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Resurfaced Concrete Faux Wood Plank

Hand Carved Flagstone

Concrete Craft has mastered the art of restorative 
and decorative concrete without the need for 
demolition. Our artisanal approach, quality product, 
and local experts can beautifully transform your 
concrete at half the cost of other materials.  
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SCOTT KELLER | THE DAILY TIMES
MARYVILLE HIGH SCHOOL IS preparing for the graduation ceremony for the Class of 2020 to be held at 7:30 p.m. Friday, on the school’s football field. 
Currently 360 seniors are signed up to participate in the ceremony. Each student will be given four tickets for family members, while additional fam-
ily and friends will be able to watch the ceremony streamed online.

MARYVILLE HIGH SCHOOL TO HOLD GRADUATION

BY SHELBY HARRIS
shelby.harris@thedailytimes.com

The Blount County Health 
Department has reported “numer-
ous calls” from people claiming 
businesses are not abiding by 
guidelines set in place by Gov. 
Bill Lee’s phased reopening plan.

Most of the complaints, accord-
ing to state health department 
Assistant Planning Coordinator 
Corie Gouge, have been about 
improper use of personal protec-
tive equipment.

According to the guidelines, 
employees are advised to wear 
face masks, and restaurants are 
required to place booths, tables 
or counter seats 6 feet apart. All 
employees and customers also 
are encouraged to be screened, 
the TN Pledge Restaurant Guide-
lines state.

But some businesses haven’t 
been abiding by these rules, Gouge 
said, and of those who do, some 
aren’t covering their noses with 
their masks.

“Environmental staff have had 
numerous calls mostly about 
improper use of PPE,” she said. 
“They are currently consulting 
with restaurant owners and man-
agers to encourage compliance 
with the governor’s recommenda-
tions for preventing and mitigat-
ing further spread of COVID-19.”

After receiving a complaint, 
health department staff members 
conduct consultation visits. These 
visits, Gouge said, are not scored 
but serve only to assist businesses 
with reopening safely.

“We ensure they have the infor-
mation on the guidelines, consult 

Health  
department 
receives 
complaints

BY ZEKE MILLER
The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — President 
Donald Trump, the historical-
ly prolific tweeter of political 
barbs and blasts, threatened 
social media companies with 
new regulation or even shutter-
ing on Wednesday after Twitter 
added fact checks to two of his 
tweets. He turned to his Twitter 
account – where else? — to tweet 
his threats.

The president can’t unilater-
ally regulate or close the com-
panies, and any effort would 
likely require action by Con-
gress. His administration has 
shelved a proposed executive 
order empowering the Federal 
Communications Commission 

to regulate technology compa-
nies, citing concerns it wouldn’t 
pass legal muster. But that didn’t 
stop Trump from angrily issuing 
strong warnings.

Tech giants “silence conser-
vative voices,” he claimed on 
Twitter early Wednesday. “We 
will strongly regulate, or close 
them down, before we can ever 
allow this to happen.” Later, also 
on Twitter, he threatened, “Big 
Action to follow.”

He repeated his unsubstantiated 
claim — which sparked his latest 
showdown with Silicon Valley 
— that expanding mail-in vot-
ing “would be a free for all on 
cheating, forgery and the theft 
of Ballots.”

There was no immediate reac-
tion from Twitter or other social 

media companies to the presi-
dent’s threats.

Twitter’s decision to mark the 
president’s tweets regarding mail-
in balloting came as the presi-
dent was sparking another social 
media firestorm, continuing to 
stoke a debunked conspiracy the-
ory accusing MSNBC host Joe 
Scarborough of killing a former 
staffer. Prominent Republicans, 
including Rep. Liz Cheney and 
Sen. Mitt Romney, urged Trump 
to drop the attack — which has 
not been marked with a fact check 
by the social media company.

Trump and his campaign had 
lashed out at the company Tues-
day after Twitter added a warning 
phrase to two Trump tweets that 

Twitter fact-checks Trump; president threatens new regulations, shutdown

EVAN VUCCI | THE ASSOCIATED PRESS
PRESIDENT DONALD TRUMP ANSWERS questions from reporters during an event 
on protecting seniors with diabetes in the Rose Garden at the White House 
on Tuesday in Washington. 
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BY AMY BETH MILLER
amy.miller@thedailytimes.com

Over the past 100 years, many small 
schools were merged into Lanier, and now 
community members are rallying against 
a suggestion that Blount County close 
their school.

Remarks by Blount County Mayor Ed 
Mitchell during a May 14 budget meeting 
led to a grassroots effort to show “Lanier 
Matters.”

Jen Robasser started a Facebook page with 
that name the evening of May 22, and within 
five days it had more than 1,600 members 
— not only parents of current students and 
alumni but also people from across Blount 
County and neighboring areas who support 

community schools.
Cristal Mizell posted a petition on 

Change.org to ensure funding to replace 
the school’s sewer plant; it has received 
more than 2,600 signatures.

And Saturday, May 30, the community is 
planning a pep rally in a field across from 
the school. Organizer Angie Valpatic said, 
“We really want it to be civil, positive and 
upbeat.”

Of numerous elected officials invited, 
only one had confirmed by Wednesday 
that he planned to attend: school board 
member Jim Compton.

BUDGET ISSUE
The county Budget Committee this month 

objected to plans by the Blount County 
Board of Education to use about $3.1 million 
in previously undesignated funds to shore 
up the 2020-21 budget, which included a 

‘Lanier Matters:’ Community rallies for school
LANIER MATTERS RALLY
WHAT: Pep rally to show support for  

Lanier Elementary School
WHEN: 11 a.m. Saturday, May 30
WHERE: 1250 Brick Mill Road, Maryville
MORE INFORMATION: Under the Lanier 

Matters page on Facebook. T-shirts and 
other items for the rally are being sold 
online at https://laniermatters.itemorder.
com.

SEE SCHOOL, 5A


