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Both Carpenters school campuses 
will receive outdoor upgrades this year, 
thanks to grants administered through 
the Blount County Soil Conservation 
District.

The Blount County Board of Educa-
tion approved both projects during its 
meeting Jan. 9.

Work is expected to begin this month 
on a “riparian buffer,” extending about 
1,300 feet along Centenary Creek in 
Carpenters Elementary School’s out-
door learning area.

“We are removing a multitude of inva-
sive species and going back in with a 
native plant palette to fully restore the 
integrity of that stream bank,” explained 
Erich Henry, director of conservation 
for the Soil Conservation District.

Grant to schools funds 
Carpenters’ clearance, 
new native plantings 

TOM SHERLIN | THE DAILY TIMES
WORK Is sCHeduLed TO begin this month to 
remove invasive species, such as Japanese 
honeysuckle, from along Centenary Creek 
behind Carpenters Elementary School and 
create a buffer with native plants to protect 
the bank area. 

Invasive 
removal

By JON GaMBReLL
The Associated Press

DUBAI, United Arab Emirates 
— Popular anger swelled Mon-
day in Iran over the accidental 
shootdown of a Ukrainian jetliner 
and the government’s attempt to 
conceal its role in the tragedy, as 
online videos appeared to show 
security forces firing live ammu-
nition and tear gas to disperse 
protests in the streets.

Iranians, already suffering 
under crippling U.S. sanctions, 
expressed shock and outrage 
over the plane crash that killed 

scores of young people. They 
also decried the misleading state-
ments from top officials, who 
only admitted responsibility three 
days later in the face of mount-
ing evidence.

The country began last week 
engulfed in mourning after a U.S. 
drone strike killed Gen. Qassem 
Soleimani, who led Iran’s regional 
military interventions. Then on 
Jan. 8, it responded with a ballistic 
missile attack on two bases hous-
ing U.S. troops in Iraq, although 
there were no casualties. Hours 
after that barrage, as it braced for 
a U.S. counterattack that never 

came, Iranian forces accidentally 
shot down the Ukraine Interna-
tional Airlines jetliner, killing all 
176 people aboard shortly after 
it took off from Tehran for Kyiv.

For a growing number of crit-
ics — from ordinary citizens to 
notable athletes and artists — 
the events have revealed a gov-
ernment that is incapable of fol-
lowing through on its incendiary 
rhetoric and willing to mislead 
its own people about a national 
tragedy in order to avoid embar-
rassment.

Gunfire, tear gas disperse angry protests in Iran

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS
PROTesTeRs HOLd FLOWeRs saTuRday as tear gas fired by police rises at a 
demonstration in front of Amir Kabir University in Tehran, Iran, to remember 
victims of a Ukrainian airplane shot down by an Iranian missile.
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Bill Hagerty leaves no doubt about the 
issues that drive his campaign to assume 
the seat of U.S. Sen. Lamar Alexander. 
Tennessee’s senior senator, a Maryville 
native, will retire at the end of his fourth 
term on Jan. 3, 2021.

On Monday, Hagerty, a native of Gall-
atin, was escorted through the Blount 
County Courthouse by fellow Republi-
can Circuit Court Clerk Tom Hatcher. 
They visited the Mayor’s Office, Trustee’s 
Office, Property Assessor’s Office and 
the offices of Veteran Affairs and of the 
finance director. Most of the conversa-
tion as Hagerty was introduced to offi-
cials and staff was courteous banter of 
the nice-to-meet-you variety.

As for the issues? Go to Hagerty’s Sen-
ate race website and up pops a box that 

includes a photograph of him with Presi-
dent Donald Trump under the heading, 
“Build the Wall.” The campaign themes 
are familiar.

It was Register of Deeds Phyllis Crisp 
who got down to cases with candidate 
Hagerty, who returned to Tennessee from 
his position as Ambassador to Japan to 
run for the Senate.

Crisp asked, “What’s some of your top 
priorities?”

“Immigration and getting the wall sort-
ed out,” Hagerty said. “I talked to the 
sheriffs. I talked to people about the her-
oin, the methamphetamine that’s coming 
in from outside. My brother-in-law spent 
a year in law enforcement in California, 
and they’ve got it a lot worse out there.”

It was Trump who announced on July 12 
Hagerty’s Senate campaign while Hager-
ty was still in Japan.

“I think that’s the first time in history to 
have the president announce a campaign 
before the candidate,” Hagerty said, as 

Hagerty campaigns at Blount County Courthouse

SCOTT KELLER | THE DAILY TIMES
u.s. seNaTe CaNdIdaTe aNd former U.S. Ambassador to Japan Bill Hagerty (center) talks with Blount County Circuit Court Clerk Tom Hatcher 
and Register of Deeds Phyllis Crisp during a visit to the Blount County Courthouse on Monday afternoon.

Race to replace Lamar
ELECTION CALENDAR
MARCH 3 (SUPER TUESDAY)
WHO: Presidential Preference Primary, 

County Primary and Rockford City

AUG. 6
WHO: State Primary (U.S. Senate, U.S. 

House of Representatives, TN Senate, 
TN House of Representatives), County 
General, Friendsville and Townsend City

NOV. 3
WHO: Federal and State General, Alcoa, 

Louisville and Maryville City
SOURCE: Blount County Election Commission
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