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New Hope Blount County Children’s 
Advocacy Center last year served nearly 
600 children who suffered from abuse.

New Hope, whose core mission is to 
ensure all Blount County children have 
happy and healthy childhoods, serves as a 
one-stop resource for child victims of sex-
ual and physical abuse. Law enforcement, 
physicians and therapists work simultane-
ously with victims at one location to limit 
the amount of trauma victims experience 
through abuse investigations.

The children’s advocacy center’s work is 
year-round, but New Hope spends April — 
Child Abuse Prevention Month — raising 
awareness about how to stop child abuse 
in Blount County.

“When a community comes together, 
there are studies that show that it really 
does help prevent child abuse in that com-
munity,” New Hope Events and Market-
ing Coordinator Tori Thomas said. “But 
it takes awareness. It’s not just about the 
kids. It’s about the whole family, about 
taking care of everybody.”

New Hope has several events planned 
for Child Abuse Prevention Month.

From 1-9 p.m. Thursday, April 8, children 
12 and younger can get free ice cream at 
Capitol Coffee & Ice Cream in Maryville. 
New Hope also will pass out blue pin-
wheels, the national symbol of child abuse 
prevention.

People throughout the county are 
encouraged to “plant” their wheels and 
make “pinwheel gardens” to raise aware-
ness about Child Abuse Prevention Month.

“Normally, we just hand people a bunch 
of blue pinwheels, and they plant them 
however they want,” Thomas said. “This 
year, we’re giving them nine blue pin-
wheels and one silver. That symbolizes 
that one in every 10 children will be sexu-
ally abused before their 18th birthday.”

During 2020 alone, New Hope received 
1,124 calls about children potentially being 
abused. When the advocacy center gets 
these tips, it turns them over to the state 
Department of Children’s Services.

Part of the quest to end child abuse in the 
county means making the county aware of 
how to spot the abuse as it’s happening. To 
do this, New Hope is hosting a Stewards of 
Children training session from 6-8 p.m. at 
First Baptist Church in Maryville. 
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After moving into the 
county more than two 
years ago, Alcoa’s Black-
horse Brewery’s restau-
rant/pub at the intersec-
tion of North Hall Road 
and West Bessemer Street 
finally will open its doors 
to the dining public.

Owners Jeff and Sherri 
Robinson said Tuesday 
their target date for open-
ing the eatery is April 27, 
marking the completion 
of something they set out 
to do since Alcoa brewing 
operations got underway 
in late 2018.

Jeff Robinson told The 
Daily Times a year’s 
worth of COVID-19-relat-

ed financial stalls caused 
delays, but he will be elat-
ed to finally see diners 
spend time at the compa-
ny’s central brewing oper-
ations. They have other 
locations in Knoxville and 

Clarksville.
The restaurant will be 

open at various times sev-
en days a week and right 
now Robinson and com-
pany Vice President Bran-
don Crotzer said they’re 

looking to hire about 70 
people, including cooks 
and servers.

Directly adjacent to the 
brewery itself — there 
will be guided tours of it 
at some point in the near 
future, Robinson said — 
the restaurant will be able 
to seat an estimated 170 
people between its indoor 
seating and beer garden.

Owners may have no 
problem filling those seats 
since the restaurant sits 
next to one of Alcoa’s bus-
ier intersections and one 
of the main thoroughfares 
to the Great Smoky Moun-
tains National Park.

“This is the backdoor to 
the Smokies,” Robinson 

Blackhorse Brewery eatery aims for April 27 opening

BLaCKHORse BReWeRy OWneRs JeFF and Sherri Robinson talk 
about the restaurant they hope to open by the end of April.
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COnsTRUCTIOn Is UndeRWay In the dining area of the Blackhorse Brewery on North Hall Road in Alcoa.

New Hope hosts events for Child Abuse Awareness Month

COURTESY OF NEW HOPE CHILDREN’S ADVOCACY CENTER
PInWHeeL GaRdens WILL GO up throughout the 
county in honor of Child Abuse Prevention Month.
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For the past six weeks, 
Marine veterans Matthew 
Gordon and Jesse Hawe 
have been seeking food 
donations and planning a 
community service event 
in Blount County to help 
their fellow comrades.

The event, which they 
are calling Operation 
MRV, or Meals Ready-
for-Vets, is being orches-
trated through a nonprofit 
called Team Red, White 
and Blue. Hawe serves 
as the Knoxville chapter 
leader of Atlanta-based 
Team RWB, and Gordon 
is veteran engagement 
director for the chapter.

Operation MRV will 
take place from 7 a.m. to 
4 p.m. on Saturday, April 
17, at Hawe’s business, 
Dents and Details, 430 S. 

Washington St., Maryville. 
Gordon said they already 
have received close to 
$5,000 worth of donated 

Two Blount Marines  
organizing food drive

COURTESY OF OPERATION MRV
MaRIne VeTeRans MaTTHeW GORdOn (left) and Jesse Hawe 
have partnered to host a food drive for veterans in the area. 
They represent the nonprofit Team Red, White and Blue.

OPERATION MRV
Operation Meals Ready-

for-Vet will take place 
from 7 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
on Saturday, April 17, 
at Dents and Details, 
430 S. Washington St., 
Maryville. Food will be 
packed and delivered to 
veterans in need. This is 
a project of Team Red, 
White and Blue.

To donate food or for 
more information, 
contact Matthew Gor-
don at 239-216-1984 
or matthew.gordon@
teamrwb.org; or Jesse 
Hawe at 865-773-2128.

Vets helping 
to feed vets

From the horse’s mouth
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