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Jan and I are watching a serialized program on one of the movie
channels on TV about life in Britan during WW II when there were German bombing raids on the English mainland before American troops
had entered the war. The series is called “Foyles War” and deals largely
with the Royal Air Force and their Spitfires making sorties across the
channel into Europe.
Years ago we remember talking to the late Eileen Goller who was
born and lived in England at the time of the war. She worked mainly at
the Coral Lounge. Eileen had one child and another one on the way
when her husband was killed fighting with British forces in France. She
would later marry an American Soldier from this area, Boob Goller, and
come to the states and Gilman after the war was over. Eileen worked in
a number of Gilman restaurants, was very personal, good at her job and
always had a few lines to impart as she waited tables, sometimes with a
English sense of humor. Eileen was not bashful.
For example, when talking about what the English thought of the
Americans training in England, the Yanks were said to be “overpaid,
oversexed and over here.”
If you were going to see somebody like a neighbor you “would go by
and knock them up.”
And a task that was particularly tough to accomplish was described
as being akin to “tiddlin’ minnies up a drain pipe.”
Eileen is gone now, but she and her daughter, Neets who still lives in
Gilman, made some trips back to England and Neets has told us some of
Eileen’s stories about the surviving the war.
Food was scarce and hard to grow so if a horse dropped some manure
the kids would run out and fight for it because it was good fertilizer for
the gardens that a number of people were trying to cultivate to feed their
families.
At some point later in the war American troops would try to help
some of the English and would throw some food items from the troop
trucks to the people in the neighborhoods who were forced to live with a
ration system that seemed to be punitive and would be grateful for
whatever it took to keep their families fed.

We have seen the lineup for the annual Super Saturday promotion
which the Chamber of Commerce sponsors with the Slow Boys Tractor
and Engine Club playing a big part of the day with their tractor and
farm equipment displays as well as interactive games for all ages. We
don’t ever remember seeing such a variety of activities on the schedule.
Be sure to wander downtown Gilman on September 11.
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Iroquois West running back John Ahlden (42) puts a block on a Hoopeston defender to clear the
way for Trystyn Schacht (10) in Friday night’s season opener which the Raiders won 31-14 as
West running backs piled up 342 yards on the ground with Schacht getting 138 yards and Ahlden
63. The Raiders will travel to Oakwood Friday for a game that has a lot of questions since approximately 16 Oakwood players were sidelined last Friday night with COVID or COVID symptoms.

Raiders Win Opener With Strong Ground Game;
Travel To Oakwood Friday
Friday at Gilman
Iroquois West 31
Hoopeston 14
Second-year Iroquois West
Coach Jason Thiele has been expressing a lot of faith in his team’s
running game since the Raiders reported earlier in August and the
numbers Raider fans saw Friday
night in the opener would bear him
out.

The Raiders scored in every
quarter of the contest leading 6-0,
12-0 and 18-8 at each of the quarter
breaks before scoring twice in the
final period to make it 31-14.
For the record West rushed for
342 yards with Tryston Schacht
leading the way with 138 yards in
20 tries followed by Auston Miller
with 98, John Ahlden with 63.

IW Boosters To Have
Hometown Hero Night

The IW Booster Club will be sponsoring "Hometown Hero" night on
Friday~ Sept. 10th at the IWHS
football game. We are asking all
local veterans, active military, firemen, police officers, EMS, and dispatchers to join us for recognition
for this event. We would like to
have all heroes lined up in the south
end zone by 6:50 pm. (Game time
is 7:00 pm) The boosters are also
selling Hometown Hero T-shirts!

The sales will go towards the
Booster Club Scholarship that is
available to any IWHS senior who
plans to continue his/her education
in these areas. You can place an
order on the Iroquois West Booster
Club Facebook page or contact
Marisa
Perzee
mperzee
@iwest.k12.il.us or Lisa McMillan
lmcmillan@iwest.k12.il.us. Cost of
the T-shirt is $16.00.

Public Health Says 130
New Cases In Last Week

Help-Help–Help
The Gilman Star will be closed Monday for
the Labor Day Holiday.
We will still print the Sept. 8 Issue next
Wednesday as usual.
Deadline for everything will be noon
Tuesday, Sept. 7

It goes without saying that backs
don’t run for that kind of yardage
without a good line in front of them
and Thiele said last week that the
offensive line was the key part of
that running effort.
There is a little bit of mystery to
Friday night’s game since Oakwood
had sidelined virtually their entire
varsity because of covid last Friday
so there is really no first week experience to give West fans and
coaches an idea of what to expect.
“Oakwood is a very sound team
fundamentally, but we are as well,”
Thiele said, adding that he is hopeful people will drive to Oakwood to
watch the Raiders.
(The Oakwood high school is in
the country between Oakwood and
Fithian. If you go down Ill. route
49, cross over I-74 to a stop sign,
turn left, go through Fithian and
you will pass the high school.)

Mausoleum Restoration Continues
Restoration work on the Gilman Cemetery mausoleum continues
and this morning crews used a crane to lift the turret roofs off to
work on both the turret walls and the roofs themselves. Each roof
weighs about 10,000 pounds according to architect Larry Mahoney
who took this picture.

As of Aug. 30 there have been
3,052 confirmed cases and 588
probable cases of COVID-19 in
Iroquois County. There have been
130 new cases since our last update
on 08/23/2021.
The Delta variant of COVID-19
has been identified in Iroquois
County individuals. The Delta variant is approximately 60 per cent
more contagious than the alpha
variants of COVID-19.
ICPHD will share COVID-19
case updates on a weekly basis. Additional data on Iroquois County
COVID-19 case metrics can be
found at: ww.dph. illinois.gov/
covid19.

