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Brazoria County, state report record high case numbers
By NICK IRENE
nick.irene@thefacts.com

Despite Tuesday’s 77 newly
reported COVID-19 cases,
Brazoria County Judge Matt
Sebesta does not plan to mandate
any county-wide orders like he
did toward the beginning of the
pandemic.
Like Gov. Greg Abbott has
suggested for Texas, Sebesta
stresses personal responsibility, proper hygiene and social
distancing tactics to contain the
spread of the novel coronavirus.
Sebesta will not mandate
countywide mask use, he said,

REACHING NEW HIGHS
Brazoria County’s record high daily case count increased 27 percent Tuesday.
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but will support any city that
decides to enlist one.
“Brazoria County is a microcosm of Texas,” Sebesta said. “A
lot of our cities have single-digit
active cases right now.”
Mayors and council are allowed
to install a mask order if they
have an emergency declaration
in place, Sebesta said.

“I highly encourage wearing
the masks and to be tolerant to
people,” Sebesta said.
Tuesday afternoon’s report
saw a 27 percent increase from
Thursday’s previous record of
56 residents. The state reported
5,489 positives, an all-time daily
high for Texas.
The county’s most affected city,

Pearland, recorded 23 new infections, according to county data.
Six men in their 50s, two
men in their 30s and 20s each,
two women in their 20s, four
women in their 30s, two women
in their 40s, a woman in her
50s, a teenage girl and boy, a
girl younger than 10 and a man
in his 40s reported as the city’s

No county
mask order
coming

recent infected.
The county was free of any
additional nursing home or Texas
Department of Criminal Justice
employee positives for the third
straight day, Sebesta said. Reports
show six cases have been nursing
home-related since June 13.
Angleton, Alvin, Richwood and
Brazoria each saw their highest
daily totals since COVID cases
first were reported in March,
Sebesta said.
Angleton residents included
three women in their 30s, two
men in their 20s, women in

■ See CASES, Page 7A

State delays
guidance
on school
reopening

Judge will leave decision
to cities, he repeats
at public meeting

By ALIYYA SWABY
The Texas Tribune

By CORINNA RICHARDSON
corinna.richardson@thefacts.com

ANGLETON — Other counties
have adopted a face mask mandate,
but Elizabeth Day does not want to
see Brazoria County do the same.
“I want to go on record as a
taxpayer and concerned citizen,”
Day said during public appearances
at Brazoria County Commissioners’
Court meeting Tuesday morning.
“I will be generous and say there
are others who feel that way, as
I do, that we don’t go down that
road of mandating people to wear
face masks.
“I would like to think … most
people are intelligent enough to
wear one if they need be, or have
the freedom not to wear one,” Day
said.
County Judge Matt Sebesta has
said he does not plan to mandate
face masks countywide, but will
support any city leaders who
decide to mandate it for their own
jurisdiction.
Major counties including Travis,
Bexar and Harris have instituted
mask requirements, putting the
onus on business owners to force
their customers to comply instead
of the individuals. Fort Bend
County followed suit Tuesday
afternoon, citing its business and
medical communities as a driving
force for the decision.
County leaders updated their
tax abatement guidelines, making
clarifications to language regarding
road repairs and adding computer
language, said Mary Shine, assistant chief of Brazoria County
District Attorney’s civil division.
The biggest change, proposed by
Precinct 3 Commissioner Stacy
Adams, did not pass.
Adams spoke out against the tax
abatement guidelines, proposing
a graduated scale in place of the
100 percent abatement already in
place.
“You pay $1,000 and get an
abatement — I think that’s not
in the taxpayer’s best interest,”
Adams said. “That’s why I make the
motion every two years,” he said.
Precinct 2 Commissioner Ryan
Cade expressed an interest in
having the option to use a graduated scale or to offer a 100 percent
abatement, depending on the
project.
“I don’t want to not have the
ability to do 100 percent if it’s a
project that really, really is good
for the county,” he said.
Even if the county adopts a graduated scale, they can still offer 100
percent abatements, Adams said.

■ See COMMISSIONERS, 2A
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Tabitha Outcalt and Dorothy Dean discuss their art piece, which is representative of a tapestry from
the late Middle Ages. They enjoyed making up their own symbolism for their work.

TEENAGE HANGOUT
The Center’s art
gallery reopens with
teenagers’ exhibit
By CORINNA RICHARDSON
corinna.richardson@thefacts.com

CLUTE

L

inda Strickland’s Teen
Studio art students were
unable to meet for class for
more than a month when
the COVID-19 pandemic shut
The Center for the Arts and
Sciences.
“Which means they missed
a good third of the whole
program,” Strickland said. “And
they still put together a beautiful, colorful, energetic show.”
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Oliver Patterson points to a crooked tag on the wall Monday
afternoon while getting ready for Tuesday’s opening of the
■ See ART, Page 2A “Happy Little Teens” exhibit.

AUSTIN — Texas public schools
will be required to provide
in-person instruction for students
this fall, but state education officials have delayed releasing final
public health guidelines for keeping them safe on campuses during
the pandemic.
“We are unable to give final
guidance today on on-campus
instruction. We are actively monitoring the situation, and we will
try to get out final information
as quickly as possible,” Texas
Education Commissioner Mike
Morath said during a Tuesday
briefing of school superintendents
who had been expecting him to
outline the agency’s reopening
guidelines.
A draft document found on the
Texas Education Agency’s website
Tuesday showed agency officials
are envisioning a largely handsoff approach to helping school
districts bring students back to
campus this fall, imposing few
mandatory safety precautions
but recommending that staff and
students wear masks, sanitize their
hands regularly and stay 6 feet
away from one another.
The light-handed oversight
role parallels the state’s overall
approach to the coronavirus
pandemic under Gov. Greg Abbott,
with local officials, parents and
students expected to devise their
own strategies for protecting their
health.
“These are draft documents.
They were posted in the staging
portion of the TEA website by

■ See TEA, Page 7A

Food pantry collecting for backpack drive
By ADDISON HOWELL
addison.howell@thefacts.com

CLUTE — For more than a decade, Jude
Roberson has collected school supplies
to distribute to more than 300 kids every
year in the county. She is currently taking
donations for her next drive in August.
“I started taking donations June 1 and I
will take them through Aug. 3,” Roberson
said. “We’re asking for backpacks for kids
of all ages and school supplies.”
Roberson collects the supplies through
the Hope for Tomorrow Food Pantry at 713
Robertson St. in Clute.
“This is my baby,” she said. “The pantry
is also mine, I love it.”
Residents can purchase a backpack and
fill it up or drop off supplies individually.
“They can fill their own bag but I am

also accepting the items by themselves,”
Roberson said.
Roberson is open to any and all schoolrelated items.
“We need the 24-count crayons, blunt
scissors, and No. 2 pencils are a must,” she
said. “We also need hand sanitizers, pens,
highlighters, and the high schoolers need
binders and folders.”
Roberson’s husband taught for Brazosport
ISD for more than 35 years and would
tell her stories of children in need of the
necessities of learning. Roberson is also the
president of the Brazosport ISD teachers
union.
“Kids are something I love and I want to
make sure everyone has what they need,”
she said. “My husband would come home
and tell me about kids with old or no
school supplies and that motivated me to
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Vote for a candidate who supports property tax reform.
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start the drive.”
There is a giveaway planned for Aug. 8
to distribute the supplies.
“Anyone can come out and get a
backpack, but it is first come first serve,”
Roberson said. “We generally have about
300 backpacks but it fluctuates.”
Over the years Roberson has had many
memorable moments giving out the school
supplies.
“It brings a smile to my face when the
kids come because the backpacks give them
a fresh start at school,” she said. “It’s a
wonderful feeling.”
To drop off donations and supplies, residents can call Roberson at 979-230-8101.
Addison Howell is a reporter for The Facts.
Contact her at 979-237-0148.
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