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A&M research uncovers
theoriesonfirstAmericans
By Megan RodRiguez
megan.rodriguez@theeagle.com

T

exas A&M University researchers
say artifacts found in Idaho that
are about 16,000 years old are a
substantial discovery that indicates the
first Americans may have entered by the
Pacific coast.
The study in Idaho was led by Loren
Davis from Oregon State University, who
said the research might also show connections between early Americans and
Japan. While A&M researchers were not
involved in the excavation, professors at
the university’s Center for the Study of
Eagle photo by Dave McDermand the First Americans said the research is
Michael Waters, center director and anthropology professor, holds a replica of a tool dating the arrival of important to the field as a whole.
modern humans to North America thousands of years earlier than previously thought.
Center Director and Anthropology

sept. 11

Memorial
recognizes
long-term
aftermath

A joyful sound

An alternate graduation program that has
helped more than 90
students earn their high
school diplomas is set to
continue in the Bryan
school district.
Both Bryan and College Station school districts approved the alternative graduation option
in 2018 with a deadline to
request to participate of
Sept. 1.
Bryan school board
members voted last
month to extend the
program through 2023;
College Station school
board members are not
expected to continue the
program in that district.
The program was open
to students who entered
a Bryan or College Station high school before
the 2011-2012 academic
year but did not pass
one of three state assessments.
In Bryan, 55 students
took advantage of the option before Sept. 1, while
37 in College Station
earned their diploma
through the program.
Four others from Bryan
chose to take the current
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BISD continuing
graduateprogram
By CHeLSea KaTz
chelsea.katz@theeagle.com

EW YORK — When
the names of
nearly 3,000 Sept.
11 victims are read aloud
Wednesday at the World
Trade Center, a half-dozen
stacks of stone will quietly
salute an untold number
of people who aren’t on
the list.
The granite slabs were
installed on the memorial
plaza this spring. They
recognize an initially
unseen toll of the 2001 terrorist attacks: firefighters,
police and others who died
or fell ill after exposure
to toxins unleashed in the
wreckage.
The unusual addition
reflects a memorial that is

SAVANNAH ATKINS
College Station

See CENTER, Page A8

92 B-CS students have earned
diploma through alternate option

By JenniFeR PeLTz
Associated Press

“I’m making
a new friend.”

Professor Michael Waters said Davis’
discovery adds to growing evidence that
Americans may have traveled the Pacific
rather than other theories that suggest
people came through an inland corridor.
This is because at the time when Cooper’s Ferry, Idaho, was occupied, the icefree corridor was blocked by massive ice
sheets in Canada.
“What they found was revolutionary
and will help us provide a new understanding and chapter for the first Americans,” Waters said.
Waters said most of the artifacts found
by Davis’ team were between 14,400 and
15,000 years ago, which means that more
research is needed to determine if the

Eagle photo by Dave McDermand
Aggie Roger Simon, an aerospace engineering graduate student, plays the grand piano Monday in the Flag
Room at the Memorial Student Center on the Texas A&M campus. He uses his talents on the keyboard during
service on Sundays at his church, The Greater Faith Fellowship Baptist Church in Bryan.

state assessment, the
STAAR test, and passed
to receive their diploma
as standard graduates.
“We are super excited,” said Jill Morris, director of data, statistics,
testing and assessment
in Bryan. “We hope that
we continue to get as
many people. Even if
they’re not sure that they
qualify, they should call
and ask. We don’t mind
doing that.”
Former students must
request the alternative
graduation option from
the district they last attended. To be eligible,
the person must have
met the course requirements established for
their original graduation year and must have
taken their exit test at
least three times.
Though former students who request an alternative diploma from
Bryan must have last attended a Bryan school,
they do not have to live
in Bryan or Texas, Morris said.
The request can be
made by filling out a form
available at bryanisd.org
or by contacting Barbara
See BISD, Page A3
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FiestasPatriasparadeachancetoengagewithMexicanculture
games for children and
food for the thousands
of attendees expected by
organizers.
The Fightin’ Texas
Aggie Band and Reveille
will make appearances
alongside several
musical groups, high
school bands and other

By KennY WiLeY
kenny.wiley@theeagle.com

T

he 29th Fiestas
Patrias
independence
parade and celebration
in Bryan will begin at
noon Sunday, kicking
off a day full of music,
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organizations in the
daylong celebration that
begins with a parade
along William Joel Bryan
Parkway that will end up
in Downtown Bryan with
a festival along North
Bryan Avenue.

Dear Annie
Horoscopes

We’ve been doing this for 29 years.
When we started this, our mission
was to give back and educate
not just the Hispanic community but the
community itself about Hispanic culture.
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