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Wilcox Cozy Inn Cafe is Serving Up
Hearty Helpings of Homemade Flavor

CINDY RAMSEY

Sheri Fecht, owner of Cozy Inn Cafe in Holdrege, re-
cently opened a second restaurant in Wilcox. Customers
of the Wilcox Cozy Inn Cafe have been able to enjoy the
same homemade flavors without the drive since No-
vember 4.

Holdrege native Fecht worked at the Cozy Inn Cafe
under the previous owner for 12 years before purchasing
and operating the business herself eight years ago. The
cafe serves hearty home cooking including its famous
hot beef sandwiches made completely from scratch.

“We're becoming a dying art because we can't keep
up with fast food,” Fecht said.

Despite the competition, the Cozy Inn Cafe has found
success as a local eatery.

‘I alway run lunch specials so they are fast. You can
come in and order and get served right away if you're
coming in on the lunch hour Fecht said. “Then we also
have a full menu of burgers and Reubens and that kind
of thing.

When the previous restaurant housed in the Wilcox
Cafe building left, the small community was anxious
to fill the location with a new restaurant quickly. One
of the building owners took a chance and approached
Fecht with a proposal to expand the well known Hol-
drege business with a second location. Luckily for Wil-
cox and its visitors, she was on board.

“The building has been passed down through gener-
ations. They were looking for someone to come in and
have a cafe because they wanted to keep something in
the community for the community," Fecht said.

Just a couple months after being approached with
the proposal, the Wilcox Cozy Inn Cafe opened. The pro-
cess was aided by the building owners.

“They have been real helpful and very good people,’
Fecht said. “I went to Central Community College in
Hastings and took Hotel/Motel/Restaurant Manage-

cont. PAGE 3 - Cozy Inn Cafe

Cozy Inn Cafe owner Sheri Fecht (right) and her staff, Kelli Lemmond (left) and Terrance Hansen (center)
recently began serving tasty homemade meals in their second location in Wilcox. (Courier photo by Cindy
Ramsey)
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News Briefs
Early Deadline and Holiday Hours

The Minden Courier will have an early printing schedule for the December 25th is-
sue resulting in an early deadline. All news and ad submissions must be turned in by
Thursday, December 18th.

The Minden Courier office will be closed for Christmas December 24-26. The office
will be closed on January 1st for New Year's. Submissions can always be left in the
dropbox in front of the office at 520 N. Minden Avenue or emailed to mindencourier@
gmail.com at any time. Happy Holidays from the Minden Courier staff!

5 Acres of Christmas Lights

Come and drive through our “Dean, Julie & Tanner's Christmas In The Country” light
display this holiday season and experience the festive feel of Christmas! Located at
205136 Road Friday, November 29 through Sunday, January 4 from 5:30pm until mid-
night seven days a week. We look forward to seeing and greeting you all!

MHS Winter Concert and Soup Supper

The MHS Band and Choir will hold their Winter Concert and Soup Supper fundraiser
on Friday, December 19. The freewill donation soup supper will also feature a silent
auction and live entertainment from 5:30-6:40pm in the MHS Commons. The concert
will feature jazz band, singing club, concert choir, and concert band in the MHS Fine
Arts Auditorium beginning at 6:45pm.

Christmas Lights Contest

Hildreth residents are invited to join in the holiday spirit by putting up their best
Christmas light show for the chance to win prizes. Grow Hildreth members will travel
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Lions Hall Grand Reopening

Come celebrate the grand reopening of the Wilcox Lions Hall with a meal and trivia
to follow on Saturday, January 3. Community meal will be served 5:30-6:30pm. Trivia
starts at 7pm. The cost to participate in trivia is $100 per team (maximum 8 people
per team). This is open to all with trivia optional. Please try and pre register your
team.

2025 Goodfellows Drive
Continues On

PRESS RELEASE

At this time, the Kearney County Goodfellows have collected $3,632.27 through do-
nations.

The money will be used to make Christmas food boxes for Christmas dinners for
families and individuals in Kearney County. The Goodfellows also help throughout the
rest of the year with rent payments, utility bills, heating bills, medical bills, mortgage
payments and other special needs as they come up. Because the Goodfellows are all
volunteers, all the money is used for these needs.

(Cash donations can be made at any of the banks in Kearney County.

All donations will be printed in the Minden Courier unless otherwise requested. This
week's donors are:

Rick & Teresa Chramosta

Loneta Nolan

Tony & Tammy Ellis
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from PAGE 1 - Cozy Inn Cafe

ment never thinking | would
own my own. That was my goal,
but | never thought it would hap-
pen. Now here | am with two."

Although the Wilcox Cozy Inn
Cafe has only been open for a
short time, community support
and feedback have been positive.

“There's been a few times I've
had to close due to weather or
some other issues, but it's been
going good and I'm starting to
learn the people,” Fecht said.

As Holdrege residents, Fecht and most of her team are still getting to know their
Wilcox customers. Terrance Hansen mans the grill and fills the plates while Kelli Lem-
mond and Kayla Evans greet and serve customers. One home grown team member is
helping to bridge the gap between customers and employees.

“Becky Bennetts works for me over lunches. She lives in Hildreth, but she grew up
here in Wilcox so she knows a lot of the people. Kelli works out front so she knows
most of them more than | do because I'm usually stuck in the back," Fecht explained.

While the Fecht oversees the Wilcox cafe, the Holdrege location is in good hands
with her husband, James, and her experienced breakfast cook.

‘I don't have a manager over there. My ultimate goal is to leave Terrance to cook
and my waitstaff to take care of it here so | can go back and forth between places,’
Fecht said.

Wilcox Cozy Inn Cafe is open Tuesday through Friday 6:30 a.m. - 2 p.m., Saturday
6:30 a.m. - 1:30 p.m., and Sunday 11:30 a.m. - 1:30 p.m. with dine in or carryout options
available.

“Sunday we just do lunch because we do breakfast all day in Holdrege so | figure if
people want breakfast they can go there and if they want lunch they can come here,’
Fecht said.

The Wilcox Cozy Inn Cafe crew is excited to become better acquainted with the
community and looks forward to serving as a hub for food, friends, and family for
years to come.

‘| do appreciate all of the people who come in here and support me. | enjoy their
company and Kelly enjoys their company,” Fecht said. “It's a really close knit commu-
nity and that's very nice."

The W|Icox Cafe has been a staple of the small town for generatmns Residents are happy to support the
newest restaurant occupying the building, Wilcox Cozy Inn Cafe. (Courier photos by Cindy Ramsey)
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MERRY CHRISTMAS!

First Bank and Trust Company
thanks you for making this
year one full of joy.

We will be closed at noon
Wednesday, Dec. 24 and all day
Thursday, Dec. 25

4 First Bank

and Trust Company

315 E. 4th St. « Minden, NE 68959 « 308-832-2030
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School Board Adds Director of Special Services

CINDY RAMSEY

The Minden Public Schools board of Education held its regular monthly meeting
on December 8 with a short agenda. The board dove right in approving the consent
agenda including minutes from the November meeting, financial reports, and expen-
ditures and claims for payment.

With the busy end of year schedule many of the school principals were unable to
attend the meeting, but High School Principal Don Hosick had a positive report for the
board. There are a lot of great candidates who applied for the high school Language
Arts opening. Hosick reported interviews are being held with the top candidates.

Winter weather can result in school closures and Superintendent Jim Widdifield
informed the board and public there are several elements considered in making that
decision. Safety is the top priority always. The district has many young drivers, stu-
dents who live out of town, and young students who require childcare when there is
no school. All of these pieces are closely evaluated when a school closure for weather
is considered.

The State of the Schools report for MPS has been released to the public. MPS has
once again earned a ‘Great’ classification not only as a district, but each building also
earned a 'Great’ classification. This report is based on 2024-25 data. The full report can
be found on the MPS website under the superintendent's tab.

The sole action item on the agenda was to consider adding a Director of Special
Services position to the district. In 2023, Sandy Pohl and Chelsey Jensen were named
Preschool Director and SPED Director respectively. Widdifield has served as the SPED
Director since Jensen left at the end of last school year, but the position would be
better held by an individual with more experience and the time to dedicate to the
program.

Widdifield told the board he would like to have a Director of Special Services po-
sition created for the 2026-27 school year to handle SPED, ELL, and 504 and provide
additional help with HAL and MTSS. Creating this administrative position will ensure
these programs are properly overseen without overwheming any current staff with
the additional duties. Widdifield emphasized this position has always been warrant-
ed for this district.

MPS has some staff members with the qualifications for this position, but they will
also look outside of the district to guarantee they find the best candidate for the po-
sition. The cost to the district is estimated at $20,000 with the remainder reimbursed

through the State.

Kevin Raun stated he hopes for better student outcomes and faculty relief with
the creation of this position. Rusty Rhynalds shared that he hopes to find someone
for the position with experience and credentials that will help bridge gaps and offer
support and guidance to better serve students and be very beneficial to the district.

The board unanimously approved a motion to add a Director of Special Services for
the 2026-27 school year. With no further business the meeting was adjourned. The
next regular meeting of the Minden School Board will be held on Monday, January 12
at 7pm in the MHS Media Center.

CCC Holds 2025 Winter
Commencement

PRESS RELEASE

(Grand Island, Neb.) - Central Community College honored 358 graduate candidates
and 40 GED graduates during its 2025 winter commencement Dec. 12 at CCC-Columbus.

The candidates attended one or more CCC locations, which include the Columbus,
Grand Island and Hastings campuses and Holdrege, Kearney, Lexington and Ord cen-
ters.

Forty-six of the associate degree candidates achieved an accumulative grade-point
average of 3.75 or higher during their college career and graduated with honors. Their
names are preceded by an asterisk (*).

Local recipients of degrees and diplomas were:

Associate of Applied Science Degree

Heartwell: Natasha R. Diaz Aguilar, criminal justice

Minden: Abigayl J. Anderson, business administration, and Rachel D. Smallcomb,
health information management services

Diploma

Minden: Lane T. Cheney, diesel technology; Aden Jonak, information technology and
systems; and Alexis Ciprian, paramedicine

a A

Contact Us

Let us know about any questions,
concerns or ideas your may have!

Kearney County Courthouse
will be

Attention Skilled Nursing Professionals

We have the following position open:
HealthCare
6am-6pm RN Charge Nurse (Full-time)
Wage Scale: $40.00 to $51.15 per hour

\ courier
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$3,000.00 hire on bonus available to RN’s

Please inquire at:
Bethany Home
515 W First
Minden, NE
Or Contact Michelle @ 308-832-1594
Or apply on line @ bethany-home.org
EOE

Bethany Home
Loving Care with a Spiritual Touch

(308) 832 - 1594 « bethany-home.net
515 West First Street, Minden, NE 68959
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KCCF Reaches a New Renovation Milestone

PRESS RELEASE

The Kearney County Community Foundation
has completed over half a million dollars worth of
new renovations to the Opera House/Donut Shop
building, which the KCCF first renovated and re-
opened over 25 years ago. Todd Jensen has been
a KCCF member since the time of the original
renovation, and has been involved in these recent
projects as well.

“"We are so fortunate to have a 'Preservation
Fund' that we established at the time of the
renovation to provide for the future care and
maintenance of the building and equipment. We
wanted to ensure that we could keep the Opera
House in great shape for many years to come,
and the Preservation fund, along with the amaz-
ing financial support we've received, gives us the
financial means to do so," said Todd.

The most recent work started in motion when
HVAC updates were planned in late 2019, and
then with replacing the carpet in 2020, the time
of the pandemic.

“The Opera House carpet was beginning to
show some wear after 20 years of service, and
when the pandemic hit, it provided a good time
to get it replaced,” Todd said.

The carpet was custom made to match the
paint colors used in the Opera House. The Foun-
dation continued work to replace all of the
HVAC systems, along with other projects such
as replacing the Green Room tile floor, changing
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all the lighting to LED, some concrete work, and
installing a new roof on the Opera House.
“We seem to go from one thing to another, in

addition to the regular things like painting and el-

evator and ice machine maintenance,” said Todd.

Case in point, it was about this time Todd was
asked to investigate a cracked window on the
front of the Donut Shop, which is part of the ad-
jacent building the Foundation bought in order to
use the top floor as a green room for the Opera
House.

“When we were renovating the Opera House,
that was our main focus, and the Donut Shop
lower floor part of it was mostly left alone,” Todd
said.

However, investigating the crack in the window
he soon realized there was more to it than just
the window, as he found water and foundation
concerns underneath it in the basement of the
Donut Shop.

“That basement is separate from the Opera
House and | hadn't been down there in a long
time. The front sidewalk had a sidewalk vault
under it that was crumbling, and there was also
an old basement window that had caved into the
basement,” said Todd. “We were really concerned
about the movement happening, especially in
that corner, which was not only evident from the
cracked window, but also a ‘staircase crack’ in the
brick above.

Consulting with a structural engineer and archi-
tect, a plan was put in place to secure the front,
fill the sidewalk vault, prevent more water infil-
tration, and put new supports in the basement,
along with other upgrades inside and outside the

We'd love to tell it!

Contact Cindy
308.832.2220 | cindy@syndicatepub.com

courier

(What's your story?\

Todd Jensen and Deb Granger, KCCF members, stand in front
of the new Donut Shop facade. (Courier photo by Ashley Be-
bensee)

donut shop. Deb Granger, KCCF treasurer, set to
work on securing a ‘'shovel ready grant’ to help
with the costs, which also allowed for additional
work to protect the building, such as excavating
in the alley to seal the basement up from the
outside, and new stucco all along the exterior
walls. The new front facade and interior work
was finished in the spring of 2025, and the stucco
work was completed soon after.

Todd sums it up by saying, “In the end that
cracked window was a blessing, as it set some
needed work in motion that will hopefully help
protect the building for years to come. We appre-
ciate the support and everyone's understanding
while the work was in progress.'

The KCCF has 501¢3 status and maintains a web-
site where you can support the Foundation, the
preservation fund, and other community funds
administered by the KCCF at kccfoundation.org.
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Name: Josa Ciemnoczolowski Grade: 9th Grade
SAE: Field and Flour (Sourdough Baking)

Involvement: Josa has been a top participant in FFA
both quarters this year. She has participated in Land
Judging where she placed 44th and Livestock Judging
where she has placed 121st. She plans to participate in
Creed Speaking and Food Science in the spring. Josa has
also been active in attending chapter meetings and
monthly FFA socials. We are excited to watch Josa grow
in her leadership within the Minden FFA chapter!
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FFA Students of the Mont
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Name: Samuel Kindschuh Grade: 9th Grade
Involvement in the chapter: Samuel is a very active
member in the Axtell FFA chapter. So far this year he
has competed in Land Judging and Livestock Evaluation
and also plans to compete in District LDE's (our speaking
events) in January. Additionally, Samuel has attended
our monthly meetings, participated in community ser-
vice activities, and gone to leadership conferences.
Recent successes: Samuel recently competed in the
District Livestock Judging contest where he earned a
white ribbon. At the start of December Samuel received
his FFA Jacket and was also awarded with the “Top
Fundraiser” award from our annual fruit sales fundrais-
er.
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Name: Aubree Overholser Grade: 12th Grade
SAE: Babysitting and Cornerstone Bank

Involvement in the chapter: | am the 2025-2026 Trea-
surer for the Wilcox-Hildreth FFA Chapter. | have been
involved in many different FFA competitions such as
Livestock Judging, Biotechnology, Job Interview, Natural
Resources, Nursery Landscape and Farm Business Man-
agement.

Recent successes: | have been an officer for the last
two years.
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Kearney County Extension News
By JasonTuller

University of Nebraska-Lincoln Associate
Extension Educator — RPN

It is the Christmas season. Do you have a Christmas list? Does your community
have a Christmas list?

Spoiler Alert: Santa does not bring presents to communities. Communities have to
be Santa to themselves. There isn't anyone coming to fulfill the hopes and dreams
of rural communities. There are many service providers out there that can come and
help, but it is rare that they come bearing gifts. Most of us just help to empower
communities to help themselves.

What is on your community’s Christmas list? Are they personal wishes that you
want, like | wish my neighbor would be less noisy. Are they items or ideas that have
been created through facilitated group meetings so that all voices can be heard and
the most supported ideas can be pushed to the top? Maybe you want all of the
downtown buildings to hold businesses. Maybe you just want the businesses in your
town to have regular hours or have extended hours so that you can shop after you get
home from work. Maybe you just want the park swing fixed.

Santa has billions of children to take care of on Christmas Eve, so it isn't up to him
to fix that swing. Many communities would welcome volunteer help to get the park
fixed up. Painting, pulling weeds, and just regular equipment maintenance can be
an overwhelming job in the parks. A group of a few volunteers can make a huge
difference.

Getting a group of volunteers together doesn't have to be difficult. Maybe it is a
church group or the people you play cards with. Perhaps the group is the families of
a sports team. Get everyone together, drink some hot chocolate, and then go make a
difference. Getting groups of volunteers does take one thing...a leader, or a convener,
someone who is able to take on the job of finding a date, setting the times, making
sure the hot chocolate is there and getting necessary provisions and permissions.

Perhaps your community Christmas list is much bigger than just fixing up a park.
Maybe you want to apply for a grant in the coming year? Are you doing the prep work
needed to make that happen? Many grants give you extra points for community par-
ticipation. If it is a housing grant they need a housing study. These items must be
done before the grant comes out. Grant application windows are shrinking, especially
federal grants. Some of the grants that I've seen come out in the last month have a 10
day application window. If you are not 100% ready to fill out that application on day
one, you may not be able to get it finished. All of the prep work needs to be finished
before the grant application window opens. Not only is it important to have items on
your Christmas list, the prep work needs to be a priority.

Another potential Christmas list item for communities is new leadership. In many
communities the same 10 people have been working behind the scenes to lead the
community for decades. Many of them wish that there was someone to replace
them. Santa is not going to bring your replacement. Those volunteers that want
replacements need to work on growing leaders in their communities to take their
place. Begin mentoring others in the community. Also realize that time is precious
and you may not be able to find someone to replace you, but maybe you can find 5
people to each take a little piece of what you do. It takes time and planning to find
new leadership.

Unfortunately, Santa isn't going to come and bring gifts to your community. Com-
munities have to do it themselves. There is help available but it takes a community
reaching out and doing the prep work needed in order to be ready to create its own
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Christmas gifts.

If your community could benefit from any of the Rural Prosperity Nebraska ideas
that I've discussed in this column, please reach out to me. I'd love to speak to your
community about these topics. You can reach me at jason.tuller@unl.edu or at the
Thayer County office at 402-768-7212.

Jason Tuller is an Extension Educator for the University of Nebraska - Lincoln. He
works in the Rural Prosperity Nebraska program and covers ten-county area including
Kearney, Adams, Clay, Fillmore, Saline, Franklin, Webster, Nuckolls, Thayer, and Jeffer-
son Counties.

MINDEN DIRECTORY

What you need, when you need it!!!

SODERQUIST

CUSTOM CABINET CO.

“Designed to fit your
lifestyle ~ built to fit
your home”

Contact Shawn or Tim

(308) 743-2328

@ Cornerstone
ELECTRIC
Service Department
Farm & Agriculture
Residential
Commercial

Generators
Data & Integrated Systems

308-743-1025 | electricne.com
Axtell, NE

Budget
Heating & Air

LENNOX D

Sales & Service
Installations

Servicing All Makes
& Models

310 N. Colorado | 832-1216

WILSON FLOORING
& FURNISHINGS
Carpet  Rugs  Vinyl e Laminate
Home Furnishings ® Aspen Furniture
GE Appliances & Mattresses

308-425-3322

wilsonflooring@frontier.com
629 15th Ave., Franklin
facebook.com/wilsonflooring2

A-1

Refrigeration, Heating &
Air Conditioning
-Service all makes & models-
-Factory Authorized Dealer-
-Commercial & Residential-
-NATE Certified-

1449 N. Brown Ave, Minden
832-0251

s

KEARNEY COUNTY
HEALTH SERVICES

Douglas Althouse, MD
John Andrew Craig, MD
Cade Craig, MD
Shelby Liesemeyer, MD
Shannon Kuehn, APRN
Kaitlyn Carlson, APRN
Diane Jackson, APRN
Jordan Kohtz, APRN
Samantha Rogers, APRN
Doug Wulf, APRN

727 E. 1st Street, Minden, NE 68959
308.832.3400 - kchs.org

reliable & affordable
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Will do
handyman/
small jobs.
Text or Call

Scott Torske

308-830-1325

This could

be your ad!

Call Ashley at
308-279-1147

courier

D&S Ag
Sales Inc.

Hildreth, NE
Sprayer Parts & Service
Peck Augers | Buhler
Outback GPS
Farm King Augers
Bestway Sprayers

Call Tom
308-938-2098
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The second annu-
al Give Big Minden
event raised $65,660
for the community
thanks to sponsors,
donors, and non-
profit partners.

This  generosity
will help care for
seniors, support sin-
gle-parent families,
preserve the local
history, fund class-

$65,660 Raised for Our
room projects and

Community
% educational oppor-

tunities, continue to grow medical services, stock shelves and feed families, support
seniors through meals and programming, care for animals, invest in the community's
future and keep arts and culture thriving right here in Minden.

Every gift will create real impact. Thank you for showing up, giving generously, and
proving once again that this community is an amazing place!
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Falcons at State One Act

8

The Wilcox-Hildreth Play Production Team competed at the NSAA Class D1 State
Play Production competition on December 10 at the Johnny Carson Theater in Nor-
folk. The Falcons earned fifth place with their performance of ‘Abominable’. Congrat-
ulations on a great season! (Courtesy photo)

HSPE .

MaryJ,anmng -.

HEALTHCARE
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Axtell FBLA Students Raise Over $1,700 to Support Alzheimer’s Association

PRESS RELEASE

Axtell, NE — December 11, 2025 — The Alzheimer's Association proudly recognizes
the Future Business Leaders of America (FBLA) students from the Axtell, Nebraska
Chapter for their leadership, compassion, and dedication to service.

These students volunteered at the Kearney Walk to End Alzheimer's on October 12
and continued their efforts by organizing a fundraiser after the event. Through their
hard work, they raised over $1,700 to support Alzheimer's care, support, and research.

Tara Smith, advisor for Axtell FBLA, said, “While planning our fundraiser and par-
ticipating in the Kearney Walk, several members shared with me a family member
affected by Alzheimer’s. | think it was eye-opening to some members to see people
they know being affected by Alzheimer's. Our student body and community pulled
together for the fundraiser, and we were able to collect $1,700.

Reflecting on the students' achievements, Smith added, “It means a lot to me as an
advisor seeing my FBLA members care about a cause and work together to make a dif-
ference. Axtell FBLA members did a wonderful job planning and executing a successful

C{>‘KEARNEYCOUNTY

HEALTH SERVICES

/4

HOURS

lll '
CHRISTMAS

4+ Christmas Eve Minden Medical Clinic
December 24th Open Until Noon

Offices & Clinics
CLOSED

+ Christmas Day
December 25th

Normal Hours
8am-5pm

+ Friday
December 26th
4

——# HAPPY % ——

New Year
New Year's Eve Minden Medical Clinic
December 3lst Open Until Noon

Offices & Clinics
CLOSED

New Year's Day
January 1st

Normal Hours
8am-5pm

Friday
January 2nd
Our Emergency Department remains open 24/7.

For Medical Emergencies, please call 911 or visit the KCHS
Emergency Department.

fundraiser, but we could
not have done it without
student body support
and the Axtell community
support.’

Ashley  Shum, Fund-
raising Manager at the
Alzheimer's  Association
Nebraska Chapter, said,
‘Axtell FBLA has shown
tremendous heart. Their
commitment to support-
ing families affected by
Alzheimer's is inspiring,
and we're grateful for the
difference they're mak-
ing."

The Alzheimer's Association thanks the Axtell FBLA Chapter for their dedication and
generosity. Their efforts reflect the true spirit of service and provide hope to the mil-
lions of Americans living with Alzheimer's and their families.

For more information about the Walk to End Alzheimer's or to learn how to get

involved, visit act.alz.org/Kearney.
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Provide your loved ones with a gift
that keeps giving all year long with a
subscription to the Minden Courier.

Sign up for a year-long
subscription at
themindencourier.com,
call 308-832-2220 or stop by
520 N. Minden Ave.

courier
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Calendars and Menus

Minden Public Schools
MENUS:
All breakfast includes fruit or vegetable and milk. All
lunch includes fruit and vegetable bar and milk.
Friday, Dec. 19: BREAKFAST: Long John, hard boiled egg;
LUNCH: Stuffed crust pizza
ACTIVITIES:
Friday, Dec. 19: End of 2nd Quarter; Early dismissal, 12
p.m.; V/JV Girls WR @ Flatwater Fracas, 9 a.m.; HS Band/
Choir Concert & Soup Supper, 7 p.m.
Saturday, Dec. 20: V Boys WR @ Boone Central Invite, 9
a.m.; 9th Girls & Boys BB @ Kearney Invite, 9 a.m.; V/JV
Girls WR @ Flatwater Fracas, 9 a.m.
Monday, Dec 22—Friday, Jan. 2: NO SCHOOL
Wednesday, Dec. 24—Sunday, Dec. 28: NSAA Five-Day
Moratorium

Axtell Community School
MENUS:
Friday, Dec. 19: LUNCH: Sack Lunch for Finals
ACTIVITIES:
Friday, Dec. 19: FINALS; JV Boys & Girls BB vs. Amherst,
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4:30 p.m.; Girls BB vs. Amherst, 6 p.m.; Boys BB vs. Am-
herst, 7:30 p.m.

Saturday, Dec. 20: Girls & Boys WR @ Cambridge Invite,
10 a.m.

Monday, Dec. 22—Jan. 5: NO SCHOOL

Wednesday, Dec. 24—Sunday, Dec. 28: NSAA Five-Day
Moratorium

Wilcox-Hildreth Public Schools
MENUS:
Milk, peanut butter and jelly sandwich, fresh fruit and
vegetable bar and yogurt served daily plus many more
new breakfast and lunch items.
ACTIVITIES:
Friday, Dec. 19: FFA Fruit Delivery; End of 2nd Quarter,
2:40 p.m.
Saturday, Dec. 20: FFA Fruit Delivery; Girls & Boys WR
@ Cambridge Invite, 10 a.m.; V/JV Boys & Girls BB vs.
Pleasanton, 1p.m.
Monday, Dec. 22—Friday, Jan. 5: NO SCHOOL
Tuesday, Dec. 23: 7-12 Team meeting, 7:45 a.m.
Wednesday, Dec. 24—Sunday, Dec. 28: NSAA Five-Day
Moratorium

Community Services
Dinner Menus
Meals served at Minden Community/Senior Center
(Community Action Partnership of Mid-Nebraska), 403
N. Colorado Avenue, at noon. Please call 308-832-2139
the day before the dinner with your reservations. All
meals are served with coffee, water, and milk. Menu are
subject to change. Join us.
Monday, Dec. 22: Chicken fried steak, mashed potatoes,
gravy, corn, dinner roll, fruit and dessert
Tuesday, Dec. 23: Spaghetti, green beans, garlic bread
and fruit
Wednesday, Dec. 24: Center Closed Merry Christmas
Thursday, Dec. 25: Center Closed Merry Christmas
Friday, Dec. 26: Sausage gravy and biscuits, salad, fruit
and dessert
RYDE Transportation For All Ages
RYDE Transit offers public transportation for all resi-
dents of Minden and Kearney County, Monday thru Fri-
day - 8:00am to 5:00pm. Service is available to Minden
and all of Kearney County, and out of town trips to Ke-
arney, Holdrege, Hastings, and Grand Island. Please call
at least 24 hours in advance for a ride.
RYDE Transit provides transportation for medical care,
therapy, education, jobs, and shopping for individuals
of all ages.
(all 308.832.2139 to schedule your ride. Public Transpor-
tation is easy to ride, and open to everyone.
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Bowling Standings
Classey Lassies  12-4-25
Team Standings:

Aurora Coop-Keene

Platte River BBQ

Split Happens

Skye's The Limit Salon
Upland Bar & Grill

Dobish Dumpsters

Larson Bros Construction
Pony Express Ford 0 4
High Individual Game: Betty Smith, 192; Kasey Welch,
189; Amanda Rasmussen, 182

High Individual Series: Betty Smith, 516; Kasey Welch,
468; Amanda Rasmussen, 460

High Team Game: Platte River BBQ, 449; Aurora Coop-
Keene, 424; Skye's The Limit Salon, 419

High Team Series: Platte River BBQ, 1221; Skye's The Limit
Salon, 1220; Split Happens, 1213
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Sunday Mixed 12-7-25

Team Standings: w L
Flinstones 21 7
3 Chicks & A Stick 19 9
Lucky Dogs 14 14
Travelers 14 14
Bowling Stones 13 15

High Individual Game, Men: Randy Durand, 187, Cody
Wyatt, 182; Marty Misek & Calvin Durand, 180

High Individual Game, Women: Laurie Wright, 176; Sheri
Wyatt, 161; Betty Smith, 154

High Individual Series, Men: Randy Durand, 510; Calvin
Durand, 477; Cody Wyatt, 447

High Individual Series, Woman: Laurie Wright, 462; Sheri
Wyatt, 425; Betty Smith, 420

High Team Game: Flinstones, 576; Lucky Dogs, 547; Trav-
elers, 524

High Team Series: Flinstones, 1608; Bowling Stones, 1537,
Lucky Dogs, 1512

Minden Unified Association  11-27-25

Team Standings: W L
Joyce Farms 182 130
Miller Body 162.5 152.5
First Bank 149.5 1615
APEX 96 168

High Individual Game: Dusty Space, 233; Shawn Nelson,
214: Jeff Miller & Dustin Schwenka, 183

High Individual Series: Dusty Space, 575; Shawn Nelson,
558; Jeff Miller, 494

High Team Game: Miller Body, 680; Joyce Farms, 623;
First Bank, 561

High Team Series: Miller Body, 2005; Joyce Farms, 1734;
First Bank, 1635
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Do You Remember

Eighty Years Ago — 1945

An early freeze, coupled with a shortage of moisture, indicated corn yields were to
be considerably lower than the August estimates.

Kearney County went over the top with much to spare in the final Victory Loan drive
for bonds. Richard Armstrong, chairman of the last campaign, stated that never from
the opening day did he question the final outcome.

After four years, the Christmas lights on the courthouse would be turned on. A mixed
chorus, comprising 60 voices, sang several Christmas carols.

Seventy Years Ago — 1955

The highest award in the York Rite of Free masonry, the York Cross of Honor, was
given to Charles John Lehmkuhl of Minden, during the York Cross of Honor meeting in
Omaha. The honorary degree was conferred only on those who had held the highest
office in each of the four bodies of the rite.

Mervin Peterson was among the farm placement representatives given credit for
outstanding performance in locating jobs. The work was voluntary and was performed
in connection with the Nebraska employment service.

Mrs. Howard Ream entertained at a birthday party in honor of Anna Hokser on her
91st birthday.

Sixty Years Ago — 1965

Grant Meiner, son of Mr. and Mrs. George Meiner, was promoted to lieutenant junior
in the U.S. Navy. He was stationed at Oak Harbor, Wash., after spending two months
at Vietnam aboard the aircraft carrier, U.S.S. Independence.

“An Old-Fashioned Christmas” was the theme of the concerts given by the Minden
schools in a two-evening presentation. Directors were Mrs. Charles Heinrich, Bill Larson
and R.E. Witte.

The Axtell Junior Woman's Club and the Axtell firemen hosted Santa Claus Day with
free cartoons and a visit from jolly old St. Nicholas at the community building.

Fifty Years Ago — 1975

Linda Nelson and Veronica Ruge were $5 winners at the Bank Night drawing. Winners
needed to be present in one of the participating stores when the drawing occurred.
Both winners were in the Ben Franklin store.

Nebraska State Savings and Loan sponsored a Dress-a-Doll contest. The dolls were
judged by Joan Kopf and Nancy Tomsen and winners were Agnes Garrison, Orral Baacke,
Gigi Sorensen, Anna Bower, Jean Sorensen, Kathy Bienhoff and Senga Garrison. All dolls
were sent to needy children.

Licensed as city street superintendent was Thomas B. Kenney.

Forty Years Ago — 1985

Senior Adrienne Benz of Hildreth won the local Voice of Democracy speech contest.
Janelle Harms placed second and Tami Lindau placed third.

The Air Care helicopter from Kearney's Good Samaritan Hospital landed at the Kearney
County Community Hospital. Personnel on the helicopter demonstrated how patients
should be prepared for
flightand gaveinformation

.. Goswathsteet f - on safety measures to be
candinavian melhee | usedaroundthe helicopter

A television crew from
WOW in Omaha came to
Minden to film the presen-
tation of the “Light of the
World" Christmas pageant.

erinpittz.scmi@gmail.com

utual Insurance Company

Erin Pittz, Agent

. |
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2015 — The Minden Lions Club held its 2015 Holiday Lighting Contest with four categories: Griswold,
Elegant, Animated, and Religious. The overall 100 Year Lights winner was Dean and Julie Zoerb.

The live presentation was sent via satellite from the truck and viewed by over 20
communities in the Omaha area.

Thirty Years Ago — 1995

Axtell wrestlers had a good start to their season by placing fifth in the Harvard Invite.
Reaching the championship finals were Adam Sandburg and David Schledewitz.

The Minden City Council stepped up plans to build an incinerator that could handle 21
tons of waste a day and would cost between $750,000 to $1million dollars to construct.

The Minden Technology Committee announced that local access to the Internet was
available in Minden.

Twenty Years Ago — 2005

The Lady Whippets basketball team picked up the Southwest Conference win over
Broken Bow, 54-52, to keep their record unblemished at 3-0. Minden senior guard Becky
Jameson scored 15 points in the win.

Kearney County was one of 39 Nebraska counties being evaluated for possible federal
funding due to damage caused by the November 27-28 blizzard that struck Nebraska.
Among the damage throughout the county was $38,500 of damage to the Axtell Fire Hall.

A cornerstone dedication was held during a December 11 ceremony at the site of the
new FSA building on south Highway 10. The ceremony was conducted by the Masons
of Nebraska and Rob Morris Lodge No. 46 of Kearney.

Ten Years Ago — 2015

After nearly two months, the Breakaway opened its doors to the public on December
10 with its original moniker but new owners. Aaron and Kelinda Gilg of Kearney chose
to keep the bar's name for simplicity and convenience.

The Jazzethyst 2015 tour took place with the Minden High School music department
including the show choir, Amethyst, concert choirand instrumental ensemble performing
all day long. The groups made stops on NTV, Daylight Donuts in Kearney, Minden Senior
Center, Bethany Home, Methodist Women Luncheon, Long Term Care and East Elementary.

The pop-up gallery ‘Art on the Square with Holiday Flair' showcased talent from
around the area. In addition to the paintings, sculptures, glass work, and jewelry, music
talents performed and local vendors held special events like wine tastings.
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For the Record

Kearney County District Court

State vs. Lauren Durbin, Minden, felony-bind over 2
COUNTS possess controlled substance; 11-21-25

State vs. Dallas E. Dean, Kearney, felony-bind overDel/
dsp/dst/pos cntrl subs-Sch 1,2,3; 12-8-25

Kathleen R. Huddleston, Minden, InRe Name Change;
12-4-25

Kearney County County Court

Osman E. Argueta Cruz, Broken Bow, no operator's
license/waiverable, fine $75, Nebraska State Patrol Of-
ficer Wroblewski, 11-19-25

Joshua W. Lange, Minden, COUNT I: willful reckless
driving-1st offense, fine 60 days jail; COUNT II: attempt
of a class 1 misdemeanor, fine 60 days jail, Minden Po-
lice Officer Shrader, 8-3-24

James L. Nielsen, Osceola, speeding 11-15 MPH County/
State, fine $125, Nebraska State Patrol Officer Buhlke,
11-16-25

Tosha M. Savage, Ravenna, speeding 1-15 MPH
County/State, fine $125, Nebraska State Patrol Officer
Margritz, 10-24-25

Branden L. Barnes, Holdrege, COUNT [: criminal mis-
chief- $0-500, fine $150, restitution $230; COUNT II: dis-
turbing the peace, fine 10 days jail, 10 days credit for
time served; COUNT III: criminal mischief- $0-500, fine
$150; Kearney County Sheriff, 7-22-25

Leanne R. Atchison, Kearney, attempt of a class 4 felo-
ny, fine 60 days jail, probation 18 months, $500 restitu-
tion, probation 12 months, Minden Police Officer Kerns,
9-18-23

Christopher A. Reeves, Minden, COUNT I: obstruct a
peace officer, fine $500, probation 6 months; COUNT II:
refuse to submit to test-1st offense, fine $500, proba-
tion 6 months, 60 days revoked license; Minden Police
Officer Graham, 12-4-25

Heidi E. Sloane, Leakey, Texas, speeding 6-10 MPH
County/State, fine $75, Nebraska State Patrol Officer
Bauer, 10-15-25

Hannah K. Fries, Minden, speeding 6-10 MPH County/
State, fine $75, Nebraska State Patrol Officer Bauer, 10-
16-25

Andres M. Marquez Erives, Hastings, speeding 6-10
MPH County/State, fine $25, Nebraska State Patrol Offi-
cer Lassen, 2-26-25

Dillon Durham, Campbell, no valid registration-car/
pick up/step van, fine $25, Nebraska State Patrol Officer
Lassen, 11-12-25

Richard Garcia, Kearney, COUNT I: license vehicle with-
out liability insurance, fine $100; COUNT II: speeding
6-10 MPH County/State, fine $25, Nebraska State Patrol
Officer Margritz, 7-30-25

Ashton Kring, Axtell, speeding 11-15 MPH County/

NN 12 I

State, fine $125, Nebraska State Patrol Officer Margritz,
9-19-25

Charlotte Dvorak, Kearney, speeding 6-10 MPH
County/State, fine $75, Nebraska State Patrol Officer
Margritz, 11-20-25

Bill J. Winberg, Kearney, DUI-alcohol-1st offense, fine
$500, 4 months probation court, 60 days revoked li-
cense, Nebraska State Patrol Officer Gonzalez, 1-26-25

Jacob L. Palmer, Peotone, lllinois, speeding 11-15 MPH
County/State, fine $75, Nebraska State Patrol Evans,
7-21-25

Kevin M. Jameson, Kenesaw, violate stop or yield sign,
fine $75, Kearney County Sheriff Officer Larsen, 10-24-25

Jose A. Donato, Juniata, careless driving, fine $100,
Kearney County Sheriff Officer Struss, 11-3-25

Angel G. Madriz-Navarrete, Minden, fail to yield
ROW-entering roadway, fine $25, Kearney County Sher-
iff Officer Eshleman, 10-31-25

Nolan V. Meyers, Arapahoe, following too close, fine
$50, Kearney County Sheriff Officer, 11-2-25

Minden Fire & Rescue

11-29-25—The Minden Emergency Unit was dis-
patched.

12-2-25—The Minden Emergency Unit was dispatched
to 84 & E. 32.

12-2-25—The Minden Emergency Unit was dispatched
to Highway 10 & P Road for a concussion.

12-3-25—The Minden Emergency Unit was dispatched
to N. Hubbard Avenue for back pain.

12-6-25—The Minden Emergency Unit was dispatched
to Ridge Street for a personal illness.

12-8-25—The Minden Emergency Unit was dispatched
to Highway 10 & V Road for a 2-vehicle accident.

12-8-25—The Minden Emergency Unit was dispatched
to Bethany Home for a personal injury.

12-8-25—The Minden Emergency Unit was dispatched
to N. Hubbard for a personal illness.

12-8-25—The Minden Emergency Unit was dispatched
to E. 2nd Street for a personal illness.

12-10-25—The Minden Fire & Rescue was dispatched
to 40 Road for a tractor fire.

12-10-25—The Minden Emergency Unit was dispatched
to E. 7th Street for a personal injury.

12-10-25—The Minden Emergency Unit was dispatched
to KCHS for an interfaculty transfer to Good Sam.

Axtell Fire & Rescue

11-26-25—The Axtell Emergency Unit was dispatched
to A Avenue for a personal illness.

12-9-25—The Axtell Emergency Unit was dispatched
to Mosaic for a personal illness and transport to Phelps
Memorial.

12-9-25—The Axtell Emergency Unit was dispatched
to Mosaic for a personal illness and transport to Good
Sam Hospital.
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Kearney County Sheriff

11-29-25, A vehicle driven by Jace Anthony Green,
Hastings, was traveling eastbound on 50A Link when a
deer ran from the south ditch colliding with the vehicle.
Estimated damage: $3,000.

12-6-25, A vehicle driven by Angela A. Finn, Minden,
was traveling southbound on Highway 10 when a deer
ran eastbound across the road and struck the passenger
side of the vehicle. Estimated damage: $1,000.

11-29-25, A vehicle driven by Zachary William Fau-
cett, Kearney, was traveling westbound on Highway 6,
crossed onto a patch of black ice, went off the right side
of the road into the ditch, rolling to the left side of the
vehicle. Estimated damage: $10,000.

11-29-25, A vehicle driven by Elizabeth E. Bock, Min-
den, was going south on Highway 44 when the driver
lost control on the ice, spun around and entered the
east ditch striking a road sign pole. Estimated damage:
$4,000.

Kearney County Sheriff’s
Office Investigating Fatal
Two-Vehicle Crash

PRESS RELEASE

The Kearney County Sheriff's Office is investigating a
fatal two-vehicle crash that occurred on December 8,
2025 at approximately 7:32 a.m. near Highway 10 and
Fort Kearney Road.

Deputies arrived to find a white Ford F-250 pickup
and a tan GMC SUV with extensive damage. The GMC
SUV was traveling northbound on Highway 10, and the
Ford F-250 was traveling eastbound on the 50-A Link
when the vehicles collided at the intersection.

The driver of the GMC SUV, Saul Barboza Montano of
Minden, was pronounced deceased at the scene. The
family has been notified.

The driver, Cory A. Rady of Indiana, and passenger,
Damian Wells of North Carolina, of the Ford pickup were
using seat belt restraints and sustained non-life-threat-
ening injuries. They were both transported to a local
medical facility for treatment. The driver of the GMC
was not wearing a seat belt at the time of the crash.
Two independent witnesses were identified at the
scene and provided statements to investigators. Their
cooperation is appreciated.

The Kearney County Sheriff's Office continues to in-
vestigate the circumstances of the crash with assistance
from the Nebraska State Patrol, the Minden Volunteer
Fire Department, Good Samaritan Hospital and EMS,
and the Kearney County Attorney’s Office. We also ex-
tend our gratitude to the good samaritans who stopped
to help.
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Obituaries

Saul Barboza Mantano, 45 - Minden Resident

Saul Barboza Mantano, 45, of Minden passed away on
Monday, December 8, 2025, as the result of a motor ve-
hicle accident. A Memorial Mass were held on Tuesday,
December 16, 2025, at St. John the Baptist Catholic Church
in Minden with Fr. Evan Winter officiating. Inurnment will
be held in Tamazula de Gordiano Mexico at a later date.
There was no visitation. In lieu of flowers, memorials in
Saul's honor are kindly suggested to the family for future
designation. Arrangements are under the care of Craig Fu-
neral Home in Minden.

Saul Barboza Mantano was born, the youngest of five,
on September 28,1980, to Juan Barboza and Rebeca Man-
tano De Barboza in Tamazula de Gordiano, Mexico. He
grew up in Mexico and attended school there until moving to the United States in 2004.

He was blessed with three children: Juan, Emili, and Saul Jr. The family made their
home in Minden and Kearney. Saul was employed in various fields and specialized in
welding and farming. He enjoyed fishing, camping, gardening, and animals, especially
raising chickens and quail. Saul loved his family and was considered a father figure by
most of his nieces and nephews. He was great at teaching life lessons.

Those left to cherish his memory include his children, Juan Barboza, Emili Barboza, and
Saul Barboza, Jr. all of Kearney; mother, Rebeca Mantano De Barboza of Sidney; broth-
ers, Juan Barboza and Efrain Barboza both of Mexico; sisters, Maria Barboza of Minden
and Amparo (Lloyd) Stott of Sidney; as well as a host of nieces, nephews, extended
relatives and close friends.

He was preceded in death by his father, Juan Barboza.

Tributes and memories can be shared with the family at www.craigfunerals.com.

Melanie J. Lantis, 58 - Deshler Resident

Former Hastings resident, Melanie J. Lantis 58, passed
away Sunday, December 7, 2025, at her home in Deshler
Nebraska.

Celebration of Life will be at 1:00 p.m,,Friday, Decem-
ber 19, 2025, at Butler Volland Funeral Home in Hastings
with Father Mark Seiker officiating. Graveside service
will follow at St. Joseph's Cemetery in Giltner, NE. to be
buried by her son. Rosary will be 7:00 p.m. Thursday,
December 18, 2025, at Butler Volland funeral home, and
visitation will be 1-8 p.m. with the family present from
5:00 to 7:00 p.m. Memorials may be given to the family
to be established at a later date. The service will be live-
streamed on Livingston Butler Volland Funeral Home's
website. To view the service, go to Melanie's obituary
and click the play button shown toward the bottom of the page. Condolences may
be sent to the family at www.Ibvfh.com. Livingston Butler Volland Funeral Home &
Cremation Center is serving the family.

Melanie was born to Edward and Janet (Rader) Soucie on April 11,1967 in Grand Is-
land, NE. She married Gary Lee Lantis on June 2,1989. To this union 3 boys were born
Jamie Lee, Christopher Lee and Jeffrey Edward. They later divorced.

Melanie resided and worked in Kearney, NE. She had an Associates Degree in Ap-
plied Sciences and Early Child Development. She used this degree while working at
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Headstart. Then moving to DSN in Kearney working with mentally under developed
persons. She later decided to spread her heart in the field and invited two different
individuals to live in her home and provided love and care to these persons as she had
with everyone she came in contact with. She gave up this passion eventually because
of serious health issues. She enjoyed doing crafts and her love grew when her grand-
daughters joined in on her love. They were the light of her life.

In her boys’ younger years she would do anything to spend time with them. Hunt-
ing, fishing, and many hours of video games. She also enjoyed gardening and time
with her sisters and their families. She enjoyed making things new and interesting
and pleasure of hers was to redecorate her living space.

Melanie was preceded in death by her parents, grandparents, two nephews and her
beloved son, Jamie Lee Lantis.

She is survived by: Sons & Spouse: Christopher Lee & Candice Lantis, and Jeffrey
Edward Lantis; Grandchildren: Kaia, Edyn, McKayla, and Keyton; Stepmother: Elaine
Soucie; Brothers & Spouses: Greg & Patricia Soucie, and Dan & Tammy Soucie; Sisters &
Spouses: Becky & Randy Sorensen, Lisa & Melvin Trausch, Valerie & Dale Engel, Angela
& Mark Allen; Former Husband: Gary Lee Lantis; Numerous Nieces, Nephews, other
extended family and many friends.

Marlin L. Larsen, 73 - Minden Resident

Marlin L. Larsen, 73, of Minden, passed away on Satur-
day, December 13, 2025 at his home. Funeral services were
held on Wednesday, December 17,2025 at St. Paul Luther-
an Church in Minden with Rev. William Zwick officiating.
The service was streamed to the church’s YouTube page.
Interment was held following the service at the Minden
Cemetery with military honors presented by the Minden
American Legion and Heartwell Veterans of Foreign Wars.
Visitation was held one hour prior to service time. Me-
morials in Marlin's honor are kindly suggested to St. Paul
Lutheran Church or to the family for future designation.
Arrangements are under the care of Craig Funeral Home
in Minden.

Marlin Leroy Larsen was born on October 1, 1952, to Leo
and Esther (Sinsel) Larsen at the Seeley Hospital in Minden. He grew up on the family
farm and attended country school. He finished his education in Minden, graduating in
1970.

He met his wife, Linda Whitsell, on a blind date while she was visiting Minden. They
were married on January 14, 1972, and were blessed with one son, Douglas. Marlin was
drafted into the United States Army and served from 1973 until 1975, spending one year
in Korea. He was employed by Piester Manufacturing and later took over the family
farm operation.

Marlin was a lifelong member of St. Paul Lutheran Church where he was baptized,
confirmed and married. He enjoyed gunsmithing, hunting, fishing, blacksmithing and
stationary engines.

Those left to cherish his memory include his wife of 53 years, Linda of Minden; son,
Douglas and his wife, Steph of Minden; beloved granddaughters, Emily and Kimberly;
sister, Sheryl Morris; sisters-in-law, Karen Baskett and Linda Whitsell; brother-in-law,
Bruce Whitsell and his wife, Pat; as well as a host of nieces, nephews, extended relatives
and close friends.

He was preceded in death by his parents; infant sister, Karen; father and mother-in-
law, Bill Whitsell and Helen Rumshy; sister-in-law, Kay Whitsell; brothers-in-law, Larry
Whitsell and Myron Morris; uncle, Clarence Sinsel; and aunt, Doris Nielsen.

Tributes and memories can be shared with the family at www.craigfunerals.com.
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Church Directory

Axtell

Bethany Lutheran

903 25 Road
BethanyAxtell.org
(308) 743-2597

Marcia Dorn, Pastor
Sunday, Dec. 21: Sunday
School and Coffee Fellow-
ship, 10 a.m.; Worship with
Holy Communion, 10:45
a.m.

Worship will be recorded
and posted on our website
at BethanyAxtell.org.

First Presbyterian

406 A Avenue

Sunday, Dec. 21: Fellowship
& Sunday School, 9:30 a.m;;
Worship service, 10:30 a.m.
Wednesday, Dec. 24 Christ-
mas Eve Service, 6 p.m.
Keene Evangelical

Free

662 F Road
308-743-26T1

Matthew Snell, Pastor
Sunday, Dec. 21: Worship
service, 8:30 & 10:30 a.m.,
Sunday School, 9:30 a.m.
Wednesday, Dec. 24: Eve-
ning Bible Study, 7 p.m.
Trinity Lutheran, LCMC
104 E. Fifth St.

Craig Richardson,
Pastor

Sunday, Dec. 21: Donuts &
Juice, Sunday School & Pro-
gram Practice, 9:30 a.m,
AM Sunday School Pro-
gram, 10:30 a.m.; PM Bible
Study, 12:45 p.m.

Monday, Dec. 22: Bible
Study, 7 p.m.

Wednesday, Dec. 24 Christ-
mas Eve Worship/Commu-
nion, 5:30 p.m.

Campbell

St. Anne Catholic
Father Adam Sparling,
Pastor

Saturday, Dec. 20: Mass, 5
p.m.

Sunday, Dec. 21: Mass, 8
am.

Trinity Lutheran

360 So. Stewart

(402) 756-8552

Greg Volsky,

Vacancy Pastor

Sunday, Dec. 21: Worship,
9:30 a.m. with Sunday
school to follow

United Westminster
Presbyterian

Broad and Main Street
Mark A. Diehl, Pastor
Sunday, Dec. 21: Worship, 10
am.

Funk

Fridhem Lutheran

401 Lake Street

Daren Popple,

Pastor

Sunday, Dec. 21: Sunday
School, 9:20 a.m.; Worship,
10:30 a.m.

Communion offered st &
3rd Sunday each month

Heartwell
God’'s Lighthouse, Full
Gospel

Sunday, Dec. 21: Worship,
10:30 a.m.

Holy Family Catholic
Mission Parish

287 Jefferson Street
Father Evan Winter
Sunday, Dec. 21: Mass, 8:30
a.m.

Hildreth

Trinity Lutheran

502 Sanders Avenue
Caroline Schenk,
Pastor

Sunday, Dec. 21: Sunday
School, 9:30 a.m.; Worship,
10:30 a.m.

Holdrege

The Church of Jesus
Christ of Latter-Day
Saints

112 W 11th Ave
402-208-7277

Sunday, Dec. 21: Sacrament
meeting, 10 a.m.

To schedule an appoint-
ment with the missionaries
for either a gospel lesson
and/or for any other ser-
vice call or text (402) 452-
1992

Visitors welcome

Macon

Zion Lutheran

Located 1 mile west of
Macon, 1503 31st Road,
(Franklin)

Marcia Dorn, Pastor
Sunday, Dec. 21: Worship
service, 9 a.m.

Minden

Bethany Lutheran

437 E. Fourth St.

Don Hunzeker, Pastor
Julie Schmidt, Parish
Ministry Associate
Thursday, Dec. 18: Men's
Prayer Breakfast, 7a.m.
Saturday, Dec. 20: Walking,
8a.m.

Sunday, Dec. 21: Con-
temporary Worship, 8:30
a.m.; Blended-Traditional
Worship, 10:30 a.m.; Blue
Christmas Service, 7 p.m.
Wednesday, Dec. 24: (Can-
dlelight Services, 7 p.m. &
1 p.m.

Stay connected with our
website, Bethanyminden.
org

Evangelical Free

1310 W. First St.

Tom Barnes, Lige Reed,
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Pastors

Sunday, Dec. 21: Worship,
9:30 a.m.; Sunday School,
Mam.

First Christian Church
Disciples of Christ

444 N. Brown Ave.
Come grow with us!
Call (308) 832-2693
Sunday, Dec. 21: Worship
service, 9:30 a.m.; Coffee
Fellowship after worship
services; Sunday School, 11
a.m.

Tuesday, Dec. 23: Christmas
Eve-Eve Service, 6:30 p.m.
Ladies’ Bible Study Tues-
days @ Bloomfield Home,
9am.

Fredericksburg
Lutheran

616 33 Road

Julie Schmidt, Parish
Ministry Associate

Don Hunzeker, Pastor
Sunday, Dec. 21: Worship,
9:30 a.m,; Fellowship Cof-
fee 10:30 a.m.

Communion served 2nd
Monday each month
Saint John The

Baptist Catholic

628 N. Garber

Father Evan Winter
Saturday, Dec. 20: Mass,
5:30 p.m., confessions be-
fore Mass

Sunday, Dec. 21: Mass, 10:30
a.m.; (in Spanish at 12:30
p.m.); confessions before
Mass

St. Paul Lutheran

206 N. Colorado

Rev. William Zwick
Friday, Dec. 19: Breakfast &
Prayer, 7a.m.

Sunday, Dec. 21: Bible Study,
9 a.m.; Worship/Commu-
nion, 10:15 a.m.; Caroling &
Cookie Plates, 3:30 p.m.
Tuesday, Dec. 23: Choir
Practice, 5:30 p.m.

Wednesday, Dec. 24: Wor-
ship, Carols & Candles, 7
p.m.

Thursday, Dec. 25: Worship
& Communion, 10:15 a.m.
United Methodist

340 N. Newell Ave.
Kayla M. Mangrich,
Pastor

Sunday, Dec. 21: Worship,
10 a.m.; Confirmation, 11:15
am.

Wednesday, Dec. 24: Christ-
mas Eve Service, 7 p.m.
Westminster United
Presbyterian

109 N. Colorado
Sharon Rees, Pastor
Sunday, Dec. 21: Christmas
(antana, 9:30 a.m.; Coffee
Fellowship, 10:30 a.m. Com-
munion st Sundays
Wednesday, Dec. 24 Christ-
mas Eve Candlelight Ser-
vice, 5 p.m.

Wilcox
St. John's Lutheran
102 S. Stockton St.

Kenton Birtell, Pastor
Sunday, Dec. 21: Worship,
9:30 a.m.

Holy Communion every
other Sunday

United Methodist

203 S. Sapp St.
Candance Miller,
Pastor

Sunday, Dec. 21: Worship, 9
a.m.

Communion 1st Sunday ev-
ery month

Wilcox Community

106 W. Detroit St.

Craig Cedar, Pastor
Affiliated with
Evangelical Free
Church of America
Sunday, Dec. 21: Sunday
School, 9:30 a.m.; Worship,
10:45 a.m.

Wednesdays: Awana &
Youth Group (during school
year), 6:30 p.m.

Bible Studies during the
week. Check our Facebook

page.

This week’s Market Report
is sponsored by:

2106|EXHWyI30" Suiter2)
S N .
husker:innigation:zimmaticdealer.com

For the week ending December 13, 2025.

Nebraska Weekly Grain Prices, Omaha-Council Bluffs
US No. 2 Yellow Corn: $4.21-$4.39

US No. 1Soybeans $10.22-$10.39

Steers - Medium and Large 1 (Per Cwt./Actual Wt.)
Weight Range - 650-699; Avg. Weight - 669; Price
Range - $371-$422; Average Price - $409.52

Heifers - Medium and Large 1 (Per Cwt./Actual Wt.)
Weight Range - 550-595; Avg. Weight - 573; Price
Range - $382.50-$457; Average Price - $411.42

carney *308:455-1899
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These Local Mouses 0][ Wo’zs/up Welcome You iZ)u’zmg This
JqO[ic[ay Season!

Christmas Eve
Wednesday, Dec. 24
5:00 p.m.
Candlelight Service

Minden Evangelical Free Church

1310 W. First St., Minden ¢ 832-1574

ol Bethany Lutheran Church -

437 E. Fourth, Minden « Phone 832-1886

Wedn