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From staff reports

A new market put its wares on display 
Saturday on the lawn of the Blount Coun-
ty Public Library in Maryville.

The Friends Community Market is a 
community-based market featuring local 
farms and produce, crafters, artisanal 

bakers and food crafters, plants and many 
other vendors from the area. The market 
sets up at the lawn near the entrance to 
the library.

Organizers said the market will be held 

8:30-11 a.m. on Saturdays and 4-6 p.m. on 
Wednesdays.

Those who are interested in becoming 
a vendor should follow BCFOL Com-
munity Market on facebook or email 
BCFOLCommMarket@gmail.com. 

The library is located at 508 N. Cusick 
St., Maryville.

New community market opens at library

SCOTT KELLER | THE DAILY TIMES
ayLEE andREW, 2, HoLdS a tomato at the Four Daughters TN Farm booth at the opening day of the Friends Community Market at the Blount 
County Public Library.

New trick for books

By TaMaRa LUSH and TERRy SPEnCER
The Associated Press

ST. PETERSBURG, Fla. — Flor-
ida shattered the national record 
Sunday for the largest single-day 
increase in positive coronavi-
rus cases in any state since the 
beginning of the pandemic, add-
ing more than 15,000 cases as its 
daily average death toll continued 
to also rise.

According to state Department 
of Health statistics, 15,299 peo-
ple tested positive, for a total of 
269,811 cases, and 45 deaths were 
recorded.

California had the previous 
record of daily positive cases — 
11,694, set on Wednesday. New 
York had 11,571 on April 15.

The numbers come at the end 
of a grim, record-breaking week 
as Florida reported 514 fatalities 
— an average of 73 per day. Three 
weeks ago, the state was averag-
ing 30 deaths per day. Since the 
pandemic began in March, 4,346 
people have died in Florida of 
COVID-19, the state says.

Testing has doubled over the 
last month, going from about 
25,000 tests per day to almost 
50,000, but the percentage of peo-

ple testing positive has risen even 
more dramatically. A month ago, 
fewer than 5% of tests came up 
positive on a daily average. Over 
the past week, the daily average 
exceeded 19%.

About 10.7% of Saturday’s 143,000 
tests came up positive, with an 
average age of 38. “I still think 
we need to increase our testing a 
little bit more,” said University of 
Florida epidemiologist Dr. Cindy 
Prins, adding that the state and 
local health departments should 
ramp up their contact tracing.

Florida reports largest, single-day case increase

JOE BURBANK | THE ASSOCIATED PRESS
FLoRIda GoV. Ron dESanTIS gives an update on the state’s response to the 
coronavirus pandemic during Friday’s press conference at Florida’s Turnpike 
Turkey Lake Service Plaza, in Orlando, Florida.SEE FLORIDA, 5A

See more photos from Saturdays first 
Friends Community Market. 3A

By LIndSEy TannER
AP Medical Writer

As the Trump administration push-
es full steam ahead to force schools 
to resume in-person education, public 
health experts warn that a one-size-fits-
all reopening could drive infection and 
death rates even higher.

They’re urging a more cautious 
approach, which many local govern-
ments and school districts are already 
pursuing.

But U.S. Education Secretary Betsy 
DeVos doubled down on President Don-

ald Trump’s insistence that kids can 
safely return to the classroom.

“There’s nothing in the data that sug-
gests that kids being in school is in any 
way dangerous,” she told Chris Wallace 
on “Fox News Sunday.”

Still, health experts say there are too 
many uncertainties and variables for 
back-to-school to be back-to-normal.

Where is the virus spreading rapidly? 
Do students live with aged grandpar-
ents? Do teachers have high-risk health 
conditions that would make online 
teaching safest? Do infected children 
easily spread COVID-19 to each other 
and to adults?

Regarding the latter, some evidence 
suggests they don’t, but a big govern-
ment study aims to find better proof. 
Results won’t be available before the fall, 
and some schools are slated to reopen 
in just a few weeks.

“These are complicated issues. You 
can’t just charge straight ahead,” Dr. Tom 
Frieden, former director of the Centers 
for Disease Control and Prevention, said 
Wednesday during an online briefing.

Children infected with coronavirus are 
more likely than adults to have mild ill-
nesses, but their risk for severe disease 
and death isn’t zero. While a virus-linked 
inflammatory condition is uncommon, 

Doctors: Spread 
should be guide 
to how schools  
reopen for fall

Schools make plans as they await updated 
federal guidance. 5A

Nation faces tough choices if it comes down 
to schools or bars. 2B

SEE DOCTORS, 5A


