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Several meetings took 
place in the Blount Coun-
ty Courthouse on Tuesday. 
But only one had half of the 
people in attendance leav-
ing in anger and disappoint-
ment.

The Budget Committee 
meeting focused largely on 
school funds.

The area of contention 
was a request to move $1 
million from the fund bal-
ance — or savings account 
— of the Blount County 
school system to pay for 
field houses at Heritage 
and William Blount high 
schools.

Several members of the 
public stood to address the 
committee.

“It’s a no-brainer to go 
ahead and fund these field 
houses,” said Earl McMa-
han, former principal of 
Heritage High School.

The existing field houses 
are reported as having no 
air conditioning, little space 
for football players and no 
space for sports other than 
football.

Many committee mem-
bers asked Rob Britt, 
director of Blount Coun-
ty Schools, to clarify the 
proposed projects. They 
also inquired about current 
capital projects such as the 
installation of an HVAC 
system and renovation of 
science labs.

County Commissioner 
Mike Caylor raised con-

cerns about the timing of 
the budget request.

“I’m a little hard pressed 
that it took 40 years to fig-
ure out that we needed air 
conditioning,” he said.

After discussion ceased, 
the resolution failed 4-1 
with County Commissioner 
Tom Stinnett being the sole 
approver.

Parents and coaches left 
the commission meeting 
room. Many gathered in the 
hallway outside to discuss 
their concerns.

“My son says all the time, 
‘Well we’re Heritage. We 
don’t get anything,’” said 
Susan Zerambo, a gradu-
ate of William Blount High 
School and mother of a Her-
itage junior football player.

“Is it going to take one of 
these kids getting hurt?” 
added Wendy Swanner, 
mother of a graduate from 
and junior football player 
at Heritage.

“I hope not,” County Com-
missioner Brad Bowers 
responded.

The committee approved 
three other budget requests 
f rom Blount  County 
Schools.

T h e  f i r s t  wa s  fo r 
$378,880.32 to be spent on 
a new security system to be 
installed in schools.

The Situational Aware-
ness and Response Assis-
tant (SARA) system sends 
alerts and video surveil-
lance from nearby cameras 
to the Blount County E-911 
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CORRECTIOn
The last name of Paul Bales, who chaired the Empty Pan-

try Fund for nearly 60 years, was misspelled in a front-
page story Tuesday about his death.

BY JEnnIFER PELTZ
The Associated Press

NEW YORK — Americans are 
commemorating 9/11 with mournful 
ceremonies, volunteering, appeals 
to “never forget” and rising atten-
tion to the terror attacks’ extended 
toll on responders.

A crowd of victims’ relatives is 
expected at ground zero Wednes-
day, while President Donald Trump 
is scheduled to join an observance 
at the Pentagon. Vice President 
Mike Pence is to speak at the third 
attack site, near Shanksville, Penn-
sylvania.

Eighteen years after the deadli-
est terrorist attack on American 
soil, the nation is still grappling 
with the aftermath at ground zero, 

US to commemorate 9/11 as its aftermath evolves
MARK LENNIHAN | THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

VISITORS LOOK AT THE waterfalls on Sept. 9, 2015, at the World Trade Center Memorial in New York. 

FRANK FRANKLIN II | THE ASSOCIATED PRESS
VISITORS GATHER nEAR THE pools on May 15, 2015, at the 9/11 Memorial in New York. 

‘We can’t forget’

SEE AFTERMATH, 5A

Committees discuss 
funding for schools, 
athletic facilities, BMH

SEE FUNDING, 5A
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Building on existing programs, 
a coalition of educators and 
employers is preparing to launch 
a new apprenticeship program 
with a summit next week.

Employers, students, their fam-
ilies and community members 
are invited to learn about the 
Tennessee Valley Youth Appren-
ticeships during the event at the 
Pellissippi State Community 
College campus in Friendsville.

Organizers hope students as 
young as seventh grade will 
attend to discover how they can 

“earn while they learn” starting 
in high school, and that employ-
ers will see how they can be part 
of developing a skilled workforce 
pipeline in Blount County.

The program will focus on five 
high-demand career fields for 
the area: information technol-
ogy, manufacturing/STEM (sci-
ence, technology, engineering 
and math), health science, con-
struction and culinary jobs.

Although Maryville City 
Schools received a state grant 
to launch the program, Blount 
County Schools and Alcoa City 
Schools are on the steering com-
mittee as well, and the appren-

ticeships will be open to students 
from any of the three districts.

The name, Tennessee Valley 
Youth Apprenticeships, was cho-
sen with an eye toward further 
expansion in the years to come.

An $80,000 state grant to fund 
the program was awarded to 
MCS in mid-July, and a website 
for it is under construction at 
https://mhs.maryville-schools.
org/about-mhs/tvya.

Eventually apprentice jobs 
will be posted on the website, 
and student applicants will have 
to compete for openings, with 
employers making the final deci-
sion.

SCALABLE
“This really grew out of work 

that we’ve been doing for sev-
eral years, with Blount Part-
nership and the other school 
systems and everything that 
would be building up work-
force development,” said Amy 
Vagnier, assistant director of 
Maryville City Schools, noting 
that Pellissippi State and the 
Tennessee College of Applied 
Technology also are part of the 
coalition.

While the public schools 
and employers already offer  

Tennessee Valley Youth Apprenticeships launching with Sept. 19 summit
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