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The Nov. 8 general election
was a historic election in Hall
County, said Hall County Elec-
tion Commissioner Tracy Over-
street.

“Not only did Hall County
have a unique and unprecedented
local school board race with two
candidates elected by more than
4,000 write-in votes, it also had
a diverse group of poll workers,”
Overstreet said in news release.
“That diversity included two of
the youngest polling site manag-
ers in Hall County and a polling
site that had two bilingual poll
workers — one speaking Spanish
and one speaking Arabic.”

Twin 20-year-old brothers
Wyatt and Grant Kohles have
been working Hall County elec-
tions since they were 16, the
youngest a poll worker may be
under Nebraska law. During the
May 10 primary election, Wyatt
took on the management duties
of a brand new polling site at
Abundant Life Church. The site
had been added due to popula-
tion growth in Grand Island after
the 2020 census.

“I’ve always had an interest in
the process,” Wyatt Kohles said.
“It’s fun because you get to meet
people — these are the people
who are deciding the important
decisions in your community.”
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Heartland Lutheran High
School’s cheer squad is stunting
towards the moon and landing in
the national landscape following
the D-2 school’s first visit to a
national cheer camp and per-
formances worthy of College
GameDay.

For the first time, the team at-
tended a National Cheerleaders
Association camp, this particular
one located in Lincoln.

The National Cheerleaders
Association has camps across
the nation to help cheer athletes
perfect their skills, learn new
skills and develop as both teams
and individuals.

Three of the school’s team
members — Raychael Moseley,

Atley Handenfeldt and Kelsey
Essex — were nominated as
all-Americans.

Individuals who attend an
NCA camp can be nominated
by NCA staff to try out for the
All-American Team. They are
also invited to perform at events
around the world.

There was an opportunity for
the students to go to London and
other locations.

The team, who runs on do-
nations, had to forgo those in-
vitations, despite generous do-
nations like a set of cheer safety
mats.

While a trip across the pond
was too expensive, coach Ce-
leste Schrage took a chance,

Heartland Lutheran cheer squad
lifts program to new heights
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Heartland Lutheran High School cheerleaders celebrate a successful National Cheerleaders Association camp. They brought home several
accolades.

Some poll
workers
were young,
bilingual
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Following a series of commu-
nity input sessions, Grand Island
CRANE Transit has completed a
draft of its transit development
plan.

GO GI Transit is a study plan
for the future of public transit in
Grand Island and Hall County,
with a goal to develop an imple-
mentable and fundable plan for
the next 10 to 20 years

At Tuesday’s Grand Island Area
Metropolitan Planning Organi-
zation meeting, Transit Program
Manager Charley Falmlen said the
plan will go before the organiza-
tion’s policy board in February for

approval and to Grand Island City
Council in March.

Included in the document are
the recommended concept, fi-
nancial plan and implementation
plan.

“We’re mid-process right now,”
Falmlen said. “A lot of the public
involvement has already wrapped
up and we’re at a point where
they’re compiling all of this in-
formation into a draft final plan.”

Potential service changes were
brought before the community,
including enhanced service, mo-
bility on demand and fixed route
transit.

Enhanced service involves ex-
panding CRANE’s current service,
expanding its hours and days, and

potentially making it a same day
service.

CRANE currently requires 24-
hour advance notice. This option
would reduce that to a four-hour
booking.

Mobility-on-demand would be
an app-based hailing service, like
Uber, that arrives within 10 to 15
minutes.

A fixed route would be a “stan-
dard” public transit system that
stops through town.

Focus groups emphasized a
need to create greater awareness
of the current service.

“We heard that in the first tran-
sit needs analysis we did in 2017,
that many people still don’t real-
ize our transit system is for every-

one,” she said. “They assume it’s
for the disabled and the elderly,
which is not true. Everyone can
use the system.”

The 24-hour book requirement
is a barrier for most people, ac-
cording to those surveyed.

“The example was given very
often of a person whose car breaks
down,” she said. “They can’t plan
the night before for their car not
starting in the morning.”

Otherwise, CRANE riders are
pleased with the service and that
it comes directly to their door,
noted Falmlen.

Benefits of the current service
are: it’s efficient, flexible, finan-
cially sustainable and its growth
is manageable.

“The service suggestion that is
going to be included in this plan,
the short-term goal, is to main-
tain the current system as is, to
continue to generate support for,
design, market, and implement
future service,” she said.

Enhanced service goals include
extending hours by 2025, expand-
ing service days by 2027, and going
to a same-day service by 2030.

Potentially beginning in 2025,
CRANE would extend hours from
its current 8 to 5:30 p.m. hours to
6 a.m. to 8 p.m. on weekdays and
8 a.m. to 6 p.m. on weekends.

Extended service days would
include Sundays and holidays.

CRANE Transit aiming for same-day service by 2030
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The 112th home built by Grand
Island Area Habitat for Human-
ity was dedicated Nov. 6.

The house, at 2077 Nelson

Lane, will be the home of Martha
Trejo, Juan Rodriguez and their
family.

The project was Habitat’s an-
nual Faith Build. The members
of a dozen area churches helped
build the home.

“They provide the volunteers
to actually construct the house,”
said Alyssa Heagy, executive di-

rector of Grand Island Area Hab-
itat for Humanity.

Providing support were the
St. Pauls Foundation, GI Free
Church, Faith Lutheran Church
of Dannebrog, the Church of Je-
sus Christ of Latter-day Saints,
United Congregational Church,
Messiah Lutheran, First Pres-
byterian, Trinity Lutheran, St.

Mary’s Cathedral, Blessed Sac-
rament, St. Leo’s and Third City
Christian.

Trejo and Rodriguez, who are
married, have three children.

JBS and Wells Fargo sponsored
the home. The project is one of
the homes funded by $200,000

112th Habitat home dedicated

In October, Heartland Lutheran High School cheerleaders Hannah
Meyer, Atley Hadenfeldt, Annalise Hauser and Kelsey Essex traveled to
the University of Kansas for a special event during KU’s football game
against TCU. Heartland was the only school representing Nebraska, and
likely the smallest one as well.

Twenty-year-old
brothers served as
polling site managers

House is at 2077
Nelson Lane

Please see CRANE, Page A2
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Wyatt Kohles, 20, of Grand Island
managed the Abundant Life
Church polling site in Grand Island
for both the May 10 and Nov. 8
elections in Hall County. Kohles,
a Hastings College student, has
worked elections in Hall County
since he was 16 years old.Please see HABITAT, Page A2

Please see ELECTION, Page A6

Please see CHEERLEADERS, Page A2
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