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Even though Gov. Bill Lee has 
greenlighted such sports high 
school football this fall, non-
school programs are still float-
ing in limbo.

Lee’s Executive Order 55 
released Friday engineers guide-
lines for how those types sports 
can plow ahead in the middle of 
a pandemic.

But that still leaves Parks and 
Rec on the bench. With the sum-
mer well underway, some pro-
grams already have been stalled.

But agency Director Joe Huff 
still has his sights set on youth 
football and basketball.

“We’ve got some ideas if we 
can’t play contact sports,” Huff 
said Wednesday. “We’re trying to 
get people involved to come out 
and help us where kids can come 
out once a week. Since they can’t 
play each other, we can do train-
ing skills and get them involved 
in the game.

“I think there are some alter-
native things we can offer the 
community if we’re not allowed 
to play contact,” he said.

Huff said even if programs have 
to start a little later, officials are 
willing to do so.

Parks and Rec has been pre-
paring for the good and the bad. 
Huff said with a thumbs up, all 
the moving parts are in place to 

start up programs, even though 
they’ll come with a whole new 
set of safety guidelines and pre-
cautions.

People are willing to help, how-
ever. In the fall, soccer usually 
garners about 40 coaches, Huff 
said, adding that though they 
might not need that many on a 
reduced schedule, people are 
still willing to pitch in where  
needed.

“I think parents and kids are 
both eager to get out and do 
something,” Huff said. He wants 
to keep kids involved in sports 
they’re already invested in and 
even if that just means practice 
sessions, leadership wants to 
make it happen.

The football program doesn’t 
start until mid-August anyway, 
and right now Huff indicated 
teams are ready to go: They have 
equipment, thermometers and 
manpower.

“I think we can make it hap-
pen fairly quick, and if we have 
to move it back a week or two, 
we can,” Huff said, adding that 
although the tackle football 
league usually ends Oct. 1, teams 
may be willing to play through 
the end of the month.

“So there’s a lot of options out 
there,” he explained. “We’ll make 
the best of what we have avail-
able to us.”

Sports aren’t the only thing that 
hang in the balance for Parks and 

Rec. Should more seasons get 
canceled, more revenue streams 
will dry up. The organization 
already has had to consider 
budget shifts after a 2020 fiscal 
year that ended with massive 
revenue drops from canceled  
programs.

Though most Parks and Rec 
facilities remain shuttered, 
the outdoors have been a daily 
respite for the community, espe-
cially during months when COV-
ID-19 closed most businesses, 
Huff said.

FOLLOW @ARJONESREPORTS on 
Facebook and Twitter for more from 
city government reporter Andrew 
Jones.
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Parks and Rec fall sports in limbo even though high schools have go-ahead

CORRECTION
A July 31 front-page article on the Maryville City Council 

election incorrectly stated a candidate’s first name. She 
is Sarah Herron.

BY RICARDO ALONSO-ZALDIVAR 
and MATTHEW PERRONE
The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — Dr. 
Anthony Fauci said Friday 
that he remains confident 
that a coronavirus vaccine 
will be ready by early next 
year, telling lawmakers that 
a quarter-million Ameri-
cans already have volun-
teered to take part in clini-
cal trials.

But if the future looks 
encouraging, public health 
alarms are still going off 
in the present. Officials 
testifying with Fauci at a 
contentious House hearing 
acknowledged that the U.S. 
remains unable to deliver 
all COVID-19 test results 

within two or three days, 
and they jointly pleaded 
with Americans to comply 
with basic precautions such 
as wearing masks, avoiding 
crowds, and washing their 
hands frequently.

Those simple steps can 
deliver “the same bang for 
the buck as if we just shut 
the entire economy down,” 
said a frustrated Dr. Rob-
ert Redfield, director of the 
Centers for Disease Con-
trol and Prevention, add-
ing that he has studies to 
back that up.

Looking ahead, Fauci 
said he’s “cautiously opti-
mistic that we will have a 
vaccine by the end of this 

BY RUSS BYNUM
The Associated Press

Another month passes. The coro-
navirus pandemic marches on. 
And Americans struggling amid 
the economic fallout once again 
have to worry as their next rent 
checks come due Aug. 1.

Many left jobless by the crisis 
are already behind on payments. 
And the arrival of August brings 
new anxieties. A supplemental 
$600 in weekly federal unemploy-
ment benefits that helped many 
pay their bills is set to expire as 
July ends, with Congress bogged 
down in disagreement over a new 
round of aid.

Also set to end, unless lawmakers 
intervene, is a federal moratorium 
on evictions that has shielded mil-
lions of renters — though some 

Americans remain protected by 
similar state and local actions.

The Associated Press recon-
nected with renters first inter-
viewed ahead of their April pay-
ments. Four months later, some 
have returned to work. One saw 
her church step in to cover her 
rent. Some found landlords will-
ing to negotiate, while others are 
still looking for relief.

SAKAI HARRISON: Sakai Harrison 
moved to New York to try to make 
it as a personal trainer and design-
er — but his gym shuttered early 
in the pandemic, and after weeks 
of struggling to both pay the rent 
and put food in his fridge, he knew 
what he had to do.

He moved back to Georgia for 
greater stability.

In May, he left his Brooklyn apart-
ment and its $1,595 monthly rent 

for Atlanta. When the first of the 
month rolls around, his new place 
costs about $400 less — and it’s 
larger.

“This is the biggest silver lining 
I’ve ever seen,” he said.

He’s training with a few one-
on-one clients, and he’s launched 
a boot camp with a dozen more.

This week, he met four of them 
at a park, where they did lunging 
squats, pull-ups, and a military-
like crawl. Harrison then led them 
into a gym for dumbbell exercises. 
They didn’t wear masks for virus 
protection — Harrison says they 
take precautions, but pointed out 
that the state doesn’t mandate face 
coverings.

Harrison modeled the proper 
form and pace, corrected the men 

Monthly anxieties deepen as unemployment aid falls off

Rent’s due, again

NAM Y. HUH | THE ASSOCIATED PRESS
ROUSHAUNDA WILLIAMS POSES FOR a photo on July 23 in Chicago. Financial challenges keep piling up for Williams months 
after she lost her job of nearly 20 years tending bar at the Palmer House Hilton Hotel in downtown Chicago. Potential 
reopening dates for the hotel have been pushed back, Williams said, and hospitality jobs remain scarce. 

Fauci confident virus 
vaccine will get to 
Americans in 2021

KEVIN DIETSCH | POOL VIA AP
DR. ANTHONY FAUCI, DIRECTOR of the National Institute for Allergy 
and Infectious Diseases (center), Dr. Robert Redfield, director of 
the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) (right), and 
Adm. Brett Giroir, Assistant Secretary of Health and Human Ser-
vices for Health (left), testify during a House Subcommittee hear-
ing on the Coronavirus crisis Friday on Capitol Hill in Washington. 
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