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As a man of the cloth, the 
Rev. Peter Kenny and his 
family are well-known in 
the Blount County com-
munity.

He’s the pastor at Wil-
liamson Chapel United 
Methodist Church in the 
Lanier community, and 
on Sunday, he’ll be the 
guest speaker at a com-
munity worship service 
in Alcoa that’s part of this 
weekend’s Martin Luther 
King Jr. celebration. He 
and his wife, Belinda, have 
five sons, four of whom 
have grown up in Blount 
County. The oldest, Mar-
cus, was a football stand-
out at William Blount High 
School, named the Blount 

County Player of the Year 
during his senior season 
and going on to play for 
Maryville College before 

his U.S. Marines reserve 
unit was sent to Iraq in 
2004.

The Kenny name, he 

told The Daily Times this 
week, is a good one. The 
color of their skin, howev-
er, means that their accom-
plishments, their positions 
and the name itself isn’t 
enough to overcome the 
racial bias that still exists 
in this community and 
America at large.

“I’m African American 
and have five sons, and 
if they were stopped by 
the police on a simple 
traffic citation, would 
they be treated different-
ly than a young White kid 
or a younger White man? 
Absolutely, they would,” 
Kenny said. “I’ve even 
been stopped by white 
officers, and at the time I 
had one of the old ‘clergy’ 

Rev. Kenny prepares on eve of MLK celebration weekend

TOM SHERLIN | THE DAILY TIMES
MORE THAN 100 PEOPLE walk from the Martin Luther King Jr. Community Center in Alcoa to the Clayton Center for the Arts in 
Maryville for the 2020 MLK Day March and Celebration.
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Message of hope

BY AMY BETH MILLER
amy.miller@thedailytimes.com

Heritage High School teachers 
say walking into the science wing 
is like entering a brand new build-
ing, and Blount County Schools 
officials hope to spread that feel-
ing across campus.

Thursday , BCS welcomed coun-
ty officials for two ribbon-cutting 
ceremonies: one for science labs 
completed in August 2020, and 
one for a new athletic field house.

HHS Principal Jed West thanked 
the Blount County Commission 
for providing funding and said 
before the ribbon cutting on the 
science classrooms, “This is the 
first of what we here hope will 
be many projects.”

BCS Director Rob Britt echoed 
that sentiment. “This is just the 
first part of a full high school 
renovation,” he said. “We want 
to make sure that all of our wings 
and classrooms look just like 
this.”

“At that point in time, then we 
will have done our job to make 
this truly a 21st century high 
school and prepared for the next 
40 or 45, 50 years to serve young 
people,” Britt said.

During spring break BCS hopes 
to bring in new cafeteria furniture 
and possibly paint the commons 
areas at Heritage and William 
Blount high schools.

Designs for renovating the HHS 
career and technical education 
building are expected to be final-

ized by the end of this month, 
according to James Duke, BCS 
supervisor of facilities, mainte-
nance and capital projects.

Work could begin on the top 
level of the CTE building during 
spring break and continue over 
the summer. Among the changes 
will be the addition of an eleva-
tor to make the building acces-
sible for people with disabilities, 
a requirement that wasn’t in place 
when HHS was built in the late 
1970s.

FIELD HOUSE
In February 2020 the Blount 

County Commission approved 
BCS spending $800,000 from its 

Heritage High School shows o�  recent updates

SCOTT KELLER | THE DAILY TIMES
HERITAGE HIGH SCHOOL STUDENT Wesley Deck cuts a ceremonial ribbon Thurs-
day  on the renovated science wing that opened in August 2020, surrounded 
by representatives from the Blount County Commission, Blount County Board 
of Education and HHS students and staff. Principal Jed West said they hope 
to line the walls with plaques featuring outstanding alumni.SEE SCHOOL, 3A

SEE MLK, 5A
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Blount County averaged 
more than 130 new COV-
ID-19 cases a day Jan. 2-8, 
and cases at Blount Memo-
rial Hospital have nearly 
doubled in the past two 
weeks, to 39.

The Jan. 12 update from 
the Tennessee Depart-
ment of Health, which is 
reporting data only weekly 
now, covered only through 
 Jan. 8.

This week East Ten-
nessee Medical Group’s 
CareToday Clinic on Joule 
Street in Alcoa has tested 
300 to 400 people mul-
tiple days — 447 on its 
busiest day — with about 
half of the results positive 
for COVID-19, according 
to Dr. Harold Naramore, 
chief medical officer for 
Blount Memorial.

OMICRON
At Blount Memorial Hos-

pital a smaller proportion 
of the patients are requir-
ing critical care than in 
other recent surges.

“That helps confirm that 
what we have in our area 
is the Omicron variant, 
which is very, very con-
tagious, but doesn’t cause 
nearly as severe of disease 
as the Delta variant,” Nar-
amore wrote in emailed 
responses to The Daily 
Times.

About three-fourths of 
those currently hospital-
ized are unvaccinated. 
While BMH said 10 of 39 
patients in the hospital 
Thursday, Jan. 13, were 
vaccinated, that doesn’t 
mean they had received a 
booster shot.

“While the first two 
shots provide protection, 
individuals who are boost-

ed clearly have more pro-
tection,” Naramore noted.

“Given the degree of 
transmissibility of the 
Omicron variant, it is very 
likely that virtually every-
one in the country will 
eventually be exposed,” 
he said. “Most people, par-
ticularly the vaccinated 
and even more so for the 
boosted population, tend 
to have mild symptoms 
from this variant.

“It is still very clear that 
fully vaccinated individu-
als, whether they devel-
op COVID symptoms 
or not, largely don’t get 
severe illness or require 
hospitalization,” he con-
tinued “Given this data, 
if you’ve not been fully 
vaccinated and received 
a booster, I encourage you 
to complete the vaccina-
tion series.”

The COVID patients in 
the hospital are showing 
a variety of symptoms, 
according to Naramore, 
including dehydration 
from gastrointestinal 
issues and some with 
upper respiratory com-
plications.

Few have had both COV-
ID-19 and flu.

ER OVERWHELMED
BMH did not provide 

data that The Daily Times 
requested on emergency 
room wait times.

Naramore did respond, 
“Our emergency room, 
like every in our region 
and most in our coun-
try right now, are over-
whelmed with a large vol-
ume of patients.”

He is asking community 
members who are experi-
encing mild symptoms that 
may be COVID-related or 

Blount County 
COVID-19 cases 
see large spike

SEE SPIKE, 3A


