacean e October 31
Society - Oregon Chapter’s e November 7
Certified Whale Watch e November 14 or 21 (Final

Naturalist Training Program,
begins this October in Newport.
Designed to inspire conserva-
tion and deepen public knowl-
edge of cetaceans and marine comprehensive educational
mammals off the Oregon Coast,  experience, including:
this course prepares partici- * Expert-led lectures from
pants to represent the American marine scientists and working

date to be confirmed based on
park projects)

Program Highlights
Participants will receive a

Designed to inspire conservation and deepen public knowledge of cetaceans and marine
mammals off the Oregon Coast, this course prepares participants to represent the
American Cetacean Society (ACS) at tabling events, schools, special events/programs and
whale watching sites. (Courtesy photo)

Cetacean Society (ACS) at naturalists.

tabling events, schools, special * Hands-on learning, field trips, ~ Oregon’s Marine Reserves, interested individuals should porpoises and their habitats

events/programs and whale mentoring and identification seabirds and marine mammal email acsoregonchapter@gmail.  through public education,

watching sites. training. stranding response. No special- com. Please include your full awarding research grants and
Course Schedule and * A binder of materials for ized background is required — name, address and phone num- conservation actions. For more

Location personal use and a reference only a passion for whales, dol- ber in the registration request. information, visit the national
Training sessions will be held book. phins and porpoises. Attendance About the American website at www.acsonline.org or

at the South Beach State Park A Student ACS Membership,
meeting yurt, located at 5580 name tag and Certificate of

follow the Oregon Chapter on
social media:

at all sessions is mandatory and
participants will complete home-

Cetacean Society
The American Cetacean

SW Cpast Hwy, NCWPO.ﬂf OR Completion. work assignments and a final Society is recognized as the ¢ Facebook: American
(p.arkmg for course participants Curriculum and quiz to earn certification. oldest whale conservation Cetacean Society — Oregon
will be free). The program con-  Requirements Registration Details organization in the world, Chapter

sists of four full-day sessions
from 8:30 a.m. — 4:30 p.m., with
a lunch break each day, on the

The course covers a diverse
range of topics, including ceta-
ceans, natural history, pinnipeds,

founded in 1967. The mission
of this all-volunteer non-profit
is to protect whales, dolphins,

* Instagram: @acsoregon
¢ TikTok: @acs.oregon

The cost for the entire pro-
gram, including everything
above, is $250.00. To register,

Sea Otter Awareness Month

ELAKHA ALLIANCE

The Elakha Alliance, an
Oregon nonprofit working
to restore sea otters to the
Oregon Coast, invites the
public to celebrate Sea
Otter Awareness Month
this September, culminat-
ing in Sea Otter Awareness
Week (SOAW), September
20-26, 2026.

While sea otters are not
currently found along the
Oregon Coast, the month-
long celebration looks
toward a future when these
keystone marine mam-
mals could once again call
Oregon home. Events will
give Oregonians opportu-
nities to learn about sea
otters, their role in healthy
coastal ecosystems, and
efforts to bring them back.

SOAW is facilitated by
a coalition including Sea
Otter Savvy, Defenders

of Wildlife, Monterey
Bay Aquarium, California
Department of Parks and
Recreation, and the Elakha
Alliance. In Oregon, the
Elakha
Alliance is partnering
with organizations and
businesses including the
Oregon Zoo, Oregon
Coast Aquarium, Fullerton
Wines, Breakside Brewery,
Claim 52 Brewery, and
The Portland Aquarium to
host educational programs
and community events
throughout the month.
This year’s theme,
“Rooted in Resilience,”
celebrates the connections
between sea otters, kelp
forests, wildlife, and peo-
ple - and the relationships
that help coastal ecosys-
tems and communities
adapt, recover, and thrive.
For Oregon, it also rep-
resents a vision for the

future: restoring sea otters
to the coast and helping
restore balance to the
marine ecosystems they
once called home.

The month’s events offer
something for everyone -
from sea otter-themed Sip
& Paint events featuring a
playful take on the Mona
Lisa, to sea otter viewing
stations at the Oregon
Zoo and Oregon Coast
Aquarium, educational
programs, live-streamed
events, and even sea otter
Drag Bingo. Whether
through art, science, enter-
tainment, or hands-on
learning, these events give
Oregonians a chance to
celebrate sea otters, learn
about their ecological
importance, and support
the vision of bringing them
back to Oregon’s Coast.

Oregon’s 2026 Sea Otter
Awareness Month Events

For event details and
registration, visit www.
elakhaalliance.org/event/
sea-otter-awareness-week.
e Sept 20 — Sea Otter

Viewing Station at

Oregon Zoo (10 a.m.-2

p.m.), Portland
e Sept 20 — Sea Otter

Sip & Paint Night #1

at Fullerton Wines (6

p.m.-8 p.m.), Portland
e Sept 22 — Float Down

the Coast Livestream,

Virtual (12 p.m.-1 p.m.)
e Sept 22 — Sea Otter

Pint Night at Claim 52

Brewing (5 p.m.-8 p.m.),

Eugene
e Sept 23 — Sea Otter

Sip & Paint Night #2

at Fullerton Wines (6

p.m.-8 p.m.), Portland
e Sept 24 — Sea Otter

Bingo at Claim 52

Bayfront (6 p.m.-8

p.m.), Newport
e Sept 26 — Sea Otter

Viewing Station at
Oregon Coast Aquarium
(10 am.-5 p.m.)
Newport

* Sept 26 — Sea Otter

Extravaganza at The

Portland Aquarium (11

a.m.-5 p.m.) Portland

About Sea Otter
Restoration in Oregon

Sea otters were once
abundant along the Oregon
coast but were hunted
nearly to extinction for
their fur by the early
1900s. Although pop-
ulations are recovering
in parts of California,
Washington and Alaska,
sea otters remain absent
from nearly 900 miles of
their former range along
the Oregon and northern
California coasts.

The Elakha Alliance
works to make Oregon’s
marine and coastal eco-
systems and communities

more resilient by restoring
a healthy population of
sea otters to the Oregon
coast. Feasibility studies
completed in 2022 by the
Elakha Alliance and U.S.
Fish and Wildlife Service
found that sea otter res-
toration could provide
ecological and economic
benefits to the region.

As a keystone species,
sea otters can help main-
tain healthy kelp forests,
which provide critical hab-
itat for numerous marine
species and support com-
mercial and recreational
fisheries. Research also
indicates potential eco-
nomic benefits for coastal
communities through
increased tourism and
travel.

To learn more, visit
OregonSeaOtters.org or
follow @ElakhaAlliance
on Instagram.

CLEANUP

From Page B1

Netarts/Oceanside Fall
Beach Cleanup

Netarts | September
19,12 pm - 2 pm

Friends of Netarts Bay
WEBS and Oceanside
Action Partnership are
bringing the community
together for a fall beach
cleanup, with volunteers
able to start at either The
Schooner Restaurant or
the upper parking lot at
Oceanside Beach.

Beach Cleanup at
Horsefall OHV Staging
Area

North Bend |
September 19, 10 am-1
pm

Willamette Valley
Wheelers, in partnership
with PNW4WDA Region
6, will bring off-road
enthusiasts, families and
community members
together to remove litter
and marine debris from

Horsfall Beach Road and
surrounding recreation
areas.

Clean Up Sitka Sedge
State Natural Area

Cloverdale |
September 21, 10 am -1
pm

Volunteers will clean
trails and sandy beaches
within the Snowy Plover
Management Area at
Sitka Sedge State Natural
Area. With nesting season
ending just before the
event, the cleanup offers
an opportunity to remove
marine debris that has
accumulated throughout
the spring and summer
while helping protect hab-
itat for wildlife.

National Public Lands
Day at Yaquina Head
Outstanding Natural

Area
Newport | September
26,9 am - 3 pm

Celebrate National
Public Lands Day with
the Yaquina Head team
through a variety of

volunteer projects, includ-
ing a beach cleanup,
invasive plant removal
and garden maintenance.
The event will also cele-
brate the Bureau of Land
Management’s 80th birth-
day with local partners
and community activities.

National Public Lands
Day Siltcoos Beach
Cleanup for Snowy
Plovers

Florence | September
26,10 am — 12 pm

The U.S. Forest Service
and SOLVE are teaming
up for a beach cleanup at
Siltcoos Beach Day Use
Area, a critical nesting
area for western snowy
plovers. Volunteers will
learn about the threatened
shorebirds before heading
onto the beach to remove
litter and marine debris.

Paws for Nature —
Gold Beach

Gold Beach |
September 26, 11 am — 1
pm

This community-focused

CONCERT

From Page B1

exciting performance and
recording opportunities.
Over the last twenty
years she has become
established as one of the
greatest jazz singers of
her time. Working with
top jazz musicians in Los
Angeles, Chicago and
New York, Greta brings
a great group of regional
players to the coast for
this concert: guitarist
Christopher Woitach,
a master of several
styles with a wonderful,
rounded approach to
the jazz guitar, Clipper
Anderson a composer,
studio musician, vocalist,

and educator, one of the
Northwest’s leading bass-
ists playing all styles on
acoustic and electric bass.
Drummer/percussionist
Charlie Doggett, new to
the INHOUSE Jazz roster,
a creative and versatile
musician and one of the
most enigmatic drum-
mers in Portland and the
greater Northwest music
scene.

All INHOUSE Concerts
in Lincoln County are
offered from 2:30 p.m.
—5:30 p.m., on Sunday
afternoons once each
month from spring to fall.

The INHOUSE Jazz
atmosphere is informal;
providing an opportunity
for audiences to enjoy an
intimate performance, free

from the noise and dis-
tractions often associated
with a restaurant or bar.

There is no charge
for these sessions, but a
donation of $15 - $30 is
suggested to compensate
musicians. Any funds col-
lected beyond expenses
are donated in support of
local arts and education.
The audience is encour-
aged to bring their own
beverages and potluck
treats.

INHOUSE jazz is
a proud member of
The Folk Alliance
International.

All interested in
attending should RSVP
to Annie Averre 360-
606-7136 prior to each
concert.

cleanup combines a beach
walk and dog-friendly
cleanup. Volunteers can
bring their pups, help
remove litter along the
coast or simply enjoy a
day outdoors while sup-
porting cleaner habitat for
people, pets and wildlife.

Experience the Elk

EIk River | September
26,9 am - 2 pm

The Curry Soil and
Water Conservation
District invites volunteers
to bike along the Elk
River from the Elk River
Salmon Hatchery to Butler
Bar Campground while
picking up litter along
the way. Participants can
bring their own bike or
reserve an e-bike, then
return to the hatchery for a
free lunch and community
celebration.

How to Get Involved

* Volunteer: Browse
local Beach & Riverside
Cleanup events and reg-
ister yourself or a group
at volunteer.solve.org/
beach-riverside

* Bring your commu-
nity: Invite friends,
family, coworkers or
neighbors to take part in
a local cleanup or resto-
ration project.

SOLVE'’s 2026 Beach
& Riverside Cleanup is
proudly supported by
Clean Water Services,
Kaiser Permanente, Knife
River, Keep America
Beautiful, Metro, National
Recreation and Park
Association, Oregon
State Park & Recreation,
Owens Corning, Portco
Packaging, Tillamook,
Harper Houf Peterson
Righellis Inc., and KOIN.

For more information or

to register, visit solve.org/
beach-riverside
About SOLVE

SOLVE brings com-
munities together to take
care of our environment
and enhance our water-
ways. Since 1969, the
organization has grown
from a small, grassroots
initiative to a national
model of volunteer action.
Today, SOLVE mobilizes
and trains thousands of
volunteers of all ages
across Oregon, and SW
Washington, to clean and
restore our neighborhoods
and natural areas, while
empowering a community
of environmental stewards
for our state.

Visit solve.org for
more information or
follow SOLVEPNW on
Instagram, Facebook,
LinkedIn.

LEADER
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balances personal profes-

sional development with

deep-dive explorations

into Lincoln County’s

core sectors:

¢ September 10,
2026: Orientation,
Team Building &
Self-Awareness

¢ QOctober 8, 2026:
Forestry Industry and
Challenges Facing our
Communities

¢ November 12, 2026:
Municipal Government,
Public Policy &
Infrastructure

¢ December 10, 2026:
Oceanic Research, Blue
Economy & Fishing
Industry

e January 14, 2027:
Tourism, Arts, Culture
and Recreation

¢ February 11, 2027:

Healthcare, Social
Services & Wellness

e March 11, 2027:
Natural Resources

e April 8, 2027: Law
Enforcement, Public
Safety and Successes
& Struggles of Small
Businesses

* May 13, 2027:
Capstone Presentations

* May 27, 2027:
Graduation Celebration
Program Structure &

Tuition

* Schedule: 2nd
Thursday of each month
(September 2026 — May
2027)

e Time: 8:45 AM - 3:30
PM (Lunch provided)

* Locations: Rotating
venues and site visits
throughout Lincoln
County

 Tuition Rate: $595 per
participant

* Scholarships: Partial,
need-based tuition

assistance is available

upon request through

the Chamber office.

Ready to Lead?

Application Deadline:
Thursday, September 3,
2026

Space is strictly capped
at 30 participants to
ensure high-engagement
cohort dynamics.

How to Register:
Submit your registra-
tion online or contact the
Chamber office directly.

¢ Online: new-
portchamber.org/
leadership-lincoln

e Contact: Maggie
Conrad, Event &
Program Director

e Email: info@newport-
chamber.org

e Phone: (541) 265-8801

e Office: Greater
Newport Chamber of
Commerce, 598 SW
Coast Hwy, Newport,
OR 97365
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Crossword Puzzle

THIS
DAY IN
HISTOR

SEP v

14

/

1814: Francis Scott
Key writes, “Defence
of Fort McHenry,” a
poem that would
later be used as the
lyries for “The
Star-Spangled
Banner”

1917: The Russian
Republic replaces the

' . . Russian Empire.
m ACROSS DOWN 1978: Elizabeth Ann
1. Sewing tools 1. Sewing string Seton is canonized.
5. Destroy 2. Clothes for guys
6. Once more 3. Found on shoes
This is an especiq“y 7. Materials 4. Securing fabric

old skill, dating back
more than 25,000
years. It is even older

together
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umo(] small, hard cap
that protects the

finger while
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Slamsuy

pushing a
sewing needle

4° How they

i

11 say
that in.. 39

=Y,

Get the WOR

PICTURE?
" - }

English: Needle The sewing machine was not
A . invented by a single person, but
Spa.msh. Aguja a result of the innovations
Italian: Ago of different
French: Aiguille inventors. Can you guess what
German: Nadel the bigger picture is?
100} aulyaowd EU!MQS Adamsuy
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WORDS
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Find the words hidden vertically, horizontally, diagonally, and backwards.
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Amber Waves

IT'S YOUR SPECIAL DAY, S0 | HOPE YOU APPRECAATE HOW
HAPPY ISPENT ALL AFTERNOONLOCKING | | HARD IT WAS To GET A HOLD OF. T
AN FOUND SOMETHING UNIQUE. / Yo AXYDLBAAXR
/) ’ ' HE GOT AWAY! is LONGFELLOW
# One letter stands for another, In this sample, A is used
) for the three L's, X for the two Q's, etc. Single letters,
apostrophes, the length and formation of the words are all

hints. Each week the code letters are different.

H GEJ'O VTJO AKEFSDZC

CESUDG REK ZD. H VTJO OLD
4 RHCLHJN KEG, JEO OLD RHCL.
: Davip
lee — QTJJH
i M E‘| NGO \ ©2026 King Features Synd., Inc. /
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The Spats by Jeff Pickering Vl

HONEY, You SPoIL
E ROTTEN.

+YOU'RE ROTTEN
ALL BY YoURSELE

Rodnguez

1. TELEVISION: What 1s the name
of Jon Snow’s dire wolf in “Game of
Thrones™?

2. HISTORY: Which Civil War gen-
eral literally used “scorched earth”
tactics in his march from Atlanta to
Savannah, Georgia?

3. MOVIES: Which 1960s movie has
the tagline, “A man went looking for
America, and he couldn’t find it any-
where”?

4. GEOGRAPHY: Which body of
water includes islands known as the
Seychelles?

5. CHEMISTRY: Which element’s
symbol is Sn?

6. LITERATURE: What s the length
of a traditional sonnet?

7. GEOLOGY: What is a common
name for calcium carbonate?

8. FOOD & DRINK: Which fast-
food chain goes by the name Hungry
Jackin Australia?

9. U.S. PRESIDENTS: Which pres-
ident gave radio addresses that were
described as ““fireside chats”?

10. ASTRONOMY: What is the
shape of the Milky Way?

Trivia answers

1. Ghost.
2. General William T. Sherman.

GO ON, LOOK FOR wouR Son!

THE SECOND YOU'RE OUTTA
SGHT, M GOMNA ESCAPE
THESE ROPES AND RUM.,

3. “Easy Rider.”
4. Indian Ocean.
5. Tin (stannum).

6. 14 lines of poetry.

7. Limestone or chalk.

8. Burger King.

9. Franklin D. Roosevelt.
10. Spiral.

© 2026 King Features Synd., Inc.
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Classified

Sell your household items.

Sell your vehicles.
Sell or rent your homes.

Sell your husiness.
Sell your goods.
Sell your services.

Classifieds * 541-265-8571

104 150 800 999 999 999 999 999
LANDSCAPING MISC SERVICES RENTALS PUBLIC NOTICES PUBLIC NOTICES PUBLIC NOTICES PUBLIC NOTICES PUBLIC NOTICES
: a no-clog guarantee to the personal represen- LCL26-434 ESTATE 200 Lake Oswego, OR  ONLINE at bid13.com  Pacific North Law, P.C.
Carlos Garcia and lifetime  transfer- 9 ACRES tative at P O Box 142, OF JOHN CURTIS 97035 Telephone: (503)  Unit# A144 Linda Hoff- Attorneys for Personal
Landscaping Service bl tv. Call wooded site, graveled  Siletz, Oregon 97380, MCBRIDE NOTICE 620-8900  jvs@buck- ~man Unit# LB28 Dana  Representative 2850 SW
. rable - warranty. - ~a' - nad, 2 mi up Siletz  Within four months after TO INTERESTED ley-law.com 9/16/26 Frost Unit#LG47 Casey  Cedar Hills Blvd., #1403
Free Estimates today 1-855-536-8838 ’ the date of first publica- PERSONS IN THE Green 9/16/26 9/23/26 Beaverton, OR 97005 Tel:

Please call/text Carlos,
541-272-4918

We offer high
quality services all
year round, major
yard cleanup, edge

trimming, lawn
mowing, blackberry
removal/cleanup,
bark dust installation,
clean gutters, lay
up new soil, mulch,
gravel, clean up

150

MISC SERVICES

Audien Hearing. The
world’s first hearing
aid with touchscreen
controls. No tiny but-
tons, apps or prescrip-
tions. 45-day risk free
trial. Free shipping.
Lifetime support. More
than 1.5 million happy
customers. Call Audi-
en 1-844-387-1163.

Consumer Cellular
- the same reliable,
nationwide coverage
as the largest carriers.
No long-term contract,
no hidden fees and
activation is free. All
plans feature unlimit-
ed talk and text, start-
ing at just $20/month.
For more information,
call 1-855-504-6496.

DIVORCE $130.
Complete preparation.
Includes children, cus-
tody, support, property
and bills division. No
court  appearances.
Divorced in 1-5 weeks
possible. 503-772-
5295. www.parale-
galalternatives.com
legalalt@msn.com.

Donate your car, truck,
boat, RV and more to
support our veterans!
Schedule a FAST,
FREE vehicle pickup
and receive a top tax
deduction! Call Vet-
eran Car Donations
at 1-866-695-9265
today!

FreedomCare. Let
your loved ones care
for you and get paid!
Paid by Medicaid.
Choose  family or
friends as your paid
caregiver. Check your
eligibility today! Call
FreedomCare  now!
1-855-994-1589.

Get a break on your
taxes! Donate your
car, truck, or SUV to
assist the blind and
visually impaired. Ar-
range a swift, no-cost
vehicle pickup and
secure a generous tax
credit for 2026. Call
Heritage for the Blind
Today at 1-844-533-
9173 today!

Get Boost Infinite! Un-
limited Talk, Text and
Data For Just $25/mo!
The Power Of 3 5G
Networks, One Low
Price! Call Today and
Get The Latest iPhone
Every Year On Us!
844-955-3417.

Get DISH Satellite
TV + Internet! Free
Install, Free HD-DVR
Upgrade, 80,000
On-Demand Movies,
Plus Limited Time Up
To $600 In Gift Cards.
Call Today! 1-866-
373-9175.

Jacuzzi Bath Remodel
can install a new, cus-
tom bath or shower in
as little as one day. For
a limited time, waiving
ALL installation costs!
Additional terms apply.
Subject to change and
vary by dealer. (Offer
ends 12/27/26.) Call
1-855-341-5268.

No more cleaning out
gutters. Guaranteed!
LeafFilter is backed by

to schedule a FREE
inspection and no ob-
ligation estimate. Get
15% off your entire
order. Plus, Military &
Seniors get an addi-
tional 10% off. Limited
time only. Restrictions
apply, see representa-
tive for warranty and
offer details.

Prepare for power
outages today with a
Generac Home Stand-
by Generator. Act now
to receive a FREE
5-Year warranty with
qualifying  purchase.
Call 1-877-557-1912
today to schedule a
free quote. It's not just
a generator. It's a pow-
er move.

Rv. Ideal for RV, 5th
Wheel, Motor Home.
Bill 503-746-1688

804

APTS UNFURNISHED

SENIOR/
DISABLED
AFFORDABLE
HOUSING
The Jetty Apartments
Waitlist is Open! 426
SE Jetty Ave Lincoln
City OR 97367 On
Site Laundry On Site
Management Income
Guidelines do apply.
Please call The Jetty

at 541-994-5115

902

HOMES FOR SALE

Repairing or replacing
appliances and home
systems like heating
and cooling can be
costly. Ahome warran-
ty plan can help. Start
saving and get 30% off
any plan today. Work-
manship  Guarantee
included. Terms apply.
Call Cinch Home Ser-
vices 1-855-907-9919.

ADVANTAGE REAL
ESTATE

Find all listed MLS

property by All Offices

on our Website! 541-

265-2200 Advantage-

RealEstate.com

905

LEASE

Safe Step Stairlifts.
Enjoy greater inde-
pendence and stay
in the home you love.
Feel safe on every lev-
el. $750 off plus FREE
installation. Made in
the U.S.A. Call to-
day for a free quote.
1-888-473-1933.

The bathroom of your
dreams in as little as
1 day. Limited Time
Offer - $1000 off or
No Payments and No
Interest for 18 months
for customers who
qualify. BClI Bath &
Shower. Many options
available. Quality ma-
terials & professional
installation. Senior
& Military Discounts
Available. Call Today!
1-844-847-9778.

We buy 8,000 cars a
week. Sell your old,
busted or junk car with
no hoops, haggles or
headaches. Sell your
car to Peddle. Easy
three step process. In-
stant offer. Free pick-
up. Fast payment. Call
1-855-980-4382.

702

GARAGE SALES

Siletz

Community
Garage Sale
Sept 19, 9-4
224 Gaither
Street
Maps available
8am
Lunch available

End of Summer

Garage Sale
Fri9/18 &9/19
10am - 3pm
Disney, Christmas,
Halloween,
wood working
equipment,
collectibles.
3564 NE Quay Ave
Lincoln City 97367

800

RENTALS

HOUSES AND
APARTMENTS
FOR RENT.
541-265-2400,
M-F/10-4. Assur-

ance-realtor.com

Super Crossword
Afiswers
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FOR LEASE

Versatile 3-acre prop-
erty in a great location,
just 10 minutes from
Tillamook. Features a
1,500 sq ft metal barn
(built in 2022), green-
house, and 2 fenced
acres with easy road
access. District water,
plenty of electrical
power. Security sys-
tem installed in barn.
Excellent road front-
age, ample parking
and storage. Ideal
for a contractor yard,
landscaping business,
nursery,  equipment
storage, boat storage,
workshop, or small
farm.

$2,500/
month+utilities,
long-term tenant.

Questions?
Please call

(831-392-8888)

999

PUBLIC NOTICES

LCL26-428 NOTICE
IS GIVEN THAT IN
THE CIRCUIT COURT
FOR THE STATE OF
OREGON FOR THE
COUNTY OF LINCOLN,
In the Matter of the
Estate of Eccie Eliz-
abeth  Saulenas aka
Patti E Saulenas, Case
no 26PB07290, Peter T
Criss has been appointed
personal representative.
All persons having claims
against the estate are
recwired to present them,
with vouchers attached,

tion of this notice, or the
claims may be barred.
All persons whose rights
may be affected by the
proceedings may obtain
additional information
from the records of the
Court, the personal rep-
resentative, or the law-
yers for the personal rep-
resentative, Margaret E
Dailey, Attorney at Law,
P O Box 552, Newport,
Oregon 97365, (541) 265-
8805. 9/16/26

LCL26-429 IN THE
CIRCUIT COURT
OF THE STATE OF
OREGON FOR THE
COUNTY OF LINCOLN
Probate Department In
the Matter of the Estate
of LYNDELL JEAN ST.
JAMES, Deceased. Case
No. 26PB07899 NOTICE
TO INTERESTED PER-
SONS. NOTICE IS HERE-
BY GIVEN that the under-
signed has been appoint-
ed personal representa-
tive of the above-cap-
tioned estate. The
lawyer for the personal
representative is Laura A.
Laskey, OSB#202484, of
LaLalaw llc. All persons
having a claim against
this estate are required
to cFresent them to the
under-signed personal
representative at 2604
NE HWY 101, Ste B,
Lincoln City, OR 97367,
within four months after
the date of first publica-
tion of this notice, or the
claims may be barred.
All persons whose rights
may be affected by the
proceedings may obtain
additional information
from the records of
the Court, the person-
al representative, or the
lawyer for the personal
representative. DATED
AND PUBLISHED ON:
September 16, 2026.
/s/" Christina Marie St.
James, Personal Repre-
sentative 9/16/26

LCL26-430 NOTICE
TO INTERESTED
PERSONS.
Notice is hereby given
pursuant to ORS 113.155
that the undersigned
has been appointed and
has qualified as the per-
sonal representative of
the ESTATE OF GER-
ALD LLOYD THOMAS,
Lincoln County Circuit
Court Case Number
26PB05243. All persons
having claims against
the estate are hereby
required to present the
same, with proper vouch-
ers, within four months
after the date of first
publication of this notice,
as stated below, to the
personal representative
at PO Box 1768, New-
port OR 97365 or they
may be barred. All per-
sons whose rights may
be affected by the pro-
ceedings in this estate
may obtain additional
information from the
records of the court, the
personal representative
or the attorney for the
Bersonal representative.
ate published: Septem-
ber 16, 2026. Mark Lloyd
Thomas, Personal Rep-
resentatives of the Estate
of Gerald Lloyd Thomas,
Gari Lynn Lovejoy, Attor-
ney at Law, Attorney for
Personal Representative,
PO Box 1768, Newport

OR 97365. 9/16/26

CIRCUIT COURT

OF THE STATE OF

OREGON FOR THE
COUNTY OF LINCOLN
Probate Department,
Case No. 26PB07861
In the Matter of the
Estate of JOHN CURTIS
MCBRIDE, Deceased.
NOTICE IS HEREBY
GIVEN that Kari Jo Wingo
has been appointed per-
sonal representative of
the above-captioned
estate. All persons hav-
ing claims against the
estate are required to
present them in writing
to the personal represen-
tative in care of Jacob
V. Sinclair, Buckley Law
P.C., 5300 Meadows
Road, Suite 200, Lake
Oswego, OR 97035,
within four months after
the date of first publica-
tion of this notice, or the
claims may be barred.
All persons whose rights
may be affected by the
proceedings may obtain
additional information
from the records of the
court, the personal repre-
sentative, or the attorney
for the personal repre-
sentative. Kari Jo Wingo,
Personal Representative
Jacob V. Sinclair, OSB
No. 204467, Attorney for
Personal Representative
Buckley Law P.C. 5300
Meadows Road, Suite

i
MARTEK

Real Estate
567 N Coast Hwy, Newport - 541-265-8785

_____NEWLISTI

$310,000 - 140 SE Salmon St, Waldport

Undeshil

LCL26-432 ON
SEPTEMBER 30, 2026
AT AT 11:00 AM,

a public sale will be held
at Ideal Storage, 134 NE
Metcalf Ave Siletz, OR
97380: [Ben and Mariah
Runkle - S095], [Ben and
Mariah Runkle - S002].
On September 30, 2026
at 2:00 PM, a public
sale will be held at Ideal
Storage, 5441 W. Hwy
20, Toledo, OR 97391:
Glenda Easterby - T061],
Anita Stephenson -

044]. On September
29, 2026 at 11:00 AM, a
public sale will be held
at Ideal Storage, 235
SW Dahl Ave. Waldport,
OR 97394: [Am?\//I Gresh-
am - WB010]. Minimum
bid $50.00 - Cash only.
9/16/26 9/23/26

LCL26-433 LINCOLN
CITY STORAGE 3796
SE HWY 101 LINCOLN
CITY, OR. 97367
541-996-3555. The fol-
lowing unit will be sold
at Public Auction Start-
ing 10/6/2026 at 9:00am
Ending 10/13/2026 at
9:00am for non-payment
of rent and other fees.
Auction to be pursuant to
Auction Rules and Pro-
cedures for Truax Hold-
ings. Rules are available
at the facility office. All
bidding will take place

LCL26-425 IN THE
CIRCUIT COURT
OFTHE STATE OF
OREGON FOR
THE COUNTY OF
LINCOLN PROBATE
DEPT. CASE NO.
26PB07224 NOTICE
TO INTERESTED
PERSONS
In the Matter of the
Estate of Toni L. Hearn,
Deceased. NOTICE IS
HEREBY GIVEN that
Gary Gurwell has been
anointed as the person-
al representative of the
above estate. All persons
having claims against
the estate are required
to J:resent them to the
undersigned attorneys
for the personal repre-
sentative at 2850 SW
Cedar Hills Blvd., #1403,
Beaverton, OR 97005,
within four months after
the date of first publica-
tion of this notice, or the
claims may be barred.
All persons whose rights
may be affected by the
proceedings may obtain
additional information
from the records of the
Court, the personal rep-
resentative, or the attor-
neys for the personal rep-
resentative. Dated and
first published on Sep-
tember 9, 2026. Lea A.
Gifford, OSB No. 162881

t

3-bed home w/ large yard

$800,000 - 1 NW Alsea Bay Dr, Waldport

Bay-front home in Bayshore

$929,000 - 658 SW 6th St, Newport
Beautiful home w/ fantastic ocean views!

$110,000 - 195 Carter St, Toledo
Fishing getaway in Elk City

$355,000 - 13804 NW Kona St, Seal Rock

3-bed, 2-bath on 2.2 acres

oz

(503) 387-3491 Email:
lea@pacificnorthlaw.com
Published: Sept 9, 16,
23. Gary Gurwell Person-
al Representative 9/9/26
9/26/26 9/23/26

LCL26-423 SELF
STORAGE PUBLIC
SALE
Safe-Lock Storage 3639
SE Ash St. South Beach,
Oregon 97366 Saturday,
9/26/2026 @ 10:00am.
B15 - Andrew Tieme?/,
M03 - KC Nichols. Sale
Subject to Cancella-
tion. Safe-Lock Storage
reserves the Right to
refuse any and all bids.

9/9/26 9/16/26

LCL26-422 PURSUANT
TO ORS CHAPTER 819
Notice is hereby given
that the following vehi-
cle will be sold, for cash
to the highest bidder,
on 9/21/2026. The sale
will be held at 10:00am
by ROWLEY’'S TOWING
4822 S COAST HwyY
S. BEACH, OR 2021
HOND CIV 4D VIN =
19XFC1F9XME006365
Amount due on lien
$6862.10 Reputed own-
er(s) > RIGOBERTO
VALDIVIA BARRERA
LENDBUZZ FUNDING
LLC 9/9/26 9/16/26

LCL26-420 PUBLIC

a

h |
Cﬁa?;etﬁtlleer

Se habla espafiol

Connie
Whale

Doretta

Vicki
Strauss

REAL ESTATE
COMPANIES
2L THE WORLD

WE’'RE LOCAL
WE’RE GLOBAL

See all MLS Listings & Previous Sales
at: MartekRealEstate.com

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK

We are hiring! Martek is growing our team
along the Oregon Coast. Call us today!
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Mike
Burkhard
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ADVANTAGE ¢
Real Estate

/205 E. Olive Street
~ Newport, OR 97365

Freddy Saxton

K. Scarlett Kier
Broker Owner, Broker, CRS,
¢-PRO, CRS, GRI, C2BX GRI, C2EX

Lk 3
Tim Myrick Henry Weiss
Broker, GRI Broker
Randy Olsen Levi Grove,

Broker

Broker

Barbara Le Pine
Broker, AHWD,
C2EX

Elise Jordan
Broker

S >

Location! Quiet Lincoln Beach area neighborhood w/5-min. drive to Depoe
Bay or Salishan Golf Resort & 5-min. walk to beach access. Many recent
updates within 2-4yrs on this 3BD, 2BA, MFD home w/low maintenance river
rock landscaped front & back yards.

26-2471/ Depoe Bay

$485,000

LISTING

assumable STR license or the ability to occupy full time. Comes furnished
including a hide-a-bed. Covered parking w/elevator, & many amenities
included w/HOA.

26-2461/ Newport

$370,000

Clean, Inviting, & Full of charm. Well-maintained 3BD/1BA home offers
single-level living in Newport. Living room features a fireplace wi/recently
cleaned chimney, while newer windows bring a refreshed feel throughout.

26-2438 / Newport

$425,000

Alsea Riverfront Cottage offers a surreal setting wiviews & sounds

of the rhythmic river, decks, plus prime salmon fishing off your
own deepwater dock. This 1BR/1BA is on 0.33 acre w/covered deck

overlooking river.
LC-104927 / Tidewater

$269,000

RIVERFRONT: Hard to beat riverfront retreat! Spacious 3BD/2BA, 2012 home

features open floor plan w/panoramic river views, detached 2 car garage w/ |

finished studio, stone fireplace plus more amenities on 1.86 acre!

26-2433 / Toledo

$570,000

Prime Nye Beach Commercial Condos on corner w/dual street frontage.
Well maintained Newport building w/recently replaced roof, dedicated
parking, & low mo. dues covering exterior maintenance.

26-1253/ Newport .............. Single / 956sf
26-1254 / Newport ........... Double / 1,912sf

$589,000
$920,900

Bonnie Saxton
Broker Owner,
CRB, CRS, GRI

Marilyn Grove
Broker, AHWD,
C2EX, ABR

Joan Davies
Broker

Arjen Sundman
Broker

Jessica
Hawkes
Broker

Shelly Heim
Broker

Wendy Becker
Broker, ABR

Find us on

Facebook

| LISTINGS & SALES are on our website! www.AdvantageRealEstate.com
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NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE

is hereby given that the two-year
period for the redemption of real
properties included in the 2024
delinquent tax lien foreclosure
proceedings instituted by Lincoln
County, Oregon on September
28, 2024 in the circuit court of
the State of Oregon for Lincoln
County, suit No. 24CV41691 and
included in the judgment entered
therein on October 03, 2024, will
expire on October 03, 2026. All
properties ordered sold under the
{;Jdgment, unless redeemed on or
efore October 03, 2026, will be
deeded to Lincoln County, Oregon,
immediately upon expiration of the
period of redemption, and every
right and interest of any person
in such properties will be forfeited

T S e

forever to Lincoln County, Oregon.
Jayne Welch, Tax Collector Lincoln
County, Oregon 9/9/26 9/16/26

LCL26-406 TRUSTEE’S NOTICE
OF SALE TS NO.: 144814-OR
LOAN NO.: ********1000
Reference is made to that cer-
tain trust deed (the “Deed of
Trust’g executed by JEREMY
LOUIS BECKNER AND JENNI-
FER LEE BECKNER, AS TENANTS
BY THE ENTIRETY, as Grantor,
to OLD REPUBLIC NATIONAL
TITLE INSURANCE COMPANY, as
Trustee, in favor of MORTGAGE
REGISTRATION

MORTGAGE COMPANY, .
BENEFICIARY OF THE SECURI-

TY INSTRUMENT, ITS SUCCES-
SORS AND ASSIGNS, as Benefi-
ciary, dated 12/17/2021, record-
ed 12/28/2021, as Instrument
No. 2021-16148, in the Official
Records of Lincoln County, Ore-
gon, which covers the following
described real property situated
in Lincoln County, Oregon: LOT
21, NEWPORT UPLANDS, IN THE
CITY OF NEWPORT, COUNTY OF
LINCOLN AND STATE OF ORE-
GON. APN: R508441 / 10-11-20-
BD-01000-00 Commonly known
as: 235 NE 71ST PL NEWPORT,
OR 97365-9595 The current bene-
ficiary is: SUN WEST MORTGAGE
COMPANY, INC. Both the benefi-
ciary and the trustee have elect-
ed to sell the above-described
real property to satisfy the obli-

0% OFF

One Year Subscription
Just mention this ad

Lincoln County Leader

503-842-7535

For new and returning subscribers

only, offer good through
9/30/26

%ations secured by the Deed of
rust and notice has been record-
ed pursuant to ORS 86.752(3). The
default for which the foreclosure
is made is the grantor’s failure
to pay when due, the following
sums: Delinquent Payments:
Dates: 6/1/2025 - 8/1/2026 Total:
$40,132.76 Late Charges: $0.00
Beneficiary Advances: $2,636.48
Total Required to Reinstate:
$42,769.24 TOTAL REQUIRED TO
PAYOFF: $488,067.82 By reason
of the default, the beneficiary has
declared all obligations secured by
the Deed of Trust immediately due
and payable, including: the princi-
pal sum of $464,993.93 together
with interest thereon at the rate of
2.75 % per annum, from 5/1/2025
until paid, plus all accrued late
charges, and all trustee’s fees,
foreclosure costs, and any sums
advanced by the beneficiary pur-
suant to the terms and condi-
tions of the Deed of Trust Where-
of, notice hereby is given that
the undersigned trustee, CLEAR
RECON CORP, whose address is
3333 Camino Del Rio South, Suite
225, San Diego, CA 92108, will on
12/17/2026, at the hour of 10:00
AM, standard time, as established
by ORS 187.110, AT THE OLIVE
STREET ENTRANCE TO THE LIN-
COLN COUNTY COURTHOUSE,
225 W OLIVE STREET, NEWPORT,
OR 97365, sell at public auction
to the highest bidder in the form
of cash equivalent (certified funds
or cashier’s check) the interest in
the above-described real proper-
ty which the grantor had or had
power to convey at the time it exe-
cuted the Deed of Trust, together
with any interest which the grant-
or or his successors in interest
acquired after the execution of the
Deed of Trust, to satisfy the fore-
going obligations thereby secured
and the costs and expenses of
sale, including a reasonable
charge by the trustee. Notice
is further given that any person
named in ORS 86.778 has the right
to have the foreclosure proceed-
ing dismissed and the Deed of
Trust reinstated by payment to the
beneficiary of the entire amount
then due (other than the portion
of principal that would not then
be due had no default occurred),
together with the costs, trustee’s
and attorneys’ fees, and curing any
other default complained of in the
Notice of Default by tendering the
erformance required under the
eed of Trust at any time not later
than five days before the date last
set for sale. Without limiting the
trustee’s disclaimer of represen-
tations or warranties, Oregon law
requires the trustee to state in this
notice that some residential prop-
erty sold at a trustee’s sale may
have been used in manufacturing
methamphetamines, the chemical
components of which are known
to be toxic. Prospective purchas-
ers of residential property should
be aware of this potential dan%er
or

includes plural, the word “grantor”
includes any successor in interest
to the grantor as well as any other
persons owing an obligation, the
Berformance of which is secured
y the Deed of Trust, the words
“trustee” and “beneficiary” include
their respective successors in
interest, if any. Dated: 8/5/2026
CLEAR RECON CORP 3333 Cami-
no Del Rio South, Suite 225 San
Diego, CA 92108 Phone: 858-750-
7777 866-931-0036 Hamsa Uchi,
Authorized Signatory of Trustee
8/26/26 9/2/26 9/9/26 9/16/26

LCL26-407 TS NO. OR07000003-
26-1 APN R273190 Il 07-10-
03-A0-00700-00 TO NO
260004939-OR-MSI TRUSTEE’S
NOTICE OF SALE
Reference is made to that cer-
tain Trust Deed made by, TAM-
MIE WEISGRAM AND STUART
MCWILLIAMS, AS TENANTS
BY THE ENTIRETY as Grantor
to WESTERN TITLE & ESCROW
COMPANY as Trustee, in favor of
MORTGAGE ELECTRONIC REG-
ISTRATION SYSTEMS, INC., as
designated nominee for LPMC,
LLC DBA LANDMARK PROFES-
SIONAL MORTGAGE COMPANY,
Beneficiary of the security instru-
ment, its successors and assigns,
dated as of March 23, 2022 and
recorded on March 25, 2022 as
Instrument No. 2022-03184 and
the beneficial interest was assigned
to LAKEVIEW LOAN SERVIC-
ING, LLC and recorded January
10, 2025 as Instrument Number
2025-00181 of official records in
the Office of the Recorder of Lin-

coln County, Oregon to-wit: APN:
R273190 Y07—10—03—A0—00700—
00 PARCEL 1, PARTITION PLAT

21-1996, RECORDED APRIL 10,
1996, PARTITION PLAT RECORDS
OF LINCOLN COUNTY, OREGON.
Commonly known as: 215 N DEER
DR, OTIS, OR 97368 Both the Ben-
eficiary, Lakeview Loan Servicing,
LLC, and the Trustee, Nathan F.
Smith, OSB #120112, have elect-
ed to sell the said real property
to satisfy the obligations secured
by said Trust Deed and notice has
been recorded pursuant to Sec-
tion 86.752(3) of Oregon Revised
Statutes. The default for which the
Eorleclosure is m?dtle ig the Grantor’s
ailure to pay: Failed to pay pay-
ments which became due l\/Yontth
Paymentés?: 5 Monthly Payment(s)
from 09/01/2025 to 01/30/2026 at
$2,554.66 6 Monthly Payment(s)
from 02/01/2026 to 07/25/2026
at $2,564.26 Total Late Charge(s):
Total Late Charge(s) at $277.68
By this reason of said default the
Beneficiary has declared all obliga-
tions secured by said Trust Deed
immediately due and payable, said
sums being the following, to-wit:
The sum of $326,178.12 together
with interest thereon at the rate of
4.62500% per annum from August
1, 2025 until paid; plus all accrued
late charges thereon; and all Trust-
ee’s fees, foreclosure costs and

Trustee will on December 8, 2026
at the hour of 01:00 PM, Standard
of Time, as established by Section
187.110, Oregon Revised Statues,
Public Entrance, Lincoln County
Courthouse, 225 West Olive Street,
Newport, OR 97365 County of Lin-
coln, sell at public auction to the
highest bidder for cash the interest
in the said described real proper-
ty which the Grantor had or had
power to convey at the time of the
execution by him of the said Trust
Deed, together with any interest
which the Grantor or his succes-
sors in interest acquired after the
execution of said Trust Deed, to
satisfy the forec?oing obligations
thereby secured and the costs
and expenses of sale, including a
reasonable charge by the Trustee.
Notice is further given that any
person named in Section 86.778 of
Oregon Revised Statutes has the
right to have the foreclosure pro-
ceeding dismissed and the Trust
Deed reinstated by payment to the
Beneficiary of the entire amount
then due {other than such portion
of said principal as would not then
be due had no default occurred),
together with the costs, Trustee’s
or attorney’s fees and curing any
other default complained of in the
Notice of Default by tendering the
performance required under the
obligation or Trust Deed, at any
time prior to five days before the
date last set for sale. Without limit-
ing the Trustee’s disclaimer of rep-
resentations or warranties, Oregon
law requires the Trustee to state in
this notice that some residential
property sold at a Trustee’s sale
may have been used in manu-
facturing methamphetamines, the
chemical components of which are
known to be toxic. Prospective
purchasers of residential property
should be aware of this poten-
tial danger before deciding to
place a bid for this property at
the Trustee’s sale. In construing
this notice, the masculine gender
includes the feminine and the neu-
ter, the singular includes plural,
the word “Grantor” includes any
successor in interest to the Grant-
or as well as any other persons
owing an obligation, the perfor-
mance of which is secured by said
Trust Deed, the words “Trustee”
and “Beneficiary” includes their
respective successors in interest, if
any. Effective March 1, 2026, new
federal regulations (89 Fed. Reg.
70.258) may impact residential
real property (1-4 residential units)
title transfers to covered entities
trusts, with reporting require-
ments unless exempt. https://
www.federalregister.gov/docu-
ments/2024/08/29/2024-19198/
anti-money-laundering-regu-
lations-for-residential-real-es-
tate-transfers Dated: 7/16/2026
By: Nathan F. Smith, OSB #120112
Successor  Trustee  Malcolm
& Cisneros, A Law Corporation
Attention: Nathan F. Smith, OSB
#120112 c/o TRUSTEE CORPS
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Quarterback Hayden Weiss threw for 150 yards and two touchdowns
against Newport on Sept. 4. (Courtesy photos from Lon French)

Taft and Newport compete in season opener

WILL LOHRE
Lincoln County Leader

Football season for
Taft and Newport kicked
off on Sept. 4, and it
was a cross-county battle
as the Tigers and Cubs
faced each other in their
non-league preseason
opener.

The Tigers hosted the
Cubs, and the game went
the home team’s way,
with Taft emerging with
a 21-6 victory. Taft’s
Sophomore quarterback
Hayden Weiss threw for
150 yards, two touch-
downs, and an intercep-
tion in the win. Tigers’
Head Coach Jake Tolan

was pleased with the
team’s performance in
the opener.

“It was nice to get a
win in our first game
against Newport. We
did some things really
well, and we also iden-
tified some things that
still need improvement,”
Tolan said. “That’s really
what the first game is all
about: Figure out what
you are good at and what
still needs improved and
developed.”

The game against
Newport marked the offi-
cial beginning of the fall
season for Taft, a date
they had been building
up to since June. The

Tigers used the summer
months to prepare for

the season, and in June,
the team practiced for

two weeks leading into
a team training camp at
George Fox University.

As part of their prepa-
ration, Taft had the high
school weight room open
four days a week all
summer and participated
in weekly 7-on-7 contests
with other local high
schools.

Coming into the sea-
son, Tolan is expecting a
challenge now that Taft
has moved up to 4A. The
squad numbers are lower
than in recent seasons,
and Tolan said they have

Corban Smith bagged two receiving touchdowns for Taft against the Cubs

on opening night.

just over 40 athletes
combined between the JV
and varsity rosters. While
the competition level has
changed, the goals of
improving and contend-
ing have not.

“This season, our goal
is to get better every day
and compete. We have
moved up to 4A and have
a very difficult and com-
petitive league,” Tolan
said.

Leading the Tigers in
pursuit of those goals
are Jorge Cruz-Cobos,
Corban Smith, Logan
Burt, and Alejandro
Hernandez.

Junior Alejandro
Hernandez and senior

Logan Burt are two of
the Tigers’ captains, and
each is a returning all-
league lineman. Senior
Jorge Cruz-Cobos is an
all-league and all-state
caliber player, the defen-
sive leader, and the pro-
gram’s leading tackler.
On the other side of the
ball, senior Corban Smith
is a returning all-league
player and playmaker for
the Tigers. In the first
game against Newport,
Smith bagged two receiv-
ing touchdowns, helping
fuel the Tigers’ win.

FOLLOW-UP RESULTS
After the first game,
both Taft and Newport

would go on to lose in
their second games of the
season.

Taft faced Warrenton
at home on Sept. 11
in a non-league game.
Warrenton came out
on top 30-14, as Taft’s
record dropped to 1-1.
The Tigers will be back
in action against Seaside
on the road on Sept. 18.

Newport was defeated
by Siuslaw/Mapleton on
Sept. 11 on home turf,
with the final score end-
ing 28-3 in favor of the
Vikings. The Cubs will
host Kennedy on Sept.
18, entering the contest at
0-2 and hungry to secure
their first win.

Girls soccer around Lincoln County

The Tigers JV team ended up winning 5-0 against Toledo. (Courtesy
photos from Lon French)

WILL LOHRE
Lincoln County Leader

Boomers, Cubs, and
Tigers have been let
loose on the fields this
fall soccer season.

Toledo, Newport, and
Taft’s girls soccer pro-
grams have been seeing
action this fall, and after
the opening exchanges,
each squad is chasing its
first win of the year.

Toledo opened its
season on Sept. 8 in
a non-league matchup
with the Taft JV squad.
As a 2A team, Toledo
faced off with 4A Taft,
getting a look at a larger
program. The Tigers JV
team took the win 5-0
at home. Toledo will get
back underway against

Salem Academy on Sept.

18, in what will be the
first 3A/2A/1A Special

District 2 match of the
season.

After losing to
Klamath Union to start
the season, the Cubs
girls’ team took defeats
in their second and third
games of the campaign.
Lebanon beat Newport
4-0 on Sept. 3, and
then they narrowly lost
to North Bend 1-0. In
each of the first three
games, Newport has had

Toledo faced off with Taft's JV squad on Sept. 8.

improvement, allowing
fewer goals each game.
Results from the game
against Tillamook/Neah-
Kah-Nie on Sept. 15 are
unavailable at the time
of press. They will be
back in action against
Philomath to open
Oregon West Conference
play on Sept. 24. The
Cubs finished 4-4-2 in
the Oregon West last
season, and will hope to

start play on the right
foot.

Taft High School’s
varsity girls team has
gotten off to a 0-2
start in the presea-
son, taking losses to
Banks and Tillamook/
Neah-Kah-Nie to start
the fall. Following the
4-0 loss to Tillamook/
Neah-Kah-Nie on Sept.
3, the Tigers are amid a
three-week break in the

schedule. They’ll open
the league portion of
their schedule against
Stayton on Sept. 24. It
will be the first game
of 4A Oregon West
Conference action for
the Tigers. Last sea-
son, in 3A/2A/1A-SD2
Special District 2, the
Tigers finished 1-7.
They will hope to stick
the landing as they leap
up a level.
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