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For the second year in 
a row, the Martin Luther 
King Jr. Community Cen-
ter and Park is looking to 
capture millions of dol-
lars in funding to support 
much-needed programs 
and facility expansion 
plans.

A group of commu-
nity members, includ-
ing Maryville-Alcoa-
Blount County Parks & 
Recreation officials, the 
Maryville College direc-
tor of development and 
the MLK Center director, 
have submitted a grant for 
more than $4.6 million to 
BlueCross BlueShield of 
Tennessee.

The center applied for 
the grant last year but was 
turned down.

If awarded, the center 
would use funds to build 
a gymnasium and restruc-
ture the existing building 
to make its space more 
usable: Currently it is 
made up of a single, large 
room and only a few small-
er rooms.

MLK Center Director Lili 
Brown said they currently 
provide after-school pro-
grams for more than 70-90 
K-12 students every day. 
Needs for expansion have 
been under consideration 
for awhile, but funding 
options have been scarce.

Until 2018.
The grant they applied 

for but didn’t receive 
from the national insur-
ance giant is known as 
a Healthy Place Project 
Grant, and the Tennes-
see division is awarding 
a total of up to $7.5 mil-
lion to various projects in 
2019. It has only existed 
for three years and was 
not as well known when 
the MLK Center applied 

for it a year ago, accord-
ing to some MLK Center 
grant writers.

But now the word is out 
that a variety of entities 
statewide are submitting 
proposals of their own.

One other local Parks & 
Rec adjacent project also 
has applied for the grant: 
the inclusive park at John 
Sevier Park, currently 
spearheaded by the local 
Lion’s Club.

While the MLK Center 
is requesting more than 
half of what the company 
plans to give out this year, 
the inclusive park project 
is only requesting around 
$1 million.

Chuck Bailey is secretary 
for the Maryville Lion’s 
Club. He told The Dai-
ly Times he believes the 
chances two locations in 
the same county will be 
able to secure the grant 
money are low.

Ultimately that decision 
is up to the BlueCross 
Healthy Places program, 
but various factors may 
sway their decision, 
according to individuals 
close to this year’s grant 
application process.

A decision to award proj-
ects like the MLK Center 
expansion are not unheard 
of. Last year, Healthy Plac-
es invested $5.4 million in a 
Memphis playground

“To qualify for funding,” 
the company said in a 2018 
annual report, “projects 
need to be free and open 
to the public, demonstrate 
a community benefit, and 
include community input.”

”NOWHERE TO GO”
Not only do the MLK 

Center’s priorities match 
those needs, but Brown 
said they are running out 
of space for programs they 

MLK Center seeks 
$4.6M grant for the 
second straight year

By rOBErT NOrriS
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The big winners at the 
18th annual Taste of Blount 
were the people who came 
with appetite in tow.

Of course, there were the 
competing restaurants, 
caterers, food trucks and 
gourmet grocers who were 
set up at the Theater in the 
Park in Maryville hoping 
to take home awards — 
as always. And the Cham-
ber of Commerce, which 
puts on the contest, always 
wins — when the weather 
cooperates.

As measured by the ther-
mometer it was hot, but 
a cooling breeze — for 
the first time in days — 
helped with that. Besides, 
you know what they say 
about cooking, if you can’t 
stand the heat …

A check with the Nation-
al Weather Service in Mor-
ristown couldn’t confirm 
that the wind might have 
been stimulated by Hurri-
cane Dorian storming up 
the Eastern Seaboard, but 
couldn’t rule it out either. 
So on a day for good eats, it 
was appropriate for Blount 
Countians to count their 
blessings.

The 26 competitors with 
all their chamber friends 
and foodies drew a record 
crowd of more than 700 
people.

Beyond the honors, Taste 
of Blount is one of those 
events where being there 
is the key, kind of a mar-
riage of food and fun where 
everybody wins. Could it 
be that food gatherings 
and weddings have some-
thing in common? Such as 
in “something old, some-
thing new, something bor-
rowed, something blue.”

Judging by the Taste of 
Blount, there might be 
some quirky truth in that.

Not saying John Clark is 

reaching senior status, but 
his Vienna Coffee House 
has to be the oldest com-
petitor, with this being the 
17th straight year his busi-
ness has participated.

As for something new, 
6-month-old Adeline 
Wetherington might well 
have been the youngest 
in attendance. Her broth-
er, Jackson, is older at age 

18 months and already a 
Taste of Blount veteran. 
The Taste is already a tra-
dition for parents Brian 

Whet your appetite
Taste of Blount breaks its attendance record
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TiNa rHEa WiTH rEO Cheesewagon serves tomato bisque with grilled cheese dippers during 
Taste of Blount on Thursday.

By aMy BETH MiLLEr
amy.miller@thedailytimes.com

The Blount County school 
board plans to buy a new 
safety messaging system 
designed to cut response 
times from minutes to sec-
onds, and the county plans 
to use it, too.

At the touch of a button 
or click of an app, the Sit-
uational Awareness and 
Response Assistant (SARA) 
system would send cus-
tomized alerts and views 

from the nearest cameras 
directly to the Blount Coun-
ty E-911 Communications 
Center.

“What we’re attempting 
to do here is get ready for 
when something bad hap-
pens,” Director Rob Britt 
told Board of Education 
members at a work session 
before Thursday’s meeting. 
“For us to say it won’t hap-
pen to us is just too naïve.”

The board voted unani-
mously, with member Scott 
Helton absent, to approve 

funding for the $468,000 
purchase, more than half 
of which would come from 
state safe schools grants.

The board plans to use 
nearly $209,000 from its 
fund balance, which is simi-
lar to a savings account, and 
the county is expected to 
chip in about $29,000. The 
Blount County Commission 
would have to approve the 
spending later this month, 
but the county has been 
working with the schools 
on the plan.

‘DURESS’ BUTTON
The SARA software from 

Status Solutions is designed 
to work with existing sys-
tems and to be customized 
as to who receives alerts 
and in what form, including 
by phone, two-way radio, 
text messages and even a 
public address system.

Currently when a fire 
alarm sounds, school staff 
have no way to know if 
there is a fire or if a shooter 

Blount County Schools approves new systems
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TErry TiPTON (LEFT) rECEiVES a plaque from Blount County 
Schools Board member Rob Britt in recognition of her years of 
service as BOE Secretary at Thursday’s school board meeting.
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