
THE DAILY TIMES
TRUMP FACES PRESSURE OVER RUSSIA BOUNTIES ON US TROOPS. 9 A

Wednesday July 1, 2020 Maryville, TN thedailytimes.com $1.50

A shower and 
t-storm around
High 80 I Low 68

Blount Records .........4A
Bridge ..........................5B
Classified ....................4B
Comics ........................6B

Crossword .................. 7B
Daily Calendar........... 2B
Dear Abby ...................1B
Deaths ........................4A

Horoscope .................. 7B
Money & Markets ..... 7A
Nation & World .........9A
Opinion .......................6A

Sports .........................8A
Sudoku ....................... 7B
Taste ............................1B
Weather ...................... 7B

Get The Daily Times sent to 
your email box every day 
with a digital subscription 
at TheDailyTimes.com.

By CORey ROePKen
coreyr@thedailytimes.com

The 2020 high school foot-
ball and girls soccer seasons 
in Tennessee will not begin 
on time, the TSSAA said 
Tuesday afternoon.

Th e  o rga n i za t i o n ’s 
announcement comes 
one day after Gov. Bill Lee 
extended the state’s COV-
ID-19 State of Emergency 
until at least Aug. 29. Lee’s 
order includes limitations 
and restrictions on contact 
sports’ events and activities.

Until Aug. 29, high school 
football and soccer teams 
will not be permitted to play 
any official games or scrim-
mages with other schools 
and cannot have close con-
tact during normal prac-
tices. The governor’s order 
also includes basketball and 
wrestling practices. It also 
extends to TMSAA, which 
governs middle school ath-
letics, among its member-
ship.

The first day for high 
school football games in 
the state was supposed to 
be Aug. 21, meaning teams 
across the state will not be 
able to even practice in full 
contact until they original-
ly were scheduled to have 
played two regular season 
games.

In a memo sent to member 
schools, Executive Direc-
tor Bernard Childress said 
the Tennessee Secondary 
School Athletic Associa-

tion is working with the 
governor’s office to ensure 
schools are in compliance 
with the executive order.

The next step is to find a 
solution for altering the foot-
ball and soccer seasons.

“We are in the process of 
developing regular season 
and postseason options to 
present to the TSSAA Board 
of Control for their consid-
eration,” Childress said in 
the memo. “The Board will 
ultimately make the decision 
as to how this will impact 
the postseason and if any 
adjustments can be made to 
regular season competition.”

The board of control is 
scheduled to meet at 11 a.m. 
today (Wednesday, July 1) 
with discussion on adapt-
ing schedules and if the 
scheduled reclassification 
of member schools will pro-
ceed as planned.

The governor’s order will 
not affect volleyball, golf 
and cross country, so those 
sports still can begin their 
seasons on time.

Based on the TSSAA calen-
dar, the first day golf teams 
can practice together is July 
13. Golf teams can begin their 
regular season on July 27.

The first day of practice for 
volleyball and cross coun-
try teams is July 27. They 
can play games beginning 
Aug. 17.

FOLLOW @RIPsPORTs on Twit-
ter to get more from sports edi-
tor Corey Roepken.

TSSAA says football, 
girls soccer seasons 
will not start on time
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aLCOa Head COaCH GaRy Rankin walks to midfield to pick up his 
plaque for coaching the state championship team following the 
Tornadoes’ 27-0 win over Pearl Cohn on Dec. 6 in Cookeville.
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Animal shelters in Blount County 
are reporting a large influx of kit-
tens, but the COVID-19 pandemic 
has provided unprecedented chal-
lenges to getting the cats perma-
nent homes.

“It definitely is kitten season right 
now,” Smoky Mountain Animal 
Care Foundation board member 
Pam Ragon said. “We are getting 
new kittens in every day. It’s start-
ing to boom.”

SMACF works in conjunction 
with the Blount County Animal 
Center, located at 233 Currie Ave. in 
Maryville. The foundation employs 
a veterinarian and vet technicians; 
the county, under which BCAC 
is run, provides the building and 
other staff members.

Ragon sits on the SMACF board 
and volunteers at the center. She 
reported that BCAC currently has 
75-80 cats in the shelter and 30 in 
foster care — a large amount, she 
said, but not the most she’s seen.

“It’s kind of normal honestly,” 
Ragon said, adding that adoptions 
this year have been high, which she 
attributes to people being home 

due to the COVID-19 pandemic.
When the coronavirus forced a 

statewide quarantine, BCAC adjust-
ed its adoption tactics. Now the 
adoptions can take place only by 
appointment and after choosing 
on the BCAC’s website a specific 
animal to meet before visiting the 
center.

This method proved successful 
for BCAC. Director Jim Naelitz 
told The Daily Times in April that 
adoptions had increased at the start 
of the pandemic.

“We’ve been having pretty steady 
adoptions through the shutdown, 
which has been great,” Ragon said. 
“I think people being off with COV-
ID has helped us because it seems 
like they’ve had time to spend with 
animals. That’s kind of helped us 
as far as adoptions go, but we’ve 
still got a long way to go.”

Despite the high number of adop-
tions, Ragon said the COVID-19 
pandemic also has presented new 
challenges for the animal center.

Animal centers face COVID-19 challenges during kitten season

VeTeRInaRIan TeCHnICIan JOan aHaRd 
holds one of the many kittens ready for 
adoption at the Blount County Animal 
Center.
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THe BLOUnT COUnTy anIMaL Center has a large number of kittens that are up for adoption.
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On his last day as Maryville College 
president, Tom Bogart said he hadn’t 
had much time to reflect in the past few 
months, but in some ways his journey 
has been a circle.

“One theme of the last decade has 
been building the resources — finan-
cial, operational, cultural — to handle 
the next recession or the next chal-
lenge,” Bogart said during an interview 
in his Fayerweather Hall office Tues-
day. “The challenge came in a way that 
none of us anticipated.”

When he announced last year that he 
would end his term as the 11th president 
of Maryville College, Bogart planned 

to take a lot of vacation time after the 
academic year ended.

Instead, even on his last day in office, 
he was continuing the work of planning 
students’ return to campus amid the 
coronavirus pandemic and updating 
the board of directors on the budget.

“It’s really been satisfying to see the 
way that the whole college commu-
nity has navigated the crisis to this 
point,” he said. Although it isn’t over 
yet, “we’re in a good place.”

ENOUGH
The country was coming out of the 

Great Recession as Bogart came to 
Maryville, and with an economic boom, 
many students opted for work instead 
of higher education. Tennessee’s push 

to make community and technical col-
lege affordable through aid such as the 
Tennessee Promise and Reconnect 
scholarships also attracted many stu-
dents to those institutions.

Maryville College reached record 
enrollment in 2014 and 2015, but the 
most recent years have seen three 
straight of declining enrollment.

“We’ve had enough to do everything 
we needed to do and not enough to 
do everything we wanted to do,” Bog-
art said.

Final numbers for the next semes-
ter won’t be known until after classes 
resume in August, but the pandemic 
did have an impact.
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President Tom Bogart leaving Maryville College ‘in a good place’
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MaRyVILLe COLLeGe PResIdenT TOM Bogart answers the 
question “Why Are We Here?” during the Convocation mark-
ing the beginning of the college’s 201st academic year in 
August 2019 at the Clayton Center for the Arts. SEE PRESIDENT, 5A


