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CORRECTION
The caption for a photo of Darron Marcus Lee Sellers 

published with an Oct. 8 article (“Man faces charges for 
alleged bomb threat at William Blount High School”) 
spelled his first name incorrectly.
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TRY SOME WARM PUMPKIN TREATS FOR COOL FALL DAYS. 8A 

By MELaNIE TUCKER
melt@thedailytimes.com

A brotherhood of retired 
firefighters from Alcoa and 
Maryville keeps the last 
Wednesday morning of the 
month open for a reunion of 
sorts, where stories true and 
altered spill out over plates of 
biscuits and gravy.

About a dozen or so of them 
gather at TC’s Grill in Maryville 
and have been for about 15 
years. David Staley, who retired 
from Alcoa Fire Department 
in 1991, was asked to form this 
band of retirees for the monthly 
get-togethers. He was hired in 
to the police department ini-
tially, in 1957.

He said in the 15 years they 

have shown up on these 
Wednesdays, they’ve only had 
to cancel a few times, for bad 
weather.

“I figured it would last only a 
few months,” Staley said of the 
get-togethers.

Here on this Wednesday 
in September was Paul “Big 
Paul” Walker, who served with 
the AFD for 22 years. He also 
worked in public works for 14 
years, retiring in 2007.

“You don’t miss the job, but 
the people,” he said. “It’s kind 
of a demanding job.”

David Hurst agreed. He put in 
30 years with AFD and has been 
retired for close to 14.

David Hodges worked for 
Maryville Fire Department for 
32 years, retiring in 2018.

“I thought I would leave 
before they ran me off,” he 
quipped.

Others around this breakfast 
table included Maryville Fire 
Capt. Mike Sing, who helped 
keep the community safe for 
33 years before retiring in 2018.

Pat Flynn has attended many 
of these sessions over the years, 
too. He worked for Alcoa for 31 
years and has enjoyed retire-
ment since 2009. It is his job to 
send out reminders so no one 
forgets to show up.

Ed Hall recalled his time of 
service with Alcoa down to the 
day. “Twenty-five years, seven 
months and 21 days,” he said.

T h e n  t h e r e ’ s  C l a u d e 

Brotherhood for life: Retired firefighters enjoy monthly gatherings
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RETIREd FIREFIGHTERs CHaT OUTsIdE of TC’s Grill before getting together for their 
monthly breakfast gathering.SEE LIFE, 5A

By aNdREW JONEs
andrew.jones@thedailytimes.com

The first time Bernard Edwards 
visited Townsend was on his hon-
eymoon in 1956.

More than 60 years later, he still 
visits every single year.

Edwards is from Franklin. He has 
two sons and three grandchildren. 
His wife, Eunice, passed away 12 
years ago, but that doesn’t stop him 
from paying an annual visit to the 
“Peaceful Side of the Smokies” on 
the way back from a journey to pick 
up apples from Baxter’s Orchard 
in Cosby.

Tuesday morning at 8 a.m., 
Townsend residents gathered 
around Edwards, shaking his hand 

A 96-year-old WWII veteran is celebrated over breakfast

BERNaRd EdWaRds (LEFT), Has been visiting Townsend since 1956 and is almost 
97 years old. He met with Townsend residents including 90-year-old Korean War 
veteran Sam Adams at the Townsend IGA early Tuesday.

TOM SHERLIN | THE DAILY TIMES
BERNaRd EdWaRds (CENTER) CHaTs with Townsend Police Chief Kevin Condee (left) and Mayor Ron Palewski on Tuesday 
on his annual visit to Townsend. 

By aMy BETH MILLER
amy.miller@thedailytimes.com

Blount County Com-
missioner Jim Hammon-
tree often shares a joke or 
humorous story during the 
public comment period at 
school board meetings but 
last week began by explain-
ing he had a serious topic 
to discuss.

Hammontree, who is 
using a cane, described the 
difficulty he had climbing 
into the stadium at Wil-
liam Blount High School to 
watch the previous week’s 
football game.

“Since I’m prone to falling, 
I noticed that those hand 
rails — what there are — 
are too far apart, and they 
don’t go all the way to the 
top,” Hammontree said.

“I’m beginning to think 
that maybe you should 
raise the two stadia and 
start from the ground up,” 
he said. “Now where’s the 
money coming from, that’s 
the —.”

“Yes,  commissioner, 
where is the money com-
ing from?” Board of Educa-
tion Chair Debbie Sudhoff 
asked, as attendees at the 
Oct. 3 meeting laughed.

“That’s the bigger ques-
tion,” Hammontree con-
cluded.

Sudhoff said she has wit-

nessed the accessibility 
issue at the stadiums for 
more than a decade.

“I have seen parents lit-
erally carry disabled stu-
dents into the stands so 
that they can be part of the 
high school experience and 
experience football,” she 
said. “We want to see our 
stadiums completely com-
pliant with ADA so that all 
of our community can enjoy 
football.”

Heritage High School 
opened in 1977 and William 
Blount in 1979, more than 
a decade before the fed-
eral Americans with Dis-
abilities Act began requir-
ing public facilities to be 
accessible. Heritage also 
was built before building 
codes required it to have 
a fire-suppression system.

PHASED WORK
Last year the school dis-

trict spent nearly $500,000 
to seal the two stadiums, to 
prevent further deteriora-
tion from water, as well as 
to stabilize existing railings.

A nearly $100 million 
comprehensive proposal 
to renovate the high schools 
included about $5.3 million 
for improvements to the 
athletics facilities at the two 
schools. Part of that was 

Concerns raised over 
Blount high school 
stadium accessibility

Bravery and memory

SEE MEMORY, 5A

SEE CONCERNS, 5A


