
 

The extensive history exhibit, 
currently showing at The Barnhill 
Center at Historic Simon Theatre, 
is receiving rave reviews from at-
tendees. It will remain on display 
through November 22, on Thurs-
days – Saturdays from 11am to 3pm. 

 

A Few Comments from 

Attendees 

 One of the best exhibits I’ve 
ever seen. 

 I was in complete awe as I 
went through this exhibit. 

 The Simon Exhibit is a fasci-
nating, detailed exploration of 
an important era in American 
history. Thought-provoking 
contrasts challenge the visi-
tor’s perspective. 

 Great exhibit! So well done! 

 Wonderful. Entertaining. In-
formative. Thank you! 

 Loved it! Thank you for telling 
the story. 

 Beautiful exhibit! Very in-
formative and interesting. 

 Love the history and stories! 

 What a wonderful and enlight-
ening experience. Amazing!  

“The Simon Theatre’s saga is 
an almost impossible success story, 
having endured 100 years of chal-
lenges that most American down-
town theaters didn’t survive. It’s 
amazing that this beauty is still 
serving our community today,” 
said Sharon Brass, author of the 
new book, A Century of Simon. 

“The story is so fun because it’s 
all about entertainment in Bren-
ham through the ages. Even dur-
ing the years of its decline, the 
Simon building has been a domi-
nant downtown landscape for our 
entire lifetimes. It’s a thrill to 
share its colorful past and its im-
portance to our community!”  

A Century of Simon Exhibit 
takes visitors on an interactive 
journey starting in 1881 when the 
Simon family entered the enter-
tainment business, which led 
them to build and operate the ele-
gant Simon Theatre. 

Visitors see and hear fun and  

informative content, including samples of early vaudeville 
shows and movies that were shown – including “The Merry 
Widow,” the first movie to be seen on the Simon screen. 

The history includes the Simon’s early vaudeville days, 
Hollywood’s Golden Era, movies and events over the dec-
ades, and its eventual decline long after most other American  

downtown theaters closed.  
 

Finally, the Simon’s great revival story is told, which 
restored the magnificent building and the robust operation. 

A Century of Simon book, with the same history,  is on 
sale at the exhibit. For more information go to TheBarn-
hillCenter.com or call 979-337-7240. 


