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Woman charged after allegedly trying to make drug concoction
From staff reports

Local narcotics investi-
gators arrested a Chicago 
woman Thursday after 
she allegedly tried to use 
fraudulent prescriptions 
to obtain ingredients for 
“purple drank,” according 
to the Blount County Sher-
iff ’s Office.

Jasmine Alexandra Bee, 
24, West Chicago, Illinois, 
is charged with four counts 
of prescription fraud, Sher-
iff James Berrong said in a 
BCSO press release. She 

was being held on bonds 
totaling $40,000 pending 
a 9 a.m. hearing July 21 in 
Blount County General Ses-
sions Court.

Fifth Judicial Drug Task 
Force investigators were 
alerted Thursday evening 
to a local business where 

Bee was trying to obtain 
promethazine with codeine 
by using a fraudulent pre-
scription, the release states. 
As Bee was leaving the 
store, investigators took 
her into custody.

“During the course of the 
investigation, investigators 
found additional fraudulent 
prescriptions and prescrip-
tion pads in the woman’s 
vehicle,” the release states. 
“An individual with Bee was 
released with no charges.”

The Fifth Judicial Drug 
Task Force is made up of 

deputies and officers from 
BCSO and the Maryville 
and Alcoa police depart-
ments.

Local law enforcement is 
seeing an increase in activ-
ity regarding the “purple 
drank,” a highly addictive 
concoction also known 
as “syrup,” “sizzurp” and 
“dirty Sprite,” the release 
states.

“In March, narcotics 
investigators arrested a 
female from Chicago who 
attempted to use a fraud-
ulent prescription, and in 

May investigators executed 
a search warrant for mul-
tiple types of drugs,” the 
release states.

“In that search warrant, 
investigators seized eight 
pints of cough syrup con-
taining promethazine with 
codeine.”

Offenders travel from 
larger cities in small 
groups to pass fraudulent 
prescriptions at pharma-
cies in numerous states, 
plus the counties and cit-
ies within them; afterward, 
they return to their original 

state for resell.
The drug sells for between 

$250 and $400 per pint, and 
can sell for even more in 
larger cities, the release 
states.

“Thankfully, the relation-
ships that our law enforce-
ment community has built 
over the years with our 
local businesses allow us 
to stay alert to individuals 
attempting to pass fraudu-
lent prescriptions,” Berrong 
said in the release.

BY ZEKE MILLER
The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — Two weeks 
after celebrating America’s near 
“independence” from the corona-
virus, President Joe Biden is con-
fronting the worrying reality of rising 
cases and deaths — and the limita-
tions of his ability to combat the per-
sistent vaccine hesitance responsible 
for the summer backslide.

Cases of COVID-19 have tripled 
over the past three weeks, and hos-
pitalizations and deaths are rising 
among unvaccinated people. While 
the rates are still sharply down from 
their January highs, officials are 
concerned by the reversing trend-
lines and what they consider need-
less illness and death. And cases 
are expected to continue to rise in 
coming weeks.

BY TRAVIS LOLLER 
and JONATHAN MATTISE
 The Associated Press

NASHVILLE — Days 
after she was fired under 
pressure from Republi-
can legislators, Tennes-
see’s former vaccina-
tions director has issued 
a point-by-point rebuttal 
to a letter recommending 
her removal and to other 
claims by state officials 
about the program she 
ran that offers shots for 
children.

The July 9 letter from 
the state’s chief medical 
officer said Michelle Fis-
cus should be removed 
due to complaints about 
her leadership approach 
and her handling of a let-
ter explaining vaccina-
tion rights of minors for 
COVID-19 shots, an effort 
that had GOP lawmakers 
fuming.

Fiscus has accused 
Health Commissioner 
Lisa Piercey of termi-
nating her “to appease a 
handful of outraged and 
uninformed legislators.”

In her rebuttal, Fiscus 
described Chief Medi-
cal Officer Tim Jones as 

a “trusted friend and col-
league,” who had warned 
her in late June that her 
employment was threat-
ened. She said Jones and 
her supervisor, state epi-
demiologist John Dunn, 
voiced continued support 
for her despite the politi-
cal pressure.

One complaint in the 
letter says Fiscus request-
ed Health Department 
money for a new non-
profit she had founded, 
a “substantial conflict of 
interest.”

Fiscus counters that her 
job plan included creat-
ing an Immunize Tennes-
see coalition, which Jones 
praised in a document 
Fiscus provided, saying 
“Shelley has taken the ini-
tiative to start a statewide 
coalition which has been 
very successful.”

About the group, Fis-
cus said, “I convened 
stakeholders who went 
on to incorporate as a 
501(c)3 non-profit orga-
nization. I am not on the 
board of directors, I am 
not on the payroll, and I 
serve in only an ex-officio 

Fired Tennessee 
vaccine leader 
rebuts claims

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS
IN THIS IMAGE MADE from video, Michelle Fiscus speaks to 
the Associated Press on Tuesday in Franklin. Fiscus, Tennes-
see’s top vaccinations official, said she couldn’t stay silent 
after she was fired this week amid scrutiny from Republican 
state lawmakers over her department’s outreach efforts to 
vaccinate teenagers against COVID-19.

SEE CLAIMS, 4A

Worrying reality
Biden grapples with rapid spike of virus cases

SUSAN WALSH | THE ASSOCIATED PRESS
PRESIDENT JOE BIDEN TRIES to hear questions shouted by reporters as he heads to 
Marine One on the South Lawn of the White House on Friday in Washington. 

NATHAN PAPES | THE ASSOCIATED PRESS
NURSES AND DOCTORS IN the CoxHealth Emergency Department don personal protective equipment to treat patients with 
COVID-19 on Friday in Springfield, Missouri. Southwest Missouri is seeing a surge in delta variant cases, with hospitals nearing 
capacity and requesting help from the state for staffing and an alternative care site. 

SEE VIRUS, 4A

Jasmine Alexandra
Bee

The 24-year-old 
suspect was being 
held on bonds total-
ing $40,000.
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