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A ham radio operator 
is your best friend when 
technology fails, so it’s fit-
ting that the Smoky Moun-
tain Amateur Radio Club’s 
annual Field Day fell hours 
after storms blew trans-
formers and downed trees 
across Blount County.

Members already were 
hooked up to generators 
and contacting users by 
the 2 p.m. opening time 
Saturday as rain passed 
over Maryville.

“We operate  as  i f 
there was a storm,” said 

Maryville’s Bob Polk, 
also known as call sign 
KB2ENJ. “If we use the 
generators, we get extra 
points.”

The event drew about 
35,000 club members and 
individual participants 
across the United States 
and Canada.

Amateur radio opera-
tors often are former mili-
tary, aviation or civilian 
employees with Morse 
code and field telecom-
munications experiences.

Many are seniors who 
learned the craft in the 
mid-20th century, the hey-
day of ham radio operation 

when children and adults 
alike were as likely to scav-
enge parts from old units 
as they were to buy them.

O t h e r s ,  l i k e  c l u b 
President Bob Wilson 
(KK4XA), simply enjoy 
talking to others with a 
safety net of being able 
to help if cellular technol-
ogy fails.

He earned his license 
from the Federal Com-
munications Commission 
in 1987.

“I was an avid hiker and 
I wanted to be able to call 
for help if I needed it in 
the mountains,” Wilson 
said. “I also like talking to 

other people. Sometimes 
at night I sit and talk to 
guys in Spain about our 
grandchildren.”

Being able to pass on the 
skill to youngsters who are 
interested is another draw, 
Wilson added.

At no time was that more 
critical than when Wilson 
received a transmission 15 
years ago from a teen, Jor-
dan Webb, who was on a 
trip in Cades Cove when 
tragedy struck.

“He sneaked a radio in 
with him,” said Jordan 
Webb’s father, Greg Webb. 

Amateur radio enthusiasts test their mettle at Field Day

SCOTT KELLER | THE DAILY TIMES
SMOKY MOUNTAIN AMATEUR RADIO Club’s Melvin Turner (left) helps Troop 88’s Austin Best complete the requirements for his 
Radio Merit Badge during the club’s annual Field Day on Saturday.
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ALBUQUERQUE, N.M. — 
The U.S. Census Bureau is 
using new high-tech tools 
to help get an accurate pop-
ulation count next year as 
its faces challenges tallying 
people of color who live 
in remote places and can 
be wary of the federal gov-
ernment.

The agency is using aerial 
images of rural communi-
ties and hard-to-reach areas 
to verify addresses and 
determine where to send 
workers to ensure everyone 
is counted, Census Bureau 

Director Steven Dillingham 
said.

Satellites and planes take 
photos, and bureau employ-
ees compare the housing 
captured in the images to 
digital maps from the last 
census, in 2010. It takes a 
fraction of the time needed 
by workers in the field.

The agency has used geo-
graphic technology since 
1990 but has never had 
access to such accurate 
tools from the air, said Deir-
dre Dalpiaz Bishop, head 

of the bureau’s geography 
division.

That technology — known 
as geographic information 
system, or GIS — uses com-
puters to analyze neighbor-
hoods, land formations, riv-
ers and other data captured 
by satellites or traditional 
mapping.

The new technology to 
improve the census comes 
amid concerns that tribal 
areas and communities of 
color may be undercount-
ed in the every-10-year 
tally that determines the 
amount of federal money 
states receive and whether 
they gain or lose U.S. con-

gressional seats.
The U.S. Supreme Court 

is deciding whether the 
Trump administration can 
add a citizenship question 
to the 2020 census, which 
opponents say would sup-
press the count of immi-
grants who fear revealing 
their status to federal offi-
cials.

The Census Bureau also 
is facing criticism for plan-
ning internet and telephone 
questionnaires, which 
advocates say would be 
more likely to overlook 
rural areas without reliable 

High-tech tools to help with accurate 2020 census in remote places

MICHELLE R. SMITH | THE ASSOCIATED PRESS
U.S. REP. DAVID CICILLINE completes his census form March 26 on 
a computer at a library in Providence, Rhode Island, during the 
nation’s only test run of the 2020 census..  
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Ask Johnathan Reneau 
about firecrackers or bot-
tle rockets and his face 
lights up like a child’s.

Some fireworks are all 
bang and a little smoke, 
he explained Saturday as 
he eyed his stock at his 
TNT Fireworks stand in 
the Maryville Walmart 
parking lot, 2410 S. High-
way 411.

Some spin on the ground 
and shoot flames in all 
directions before shriek-
ing to a stop. Others belch 
sparks upward like a vol-
cano before fizzling out.

You can even buy ones 
that quietly emit beautiful 
sprays of color, perfect for 
someone who’s scared by 
loud bangs.

“We have a Monster 
Truck that drives down 
the sidewalk as it burns,” 
Reneau said. “We even 
have little tanks and para-
chutes with little army 

men in them. Women have 
Valentine’s Day and Moth-
er’s Day. This is Man Sea-
son. We get Father’s Day 
and the Fourth of July.”

A plumbing, heating and 
electrical serviceman by 
day, Reneau, his wife, Jessi-
ca, and her mother, Paulette 
Jenkins, decided to open a 
TNT Fireworks stand this 
year to test out the waters 
in Blount County.

The county amended its 
code to legalize the sale 
and usage of Class C con-
sumer fireworks in 2018.

The City of Maryville 
followed suit in Decem-
ber 2018 and recently 
began issuing sales per-
mits to vendors to operate 
through July 5.

At least four permits 
were issued to vendors by 
Wednesday. Others were 
still in the application pro-
cess, according to informa-
tion provided by the city 
of Maryville.

Blount fireworks 
sellers talk safety 
ahead of holiday

TOM SHERLIN | THE DAILY TIMES
PAULETTE JENKINS AND HER son, Johnathan Reneau, set up 
stacks of fireworks at the TNT Fireworks tent at the Maryville 
Walmart parking lot.

Give them a call
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