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Alcoa’s Public Works 
Department and the land-
fill in the city limits are 
both making some much-
needed updates to several 
pieces of equipment after 
approval from city com-
missioners.

Commissioners voted 
unanimously late Tuesday 
to approve a path forward 
to replacing pumps at the 
Alcoa-Maryville-Blount 
landfill and a street leaf 
collector for the city.

The bill for the landfill 
pump will be footed by 
Landfill Services, accord-
ing to Solid Waste Man-
ager Kelly Hembree.

Alcoa will purchase the 
leaf collector.

Neither piece of equip-
ment comes cheap. Notes 
on the approval for pur-
chase show the leaf collec-
tor will cost the city a total 
of $81,844.46. The package 
pump station may cost up 
to $90,000, according to 
city officials.

But the replacements 
are more than standard 
upkeep for the city. Both 
pieces of machinery were 

old and had undergone 
several repairs.

The city was not able to 
meet all of its leaf-collect-
ing goals last year, Assis-
tant Director and Chief 
Engineer at Alcoa’s Pub-
lic Works & Engineering 
Department Simon deVen-
te told The Daily Times in 
a phone interview.

The old machine a — 
an Xtreme Vac LCT6000, 
which is towed behind a 
truck — broke down dur-
ing fall of 2018 and has not 
been replaced since.

“Last year, leaves weren’t 
getting picked up like they 
normally are and people 
were calling in question-
ing that,” deVente said.

Notes on the purchase 
approval show that the leaf 
blower expenditure will 
be $1,844.46 over budget.

In the case of the pump 
that needs replacing at 
the landfill — specifi-
cally known as a leach-
ate pump station — the 
city has authorized Smith 
Seckman Reid Inc. as con-
sultants on the pump-
replacement project.

Design services and the 

Alcoa city and Blount landfill to 
make public works purchases

CONTRIBUTED PHOTO
ThE CurrENT PuMP aT Alcoa-Maryville-Blount landfill is more 
than 25 years old and is wearing out. City commissioners have 
approved a project that will ultimately replace the pumps and 
provide better liquid flow to the local sewer system.
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M a r y v i l l e  Co l l e ge 
doesn’t just want its stu-
dents to hit the books. 
It wants them to hit the 
court, the trail or the 
dance floor.

Toss a ball or bean bag 
for cornhole. Play spike 
ball or strike a yoga pose.

Just move.
President Tom Bogart 

even tossed a flying disc 
with students before deliv-
ering a proclamation dur-
ing a noon rally Wednes-
day celebrating Exercise 
Is Medicine on Campus 
(EIM-OC) Awareness 
Month. This is the third 
year the college has par-
ticipated in the program 
to make physical activity 
part of its campus culture.

“While not all of us are 
athletes, all of us can ben-

efit from being physically 
active in our own way,” Jer-
emy Steeves, assistant pro-
fessor of exercise science, 
noted during the event.

“Find your own way to 
move, that you enjoy, that 

is fun for you,” he said, 
“because there is no best 
single form of exercise out 
there. The best form is the 
exercise that you enjoy 
doing, because that will 
make you do it.”

The college is encour-
aging students to take 
a broad view of what it 
means to exercise. “It’s 
anything that gets you 
moving and is fun,” Bog-
art said in an interview 
before the event.

Exercise is not only good 
for the physical and men-
tal health of individuals 
but also for the campus 
community, he said.

A former college soccer 
player, Bogart returned 
to running in his 40s and 
discovered, “I actually do 
enjoy running. I just never 
realized it before.”

Steeves noted during the 
rally that he often sees Bog-
art on the Greenway while 
Steeves is pushing a stroller 
with his wife and children.

After reading the procla-
mation, Bogart encouraged 

Maryville College encourages movement on campus
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sTudENTs CrEaTEd ThEIr OWN game that involved kicking a football during the Maryville College rally for Exercise is Medicine 
on Campus Awareness Month on Wednesday.

sTudENTs PLay a GaME of spike ball during the Maryville College 
kickoff for Exercise is Medicine on Campus Awareness Month 
on Wednesday. Throughout the month the college will host 
various events encouraging students to find a type of physi-
cal activity that they enjoy.

EXERCISE IS MEDICINE

Moving forward
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Maryville College plans 
to strengthen programs to 
protect women from vio-
lence with a $300,000 fed-
eral grant, even though sta-
tistics suggest the campus 
already is a safe space.

The college’s latest annu-
al security report, pub-
lished this month, shows 
no reports on campus for 
the past three years of sex-
ual offenses, domestic vio-

lence, dating violence or 
stalking, although Mela-
nie Tucker, vice president 
and dean of students, not-
ed that those types of inci-
dents often go unreported 
on campuses nationwide.

Before students arrive 
at Maryville College for 
classes, they already have 
received education on 
sexual assault prevention 
through an online platform, 
according Tucker.

With the new grant award-
ed through the U.S. Depart-

ment of Justice’s Office of 
Violence Against Women, 
the college plans to build on 
that and other efforts with 
a Preventing Assault and 
Violence through Educa-
tion program.

That includes opening a 
new violence prevention 
and education center in 
Bartlett Hall and hiring a 
prevention-educator coor-
dinator. The center will 
provide ongoing education 
and facilitate a coordinated 
community response team.

Part of the grant also will 
be used to train peer edu-
cators on topics such as 
healthy relationships and 
navigating conversations 
about healthy consent, 
Tucker explained.

Other education efforts 
will be designed to deep-
en and broaden the under-
standing of safety and secu-
rity officers, residence life 
staff and student conduct 
board representatives who 
may respond to victims.

The college plans to 

develop protocols and ser-
vices specifically to support 
students who don’t speak 
English as their native lan-
guage, including interna-
tional students and those 
with limited English pro-
ficiency. It will also devel-
op resources for victims 
who are deaf or hearing 
impaired.

In applying for the grant 
the college developed mem-
orandums of understand-
ings with community part-
ners with whom it has long 

worked, including the Helen 
Ross McNabb Center, Haven 
House and the Maryville 
Police Department.

Tucker explained that the 
campus statistics include 
only reports made to the 
college, and a student may 
report to another organiza-
tion. The college is working 
with its partners to ensure 
that with a student’s per-
mission it can receive infor-
mation to support the vic-
tim without the person hav-
ing to retell what happened.

MC receives $300K to strengthen efforts to protect women from violence
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