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spring, the country was shaken
by the deaths of 21 when a gunman
stormed an elementary school in
Uvalde, Texas.

Tuesday night’s shooting also
brought back memories of another
attack at a Walmart in 2019, when
a gunman who targeted Mexicans
opened fire at a store in El Paso,
Texas, and killed 23 people.

A database run by The As-
sociated Press, USA Today and
Northeastern University that
tracks every mass killing in
America going back to 2006
shows that the U.S. has now had
40 mass killings so far in 2022.
That compares with 45 for all of
2019, the highest year in the da-
tabase, which defines a mass kill-
ing as at least four people killed,
not including the killer.

According to the database, more
than a quarter of the mass killings

have occurred since Oct. 21, span-
ning eight states and claiming 51
lives. Nine of those 11 incidents
were shootings.

Notably, the database does not
include the recent shooting at the
University of Virginia because that
attack did not meet the threshold
of four dead, not including the
shooter.

President Joe Biden tweeted
that he and the first lady were
grieving for the victims’ fami-
lies. “We mourn for those who

will have empty seats at their
Thanksgiving table because of
these tragic events — we must take
greater action.”

Kimberly Shupe, mother of
Walmart employee Jalon Jones,
told reporters her 24-year-old son
was shot in the back. She said he
was in good condition and talking
Wednesday, after initially being
placed on a ventilator.

Shupe said she learned of the
shooting from a friend, who went
to a family reunification center to

find out Jones’ whereabouts.
“If he’s not answering his

phone, he’s not answering text
messages and there’s a shooting
at his job, you just kind of put two
and two together,” Shupe said. “It
was shock at first, but ultimately,
I just kept thinking, he’s going to
be all right.”

Walmart said in a statement
that it was working with law en-
forcement and “focused on doing
everything we can to support our
associates and their families.”

said Wednesday the U.S. will
send an additional $400 million
in ammunition and generators to
Ukraine and is pulling the gear
from its own stockpiles to get the
support to Kyiv as fast as possible.

Including the latest aid, the
U.S. has committed more than
$19 billion in weapons and other
equipment to Ukraine since Rus-
sia attacked on Feb. 24. The new
package of aid will be provided
through presidential drawdown
authority, which allows the Pen-
tagon to take weapons from its
own stock and quickly ship them
to Ukraine.

Russia has been pounding the
power grid and other facilities
with missiles and exploding
drones for weeks, wreaking dam-
age faster than it can be repaired.

Strikes had already damaged
about half of Ukraine’s energy
infrastructure, Zelenskyy said
before the latest barrage, and
rolling power outages had be-
come the horrid new normal for
millions.

Ukrainian officials believe Rus-
sian President Vladimir Putin is
hoping that the misery of un-
heated and unlit homes in win-
ter’s cold and dark will turn pub-
lic opinion against a continuation
of the war — but say it’s instead
strengthening Ukrainian resolve.

Ukraine’s Air Force said Russia
launched about 70 cruise missiles
and 51 were shot down, as were
five exploding drones. The after-
noon timing of the barrage — as
was also the case last week — left
workers toiling into the winter
darkness to restore supplies.

In Kyiv, a city of 3 million, the
administration said water and
heating would only return to
residential buildings on Thurs-
day morning.

Late Wednesday and well af-
ter dark, the deputy head of
Ukraine’s presidential office said
that Kyiv and more than a dozen
regions, including Lviv and Odesa
in the south, were reconnected to
the power grid.

Moldova, with Soviet-era en-
ergy systems interconnected with
Ukraine, also reported massive
power outages — for the second
time this month. President Maia
Sandu accused Moscow of plung-
ing the country of 2.6 million into

darkness and the foreign minister
summoned Russia’s ambassador
for explanations.

“We cannot trust a regime that
leaves us in the dark and cold,
that intentionally kills people,
out of a simple desire to keep
other peoples in poverty and hu-
miliation,” Sandu said.

German Chancellor Olaf Scholz
called Russia’s waves of strikes
in recent weeks “intolerable”
and said: “This bombing terror
against the civilian population

must stop, and immediately.”
Ukraine’s state-owned nuclear

operator, Energoatom, said the
country’s last three fully func-
tioning nuclear power stations
were all disconnected from the
power grid in an “emergency
protection” measure. It said ra-
diation levels were unchanged at
the sites and “all indicators are
normal.”

The Energy Ministry said the
attacks also caused a temporary
blackout of most thermal and

hydroelectric power plants, and
also affected transmission facil-
ities. Repair teams were working
“but given the extent of the dam-
age, we will need time,” it said on
Facebook.

Wednesday’s blackouts also
caused “the largest internet out-
age in Ukraine in months and the
first to affect neighboring Mol-
dova, which has since partially
recovered,” said Doug Madory,
director of internet analysis at
network-monitoring Kentik Inc.
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Five-Day Forecast For Grand Island

Shown are today’s noon positions of weather systems and precipitation. Temperature bands are highs for the day.
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24 hours ending 6 p.m. .....................................0.00”
Month to date ................................................. 0.17”
Year to date .................................................. 14.71”
Last year to date .......................................... 28.26”
Normal year to date ..................................... 25.54”

High/low ...................................................... 57°/20°
Normal high/low .......................................... 48°/25°
Record high ........................................... 72° in 2017
Record low .............................................. 1° in 1898

Barometer at 6 p.m. .......................... 29.88”, rising
Humidity at 6 p.m. ........................................... 60%

Today 8:29 a.m. 5:38 p.m.
Friday 9:45 a.m. 6:34 p.m.
Saturday 10:52 a.m. 7:41 p.m.

Today 7:31 a.m. 5:09 p.m.
Friday 7:32 a.m. 5:08 p.m.
Saturday 7:33 a.m. 5:08 p.m.
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Alliance 57/24/c 46/16/pc 59/23/s
Ames, KS 54/46/c 51/31/pc 52/33/c
Cedar Rapids, IA 57/40/pc 53/24/sh 49/27/s
Columbus 53/27/s 45/19/s 54/24/s
Council Bluffs, IA 57/30/pc 45/26/c 50/27/s
Des Moines, IA 56/43/pc 49/29/pc 51/32/s
Falls City 59/41/s 50/26/pc 51/25/s
Hastings 54/29/pc 47/22/pc 53/27/s
Hyannis 60/25/pc 44/22/pc 59/30/s
Imperial 61/28/s 47/19/pc 57/24/s
Kearney 58/30/s 48/21/s 55/25/s
Lincoln 59/30/s 46/20/s 52/25/s
Mason City, IA 52/34/s 41/24/sh 45/30/s
McCook 63/31/s 48/16/pc 57/20/s
Norfolk 57/30/pc 45/19/s 53/27/s
North Platte 63/30/pc 49/15/pc 58/18/s
Omaha 56/32/pc 46/25/c 51/27/s
Pierre, SD 51/31/pc 44/25/s 58/31/s
Rapid City, SD 54/25/pc 50/23/pc 64/37/s
Scottsbluff 55/28/c 48/18/pc 59/27/s
Sidney 59/25/c 45/19/pc 58/26/s
Sioux City, IA 57/25/pc 43/19/c 52/26/s
Sioux Falls, SD 56/27/pc 43/22/pc 53/30/s
Valentine 64/30/s 47/18/s 61/30/s

Anchorage 30/18/pc 27/20/pc 28/15/sn
Atlanta 71/48/pc 60/50/c 62/48/r
Boston 51/33/pc 46/40/pc 54/35/sh
Chicago 58/39/pc 51/33/c 50/33/pc
Cincinnati 58/35/s 60/45/c 53/33/sh
Dallas 58/53/sh 58/51/r 53/49/r
Denver 52/26/c 42/25/sn 56/33/s
Detroit 55/31/s 55/41/pc 50/31/pc
Honolulu 85/70/c 78/68/sh 81/67/pc
Houston 73/59/c 71/59/t 61/58/r
Juneau 43/35/r 38/29/sn 34/30/c
Las Vegas 67/44/pc 62/41/s 62/42/s
Los Angeles 74/51/s 80/50/s 76/50/s
Miami 86/71/pc 85/74/pc 87/74/t
Minneapolis 47/31/s 37/27/sh 48/34/s
New Orleans 74/60/c 73/65/t 70/63/t
New York City 55/39/s 53/45/pc 53/39/sh
Orlando 77/67/c 84/68/pc 86/68/t
Phoenix 73/47/pc 71/47/s 70/45/s
Pittsburgh 55/28/s 56/43/pc 49/31/sh
St. Louis 64/45/pc 53/36/r 55/33/pc
San Francisco 67/45/s 65/45/s 68/48/pc
Seattle 53/38/c 54/45/pc 49/40/r
Washington, DC 63/36/s 59/44/pc 58/39/r

Wed. Today Fri. Wed. Today Fri.

Mostly sunnyPlenty of sunshineSunny to partly cloudyPlenty of sunshineMainly clearMostly sunny and
breezy
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Relatives, friends, and comrades mourn Wednesday next to the coffin of Ukrainian serviceman Sergii Myronov, killed fighting Russian troops in the
Donetsk region, during a funeral ceremony at St. Michael’s Golden-Domed Monastery in Kyiv, Ukraine.
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Americans who got the updated
COVID-19 booster shots are bet-
ter protected against symptomatic
infection than those who haven’t
— at least for now, U.S. health of-
ficials said.

Updated boosters rolled out by
Pfizer and rival Moderna in Sep-
tember have been a hard sell for
vaccine-weary Americans. Only
about 13% of U.S. adults so far
have gotten a “bivalent” shot that
targets the omicron strain and
the original coronavirus. White
House officials announced a re-
newed push for more Americans
to get the latest shots on Tuesday.

The first look at the new shots’
real-world effectiveness shows
they work, said Dr. Anthony Fauci,

the nation’s top infectious disease
expert.

Speaking at a White House
briefing expected to be his last
before he retires from the govern-
ment at the end of year, Fauci said
what “may be the final message I
give you from this podium is that
please, for your own safety, for
that of your family, get your up-
dated COVID-19 shot as soon as
you’re eligible.”

The Centers for Disease Control
and Prevention analyzed about
360,000 COVID-19 tests given
to people with coronavirus-like
symptoms at drugstores around
the country between September,
when the new boosters rolled out,
and early November. Researchers
compared the vaccination status
of those who wound up having

COVID-19 with those who didn’t.
The new omicron-targeting

booster added 30% to 56% pro-
tection against symptomatic in-
fection, depending on how many
prior vaccinations someone had,
how long ago and their age, the
CDC concluded.

People getting the greatest ben-
efit are those who’d never had a
prior booster, just two doses of
the original COVID-19 vaccine
at least eight months earlier, said
CDC’s Dr. Ruth Link-Gelles, who
led the study.

But even people who got a sum-
mertime booster of the original
vaccine before seeking the new fall
formula were 30% to 40% more
protected than if they’d skipped
this latest shot, she said.

“We think about it as the addi-

tional benefit or incremental ben-
efit of getting one more dose, and
in this case that one more dose is a
bivalent,” Link-Gelles said.

The updated boosters target
the BA.5 omicron strain that un-
til recently was the most com-
mon type, an effort to build on
the original COVID-19 vaccines’
protection as the virus continues
to mutate.

The original shots have offered
strong protection against severe
disease and death no matter the
variant, but protection against
mild infection wanes. CDC’s
analysis tracked only the first few
months of the new boosters’ use
so it’s too early to know how long
added protection against symp-
tomatic infection lasts.

But “certainly as we enter the

holiday season, personally I would
want the most possible protec-
tion if I’m seeing my parents and
grandparents,” Link-Gelles said.
“Protection against infection
there is going to be really helpful,
because you potentially would stop
yourself from getting a grandpar-
ent or other loved one sick.”

Even protection against severe
illness slipped some when BA.5
surged, the reason health author-
ities have strongly urged older
adults and others at high risk not
to skip the new booster.

To that end, the Biden admin-
istration announced a six-week
campaign urging people — espe-
cially seniors — to get the boost-
ers, saying the shots could save
lives as Americans gather for the
holidays.

US renews push for COVID boosters
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