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Residents on Riversedge Road 
in Louisville are worried about 
their new neighbors.

Nearly 19 acres of Alcoa land 
on Topside Road is being devel-
oped into an office building and 
vehicle lot for Enterprise Rent-
A-Car, a business with a vested 
interest because of its proximity 
to McGhee Tyson Airport.

But safety concerns and poten-
tial traffic issues have brought 
around 20 Riversedge Road resi-
dents to two Alcoa planning meet-
ings thus far to express their fear 
that increased activity in the area 
spells danger and inconvenience 
for the lakeside homeowners.
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The trial of a Louisville man 
indicted in the 2018 kidnap-
ping and beating of his girl-
friend has been reset indefi-
nitely.

Edward Jackie Morgan, 29, 
Mentor Road, was indicted 
in January on four counts of 
aggravated assault. Bond for 
the assaults was set at $50,000 
each, and bond for simple 
domestic assault was set at 
$25,000.

Trial was originally set for 
Oct. 15 and was anticipated to 
last a total of four days accord-

ing to attorney’s estimates 
during September hearings.

Trial has been rescheduled 
due to Morgan’s request for a 
medical expert.

In a court request filed by 
Morgan on Sept. 22, he claimed 
the victim “completely fabri-
cated her injuries in her prior 
testimonies.”

Morgan also claimed in the 
request he did not agree for his 
attorney to proceed without a 
medical expert.

“The lawyers are trying to 
railroad me,” he wrote.

Morgan’s alleged assault of 
his girlfriend on July 3, April 
1 and Aug. 15 of 2018 was 

intended to be the focus of the  
trial.

Morgan’s girlfriend says on 
July 3 she was held captive by 
Morgan who also allegedly 
threatened someone with a 
machete.

Blount County Sheriff ’s 
Office reports read that the 
girlfriend had black eyes, 
injuries on her face, cigarette 
burns and cut and stab wounds 
after that night.

She also reported Morgan 
had choked her and held her 
head under water.

A status hearing for the case 
has been scheduled for Oct. 
18 at 9 a.m.

Trial postponed for Louisville man accused of kidnapping, assault
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EDWARD JACKIE MORGAN HUGS his attorney Rick Owens after a ruling in a March hear-
ing to lower his bond. 

RIVERSEDGE ROAD RESIDENT AL Green looks out on the new Enterprise Rent-A-Car 
campus just down the road from his home. He and others in the area are con-
cerned the intersection between Riversedge and Topside Roads is dangerous for 
those exiting the neighborhood and may lead to traffic delays.

ANDREW JONES | THE DAILY TIMES
GRADING ON THE NEW Enterprise Rent-a-Car storage and training campus is nearing completion. The area will house more 
than 100 vehicles and will be a central hub for the company’s operations. But the placement in a tight area may be an 
issue for some residents in the area.

Surprise Enterprise
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AKCAKALE, Turkey — 
Syrian government troops 
moved into towns and vil-
lages in northeastern Syria 
on Monday, including the 
flashpoint region of Man-
bij, setting up a potential 
clash with Turkish-led forc-
es advancing in the area as 
long-standing alliances in 
the region began to shift or 
crumble following the pull-
back of U.S. forces.

The Syrian military’s 
deployment near the Turk-
ish border came after Syr-
ian Kurdish forces previous-
ly allied with the U.S. said 
they had reached a deal with 
President Bashar Assad’s 
government to help them 
fend off Turkey’s invasion, 
now in its sixth day.

Assad’s return to the 
region his troops abandoned 
in 2012 at the height of the 
Syrian civil war is a turning 
point in Syria’s eight-year 
civil war, giving yet another 
major boost to his govern-
ment and its Russian back-
ers and is like to endanger, 
if not altogether crush, the 
brief experiment in self-rule 
set up by Syria’s Kurds since 
the conflict began.

The rapidly changing situ-
ation was set in motion last 
week, when U.S. President 
Donald Trump ordered 
American troops in north-
ern Syria to step aside, clear-
ing the way for an attack by 
Turkey, which regards the 
Kurdish fighters as terror-
ists. Since 2014, the Kurds 
have fought alongside the 
U.S. in defeating the Islamic 
State in Syria, and Trump’s 
move was decried at home 
and abroad as a betrayal of 
an ally.

Faced with unrelent-
ing criticism, Trump said 
Monday he was putting new 
sanctions on Turkey, halting 
trade negotiations and rais-
ing steel tariffs in an effort 
to pressure Ankara to stop 
its offensive. Vice President 
Mike Pence also said Trump 
was sending him to the Mid-
dle East because the presi-
dent was concerned about 
instability in the region.

Pence said Trump spoke 
with Turkish leader Recep 
Tayyip Erdogan earlier 
Monday and called for an 
immediate end to Turkey’s 
military campaign. He add-
ed that the U.S. is “simply 
not going to tolerate Tur-
key’s invasion of Syria any 
longer.”

In the past five days, Turk-
ish troops and their allies 
have pushed into northern 
towns and villages, clashing 
with the Kurdish fighters 
over a stretch of 200 kilome-
ters (125 miles). The offen-
sive has displaced at least 
130,000 people.

“Where is the United 
Nations? Let them come see 
the blood of our children on 
the floor! Why don’t they 
show up?” cried a medic at 
the Tal Tamr hospital, which 
received dozens of injured 
people from nearby Turk-
ish shelling in recent days.

Abandoned in the mid-
dle of the battlefield, the 
Kurds turned to Assad and 
Russia for protection and 
announced Sunday night 
that Syrian government 
troops would be deployed 
in Kurdish-controlled towns 
and villages along the bor-
der to help repel the Turk-
ish advance.

Kurdish official Aldar 
Khalil said in a statement 

Safety concerns arise over Topside Road development
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returns to northeast
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