
William Blount Drive

Furniture
WarehouseHw

y 
41

1 
S.

M
or

ga
nt

on
 R

d

Maryville

DRIVE A LITTLE,
SAVE A LOT!

916 William Blount Dr. 
(at the corner of Morganton Rd)

983-0008 • 984-2757HOURS:  Mon, Tues, Thurs, Fri 10-6, Wed, Sat 10-5, Closed Sunday

MARYVILLE’S OLDEST FURNITURE STORE 
– LOCALLY OWNED –

Delivery Available • Full Warranties • Great Service 
Layaway and Financing Available

ASHLEY • CATNAPPER • JACKSON • BEST
SOUTHERN MOTION • VAUGHAN-BASSETT • TEI • LEGENDS

NAME BRANDS • WAREHOUSE PRICING

ALCOA NEIGHBORHOOD COMPLAINTS LEAD TO 13 ARRESTS. 2 A 

C H U RC H  LO O K I N G  F O R  D O N AT I O N S  F O R  PA R K I N G  LOT. 6 A
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By SHELBy HarrIS
shelby.harris@thedailytimes.com

More than 150 donors, com-
munity members and volunteers 
gathered Friday at The Show-
room at Five Points to celebrate 
a huge victory: United Way of 
Blount County surpassing their 
fundraising goal.

“The people in this room are dif-
ference makers,” campaign Chair-
man Mike Hearon said.

The 12-week annual campaign 
raises money for United Way’s 
community partners — organi-
zations that improve the health, 
education and self-sufficiency of 

the community — according to 
United Way of Blount County’s 
website.

Altogether, United Way raised 
$2,115,000 this year — nearly 
$2,000 more than its original goal 
and $26,645 more than last year.

United Way had raised $1,325,623 
— 63% of its overall goal — by 
the campaign’s midway point in 
October. More than $780,000 was 
raised in the remaining five weeks 
of the campaign.

Some 277 donors increased their 
previous gifts and 110 donors dou-
bled theirs. More than 450 new 
donors contributed to United 
Way’s campaign this year.

United Way receives its dona-
tions in a variety of ways.

Committees or divisions are 
tasked with reaching out to dif-
ferent industries throughout the 
county for donations. The com-
mittees, called divisions, raised 
$1,980,713.

• Major Firms division, which 
includes six of the largest local 
employers, raised $978,856.

• Residential division, which 
includes those not categorized by 
other business divisions, such as 
retirees and service clubs, raised 
$217,000.

Blount United Way exceeds fundraising goal
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uNItEd Way CaMPaIGN CHaIr Mike Hearon announces the final amount raised 
for the year of $2,115,000 at the victory luncheon Friday.

By aNdrEW JONES
andrew.jones@thedailytimes.com

Waving goodbye to an 
underground tank that 
holds thousands of gallons 
of fuel, the city of Alcoa 
has adopted a system slim 
enough to fit in your back 
pocket: credit cards.

City Manager Mark John-
son announced in a city 
manager’s meeting Friday 
that Alcoa is taking anoth-
er step into a more tech-
nologically efficient are-
na of necessary spending. 
Traditionally, city vehicles 
have filled up at pumps 
next to the old firehouse 
on Springbrook Road.

But that has changed.
For the past  three 

months, city vehicles 
have been using an Alcoa-
issued credit card to buy 
gas instead of paying a vis-
it to the pump.

Why?
Johnson explained dur-

ing the meeting that it’s a 
combined money-saving 
strategy that also gets rid 
of a liability.

“The analysis on that 
was, we either go to this 
system or … spend a half 
million dollars replacing 
our existing station,” he 
said during the meeting.

Costs to repair and 
replace the current 
pump system would cost 
$481,000, according to 
Johnson’s presentation 
notes on the new system.

The current tanks at the 
city pump station hold 
10,000 gallons of gasoline 
and 4,000 gallons of diesel, 
the presentation showed. 
The city uses more than 
200,000 gallons of fuel 
each year, split between 
entities that include pub-
lic service, police and fire 
vehicles, but also schools 
and Parks & Rec vehicles.

Johnson said the tanks 
are pushing 30 years in 
age and there was even a 
project in 2009 that pro-
posed replacing them over 
a three-year period.

It was cut due to the 
high cost and the city was 
running out of options, 
between the depreciation 
of the pumps, the repairs, 
the regulatory inspections 
and the danger of an aging 
and very flammable setup.

POSITIVES  
AND NEGATIVES

Credit cards represent-
ed a fluid solution to that 
stack of problems, Johnson 
indicated.

“How it works is, you 
can fuel at any station any-
where,” he told gathered 
officials Friday. He showed 
a sample image of one of 
the cards, a WEX-brand 
Exxon Mobile card, which 
employees use by enter-
ing a six-digit pin number. 
They can save 4% if they 
use an Exxon Mobile sta-
tion and another 2% if it’s 
local, he added.

Cards are linked to vehi-
cles and the city is extract-
ing the data from expen-
ditures to put into spread-
sheets for later analysis.

The downside is the 
cost: approximately 20 to 
25 cents more per gallon, 
by Johnson’s estimate — 
though no state or federal 
taxes would be included in 
these purchases, he added.

But, compared to the 
replacement of the tanks, 
Johnson indicated the cost 
model was more favorable 
for the city. “All in all it’s a 
great thing,” Johnson said. 
“Bottom line: That extra 
cost we’re paying would 
approximate what we’d 
have to pay per gallon if 

Alcoa quits tanks, 
adopts credit card 
model for fuel  
purchase system

Alcoa runs circles 
around Austin-East

Greenback blasts 
past Oliver Springs

Rebels knock the 
wind out of D-B
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