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ANDREW JONES | THE DAILY TIMES
FOLLOWInG WHaT May LInK back to a tradition in Paris, France, visitors to 
Townsend’s Dark Island bridge have attached locks to its fences over the years. 
Local residents took the issue to the town’s commission Tuesday. Now, signs 
might be put up to prevent the tradition.

Townsend seeks to lock out ‘love locks’
By andReW JOnes
andrew.jones@thedailytimes.com

Locks may be for love, but 
Townsend’s government is not 
about to let their local bridges 
suffer for a romantic tradition.

During a meeting on Tuesday, 
commissioners discussed a small 
issue hampering the Dark Island 
swinging bridge: pad locks. Peo-
ple have been locking them onto 
the bridge’s fencing and not leav-
ing the key behind to remove 
them.

The practice may link back to 
a bridge in Paris, France, where 

locks were so numerous on one 
bridge, it began to collapse under 
the weight.

As quickly as they have been 
locked on, police, bridge repair 
workers and even residents have 
been taking the locks off.

But to no effective avail.
The issue has burdened the 

towns’ iconic landmarks for sev-
eral years and while it doesn’t 
necessarily have a negative affect 
on them, some residents who 
care about the bridge’s image are 
concerned.

Pat Jenkins lives near the bridge 
and he addressed commissioners 

near the end of their meeting.
“Over the past year it’s got-

ten quite noticeable that visi-
tors think putting pad locks on 
the bridge is a cool thing to do,” 
Jenkins said during the meeting. 
“Is it enough to cause a weight 
issue? No.”

But he said he and other have 
been traveling down to the bridge 
to cut off locks and throw them 
away because it just looks ugly.

“I don’t know how you could 
prevent it except by telling people 
not to do it,” Jenkins said.

By GeOFF MULVIHILL
The Associated Press

The opioid crisis cost 
the U.S. economy $631 
billion from 2015 through 
last year — and it may 
keep getting more expen-
sive, according to a study 
released Tuesday by the 
Society of Actuaries.

The biggest driver of 
the cost over the four-
year period is unrealized 
lifetime earnings of those 
who died from the drugs, 
followed by health care 
costs.

While more than 2,000 
state and local govern-
ments have sued the 
drug industry over the 
crisis, the report released 
Tuesday finds that gov-
ernments bear less than 
one-third of the finan-
cial costs. The rest of it 
affects individuals and 
the private sector.

The federal govern-
ment is tracking how 
many lives are lost to the 
opioid crisis (more than 
400,000 Americans since 
2000), but pinning down 

the financial cost is less 
certain.

A U.S. Centers for Dis-
ease Control and Preven-
tion report from found 
the cost for 2013 at $79 
billion. That’s less than 
half the cost that the lat-
est report has found in 
more recent years. The 
crisis also has deepened 
since 2013, with fentan-
yl and other strong syn-
thetic opioids contribut-
ing to a higher number of 
deaths. Overall, opioid-
related death numbers 
rose through 2017 before 
leveling off last year at 
about 47,000.

A study published in 
2017 by the White House 
Council of Economic 
Advisers estimated a far 
higher cost — just over 
$500 billion a year. The 
new study notes that the 
White House one used 
much higher figures for 
the value of lives lost to 
opioids — attempting to 
quantify their econom-
ic value rather than just 

By ROBeRT nORRIs
bobn@thedailytimes.com

Old McDonald never 
imagined what a modern 
farmer has to know. Sure, 
Hyde Farms in Greenback 
has a moo moo here, an 
oink oink there, a quack 
quack here, a baa baa there, 
a cluck cluck here and may-
be even an E-I-E-I-O when 
school kids visit on field 
trips.

But today’s farms need 
more. East Tennessee is 
no place for a Midwestern-
style megafarm. Amber 
waves of grain don’t stretch 
to the horizon. No foothills 
are harvested by doodad-
ded-out combines that can 
cost upwards of $600,000.

In these parts agriculture 

is about family farms, not 
corporate food chains. 
Sharecropping,  sure. 

Shareholders, not so much.
Hyde Farms sets on 115 

acres off U.S. 411 S. in 

Greenback, 12 miles past 
the Maryville Walmart into 
Loudon County. It’s a full-
time operating farm with 
a produce stand and deco-
rated Thursday for the sea-
son, especially with pump-
kins from the patch where 
customers can pick their 
own from the vine for $5. 
In spring they pick straw-
berries.

What it lacks in size com-
pared to farms in America’s 
breadbasket, it makes up 
for in diversity. Mitchell 
Hyde calls it agribusiness. 
He owns it, he can tell it:

“We raise our own pork 
and beef here on the farm 
and we sell it out the door 
here too. It’s all fresh. 

Betting the farm

Hyde Farms carves place as agribusiness success story

SOURCE: AP-NORC Center for Public Affairs Research

Drugmakers blamed for opioid crisis
Most Americans say pharmaceutical companies and drug 
users themselves bear significant blame for opioid addiction,          
according to an AP-NORC Center poll.  

Results based on interviews with 1,008 U.S. adults conducted April 11-14. 
The margin of error is ±4.1 percentage points for the full sample.
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Q: How much do you blame each of the following for the 
problem of opioid addiction?

A great deal/Quite a bit A moderate amount Only a bit/None at all
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Study: Opioid crisis 
cost US economy 
$631B in four years

SEE CRISIS, 2A
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sTUdenTs FROM MOUnTaIn VIeW Elementary School in Etowah jump into a large sandbox filled with kernels of corn at Hyde 
Farms in Greenback last week.

MITCHeLL Hyde RUns BeHInd the pigs racing in the pig race 
as students cheer for their favorite pig at Hyde Farms, which 
features pumpkin picking, children’s area, corn maze and sells 
produce and meats.

SEE FARM, 5A

SEE LOCKS, 2A


