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K N OX V I L L E  —  A 
Maryville man pleaded 
guilty Tuesday in the U.S. 
District Court to two counts 
of producing and dissemi-
nating child pornography.

Defense attorney T. Scott 
Jones said George Edward 
Robert Everhart plead-
ed guilty Tuesday to two 

counts of possessing child 
pornography that showed a 
child 12 or younger who was 
transported through inter-
state or foreign commerce.

Jones said prosecutors ten-
tatively have agreed to drop 
five other charges related to 
the production and distribu-
tion of child pornography 
under a Section 11(c)1 plea 
agreement, which allows the 
courts to reject the arrange-

ment pending the outcome 
of a presentence investiga-
tion.

Sentencing is scheduled 
for Dec. 10.

“If  everything goes 
through, the other charges 
will be dismissed as part of 
the plea agreement,” Jones 
said.

The case proved more 
complex than some simi-
lar federal cases because it 

raised several legally sticky 
questions.

Everhart, 30, was indicted 
on June 19, 2018, following 
the notification of Google 
management of the Nation-
al Center for Missing and 
Exploited Children after 
an engineer found porno-
graphic images of young 
children in Everhart’s stor-
age account dating back to 
2015.

Technology companies 
typically are required to 
be shown a search war-
rant before accessing user-
initiated virtual storage 
accounts.

Exceptions exist during 
certain types of account fail-
ures or outside breaches, 
when a company’s legal and 
engineering teams observe 
carefully delineated proto-
cols for handling potentially 

leaked or damaged items.
Investigators also found 

other images in an unallo-
cated storage space on Ever-
hart’s computer that wasn’t 
specified in a search war-
rant, which Jones and co-
counsel Gena Lewis con-
tended should have been 
excluded as evidence.

The defense also had 
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Walland-based Black-
berry Farm companies 
sold millions of dollars 
worth of land to the hotel 
company’s owner earlier 
this month.

Realty transfer records 
show three transactions 
between two different 
Blackberry companies on 
July 1, transferring 225.5 
acres of land to Mary 
Celeste Beall, owner of 
the Blackberry Farm hotel 
resort.

Formerly owned by 
Blackberry Farm LLC and 
Blackberry Development 
Company, the property 
contains four adjacent 
parcels of land southeast 
of Hesse Creek in Wal-
land’s West Millers Cove.

Records from the Ten-
nessee Secretary of State 
show Blackberry Devel-
opment Company is man-
aged by David Wilson 
Long, an attorney based 
in Knoxville.

The largest section of 
mostly forested land is 
82.4 acres and was val-
ued at $1,155,000. Other 
properties in the transfer 
were valued at $630,000 
for a 77.8-acre parcel and 
$622,000 for two parcels 
totaling 65.6 acres.

Geographic Information 
System technology shows 
the only access into the 
property is Dewey Davis 
Road, which branches off 
West Millers Cove Road.

Property records also 
show a parcel of only 
12.2 acres in the corner 
of the parcels Beall has 
purchased belong to Kar-
ey and Joan Witty, who 

purchased the land from 
Blackberry Development 
Company for $1,250,000 
in 2016.

Blackberry Farm Direc-
tor of Marketing Sarah 
Chabot told The Daily 
Times in an email the 
transfer was a person-
al venture. “Blackberry 
has acquired land over 
the years in the area, and 
these were specific par-
cels that the Beall fam-
ily wanted to personally 
own,” she said.

Beall’s purchases are not 
the only significant prop-
erty movements related to 
Blackberry businesses in 
the past year.

Blackberry Mountain, 
a luxury resort develop-
ment on the northern side 
of Walland and a sister 
organization to Blackber-
ry Farm, began its own 
expansion in June of 2018 
by looking into rezoning 
areas to Planned Rural 
Resort District.

But the company needed 
to combine 16 parcels of 
land into one since PRRD 
zoning — which allows 
for recreational activities 
like tubing and zip-lining 
— requires parcels of land 
to be at least 40 acres.

In July 2018, Blackberry 
Mountain withdrew its 
rezoning request after 
Walland citizens opposed 
the commercial expan-
sion. The Blount County 
Commission also post-
poned a vote to rezone 
the area.

B l a c k b e r r y  Mo u n -
tain submitted another 
rezoning request to the 
Blount County Planning 

Hotel company owner buys 
nearly $2.5M in property from  
two Blackberry companies
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Earthable is the trade-
marked name. In a couple of 
years, lots of people could 
know what it stands for.

Genera is announcing 
today it has completed 
securing $118 million to 
produce a new line of sus-
tainable agricultural fiber 
products that could be used 
by restaurants across the 
country.

The Vonore-based com-
pany, which hopes to add 

80 new jobs, is not exact-
ly starting from ground 
zero. Readers may recall 
when Genera Energy Inc. 
was created in 2007 by 
the University of Tennes-
see Research Foundation 
to partner with DuPont to 
build and operate a biore-
finery in Vonore capable of 
producing 250,000 gallons 
of ethanol annually.

The idea was “to scale 
up next-generation cellu-
losic ethanol technology 

Genera to make $118M investment, create 80 jobs 
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GeneRa PResIdenT and CeO Kelly Tiller (left) and Vice President Sam Jackson hold samples of the company’s compostable 
food service packaging products at its Vonore facility on Tuesday.

sHOWn aRe a VaRIeTy of Earthable products offered by 
Genera, made locally and designed to be completely com-
postable within 90 days.

And high in fiber
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